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Sheepy Wedding 
James and Nikki Sharp were married at  

All Saints’ Sheepy on 10 September 

Fancy A Cuppa? 
These “bunnies” were 

taking part in an 
event for Macmillan 

Cancer Support’s 
“Worlds Biggest Coffee Morning” at Sibson 
Village Hall on 1 October (see p 13).  L to R:  
Janette Sayer, Hannah Rackham-Sayer , and 

Amelia Rackham-Sayer.  They have so far 
raised £580, towards the national total  

for 2016 of £7.1m and counting! 
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Church Services—November 2016 
Also weekly Communion service 9am Thursdays, Sheepy Magna. 

(All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org 

How subtly the seasons change.   

In autumn the days slowly shorten and the light 
through the church windows becomes more 
golden.  Autumn seems to be the most reliable 
of the seasons; spring—although it always 
arrives—is fickle; and summer some years 
almost unidentifiable.  At the beginning of 

September the horse-
chestnut trees start to 
turn brown and gradually 
other trees follow suit. 

Always in the countryside 
there is the celebration 

of the harvest which is so visible to us all.  
Originally this started on 1st August, Lammas 
(loaf mass), when the first loaf of the harvest 
was taken into church and blessed.  At the end 
of the harvest there was the Harvest Supper. 

The tradition of celebrating the Harvest Festival 
in churches, as we know it, was started in 1843 
when Rev Robert Hawker, vicar of Morwenstow 
in Cornwall, invited his parishioners to church 
for a special thanksgiving service for the harvest.  
This was gradually taken up by Victorian society 
and the traditional harvest hymns were written. 

The Industrial Revolution had brought so many 
people from the land into towns that many of 
the old traditions were lost to them, although 
still found in the countryside. 

Soon we will defy the dark nights with Bonfire 
Night and then the great build-up to the 
celebration of Christmas.   

Then, imperceptibly, the days start to lengthen 
and we have the long wait for fickle spring again. 

Juliet Jones 

A View from a Ratcliffe Pew 
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With the division of the benefice, we no longer 
have a Reader on our “patch”, but Colleen 

Annan, who lives in Bosworth, has volunteered 
to work with Julia on the Sheepy side when 

needed.  Here she tells us a bit about herself. 
 

Who am I and what do I do?—My name is 
Colleen Annan, I have been living in Market 
Bosworth since 1991.  I was the first 
administrator for the benefice, then I trained 
as a Pastoral Assistant.  I worked with Marion 
Thomas, although I was never as good as she 
was when it comes to knowing what is 
happening within the parishes.  I really miss 
her.  As a Reader I am able to lead services, 
except Communion, weddings or baptisms.  I 
also preach and take funerals.  I still do 
pastoral work which I see as walking with 
people through the good and the bad times. 

The Diocese decided that Pastoral Assistants 
could train to take funerals which I was happy 
to do.  It was when I was working with Revd 
Lisa Temperley-Barnes on the practical side of 
funeral training that she kept asking me why I 
never trained as a Reader; with no real 
answer for Lisa I applied to train.  On the 
morning of the interviews I was not feeling 
confident.  I remember going to church 
beforehand and praying “Well Lord, if this is 
what you want me to do, I may need a little 
help.”  The interviews went well and I was 
told I would only need to study for one year 
so I was licensed in the cathedral as a Reader 
last year on 10 October. 

What does all this mean for the Sheepy 
Group?—Well I help out with Tuesday Church 
and the Holiday Club.  I also take funerals, 
which gives Julia a break and it means there is 
always someone to call on.  If any church 
requires Morning Prayer, then I am available 
to lead the service and to preach. 

What do I enjoy of this 
work?—It is meeting 
people, hearing their 
stories, helping in any 
way I can and passing 
on the knowledge of 
Jesus and the kingdom 
of God here on earth.  I 
know all the churches in 
the Sheepy Group so I do not feel a stranger 
when I visit.  I have also greatly enjoyed Lent 
courses in Sheepy Church and am a regular at 
the coffee mornings on either Tuesday or 
Thursday mornings: I feel it is my opportunity 
to touch base with what is happening. 

What about my own faith journey?—Like 
many people of my age I went to Sunday 
school, and Youth Club at the church was 
where our social life was!  I was confirmed as 
a teenager but drifted away when I went to 
College.  I married in Edinburgh where I had 
been a student (I am actually a Geordie by 
birth).  Stuart and I had two children, Vikki 
and Richard.  Sadly Richard was killed in a car 
crash just outside of Bosworth when he was 
18.  It was a difficult time but my faith saw me 
through.  I suppose it was this that moved me 
along the journey of faith and led me to 
where I am now.  My daughter Vikki is now 
married and lives across the road from me in 
Bosworth with her husband Simon and his 
two children Saxon and Wynter.  I hope some 
of the experiences of my life have helped me 
be a caring person who can be there for 
others. 

