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Weddings R Us
Pictures of our stand at
Mythe Barn Wedding
Venue Open Evening,
promoting the churches
in the Benefice to
couples. Left: Sheila
being shy! Revd Julia

Sheepy School
Clockwise from left: Olivia as the Queen
of Hearts; Holly, Grace & Jacob with a
space computer; Finlay reading to Fergus;
a huge rocket; and Chloe
reading to Eva (see p17 for
details of all activities)

Pancake Day
All Saints Church Sheepy was a hub of activity (L) on
28 February when Pancakes were the order of the day. Many
popped into church and enjoyed a tasty pancake or two (or
three, Roger!) A good time was had by all, on what has become
a popular date on our calendar.
Christine Wood

Distributed free to around 900 households in all six parishes ten times a year
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Church Services—April 2017
(All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org

2017 Lent Gatherings
Remaining with the Pilgrim course material, this year
in the 'Grow' stage [so we're progressing!], we shall
be looking at 'The Eucharist'. ALL welcome to one or
more sessions...just join us when you can.
All Wednesdays: 29 March, 5, 12 April
All Saints Church, Sheepy, 7.30pm
Revd Julia
Confirmation
Confirmation marks the point in the Christian journey at which you affirm for yourself the faith
into which you have been baptized and your intention to live a life of committed discipleship.
This affirmation is confirmed through prayer and the laying on of hands by the confirming bishop. The
Church also asks God to give you power, through the Holy Spirit, to enable you to live in the way of Jesus.

The Bishop of Leicester has released dates for our Deanery Confirmation service, and it is to be at

Holy Trinity Church, Hinckley on Sunday 11 June [evening]
Confirmations … if you would like to be confirmed, or wish to explore this further,
please speak with Revd. Julia.
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View From the Pulpit
Easter with a “Bang”
In the gospel of Matthew,
he’s the only one who
mentions an earthquake on
Easter morning.
[Matthew 28]
Matthew tends to include
the big things like that—he’s
the one who tells us about
the star and the magi coming
to Bethlehem too.
Matthew understands that
Jesus’ presence in the world is a cosmic event, after
which nothing will ever be the same. And so he
tells us about an earthquake.
Earthquakes are measured by seismographs and
studied by seismologists. Both of those words
come from the Greek verb seismo—and that verb,
which means to shake or to quake is all over the
place in the end of Matthew’s gospel.

comes another earthquake—God's way of
rearranging things, restoring the fullness of life to
his world.

In the resurrection, God says Yes to Jesus and No to
the powers who killed him.
God says Yes to the way of loving self sacrifice and
No to a world set on domination, hierarchy,
exploitation and greed.
That earthquake is the force of God's love,
changing everything forever.
It is the fault line running through history and
through our lives, altering the landscape of both
beyond recognition.
We can't be sure that we'll stay safe—if by safe you
mean comfortable, secure, in an environment that
you can control. I don't think that has ever been
part of the deal when, through baptism, you begin
to share Christ's risen life.
Not for nothing do the angels of the resurrection
greet the women “Do not be afraid”.

In Holy Week, we have the story of Jesus entering
Jerusalem and hear that the whole city is in uproar, This is scary stuff, not a picnic in the park, or a quiet
visit to a cherished monument.
or in the Greek, the whole city was shaking.
Then again, on Good Friday as Jesus gave up his
spirit, the earth shook. Then on Easter Day, in
Matthew’s gospel, it happens twice: the earth
shakes while an angel rolls back the stone, and
then the Roman guards shake and become like
dead men.
What’s all the shaking about? The world has
changed. Just as a physical earthquake releases the
tension built up beneath the earth's crust, so the
tension between God's way and that chosen by
fallen humanity has built up over centuries. The
pressure mounts as Jesus both lives and preaches
another route—challenging the powers that be:
personally, socially, politically, religiously.

This is an encounter with the life-changing God,
breaking into his world with all his re-creative
power —power enough to bring down the mighty,
power that can, and does, make all things new ...
This Easter we meet to celebrate a world turned
upside down … can we, as we do so, invite the risen
Christ to turn our lives upside down too?

Of course it is a risk.
It involves giving up control, shifting out of the
driving seat forever.
Nonetheless, do not be afraid ...

