Volume 20: Issue 3

April 2018

Sheepy Benefice Gazette
Covering: Orton » Ratcliffe » Sheepy » Shenton » Sibson » Twycross
www.sheepybenefice.org or

(search: Sheepy Group of Churches)

Sheepy’s Golden Couple
Jan and Neil Jones recently
celebrated 50 years of
marriage. On Saturday
24th February, to mark
the exact date, they celebrated
with family and friends at
Twycross Zoo. (Photo by their
daughter-in-law, Helen.)
Congratulations to a
wonderful couple.

Sheepy CoE
School
The children learned
about Romans (L)
and celebrated
World Book Day (R),
see stories p17
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Church Services—April 2018
All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org
NB Whilst Sheepy Church is being re-ordered, services will be held in
Sheepy CE Primary School, with a weekly 9am Thursday Holy Communion in
Orton Church (except 2nd Thursday monthly)

View From a Twycross Pew
God’s Little Helpers

a dog can be trained to do, and while all the training
is going on he’s happy, because he has someone with
Our four-footed friends, yes, God’s name
him. They love life and it’s a life of service to
spelled backwards: D.O.G. Loving you
humanity.
because you’re you and he belongs to
you, like God loves us because we belong Whether it’s the
to him and we are his. Our dogs obey our companionship of a top
commands—they want to please us, they respond to show dog, or a scruffy
a whistle, a clicker, or a voice. You want your dog to little mongrel, it matters
do the things you want of him and he will follow you not, for the joy and love
they bring into a home is
everywhere because he loves you and wants to be
with you always. God wants us to follow him. Jesus one of God’s blessings.
I’m convinced God uses them as his little helpers, to
said “Follow me ... Lo, I will be with you always.”
bring joy and love into our lives. You can’t be lonely
We have the Bible to guide our ways. God wants us
with such a wonderful, loving and faithful friend. God
to love and obey him, like the words of the hymn:
is our loving and faithful friend, if only we listen and
“Love and obey, for there’s no other way, to be
heed his word.
happy in Jesus than to love and obey”. Our fourMake of this doggy tale what you will, but that is
footed friends are happy because they love and
what I think of our faithful friends:
obey us.
God’s Little Helpers, D.O.G.
There is also the wonderful world of the working dog.
The shepherd and his sheepdog; dogs trained for
police work or to work alongside the armed forces in
dangerous conditions; rescue dogs; dogs that can
detect cancer; domestic helper dogs; and, of course,
the Guide Dogs for the Blind—it is so wonderful what
2

(On 5 March I had to have my little Teddy put to sleep.
It is so sad and upsetting; I love him dearly and
miss him so much. Thank you to everyone
who sent condolences and cards.
God bless you all.
Rita Reading.)
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View From the Pulpit
Journeys
Following all the services and ministry leading up to the glorious Easter Day, my husband Simon and I are
taking a few days away, travelling to Bordeaux in France.
We planned the journey many weeks ago, plotting our journey, which
will begin at Leicester Railway station…travelling to St Pancras [one of
my favourite places, as I love to sit at one of the many cafes and
people-watch]…then onto the Eurostar to Paris Gare du Nord; next
onto the Paris underground system, the ‘Metro’, to travel under the
city to Paris Montparnasse and board a TGV double decker superfast
train down to the west coast and the city of Bordeaux.

As a real train enthusiast, Simon enjoyed the planning stage of the
journey…and I hope he will enjoy the reality of travelling, journeying
from one major city to another and then onto a train that has set a record speed of 357mph on a test track!
For me personally, I’m looking forward to a break…and always enjoy travel where you can engage with
different ways of being, cultures and foods…and the people-watching!
In those early days following the crucifixion of Christ, his followers, distraught, returned to their ways of living;
the disciples to their fishing boats; and many returning home journeying away from the city of Jerusalem, the
place that had been the centre of the past weeks events. One of those journeys is recorded in the Bible, in the
Gospel of Luke [Luke 24:13-35] and it tells of a couple returning to their home village Emmaus.
13