I love meeting people and chatting, so please 
do come and say hello if you see me.  If I can 
be of assistance my contact details are 

Tel:  01455 292463  
Email: colleen.annan@btinternet.com 

Meeting Colleen Annan 
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Community News 
 

THE 
ATHERSTONE 

CHORALE 

 

invite you to a concert of 

Christmas and popular music 

on  

Friday 25 November at 7:30pm 

at St. Benedict’s Church 

9, Owen Street, Atherstone, CV9 1DG 

Tickets are £6 and free for children 

available from Gillian Greenwood  
01827 880647 

or on the door 

 

Orton News (cont) 
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Orton News 

Coffee Morning 
Saturday 5 November 

10am-12 noon  
at Peggs Farm, Pipe Lane. 

Bring & Buy etc.  
with Christmas in mind. 

Harvest Photos 
Above—Orton Harvest Supper, and  

Below, Mary Clarke with her harvest display 

Harvest Festival 
This was a real village celebration again as always!  
Revd Julia took a lovely service on the Sunday and  
68 people sat down to supper the following evening. 

Very many thanks to everyone who helped and gave 
so generously—even if their arm was being twisted 
by our persuasive auctioneer.  An overall total of 
around £850 was made on the night. 

Coffee Morning 

Saturday 5 November 10–12.30 at Peggs Farm, Pipe 
Lane.  See box below.   

Please come along for coffee and chat—there will be 
charity Xmas cards, gifts, bring & buy stall, cakes, 
jams, raffle etc.  Proceeds to go towards repairing 
the church chancel floor so the choir stalls don’t 
collapse into the void below! 

Remembrance Sunday Service  
13 November 6:30pm 

This is a short but moving service to honour and 
remember those, particularly from Orton, who gave 
their lives in WW1 & WW2 and also all servicemen 
and women who have served and died in war. 

December Reminders: 

4 Dec—9am Communion 

10 Dec—Children’s Party at 3pm 

18 Dec—Carol Service.  Have you thought of a carol 
for your garden decoration yet?  Following on from 
the success of last year's “12 days of Christmas” 
displays, we thought this year we could do 
“Christmas Carols”.  So think how you could portray a 
particular carol in your garden. 

24 Dec—Midnight Mass 

Orton Carol Service 
 

3pm 

18 December 

Wheelie Bin Speed Stickers 
See page 11 for an offer from Twycross Parish 
Council for Orton Residents. 
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SPACE HOLISTIC  

THERAPIES 

Life too busy at the moment? 

Why not treat yourself to some time out: 

*Reiki *Emotrance *EFT 

*Indian Head Massage 

*Hot Stones Massage 

Call JILLY on 01827 898571 

Or 07971 488690 

Reiki Master and Teacher 

(Professional membership, fully insured) 

  

Mrs C A Parkes 

MCSP SRP 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

  

Member of Health Professions Council 

  

Orton House Physiotherapy 

Orton House Farm 

Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR 

  

Mobile: 0789 996 6214 

Telephone: 01827 880238 
  

Member of the Organisation of 

Chartered Physiotherapists 

in Private Practice 

Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey 
01827 715701 

Cosy, warm, country pub 
serving real ales,  
fine wines and  

freshly prepared,  
home cooked cuisine. 

New lunchtime menu:  
2 Mains for £12  
(excluding Sunday) 

View our menus online at: 

www.gate-ratcliffe.co.uk 

Open Monday 5-10pm 

Tues–Fri 12–2:30pm & 5–11pm 

Saturday 12 noon–11pm 

Sunday 12 noon–8pm 

Lunch: Tues-Fri 12–2, Sat 12–3 

Traditional Sun Lunch 12–3:30 

Evening meals Weds–Sat 6–9 

Renovation Experts 
 

High class builder with 30yrs experience 

offering specialist services 

Refurbishment & restoration of traditional 
properties using reclaimed materials & 

traditional building methods 

Barn conversions 

Orangeries/oak conservatories 

Farm houses 

Extensions & alterations 

Luxury period bathrooms 

Bespoke hand-made kitchens 
 

See our range of green oak garden furniture at  

www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk 
 

01827 881085 or 07875 498628 

email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com 
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Ratcliffe Culey News 

 

Ratcliffe Friendship Club 
Our next meeting on 2 November is at the home of 
Mrs Jean Aucott, when we look forward to hearing a 
talk on ‘Dolls Houses’.  Any queries to JJuliet: 01827 
713766. 

Past Events 

Harvest Festival 
Many thanks to all those who provided produce, 
preserves and flowers and spent time cleaning and 
decorating the church ready for the well-attended 
service of thanksgiving for the harvest on Sunday  
25 September.  The church looked at its best with 
the beautiful arrangements of flowers and 
vegetables and a sheaf of corn.  Our thanks to Gillian 
for playing the traditional hymns. 