This is the God who transforms death to life, not
just for his own beloved Son but for all who put
Small wonder that they need to silence him—that's their trust in Him.
the story of Good Friday.
Then, and only then, will we truly be able to say …
The powerful take on and defeat the powerless …
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The vulnerable are wounded … might trumps right.
That's Friday—the day when the sky turns black
and hope seems lost forever … but on Sunday

Every Blessing
Revd. Julia
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View From an Orton Pew
I didn't realise that it was Orton's
turn for the “view from a pew” until
I saw the email this week (deadline
week for the Gazette). I wondered
where on earth I could find the
inspiration to come up with something, whilst
rushing around doing the usual work, kids, household
and life stuff. But then, on the eve of deadline day, I
opened my daily meditation book called “Acts of
Faith” by Iyanla Vanzant. There are soothing words
for each day of the year. Other days have addressed
education, or belief in yourself, or stress, to name but
a few, but the page that particular day offered the
following. Divine intervention maybe?

for Him and about Him, but if His glory is not
produced in our lives, what are we really saying? The
only way for God to be seen is through our lives. Our
lives must reflect all the things we say God is. We are
His hands, feet, eyes and voice. Our lives reflect who
and what God is. Are we living a happy life? Are we
thinking peaceful thoughts? The only way for God to
demonstrate who He is, is for us to do it for Him. We
must demonstrate what we know about God in the
way we think, talk, walk, and live. God is peace. God
is strength. God is mercy. God is forgiving. God is all
knowing, all powerful, abundant, radiant life. God is
love. To know God is to be like Him. All else is a
figment of your imagination.'

'We can talk about God, sing about Him, pray to Him,

Sharon Redfern

The 1928 Diary of Revd. William
George Southwell MA.
Rector of Sheepy & Ratcliffe 1888 -1929

Sunday April 8th 1928; Easter Sunday
Wind SE Some rain early, fine later
Sheepy offertory 1/6. Ratcliffe 1/Early service 8.30, 43 present.
Ratcliffe 10.30, 17
Sheepy 11.15, 17
I managed to perform services and preach 3
times, but at every service was much troubled
by my ailment.
God mercifully gave me strength for the work.
This is the last extract for our Gazette...but it
tells of the ill health that led to the death of
William in the following May, 1929.
Despite his age and ill health, he continually
thanks God for strength.
Thanks be to God.
Revd. Julia Hargreaves,
current Priest in Charge.
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Out of the 80 million Easter eggs sold in this part of
the world every year, The Real Easter Egg is the only
one which has an Easter story booklet in the box, is
made of Fairtrade chocolate and makes a donation
to charity from its sales.
The Real Easter Egg was launched in 2010 but at first
all the supermarkets turned it down. It was left to
churches and church schools to place orders and
fund The Meaningful Chocolate Company to begin
making The Real Easter Egg. To date, more than one
million eggs have been sold, with 750,000 of these
sent directly to churches and schools.
This success has meant the production of Fairtrade
chocolate has moved to the UK and over £250,000
has been donated to charity.

Where to buy
You can buy the blue Original egg from Tesco,
Waitrose, or Morrisons. Christian bookshops and
some cathedrals also have stock.
See the full range or order online at:
www.realeasteregg.co.uk
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Orton News

Community News

Spring 60 Minute Makeover

APPLEBY MAGNA FILM CLUB

If you've seen
the TV
programme, you
know how this
works. We need
an army of
people, young
and older,
male and female, to give up
an hour of their time on
Saturday 1 April (this is not
an April Fool joke!) from
10-11am, to help springclean the church, both
inside and out.
Bring your dusters and
strimmers and help us
spruce up our lovely
community church and churchyard—it will be fun!!

This is the final call for all spring cleaners.
Please roll up to help us blitz the church on
Saturday 1 April between 10 and 11 am.

Plant Sale

Friday 21 April showing ‘THEEB’
Arabic with subtitles.
In the Ottoman province of Hijaz
during WWI, a young Bedouin
boy experiences a hastened
coming of age/loss of innocence as he guides a
British officer to his secret destination. Told from
the boy’s perspective, realised through stunning
cinematography. (Some violence/disturbing
images)
FILMS ARE SHOWN in the Church Hall, Church St.,
Appleby Magna, DE12 7BB at 2:30pm & 8:00pm.
For more information contact Sonia Liff on 01530
272327 or email sonia@applebymagna.org.uk
This will be the last film of our 2016/2017 season.
The AGM is provisionally scheduled for the
afternoon of Sunday 7 May.
The club is run by a small group of volunteers and
is in real need of new helpers if it is to continue.
Anyone interested is invited to contact either
Sonia Liff on 01530 272327 or Linda Plummer on
01827 880241 or email
linda.plummer3@btinternet.com

Atherstone Art Group
Exhibition

Some of our greenfingered villagers are
growing plants ready
for our May plant sale
and coffee morning.

“OUR LANDSCAPE”

More details will follow
in the May Gazette.