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles [a] from
Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and
discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were
kept from recognizing him.
This journey began with two people who were bereaved and ‘lost’; they were joined by Christ…who came
alongside, listened, and then shared with them words of hope from their
own Hebrew scriptures.
The journey ends at their village, and they encourage this ‘stranger’ to stay
with them, offering hospitality and a meal.
It is only when Jesus breaks the bread that he is revealed to them.
30

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke
it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they
recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each
other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the
road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
They returned immediately to Jerusalem to share with their friends the Good News that Jesus is alive, and how
he was recognised in the breaking of bread.
What a day for these two! What a journey they had … not just physically, but spiritually! Their eyes were
opened … and their hearts burned within them.
In these days and weeks of our Easter season, I pray that more will come to know and recognise Jesus for
themselves … to share their journeys with Him … to have their eyes opened to the reality and hope of the
resurrected Christ, and know His love for them.
So journey lightly and, wherever your travels take you, I hope you know the love of Christ in your life.

Blessings, Revd Julia
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Mrs C A Parkes
MCSP SRP
Chartered Physiotherapist
Member of Health Professions Council

Orton House Physiotherapy
Orton House Farm
Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR

Mobile: 0789 996 6214
Telephone: 01827 880238
Member of the Organisation of
Chartered Physiotherapists
in Private Practice

Email: adams.pavier@gmail.com
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Orton News
Bell Ringing Success
Bob & Lin Cosnett, from Sibson, have both
recently gained their Level 2 bell-ringing
qualification and are now valuable members
of the Orton band and the wider ringing
community. Two other members of the Orton
band have recently qualified at Level 3.
A nationwide campaign has been launched to
recruit new ringers, to replace the 1,400
ringers who lost their lives in WW1, in time to
take part in the centenary Armistice
celebrations in November (see poster back
cover).

Marathon
Orton Marathon, Saturday 5
May 2018.
We plan to run, jog, or
creatively make our way
around the village mile, and
then hand the baton onto the
next person until we have
cumulatively completed the
distance of a marathon = 26.2
miles!
We would like to see as many people involved as
possible, inclusive of any age and ability, in order to
raise sponsorship money for Cancer Research, also St
Edith's, the village church and also to promote health
and fitness within the community!

Anyone willing to take up this challenge can
register at www.big-ideas.org , or contact the We now need volunteers to take part in the
group’s qualified instructor, Graham Titley, on marathon and we need people to form a committee
in order to ensure that the event achieves maximum
01827 880168.
Orton Festival
This year’s Orton Festival will take place over the
weekend 5-7 May and the theme will be WELL
KNOWN BOOKS, so get your thinking caps on and
plan how to depict your favourite classic—anything
from Wind in the Willows to 50 Shades of Grey!!
We would like everyone to get involved so start
thinking. There will be the usual stalls, tombola,
raffle, recycled, etc. and donations will be gratefully
received, as also offers of help over the weekend..

Midweek Service
Whilst the re-ordering of Sheepy Church is taking
place, St Edith's will host a short midweek
Communion service each Thursday, apart from the
second Thursday of the month. The service will start
at 9am and last approximately 30 minutes. All
welcome.

Easter
This year Easter Sunday falls on 1 April so our regular
first Sunday service will be on Easter Day. As this will
be a very busy day for our vicar we will be having a
slightly shorter service at 9.00am which will maybe
encourage some more of you to join us!!!!

success! Names please to either Mark Dalton on
07736 708062, or Carol Graham on 01827 880265.
YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU!