Harvest Sale 
This took place on the Monday evening following the 
Harvest Festival.  Thanks to everyone’s generous gifts 
to the Harvest Festival there were many lots to sell.  
Following the sad loss of Anna earlier in the year, 
Marion very kindly stepped into the breach and 
provided the highly desirable lemon curd.  The usual 
competitive bidding took place amid much good will.  
Afterwards a bring-and-share supper was enjoyed by 
those present.  A total of £147.10 was raised. 

Coffee Morning 
This was held on Wednesday 5 October.  Thanks to 
those who provided all the delicious cakes and 
savoury items that were on sale, all of which were 
soon snapped up.  A total of £94 was raised. 

Future Events 

Christmas Fair—see box right 
This will be on Saturday 3 December from 2–4pm in 
the church.  All the usual stalls will be there, Ratcliffe 
calendars and Christmas Cards will be on sale, and 
you will have opportunities to win a delicious 
Christmas cake and a hamper crammed with good 
things to eat and drink.  Do please do your best to 
come along and support this event. 

Carol Service 
Wednesday 14 December, see right. 

Next Services 
Sunday 23 October, Holy Communion 10am 
Sunday 30 October, All Saints & Souls  
  Sheepy Benefice Service 10am 
Sunday 27 November, Holy Communion 10am 

Richard Jones 

Ratcliffe Calendar 

2017 theme “Wildlife and Nature” Please 
email your image (with a title and a brief note of 

where it was taken) to: 

helenca@waitrose.com 

Send high quality images please, preferably as an 
attachment to an email.  Max 4 entries per person, 

Editor’s decision is final! 

Ratcliffe Christmas Cards 
Just one design this year, large or small: 
the interior of the church decorated for 

Christmas, photo by Sue Wilkins.  Cards & 
Calendars on sale at the Christmas fair, 
prices held from 2015.  Helen Anderton 

Ratcliffe  

Christmas 

Fair 

Sat 3 December: 2-4pm 

in the Church 
(Ratcliffe Calendars & Christmas 

Cards will be on sale) 

Carol Concert 
Nuneaton Salvation Army 

Band has confirmed that the 
carol concert will take place on  

Wednesday 14 December  

commencing at 7.30 pm.   

We hope to see a full house so that 
the Band knows how much we 

appreciate their fitting us into their 
busy schedule. 
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Lawn 
Care 

Garden 
Maintenance 

Contact Clive on: 
Tel    01827 713379 
Mob  07971 646107 

Cleaning 
Paths & 
Paving 

Rubbish 
Removal 

Tree Pruning 
Hedge  
Trimming 

Weeding 

 

BOB’S  

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 

01827 711963 or 

07400700767 

Evenings/Weekends 

No Problem 

Insurance Cert Supplied 

Fully Insured 
Member of Institute of Chimney Sweeps 

157 Main Road, Baxterley 

Lab Cote Windows 
Upvc windows, Doors, Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits Guttering 

Deal direct with the Company owner.  We do not use sales reps and we prepare 
written quotes for your consideration.  Established over 35 years. 

Energy saving  A-Rated Windows as standard.  Triple glazing also available. 

We offer free no obligation advice to prevent expensive mistakes. 

CERTASS approved (to issue Document L Building Control Certificates.) 

Please ask for our free Company Checklist to help you make your decision, we will be happy to 
send you a copy without obligation.  Contact us to see if we can help, you will be glad you did! 

Tel 01827 881531   Mobile 07932 996745 
www.labcotewindows.co.uk   E mail labcotewindows @aol.com 

Your Local 

Electrical Installation &  
Property Maintenance Services 

No Job Too Small  No Obligation Quotes 

Tel: Dave 07443 418487 or Ian 07732 515152 
Email: davew1407@gmail.com or ianjacob121@btinternet.com 

David Wilkins, 5 Main Rd, Ratcliffe Culey, Atherstone, CV9 3NY 

Sheepy Local History Society 

At the time of going to press, October’s meeting had 
yet to take place – a report will follow in December’s 
edition.  Items due to be on display include: Original 
1914 Times publication “History of the War”; Original 
1930 Service sheet from Sunday School Festival; 
1950s–1990s Newspaper articles; Original 1975 
Service sheet of licensing of Rev. Hayball; 1985 
publication of 5 board games commemorating 500th 
Anniversary of Battle of Bosworth; 2003 images from 
Parish Plan Exhibition & building of 15-27 Twycross 
Road etc.  

The next meeting is on Tuesday 8 November at 
7:30pm at Sheepy Memorial Hall.  The First Floor 
Heritage Room will be open on Monday 28 November 
10am to 12 noon for research & cataloguing.  