Free entry. All welcome.
Refreshments and home-made cake

AGM of Orton DCC
This will be held on Monday 3 April at 7.30pm in
church.

Everyone is welcome to come along and inspect our
annual accounts and maybe you will be inspired to
join us—please note that no-shows among current
members will be co-opted for another year!

Saturday 8 April 1pm-3pm &
Sunday 9 April 11am-3pm

Owen Street Community Arts Centre
Atherstone Art Group meets once a week on
Tuesdays 1-3pm.
Suitable for beginners
or advanced.
For more information
contact Val on
01827 712461
5
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Renovation Experts
High class builder with 30yrs experience
offering specialist services
Refurbishment & restoration of traditional
properties using reclaimed materials &
traditional building methods
Barn conversions

Mrs C A Parkes
MCSP SRP

Orangeries/oak conservatories
Farm houses

Chartered Physiotherapist

Extensions & alterations

Member of Health Professions Council

Orton House Physiotherapy
Orton House Farm
Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR

Mobile: 0789 996 6214
Telephone: 01827 880238
Member of the Organisation of
Chartered Physiotherapists
in Private Practice

Luxury period bathrooms

Self Service
Milk Vending Machine
Come and try our natural milk,
produced by the cows at Manor Farm,
Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey CV9 3NY
Open 7am to 7pm
Only £1 per litre

Bespoke hand-made kitchens
See our range of green oak garden furniture at
www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk
01827 881085 or 07875 498628
email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com

1Ltr reusable glass bottles and
2Ltr plastic containers available
or bring your own container

Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey
01827 715701

Cosy, warm, country pub
serving real ales,
fine wines and
freshly prepared,
home cooked cuisine.
Lunchtime menu:
2 Mains for £12
(excluding Sunday)
View our menus online at:

www.gate-ratcliffe.co.uk
Open Monday 5-10pm
Tues–Fri 12–2:30pm & 5–11pm
Saturday 12 noon–11pm
Sunday 12 noon–8pm
Lunch: Tues-Fri 12–2, Sat 12–3
Traditional Sun Lunch 12–3:30
6

Evening meals Weds–Sat 6–9
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Ratcliffe Culey News
Ratcliffe Friendship Club
After our AGM in March we look forward to our new
programme. On 5 April our speaker is Carole Haines
who will give an illustrated talk on “Ancient Egypt – a
trip down the Nile”.
On 3 May we have a talk on “Guide Dogs for the
Blind”. This is to be followed in June by a fund
raising event, more details in the May Gazette. Both
of these meetings are open to all, including nonmembers, and will be held as usual at 7:30pm in the
Church Room. Everybody is welcome for a small
charge of £2 (to include tea or coffee and a raffle
ticket).

Past Events
Coffee Morning
Thanks to those who attended on a beautiful sunny
day. A good social time was enjoyed by all and a
total of £110.50 was raised.
Thanks to those who sent items for sale and those
who helped with the refreshments and the various
stalls.

Future Events

Ratcliffe Calendar
2018
Our third annual Ratcliffe
Village Calendar will be on
the theme of “Ratcliffe
Characters & Customs”.
This could be interpreted in many ways—a portrait of
your favourite local resident (or maybe their pet); a
photo of a local event (Carol Service, Lane Setting,
Ploughing, Harvest, etc.); a local group (the Art
Group, Friendship Club etc.); or maybe the occupant
of our phone box could take a starring role! The only
limit is your imagination.
There will be a competition to select the 12 best
photos with the prize being a free copy of the
calendar and the chance to see your name “in lights”
amongst the photographers.

Start taking those snaps now, or dig out your
favourites from previous years, so that we have
plenty to choose from. The closing date will be
1 October, to give us time to choose the winners and
get the calendar printed well before Christmas.

Quiz Night

Beautiful
Jack
Russell
puppies for
sale

This will take place on Friday
28 April at 7:30 pm in the
church room. The usual
format: a maximum of 4 per
table at £3 per head.
Refreshments will be
provided but please bring
your own drinks.

Lane Setting
This will be on the evening of 20 April at The Gate.

Next Services

Mothering Sunday 26 March,
Holy Communion 10am
Sunday 23 April,

Holy Communion 10am
Richard Jones

Mum has a lovely temperament
Will be Microchipped and have had
first injection
Used to children and
family home
£250
Call Rosemary 01827 720123 /
07891 145 467
7
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Lawn
Care

Tree Pruning
Rubbish
Removal

Garden
Maintenance

Hedge
Trimming

Cleaning
Paths &
Paving

Weeding
Contact Clive on:
Tel 01827 713379
Mob 07971 646107

Lab Cote Windows

Experienced
cleaner
available
complete with references
Tel: Anne 01827 875905

Upvc windows, Doors, Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits Guttering
Deal direct with the Company owner. We do not use sales reps and we prepare
written quotes for your consideration. Established over 35 years.
Energy saving A-Rated Windows as standard. Triple glazing also available.
We offer free no obligation advice to prevent expensive mistakes.
CERTASS approved (to issue Document L Building Control Certificates.)
Please ask for our free Company Checklist to help you make your decision, we will be happy to
send you a copy without obligation. Contact us to see if we can help, you will be glad you did!