We are seeing an increase in fraud where people are
being conned into making payments over the phone
for bogus outstanding debts (predominantly
mentioning HMRC and tax owed). Sadly, just recently,
one local elderly victim lost £3,600 to this con.
The fraud follows a particular formula: the victim
(often elderly) receives a call instilling panic and
urgency—the caller will often claim there is a warrant
for arrest unless the debt is settled that day.
Victims are frightened into making a payment by
purchasing iTunes Gift Cards from the nearest retailer,
then sharing the 16-digit code on the back of the card
with the caller over the phone.
The important message is that iTunes Gift Cards can
be used ONLY to purchase goods and services on the
iTunes Store, App Store, iBooks Store, or for an Apple
Music membership. Otherwise IT IS A FRAUD, and
should immediately be reported to Action Fraud.
No matter who the caller claims to be, if they mention
paying a debt by iTunes vouchers HANG UP!
5
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Your Local

Electrical Installation &
Maintenance Service
No Job Too Small  No Obligation Quotes
Tel: Dave 07443 418487
Email: davew1407@gmail.com
David Wilkins, 5 Main Rd, Ratcliffe Culey, Atherstone, CV9 3NY

Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey
01827 715701

Cosy, warm, country pub
serving real ales,
fine wines and
freshly prepared,
home cooked cuisine.
Lunchtime menu:
2 Mains for £12
(excluding Sunday)
View our menus online at:

www.gate-ratcliffe.co.uk
Open Monday 5-10pm
Tues–Fri 12–2:30pm & 5–11pm
Saturday 12 noon–11pm
Sunday 12 noon–8pm
Lunch: Tues-Fri 12–2, Sat 12–3
Traditional Sun Lunch 12–3:30
Lawn
Care

Tree Pruning
Rubbish
Removal

Garden
Maintenance

Hedge
Trimming

Cleaning
Paths &
Paving

Weeding
Contact Clive on:
Tel 01827 713379
Mob 07971 646107

Handcrafted Cupcakes &
Celebration Cakes!
Vintage china and cutlery hire
All cakes freshly made to order
with locally sourced ingredients
where possible
For further details or to discuss these and
other catering requirements

Contact Jane in Sheepy on:
01827 880996 or 07870 934 192
www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery
www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk
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Ratcliffe Culey News
Ratcliffe Friendship Club
After our AGM in March we look forward to the year
ahead. There will be no meeting in April but on 2nd
May there will be an open meeting when Barry Smith
will give us a talk on Photography in the church room
at 7.30 pm. Everybody will be welcome to attend for
a small charge of £2 (to include tea or coffee and a
raffle ticket).
On 6th June we are having a special afternoon cream
tea to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the founding
of our club.

PAST EVENTS

Coffee Morning
Thanks to those who attended on a brisk
March day. A good social time was
enjoyed by all and a total of £111 was
raised. Thanks to those who sent items for
sale and those who helped with the
refreshments and the various stalls.
It was very pleasing that Jean won a raffle prize of a
pretty plant and we hope that her cheerful, smiling
face is soon back with us behind the bric a brac stall.

FUTURE EVENTS
Quiz Night—Date Change
Please note this will now take place
on Friday 11 May at 7.30 pm in the
church room and not 18 May as
originally announced.
The usual format: a maximum of 4 per
table at £2.50 per head, refreshments
will be provided but please bring your own drinks.

Rene Clarke
Rene passed away on 17th January. She had lived in
the village for a number of years with her daughter
Val Jennings. Rene attended coffee mornings and
afternoon teas in the church when possible. She
also greatly enjoyed hearing Nuneaton Salvation
Army play at the Christmas Carol Service. Our
condolences to Val and her family and friends.

Take part in a local historical tradition!

Annual Lane Setting
The Gate Pub

Ratcliffe Culey
Thursday 5 April
Auction Begins approx 8:30 pm
Live music
Proceeds help to pay for the event to continue.
You could have dinner in the pub before it starts!