Contact details: Tel. Lynne Percival 01827 880721 or 
email: sheepyhistory@btinternet.com  

Sheepy News (cont from p9) 

Sheepy 
WI 

Sheepy WI 
had a great 
visit to 
Sparkenhoe 
Dairy in 

Upton, Leicestershire, 
where, after a talk about 
cheese making, a lot of 
cheese was sampled! 

If you’d like further details 
of Sheepy WI, please 
contact  
Juliet 07553 055787. 

http://www.labcotewindows.co.uk
mailto:sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
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Sheepy News (cont on p8 ) 

Sheepy Magna Ladies’ Group 
A big “Thank You” to Neil Jones who entertained us 
at our September meeting with his amusing 
anecdotes from his and Jan’s travels. 

At our next meeting, on 16 November, Lynne and 
Maurice Percival will be giving us a “film evening”.  
Come along if you want to know more!  We will be 
sharing a meal and having seasonal entertainment 
on 21 December.  We hope to continue using “local 
talent” as our speakers in the New Year. 

We are a group of ladies, mixed ages and interests, 
who enjoy our lively and interesting monthly 
meetings so, if you would like an evening out, why 
not come along and see what you think of us?  

Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month, at 7:30pm in Sheepy Memorial Hall.  For 
more information about any of the forthcoming 
events, or the group in general, ring Sue on 01827 
880517 or Pat on 01827 880627. 

Sheepy Shed Has Moved! 
Sheepy Shed, the community group that meets for 
coffee and chat, cakes and bacon butties, has 
changed its venue from the Black Horse Pub to 
Sheepy Memorial Hall.  

It is a very informal and friendly group who meet on 
a Wednesday morning 10:30–noon.  Come and check 
us out and make new friends.  Everyone welcome. 
Contact Janet & John for more details on  
01827 881142 

Mothers’ Union 
3 November at 2pm at the home of Mrs Gillian 
Greenwood, Flat 7 Church House Apartments.  An 
afternoon of poetry—if you haven't one of your own, 
please bring a favourite one.  We will have our bring 
and buy stall as usual. 

Open House 
21 November, 2pm.  We will be leaving from the lay-
by in Sheepy Magna to go somewhere for afternoon 
tea.  Venue still to be decided.  Mrs Jean Negus will 
arrange lifts: phone 01827 880645. 

Tuesday Church 
Tuesday Church is an informal 
service with music, a story and a 
craft activity and loads of fun!  It 
is held on the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month, at 1:30pm in Sheepy 
Church.  Reception children 

from Sheepy Primary School attend, but this service 
is open to all pre-school children and their carers.  
The next service is on Tuesday 8 November.   

Advance warning – our December Service will be on 
Tuesday 6 December as Reception children will be 
busy with their Christmas performances the 
following week. 

If you care for a young child why not come along and 
see what we do?  All helpers are fully DBS checked. 

Open the Book 

Team Member Gets  
Stoned At School 

It’s not what it sounds like! 

We were acting the story of Paul on the road to 
Damascus, and Steven gets stoned to death (we used 
screwed up tissue paper). 

Open the Book is a series of Bible stories presented 
weekly by small teams to the children of Sheepy 
Primary School.  There are ten volunteers who take 
part, which means that we are only committed to 
two or three times each half term.  We usually meet 
in Church on a Monday morning to rehearse, and 
then “perform” in school on Wednesday morning.  
Each session takes about half an hour.   

If you would like to be involved in this rewarding 
experience please contact Revd Julia Hargreaves 
01827881389 or Sue Houghton on 01827 880517.  
All helpers are DBS checked. 

SHEEPY 
CHURCH 

CHRISTMAS 
FAYRE 

 

Saturday 26 November 
2pm—Sheepy Memorial Hall 

Lots of stalls: Tombola, Bottle,  
Christmas Gifts Cakes, Children's Toys,  

Refreshments, 
Raffle, and Santa Claus 

Come and join in the fun and 
finish off your Christmas shopping 
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Satellite, Aerial & Telephone 
Problems Solved 

Aerials installed from £50.00 
Extra TV Points from £40.00 
Telephone Points from £70.00 

Some repairs only £20.00! 

MAGIC EYES for Sky, BT Vision & Virgin 
(watch in another room and change channel from there) 

Plasma & LCD TVs fixed to walls 
Hiding cables our speciality. 