Tel 01827 881531 Mobile 07932 996745

www.labcotewindows.co.uk E mail labcotewindows @aol.com

Sheepy News
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Special April Services In Sheepy
Thursday 13 April—There will be a celebration of the
Passover Meal with Communion in Church at 7:30pm.
Everyone welcome. The service will be followed by a
bring and share supper.
Easter Sunday Dawn Service—16 April at 6am. There will
be breakfast following the dawn communion service.
There will also be a Family Service at Sheepy Church at
11am on Easter Sunday.

Brunch

April 2017

(cont p8)
Tuesday Church

Tuesday Church is an informal service with
music, a story and a craft activity, open to
all pre-school children and their carers.
The next service is at 11:30am on Tuesday 9 May, as the
second Tuesday in April falls during the Easter holidays. If
you care for a young child, why not come along and have
some fun? All helpers are fully DBS checked.

Good Friday Workshop

The church will be open for refreshments starting with
bacon sandwiches at the off at 10am, moving on to soup,
cakes and a barbecue for lunch. There will be a stall of
items given to the church to sell, books etc. See box p8.

Do you like having fun?
Do you like making things and painting?
Are you aged between 3 and 12?
(Pre-schoolers please bring a carer)
Then why not come along to our Good Friday Workshop
Find out about the real meaning of Easter
All Saints Church, Sheepy Magna, Friday 14 April
10am to 12noon, £1.00 per child
For more information or to book a place contact
Jean on 01827 880645 or Sue on 01827 880517
All helpers are DBS checked

Mothers’ Union

Sheepy WI

On 6 April at 2pm we are meeting in Church to join the
school in a service to celebrate their Religious Education
week. After the service we will have tea and biscuits and
conduct any other business.

Sheepy WI have been very busy the last few weeks. We
have had a talk from Sue Tonks about the idiosyncrasies
of being English, which was very amusing; a trip to Leekes
in Coventry with lunch; and Jean Pritchett our Treasurer
took part in her first ever half marathon in preparation
for the London Marathon this month (photo back page).

Brunch will be served in church on Saturday 8 April
between 10am and 12 noon. £5 a head. Full cooked
breakfast, toast and marmalade and endless tea and
coffee. Proceeds towards the church renovation.

May Day Village Sale

Open House
24 April 2pm at the home of Mrs Jean Negus. We will
hold our annual Plant Sale in aid of Tear Fund. If anyone
has any spare cuttings etc. please bring them along.
Everyone welcome.

Sheepy Magna Ladies’ Group
Following a most successful year last year, we have
decided to keep subs at £12 and continue to use local
talent for our speakers. The next meeting is on
Wednesday 19 April, when we will be welcoming back
Helen Anderton.
We have a theatre trip booked to see “Barnum” in May at
The Concordia Theatre, Hinckley.
We offer a wide range of different speakers, trips out and
delicious suppers.
We meet on the third Wednesday of each month, at
7:30pm, in Sheepy Memorial Hall. New members and
visitors are always welcome. For more information about
forthcoming events or the group in general, call Sue on
01827 880517 or Pat on 01827880627.

Christian Aid Week 14-20 May
We will not be making an envelope collection in Sheepy
but will instead be holding a Soup and Bread Lunch in
church on Saturday 20 May between 12noon and 2pm.
Everyone will be welcome and there will be a collection of
donations towards the charity work of Christian Aid.

We have a fundraising fashion show and shopping event
on Monday 3 April—see box on page 8.
Also, as part of the national WI “WIFI Weekend”, 16–18
June, Sheepy WI members invite you to a camping
weekend of relaxation and laughter—see box on page 8.
If these events sound interesting we’d love you to come
and join us. We meet at Sheepy Memorial Hall on the 4th
Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm. The next meeting is
25 April when we will be learning about Indian Cookery.
Contact us at sheepywi@hotmail.com