[A Brief History of the Setting of the Lanes at
Ratcliffe Culey was included in
last month’s Gazette]

Next Church Services

Good Friday 30 March, Hour by the Cross at 3 pm.
Sunday 22 April, Holy Communion at 10 am.
Richard Jones

CRIME (from Witherley PC)
There has been yet another spike of burglaries within
the parish and surrounding villages. All residents
should immediately report any suspicious incidents
to 101 giving as much information as possible such as
vehicle registrations, descriptions of people, take
photos and email them onto the police, to contribute
to the bigger picture. There have been 2 burglaries
in Old Forge Road, Fenny Drayton, a catalytic
converter stolen from truck in Ratcliffe Culey, and 10
other thefts from neighbouring villages.
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(cont on p9)

Progress With Sheepy Church

12 noon. In April it will be the 14th. £5 a head—a
memorable complete breakfast.
With the contractors now in possession of the Church
in Sheepy, it is inevitable that any update on progress 2 Have you booked a ticket for the Dinner Dance at
Mythe Barn? Tickets are limited and you should book
will always be out of date. All the wooden flooring
early to avoid disappointment. Saturday 14 April £55
has now been removed from the Church and any
per person. Sparkling wine on arrival, 3 course dinner
thought of using the wood for heating was
with wine, followed by dancing. For further
abandoned when it became apparent how much
woodworm we were hosting. Removing the concrete information: Neil Jones 01827 880338, or see p 11.
slab in the old service area proved a very physical
Mothers Union
task, but the whole area of the floor is needed to
5 April 2.00pm at the home of Mrs. Gillian
install underfloor heating. The archaeologist was
present as the floor was excavated and it was a bonus Greenwood, 7 Church House Apartments. Our
speaker will be Rev. Julie-Ann Heath. We will be
to discover that the tiled aisles were only built on
having our usual Bring & Buy table.
rubble. Those tiles that were whole and reusable
were set aside, with old bricks, to be reclaimed.
Open House
Finally, after three weeks hard work, the whole area 23 April 2.00 pm at the home of Mrs Jean Negus,
inside the church could be rolled flat: soil, gravel and Crossways Cottage. We will be holding our annual
rubble compacted to form the base for the new floor. plant sale. If anyone has garden cuttings or surplus
The pulpit and font were set aside in the chancel,
perennials, please bring them along. It is a week later
sheeted off with polythene to discourage the dust.
than usual, so hopefully we will at last have some
Now the new work could start and a huge amount of warm weather to encourage us into our gardens. All
proceeds will go to Tear Fund
blown glass aggregate was laid over a damp proof
membrane.

Tuesday Church

Owing to the reordering in Sheepy
Church, Tuesday Church will be held
in Sheepy Primary School until the
Church reopens. Tuesday Church is
an informal service with music, a
story and a craft activity. It is
normally held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, at
1:30pm. Reception children from Sheepy Primary
School attend, but this service is open to all preschool children and their carers. We meet again on
Tuesday 10 April. Watch this space for when we
recommence in a warm Church!

Open the Book
Open the Book is a series of Bible
Annual Parish Church Meeting (APCM)
stories presented weekly by small
The six separate churches in the Benefice will come
teams to the children of Sheepy
together for the APCM to be held in Orton Church at
Primary School.
7.30 pm on Tuesday 17th April 2018. There the
We usually meet on a Monday
reports will cover the whole Benefice and elections
morning to rehearse, and then
will be held for Parish Wardens, Benefice Treasurer
and members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC). “perform” in school on Wednesday morning. Each
session takes about half an hour. If you would like to
Fellowship While The
be involved in this rewarding experience, please
contact Revd Julia Hargreaves, or Sue Houghton on
Church Is Closed
01827 880517. All volunteers are fully DBS checked.
1 Brunch will be served in the Black Horse, on the
second Saturday in each month, between 10am and
8
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(cont from p8)

Sheepy Magna Ladies Group
After a trip to the Concordia to see 9 to 5 in March,
our next meeting will be the AGM on Wednesday 18th
April. Subs will be due on this evening.
We have another theatre visit in May and our
Strawberry Supper on Wednesday 20th June.
We are a friendly group who meet on the third
Wednesday of each month, in Sheepy Memorial Hall
at 7:30pm, unless otherwise advertised. We enjoy
listening to speakers, theatre trips and, of course,
wonderful suppers! Why not come along and see
what you think of us? New members and visitors are
always welcome. For more information ring Sue on
01827 880517 or Pat on 01827 880627.
at Sibson. Start time 7:30 pm until 9:00 pm.