Call Peter Stockton on 01827 830391  
or 07973 364478 

FENCE MAN JOHN 

 

 

 
 

FOR POST AND RAIL FENCING  

THAT LOOKS "THE PART" 

DESIGNED AND BUILT  

TO "DO THE JOB" AND LAST 
 

Feather edge, post & rail, picket 
fencing; panels supplied/fitted  

Post repair specialist 

Rose arches, raised beds, 
planters, screens 

Garden gates made to order 

Garden woodworking solutions 
 

No job too small 
 

All jobs surveyed free first 

Written estimate within 7 days 
 

Stoke Golding 

Call John on 01455 212984  

or Mob 07890 070681 

www.fencemanjohn.co.uk 

MG EVANS & SONS LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

  

Holmville House, Long Street, Atherstone CV9 1AX 
Telephone: 01827-713240 – 24 hours 

  

20 Albert Rd, Tamworth B79 7JN 
Telephone: 01827-310035 – 24 hours 

  

Established 1969 – Over 45 years in business 

Rolls Royce Hearse 
Horse Drawn Hearse 

www.mgevansandsons.co.uk 

GOLDEN CHARTER FUNERAL PLANS 
Jaguar Limousines 

H. M. G. 

Driveways 
Tarmac and Block-paved 

Driveways 

Patios 

Fencing, Garden Walls 

Dropped Kerbs with  
council planning 

Conservatory or Garage Bases 

Plus all of types of brickwork 

Free estimates 
Pay on completion 

Telephone: 01455 612562 

Mobile: 07599 852204. 

Pinwall Garden Services 

Call Dan on 07931 506613 
 

Regular garden maintenance 

One-off tidy ups 

Tree and Shrub pruning 

Grass and hedge cutting 

All types of weed control 

Fencing work 
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Community News 

Sheepy Parochial Charities 
Incorporating The Twitchell Cottages &  

Poor Pieces Land 

2016 STUDENT BOOK BURSARY 
In 1752 Thomas Leaving bequeathed the two 
cottages on Twitchell Lane to the village, and the 
Poor Pieces of land on Ratcliffe Lane; the rental 
income to be donated to the “poor of the village”.   

In these days of social support it is difficult to identify 
who should benefit; the Trust has identified some 
people it wishes to help, and encourages applications 
from others who could do with a helping hand with a 
problem. 

The Trust invites applications from residents within 
the Benefice—those villages served by this magazine 
—to apply for a bursary for books when going on to 
college or university. 

Applications by email: mn23@btinternet.com or 
post to 11 Old Forge Rd, Fenny Drayton, CV13 6BD 

Applicants should state name, address, age, college 
or university, course and start date.  

All applications are confidential; payments made are 
not published or answerable to higher organisation. 

Twycross Parish Council 

Calling Orton & 
Twycross Residents 

 

FREE!! Wheelie Bin 

Speed Awareness 

Stickers 

Twycross Parish Council, in conjunction with 

Leicestershire Police, are encouraging residents 

who live on the main routes through Twycross and 

Orton on the Hill to put speed awareness stickers 

on their wheelie bins which, when out for 

collection, will remind road users of the speed 

limit and give a message to drive carefully.  There 

are different stickers for 30 and 40 mph zones and 

they are available from your local Parish 

Councillor (for contact details see Parish Council 

noticeboards, or visit our website at:  www.parish-

council.com/Twycross/). 

mailto:mn23@btinternet.com
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JAMIE EDWARDS 
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR 

  

Tel: 01827 881098 
Mobile: 07900 908007 

Sibson 

  

Riversmeet Veterinary 
Centre 

Comprehensive care for all your pets 

 Extensive range of clinical facilities 

 24 hour local emergency service 

 Client parking at both surgeries 
 Home visit service 

  
TAMWORTH 

27 Lichfield Street 
Tel: 01827 63841 

 
ATHERSTONE 

Station House, Long Street 
Tel: 01827 720720 

 

High Class Interior & Exterior 

Painting & Decorating 

M D Matthews 
  

Telephone: 01827-718974 
Mobile: 07946-731649 

Email:  
mdmatt@btinternet.com 

PRIME BEEF & LAMB 
LOCALLY PRODUCED 

Licensed to deal in game 

             BATES OF  
    ATHERSTONE LTD 

6 Market Street, Atherstone 
Telephone: 01827 713175 

 

ODDJOB 

(DIY & DECOR) 
for DIY jobs including 

interior and exterior decorating 

References available 
 

Telephone Mick on 

01827 880668 

OAKEY & MILLER 
GARDENING SERVICES 

 
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding, 

Hedge cutting, Slab laying, Fencing 

No job too small 
 

Call ROBERT on 07814 586013  
or STUART on 07478349521 

for a free quote 

MKS Décor 
 

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN 
 

For a FREE quotation contact 

Matthew on: 07816 428929 

email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk  

Softleys 
in the Square 

Market Bosworth 
Telephone:  

01455 290464 
All menus available to view online or telephone us 

Accommodation available from £69.00 

Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26 

A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner 

Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16 

email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com 
www.softleys.com 

 

SMITHS GARAGE LTD 
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE 

CV9 3NB 
  

 NEW & USED CAR SALES 

 SERVICE & MOT TESTING 

 ACCIDENT REPAIRS 

 FORD PARTS SALES 
 

OPENING HOURS: 
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm 
Saturday 8:00am to 5:00pm 

  

TELEPHONE 
01827-712156 
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Sibson News 
Harvest Festival &  
Crafts Of Sibson 

St. Botolph's Harvest Festival, on Sunday 9 October, 
featured a wonderful display of crafts, cakes and 
local history, and culminated in a Harvest Songs of 
Praise which was well attended and supported by 
Sheepy Choir and Bellringers.  