Sheepy Local History Society
March’s meeting included an illustrated talk entitled “Sheepy
Parva before & after the Enclosure of 1769” and attempted to
identify the sites & boundaries of the open 3-field system.
These were known as Lovats (sic) Bridge or Brooke Field,
Middle Field & Little Field and there is still evidence today of
ridges & furrow within these areas. On display: 1870s memos
from C B Lowe of Sheepy Hall; Early 20th C newspaper articles; 4
original cookery books dating from 1902 to 1940; 1914
Illustrated War news; 1937 original air raid precaution booklet
(national); 1970s plans/correspondence re Memorial Hall Car
Park; etc. The next meeting is on Tuesday 11 April at 7:30pm in
Sheepy Memorial Hall, when we will look in more detail at
Parva immediately after enclosure. For further details contact
Lynne Percival on 01827 880721 or email
9
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Restore your inner peace with
a relaxing treatment
*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT
*Indian Head Massage
*Hot Stones Massage

Call JILLY on 07971 488690
Reiki Master and Teacher

Pinwall Garden Services
Call Dan on 07931 506613
Regular garden maintenance
One-off tidy ups
Tree and Shrub pruning
Grass and hedge cutting
All types of weed control
Fencing work

MG EVANS & SONS LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS
Holmville House, Long Street, Atherstone CV9 1AX
Telephone: 01827-713240 – 24 hours
20 Albert Rd, Tamworth B79 7JN
Telephone: 01827-310035 – 24 hours
Established 1969 – Over 45 years in business
GOLDEN CHARTER FUNERAL PLANS
Jaguar Limousines

www.mgevansandsons.co.uk

FENCE MAN JOHN
FOR POST AND RAIL FENCING
THAT LOOKS "THE PART"
DESIGNED AND BUILT
TO "DO THE JOB" AND LAST
Feather edge, post & rail, picket
fencing; panels supplied/fitted
Post repair specialist
Rose arches, raised beds,
planters, screens
Garden gates made to order
Garden woodworking solutions
No job too small
All jobs surveyed free first
Written estimate within 7 days
Stoke Golding

Call John on 01455 212984
or Mob 07890 070681
www.fencemanjohn.co.uk
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Rolls Royce Hearse
Horse Drawn Hearse

Advertise Here!
A box this size (5cm tall)
costs just £5 per issue
We can design it for you
Just contact the editor:
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855

Sheepy Benefice Gazette

Community News

Scams and Crimes
More warnings—from Action Fraud, Neighbourhood
Alert, the Police and elsewhere—of potential scams
etc. to be aware of.


That old favourite, an email telling you of a tax
refund and tempting you to click a link, is still
prevalent. HMRC will never advise you of a refund
by email, however official it may look; they will
send you a P800 official form by post.



Local police say thieves targeted a farm in
Dadlington about 18 March for a Starfire 3000
tractor GPS—beware if you have one. Also reports
of diesel being stolen from building sites recently.



At this time of year, reports of allotment- and shed
-related crime increase. Police recommend the
following precautions:



Generator and battery theft also increase at this
time of year: visibly mark your property to reduce
its value to a thief and aid identification;
photograph your equipment as a record; try to
camouflage where the equipment is kept and if
there is a light on it to show that it is working, try
to cover this so it isn’t easily spotted at night;
trackers can be attached to batteries and
generators which will make it easier to trace if
stolen.

April 2017

The Great British
Spring Clean
Local volunteer group, Sheepy Litter
Pickers United (pictured on the back cover), recently
took part in The Great British Spring Clean Campaign
backed by TV wildlife presenter Steve Backshall.
During the weekend of 3–5 March, over 30 bags of
rubbish were collected from around the parish with
the support of Hinckley & Bosworth Council Clean
Neighbourhood Team.
Litter is becoming a serious and expensive problem
nationwide. It costs the country over £1bn a year to
try and keep our streets and countryside free from
the escalating blight of litter and fly-tipping. This, of
course, comes out of our council tax—which could be
better spent elsewhere.
Dropping litter is illegal and you are subject to fines if
caught. The group’s message is:
Please take your litter home &
dispose of it wisely.
Love where you live.

11
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PRIME BEEF & LAMB
LOCALLY PRODUCED
Licensed to deal in game

BATES OF
ATHERSTONE LTD
6 Market Street, Atherstone
Telephone: 01827 713175

OAKEY & MILLER
GARDENING SERVICES
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding,
Hedge cutting, Slab laying, Fencing

No job too small
Call ROBERT on 07814 586013
or STUART on 07478349521
for a free quote

Softleys
in the Square
Market Bosworth
Telephone:
01455 290464
All menus available to view online or telephone us
Accommodation available from £69.00
Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26
A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner
Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16
email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com
www.softleys.com

MKS Décor
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER &
DECORATOR
FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN
For a FREE quotation contact
Matthew on: 07816 428929
email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk

High Class Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

M D Matthews

Telephone: 01827-718974
Mobile: 07946-731649
Email:
mdmatt@btinternet.com

JAMIE EDWARDS
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR

SMITHS GARAGE LTD
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE
CV9 3NB
•
•
•
•

NEW & USED CAR SALES
SERVICE & MOT TESTING
ACCIDENT REPAIRS
FORD PARTS SALES

OPENING HOURS:
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday
8:00am to 5:00pm

TELEPHONE
01827-712156
12

Tel: 01827 881098
Mobile: 07900 908007
Sibson

Advertise Here!
A box this size (5cm tall)
costs just £5 per issue
We can design it for you
Just contact the editor:
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
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Sibson News

Sibson Church
Flower Festival
Celebration
Gourmet Night
7:30pm Saturday 10 June
Sibson Village Hall
£40 per head
Come and join us for a fabulous local gourmet night
out and raise fund for St Botolph’s Church, Sibson
Event run by the highly recommended
“gourmet pop up” team
Check them out at Facebook: gourmetpopup
Bookings can be made direct with them:
Email: gourmetpopup2015@gmail.com
Tel: 01827 880539, Mobile: 07793553045
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What’s Brown & Sticky?
Before I give you the answer, we urgently need your
help at Sibson churchyard on Sunday 9 April at
10:30am (after the Palm Sunday service at 9:30am)
for no more than 30–45 minutes. Refreshments will
be provided.
The problem is that storm Doris has brought down a
huge amount of brush wood from the trees, which
must be removed before our contractor can carry out
the first grass cut of the season. A simple task, but
labour intensive. No tools required except
appropriate footwear and gloves if you need them.
Please help, many hands will make light work.
Thanks, Nigel.
(Answer to the question = A stick!)

Sibson Easter Sunday
Family Service

Photograph
Competition
Get your photographs published locally in the Sibson,
Upton and Wellsborough 2018 calendar!
We are looking for photographs of the countryside,
flora and fauna taken locally throughout the year.
Winning photographs will be published in the 2018
calendar in aid of Sibson village hall and church.
Separate categories for Adults and Children,
so kids get snapping too!
Entry deadline: 1st October 2017
Send your entries to alison@genysisconsultants.co.uk

Easter Lilies—Reminder
If you wish to make a donation to the
Easter lilies in memory of a loved one,
please place your gift in an envelope
with your name and the name of the loved one, and
deliver it to Anne Bond at Vine Cottage, Sheepy Road,
Sibson not later than 3 April. Thank you.

10am Sunday 16 April
Come and join us for a short celebration service with
your favourite hymns
Coffee and cake afterwards
…..and kids, we’ll be giving out free Easter eggs!

Sibson
Village Hall
Looking for somewhere to hold a regular
group or event? Look no further
Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any
occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, off road
parking and a pleasant outdoor area.
Cost of hire:
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:
£12 per hour, or excluding Main Hall: £6.50 per hour
We only charge for the time of the event
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards
For further details, to check availability, and to book
Please call Brian May on 01827 880511
or Email sibsonvh@mail.com
@Sibson Parish Village Hall
13
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We are the area’s leading stockists of accessories and components:

01827
716111

To Advertise in the Gazette, contact the Editor:
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
(£1 per column centimetre per issue, or £40 a half page)
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Twycross News

St James’ Church
Twycross plant swap and sale Saturday 13 May 2017
10am-12pm St James Church—see box on right.

49 CLUB winners
Geraldene Massey, Flavia Philips, Ged Healey &
Louise Barker.
Congratulations to all and thanks for your support.
If you would like to join, please call Audrey on
01827 880035.

Staging /shelving wanted!
St. James’ Church is need of some storage in its bell
tower. If you have any spare, please contact Audrey
on 01827 880035.

Twycross House School
Once again Twycross House School skiers, from the
Sixth Form and Senior 5, headed south during the
February half term on the 1500 mile round trip to
Sauze d’Oulx in Italy for the school ski trip. This is a
report on the trip.