Displays of paintings, wood turning, quilting, 
photography, local history and other crafts created 
by our local parishioners were on display with 
accompanying cakes and refreshments.  The sale of 
craft items and refreshments plus donations raised 
£292 for Church funds.  Generous gifts of tinned/
dried food to the Harvest Festival have been passed 
to the Atherstone Food Bank for distribution. 

Too many people to name, but a huge thank you to 
all contributors, organisers and supporters.  

Christmas Door Wreath Workshop 
Come and create your own beautiful door 
wreath and enjoy mulled wine and warm 
mince pies.  Tuesday 6 December, 7-9:30pm, 
Sibson Village Hall.  See box advert on page 11. 

Sibson Christmas Tree 
I am delighted to tell you all that the tree will appear.  

Thanks to the generosity of “The Blood Family”, who 
are funding the tree this year, we will be able to 
enjoy the Sibson Christmas Tree once again.  We will 
be putting it up on the morning of Saturday 26 
November at around 10am.  If you are able to assist 
with this (we do need a number of strong people) 
please come and help.         Janet Putman. 

Candlelit Service Of 
Carols And Lessons 

This year's service at St. Botolph's will be on Sunday  
18 December at 6:30pm (time to be confirmed, see 
December Gazette and posters). 

Carols Around the Christmas Tree 
Great news!  Andrew Melen and 
Steve Ellis have agreed to act as joint 
masters-of-ceremonies for this 
year's event, which will of course be 
on Christmas Eve at 6pm.  Put it on 
your calendar NOW.  

A collection will be taken for 
Macmillan Cancer Support, please give generously in 
the true spirit of Christmas.  Thanks to Andrew and 
Steve.        Nigel Bond. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
I am pleased to report that we were able to raise 
£571 for the Macmillan fund (now £581 and rising!) 
at our coffee morning (photo front cover).  We are 
extremely grateful to all who helped on the day and 
to everyone who came/purchased raffle tickets. 

There were some amazing prizes generously donated 
by the Cock Inn, San Giovanni, Bull Inn Witherley, 
Macdonalds, etc.—a big thank you to the Black Horse 
Sheepy for sale of raffle tickets.  Well done everyone 
- hard work but worth it!.           Janette Sayer 

Ladies That Lunch 
Our next get-together: Thursday 24 November 
12:30—Dog & Hedgehog, Dadlington. 

Sibson Village Hall 

Looking for somewhere to hold a  
regular group or event? 

 

Look no further… 
 

Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire  
for any occasion,  

with a fully equipped kitchen, off road parking and a 
pleasant outdoor area.   

 

Cost of hire: 
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:  

£12 per hour  
(as above but excluding Main Hall: £6.50 per hour) 

 

We only charge for the time of the event 
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards 

 

For further details, to check availability, and to book  
Please call Brian May on 01827 880511 

or Email sibsonvh@mail.com 
 

 
@Sibson Parish Village Hall 

mailto:sibsonvh@mail.com
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We are the area’s leading stockists of accessories and components: 

01827 

      716111 

TIM HARDING 

Your Local Electrician 
 

no job too small or large 

FREE advice  

& quotations 
 

Telephone 

07977 012940 or 01827 880473 

Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna, 

Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ 
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Twycross News 

St James’ Church 
49 Club Winners 

Twycross 49 Club winners: Sally Hughes, Sandra, 
Belinda Chantler, Wendy Gretton, Lynne Davis.  

Spare numbers are available.  

Please call Audrey on 01827 880035 to join (only £1 
per week, £25 Prize every week). 

Twycross Women’s Institute 
On Monday 21 November it is our annual Birthday 
Party, venue to be decided.  

December is the Christmas Party, where the food will 
be excellent as usual, and during the evening there 
will be games and quizzes.  The Christmas meeting 
will be at the Village Hall on Monday 19 December 
and start at 7:15pm.  There will be a charge to 
visitors of £2.  Do come and join us for a festive treat.  

For more details, phone Carol Goodridge on  
01827 720896 

A Note from the Twycross 
Correspondent 

 

Speeding traffic is an ongoing problem  
in the village.  

In an effort to remind motorists that the 
speed limit in the village is 30, the Parish 

Council has available some “30” signs that 
can be stuck to wheelie bins.   

So, if you live alongside one of the roads, 
when your bin is put out for collection on a 

Wednesday it may just encourage 
motorists to stick to the limit.  

For details on how to obtain one of these 
stickers, please see the Parish Council 

notice on page 11.  