April 2017

Twycross plant
swap and sale
Bring a plant, and take another away for free!
Or just buy something on the day
Saturday 13 May 2017
10am–12pm
St James Church
There will be drinks and cake too!
Vegetable seedlings are already on the go,
also some geraniums doing nicely.
The rest will be a surprise!
If anyone has a spare window sill,
let me know!
Please contact Katie Hebbes, if interested.
Tel 01827 880 480
katiehebbes@yahoo.co.uk

As we ascended to the snowy slopes for the first day,
skiers were sorted into groups and took to the slopes.
It was good to see that the beginners, who had
completed ski lessons at the Snowdome, were off
quickly onto the main pistes after a morning on the
nursery slopes.
From the second day onwards, the sun shone and
everyone enjoyed the extensive runs of the Vialattea
ski area. At the end of the week the instructors
awarded certificates to their groups and were very
complimentary both on the skiing and the company
of their skiers.
Après ski activities included a quiz night arranged by
Miss Clift, and a sports evening organised by Mr
Knight and Miss Robinson, as well as a trip to a local
Pizza restaurant.
After a week that passed quickly in a blur of sun,
snow and skiing, it was with some relief that we
settled back on our coach for the long trip home with
weary limbs and tired bones …. and thoughts of the
next Twycross ski trip 2019.
(Pictures of the group, right)
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Handcrafted Cupcakes &
Celebration Cakes!

www.francescasinclair.co.uk
Maths Tuition
Available for AS, A Level,
GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs

Vintage china and cutlery hire
All cakes freshly made to order
with locally sourced ingredients
where possible

Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk

For further details or to discuss these and
other catering requirements

Telephone 07901 547360

Contact Jane in Sheepy on:
01827 880996 or 07870 934 192
www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery
www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958

Private Tuition
since 2004 by
fully qualified teacher
A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology
GCSE Maths & Sciences
Home schooling, adult learners &
teacher training support

Dr Alan Wood
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01827 719923

TIM HARDING
Your Local Electrician
no job too small or large
FREE advice
& quotations

Telephone
07977 012940 or 01827 880473
Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna,
Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ

Have you thought of advertising your business
or service in the Sheepy Benefice Gazette?
You will reach every household in Sheepy,
Ratcliffe Culey, Sibson, Shenton,
Orton and Twycross.
Our rates are very affordable—just £1 per column
centimetre. So a box 6cm square would be just £6 per issue
and if you want something 2 columns wide, just double it.
This box, for example, could be yours for £20 per issue.

We can design an ad for you or use your own artwork.
Contact the Editor, Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com or 01827 714855
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Sheepy Magna CofE Primary School News

April 2017

www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk
After a well-earned rest during the February half term, the
children came back refreshed and ready to learn!
World Book Day
Thursday 2 March was World Book Day. We celebrated at school
by dressing up as our favourite book character (e.g. James Bailey as
Willy Wonka, right), taking part in paired reading, and writing a
whole school collaborative story. (More photos on the front cover.)
Each class, starting with Swaledale (Year 3/4), were given a story
sack with some ideas and prompts to keep the story on track. The
story then went to Southdown (Year 6), Woodlands (Year 4/5),
Portland (Reception/ Year 1) and finally to Cotswold (Year 1/2).
The final copy of ‘Rosie the Super Pilot’ (see below right) was then
given to some Year 6 children who read the story out in Assembly
at the end of the day. It was a challenging exercise but the
children managed to write a fantastic story together.
Space
KS1 started a 3 week design and technology topic ‘Architects in Space’,. The children have
loved learning about the Solar System and about space exploration, but they have especially
loved making their creations for their space station. In Portland the children made a huge
rocket, computers, a space dog kennel and a vending machine amongst other things! (See
photos front cover). Year 1 and 2 ended their topic with a trip to the National Space Centre
on 10 March whilst the Receptions had a moon party!
KS2 delved even deeper into Space, learning about the seasons, the phases of the Moon, stars
and their constellations. They also tried their hand at palaeontology: learning about fossils and
thinking about what is under our feet. They ended their topic with a visit to ‘The Big Bang’
event at the NEC on 15 March.
Sarah Hall, teacher, Portland Class

Sheepy PTA Event
Fashion & Fizz—
The Pimms Edition

Monday 22 May—7pm
at Sheepy Magna
Primary School

A fabulous opportunity to purchase
Designer High Street Fashion at a
fraction of the cost!
Glass of Pimms on arrival &
Fashion Show
Try before you Buy
Tickets £5 per person
available from the school office
All proceeds towards the Sheepy School PTA
Everybody Welcome

Rosie the Super Pilot

It was a special day in Space Pod City, on the distant
planet of Sirgreen. The blazing sun reflected off
the glass roofs. Shiny metal skyscrapers reached
for the bright azure sky. Rosie was very excited
because today she was going to graduate from Space
Pod Academy. She would be a real space pilot! The
only shadow over the day was that her dad was too
busy at work to care!
Everyone was seated in the joyful auditorium (the
tension was palpable!); Rosie scanned the chattering
crowd. No sight of Dad, her head dropped in dismay
as she lost confidence. All of a sudden a bellowing
voice boomed out and silenced the noisy crowd!
“We have an emergency! We have discovered a new
solar system, which might collide with Sirgreen!”
Rosie thought to herself, this could be my moment
to prove I’m better than all the other graduates ...
(If you want to know what happened next, the full
story will appear on the school website!
www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk)
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Sheepy Memorial Hall

www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall 07583 272624

Tickets for all events available from
Sheepy Memorial Hall 07583 272624,
the new website (see above), or from
Anji on 07837 370714.

Hall Bookings:
Available for parties, family
celebrations and funerals.
Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term
bookings. Telephone or text us on 07583
272624, or look at our website for more details.

Regular Activities
NEW! Adult Tap Classes—see p16
Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 12 noon til 1.30 pm.
All comers welcome, just turn up.
Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday
10.30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and
Tea, great chat and company.
Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd
Tuesday monthly, plus Research & Cataloguing
last Monday monthly, 10-12 in 1st Flr Heritage
Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
Zumba with Bonnie: 9:15am Wednesdays, £4
for one hour, 07973 743 217.
rd

Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3 Wed eve
monthly 01827 880517
Didgeridoo Class: with tutor Mark Harwood.
Beginners welcome, no instrument required.
7:30pm 4th Weds of the month, £5.
Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday
monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm
Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday
monthly 7pm.
Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751
email puppyschool@mail.com, website
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk
Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:309:30pm - Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602
18

The Inspirations
The local ladies-only choir—
The Inspirations—have been working
hard throughout this new year, and have
been asked to open the forthcoming Brum Bands
concert at Birmingham Town Hall.
The concert is a fundraiser for the 21 people who
lost their lives in the
Birmingham pub bombings in 1974.
"We are delighted to be able to help" said Bonnie
O'Reilly, Musical Director of the Inspirations.
"We are opening the show with 3 or 4 songs, and
then back on stage at the finale to sing with
all of the participating bands.
It's going to be an amazing night.
The choir will also open the Sheepy Church fete on
1st July, sing acapella backing with the Back Beat
Beatles at Coventry's Rialto in September, and are
planning another of their hugely enjoyable
Christmas Concerts for December.
The ladies rehearse the first 3 Tuesdays each month.
If you are interested in joining, call
Bonnie on 07973 743217 or Anji on 078373 70714

Sheepy Shed
Brunch Club
Every Wednesday
10.30am—Bacon and
Coffee, Sausage and Tea,
great chat and company.
Sparkenhoe Arts Society
www.sparkenhoearts.co.uk
Next lecture 3 April 2017
Berlin to Bridlington: Lucian Freud and David
Hockney. Great artists are like buses: you wait years
for one to turn up and then two come at once. The
nearly impossible question will be addressed: who is
the greater artist?
John Iddon is a lecturer and guide at Tate Britain and
Tate Modern and lectures widely, including for the
National Trust and the Peggy Guggenheim Gallery in
Venice.
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April 2017
Emergency Numbers

If you find yourself housebound and in
need, please ring one of these
numbers for help:
Sheepy: Mrs Green 01827 880047 or
Mrs Negus 01827 880645
Ratcliffe: Mrs Pratt 01827 714565
Orton: Mrs McKay 01827 880308
Twycross: vacant
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Editor’s Notes
You can see all the
Gazette in full colour
if you go to the
Benefice website
(www.sheepybenefice.org) and
click on “Gazette” on the top tabs. If you have mislaid your copy and need a phone
number or advertiser's details, that’s also the place to go.


Jack Russell puppies are for sale on page 7 and Bonnie is starting Adult Tap Classes
on page 16. We rely on advertising income to pay for printing the Gazette, so
please mention us to any local tradespeople or businesses who might like to
advertise—just put them in touch with me (details in Who's Who above).

Please send news for the May edition to your village correspondent, as named above, by
12 April at the latest.
I’m happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but I reserve the right, as
editor, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.
Many thanks HA
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Someone’s Been Busy!
Tomato seeds, potted up by Katie Hebbes, ready for
the Twycross plant swap and plant sale on Saturday
13 May—see page 15 for details.

Litter Pickers Unite
Local volunteer group Sheepy Litter Pickers
United, recently took part in The Great British
Spring Clean, see page 11 for details.
Group members, from left to right: Andrew
Gough, David May, Jane May, Ian Papworth, Lynda
Papworth (and Bibby McCormack, not present).

Sheepy WI
Left, Jean Pritchett after her half marathon at Silverstone (see page 9). Right, Janet Kavanagh, Sheepy
WI President, photographed with TV historian Dr Lucy Worsley ,who was a speaker at the
Leicestershire and Rutland WI Annual Council Meeting in March.
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