Emergency Number for Twycross 
A new volunteer is needed to act as the emergency 
contact for Twycross, for anyone who finds 
themselves housebound and in need as, after many 
years in the role, Anne Senter is having to step down: 

It is with deep regret that I can no longer be on call 
for Doctors, Dentists or Hospital visits, or pick up 

prescriptions for residents in Twycross, due to 
unforeseen circumstances. 

Yours sincerely, Anne Senter 
 

If anyone with transport is willing to put their name 
forward, please let the editor know, so the 
Emergency Numbers table on page 19 can be 
updated.   

Superfast Broadband 

According to the Superfast Leicestershire website, 
the cabinet on Main Street, Norton-Juxta-Twycross 

is now live, so you can start signing up for fibre 
broadband. 

 

Twycross Church Christmas Fayre 

On Saturday 3 December 

from 11am to 3pm 

in the Village Hall 

 

Many stalls selling Christmas gifts.   
Also Cake stall, tombola, games,  

light entertainment and hot snacks. 
Please come and support us. 

tel:01827%20720896
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Personal Tutoring 

Ruth Pickering 

Biology & Chemistry 

GCSE,  

Biology A Level 

Fully qualified teacher 

Tel: 07958 291952 

Email: ruthsisley@talk21.com 

Maths Tuition 
Available for AS, A Level,  

GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs 

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958 
Country 

Flowers & 
 

Country Crafts 
Gallery 

More than just a florist! 
Flowers for all occasions. 

Paintings, gifts, cards & helium balloons. 
Incorporating 

 
 

Handmade sterling silver jewellery 

to suit all tastes, a reason to invest in silver! 
 

At Country Flowers,  

26 Main Rd, Sheepy Magna. 

Telephone: 01827 880529 

 

www.francescasinclair.co.uk 

Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk 

Telephone 07901 547360 

TUCK & PIN 

Clothing & Household 
Alterations 

Free home collection & 
delivery service.  
Competitive Prices. Free 
estimates & advice. 

CAROL GOODRIDGE 

01827 720896 

Mob: 07935 060 393 

Ladies fashions & 
accessories to suit all 
ages & sizes up to 26. 

Mastectomy & larger 
fitting bras available. 

We have a range of 
head-wear for ladies 
going through 
chemotherapy or 
other hair loss. 

Scarf tying demos. 
 

 

01827 768194 

55 Long St Atherstone CV9 1AZ 

Bee-Bold-Bee-Beautiful 

Private Tutor 
since 2004 (all exam boards) 

A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & 
Psychology, AS Critical Thinking 

GCSE Maths & Single Subject Sciences 

Police checked, qualified and 
experienced teacher 

Dr Alan Wood 
E-mail: the.factory@hotmail.co.uk 

Tel: 01827 719923 

 

ARE YOU 2½–4 YEARS OLD? 

THEN COME & JOIN THE FUN! 
Experienced and qualified staff. 

Pre-school grant funding available. 
Open 8:30am to 3:10pm. 

Small friendly pre-school with great 
outdoor play area. 

St Nicholas Close, Austrey, 
Atherstone, CV9 3EQ 

01827 839461 
www.austreypreschool.org.uk 

Experienced 
cleaner 

available 
complete with references 

Tel: Anne 01827 875905 

Experienced Language Tutor 

French, German, 
Spanish, English 

Support for All Levels 

Call Sarah on 01827 880 882 

grove_sarah@hotmail.com 

mailto:the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
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The first term has been a busy one for all of the school!  The 
children are now all settled into the routines of their new 
classes and they have had an action packed few weeks.  Key 
Stage 2 children have focussed their learning in topic on the 
Anglo-Saxons, while the younger children have been learning 
about toys and games from the past. 

In PE, our sports coach, Miss Jones, has been taking the children out into the 
fields behind school for Cross Country (photo back cover)  The children really 
love this, it’s exciting to get out into the fields and have the freedom to run.  We 
really are blessed to have our school in such a great location to be able to do this!   

Following on from their enthusiasm with this, Miss Jones has organised a school 
“Race for Life” for the children on Friday 14 October, where the children will be 
sponsored to raise money for Cancer Research.  As always, this will be followed 
by a cake sale in school. 

Cotswold Class have been busy preparing their planters for their outdoor area.  
Each child in the class has brought in their own 
planter, which they have planted up with a range of 
spring flowering bulbs and some winter pansies.  (Elsie 
with her planter, left.)  The children will be 
responsible for watering and caring for their plants 
and this will be an engaging way of teaching our 
science curriculum about plants and growing.   

We even had 
an extra 
surprise to 
find a frog 
had made a 
home in one 
of the plant 
pots!  (photo 
right) 

As the year progresses, the children 
will also grow vegetables in their pots 
and will be able to get a “hands on” 
experience to enhance their learning.   

In addition to our daily Collective Worship and “Sharing Assemblies”, we will 
continue with regular class assemblies, where the parents are invited to come in 
and watch their children lead an assembly.   

The Year 1 and 2 children in Cotswold Class will start this off this year, with a 
selection of performance poems, some of which they have written themselves. 

Linda Goadby & Nicola Olds 
Cotswold Class 

Sheepy Magna CofE Primary School News 
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Sheepy Memorial Hall 
www.sheepymemorialhall.moonfruit.com 

07583 272624 

Tickets for all events available from  
Sheepy Memorial Hall 07583 272624,  

the website (see above), or from  
Anji on 07837 370714. 

Hall Bookings: 

Available for parties, family celebrations  
and funerals. 

Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term 
bookings.  Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, 

or look at our website for more details. 

 

Regular Activities 

Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd 
Tuesday monthly, plus Research & Cataloguing 
last Monday monthly, 10-12 in 1st Floor 
Heritage Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com 

Zumba with Bonnie: 9:15am Wednesdays, £4 
for one hour, 07973 743 217 

Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve 
monthly 

Didgeridoo Class: with tutor Mark Harwood.  
Beginners welcome, no instrument required.  
7:30pm 4th Weds of the month, £5. 

Yoga: 9:30am Thursday mornings, just turn up 
and see Sally. 

Whist Drive: Turn up on the night, Thurs 
evenings 7:30 pm 

Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday 
monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm 

Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday monthly 
7pm. 

Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 
email puppyschool@mail.com, website 
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk 

Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30-9:30pm - 
Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602 

Smiles   

Sparkenhoe Arts Society 
7 November 2016–ww.sparkenhoearts.co.uk  

Toulouse-Lautrec and the Paris Music Halls of the 
1890s–Peter Webb. Artists such as Manet, Renoir, Degas 
and Van Gogh had found their subjects among the music 
halls and cabarets of Paris; but in the 1890s Henri de 
Toulouse-Lautrec’s paintings and posters gave lasting 
fame to the night-life of Montmartre. 

Engineer in Hell 

An Engineer dies and goes 
to Hell.  Dissatisfied with 
the level of comfort, he 
starts designing and 
building improvements.  
After a while Hell has air 
conditioning, flush toilets, 
and escalators.  The 
engineer is a pretty 
popular guy. 

One day God calls and asks Satan “So, how’s 
it going down there?”  Satan replies “Hey, 
things are going great.  We’ve got air 
conditioning and flush toilets and escalators, 
and there’s no telling what this engineer is 
going to come up with next.” 

God is horrified.  “What, you’ve got an 
engineer?  That’s a mistake—he should never 
have gone down there!  You know all 
engineers go to Heaven.  Send him up here!” 

Satan says “No way! I like having an engineer 
on the staff.  I’m keeping him.” 

God says “Send him back up here or I’ll sue!” 

“Yeah, right,” Satan laughs “and where are 
you going to get a lawyer?” 

 

(With apologies to any lawyers reading this!) 
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Emergency Numbers 

If you find yourself housebound and in 
need, please ring one of these 

numbers for help: 

Sheepy:  Mrs Green 01827 880047 or  
Mrs Negus 01827 880645 

Ratcliffe:  Mrs Pratt 01827 714565 

Orton:  Mrs McKay 01827 880308 

Twycross:  vacant, see p 15 

 

I’m planning Christmas Cards and a Calendar for Ratcliffe Culey again this 

year—see page 7.  If any other villages would like help to create their 

own, please get in touch. 

New advertiser this month: 

 Diane at Holly Lodge Cattery is looking for a Cattery Assistant  

on page 10 

The next edition will be the bumper Christmas issue, so please don’t forget to send 

details of all the planned events for December (and January—this will be a double issue) 

to your village correspondent as named above by 12 November at the latest. 

While you are attending the forthcoming village events, do keep your camera handy and 

let me have plenty of photos—we might even run to 4 sides of colour in the New Year if 

I get enough good quality, high resolution pictures to fill them!  

I’m happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but I reserve the right as 

editor to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.  Many thanks    HA 

A Word from the Editor 
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Goodbye to an  
Old Friend 

The iconic copper beech tree on 
the front corner of the churchyard 
in Sheepy has had to be removed.  

It was suffering from a fungal 
infection which, over the past two 

years, reduced the density of 
leaves and the strength of the 

wood to such an extent that it was 
becoming a danger.   

Mike and his team from Twycross Tree Services completed 
the felling and removed the waste.  We have kept some 
timber with a future project in mind.  The upkeep of the 

churchyard is the responsibility of the Parish Council, who 
have funded this task, and work is underway to look at a 

suitable replacement. 

Belles (& Boys) of St Trinians! 
A group from the Sheepy Melody Makers 

(left) having a whale of a time, entertaining 
diners at the Sheepy “School Dinners” 

Strolling Supper on 6 October.   
More snaps from the event below 

Sheepy School Pupils Enjoying “Cross Country” in the Fields 