The next cataloguing/research session is on Monday,
30th April, 10am to 12 noon in the First Floor Heritage
room at the Memorial Hall.
Contact details: Lynne Percival on 01827 880721 or
email: sheepyhistory@btinternet.com

Hinckley Homeless

Lawrence house recently celebrated the 25th
anniversary of its opening in Hinckley. It is a 12-bed
medium stay supported project for homeless young
people and provides accommodation for people of
either gender between the ages of 16 to 25 years.
The accommodation includes the privacy of individual
rooms, with a range of communal facilities such as
kitchens, bathrooms, toilets, laundry, lounge,
television, pool table, games and books.
Sheepy School has supported this project for several
Sheepy WI
years by passing on the gifts that are gathered at
Sheepy WI recently had a story telling evening from
Harvest Festival to allow the young residents to
local man, Colin King. His theme was “An amusing
provide their own meals. At the same time the church
take on life in the 21st Century”.
in Sheepy has donated the collection from the
Harvest Festival Service each year for the staff to use
Some of the members also decided to visit a
as they think best.
Nuneaton WI group called ‘The Treacle Tarts’ who
were hosting a Gin Evening. After a great talk on the In a world of plenty we are never far from a need that
history of gin there were many different types of gin can only be satisfied by local action. Lawrence House
to sample.
has helped hundreds of young people to find their
feet in times of need. The anniversary was marked by
(Photos of both events on the back cover)
a service in St Mary’s Church, Hinkley and Rev Julia,
If you like the sound of these sorts of events we’d
Cath, Jan and Neil attended.
love you to come and join us. We meet at Sheepy
A current
Memorial Hall on the 4th Tuesday of the month at
resident said,
7.30pm. The next meeting is 24 April when milliner,
“Lawrence
Louise Brookes, will be talking about Hats Galore!
House is the
If you’d like further details, please contact Juliet on
best place
07553 055787 or check out the website sheepywi.org
you’ll ever live
when you
Sheepy Local History Society
have nowhere
March’s meeting included a slide show of photos
th
to live.”
dating from early to mid 20 century of Sheepy &
Another said,
surrounding towns & villages. There was also a
“Being
discussion on how, as a Society, we could
th
homeless is
commemorate the 100 anniversary of the end of
the loneliest
WW1. On Display: copy 1575 will of Mary Astericke of
adventure in
Birmingham (former leaseholder of the Manor of
the world.”
Great Sheepy); copy 1853 patent & diagram of
Left—a
Charles Lowe’s improvement in milling; images of
gingerbread
Sibson Mill; c1880 copy image of Oakeley family of
house created
Cliff House; copy 1890 letter re Frog Hall Farm; 1930
for the
Electoral Rolls; copy 1960s/70s newspaper articles
anniversary
etc....The next meeting is on Tuesday, 10th April at
celebration.
7.30pm at Sheepy Memorial Hall. Everyone welcome.
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Restore your inner peace with
a relaxing treatment
*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT
*Indian Head Massage
*Hot Stones Massage

Call JILLY on 07971 488690
Reiki Master and Teacher

Pinwall Garden Services
Call Dan on 07931 506613
Regular garden maintenance
One-off tidy ups
Tree and Shrub pruning
Grass and hedge cutting
All types of weed control
Fencing work

MG EVANS & SONS LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS
Holmville House, Long Street, Atherstone CV9 1AX
Telephone: 01827-713240 – 24 hours
20 Albert Rd, Tamworth B79 7JN
Telephone: 01827-310035 – 24 hours
Established 1969 – Over 45 years in business
GOLDEN CHARTER FUNERAL PLANS
Jaguar Limousines

www.mgevansandsons.co.uk
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Attention All Readers

The Sheepy Gazette
Photographic Competition
and Exhibition
Sat 22 & Sun 23 September
Venue- Ratcliffe Culey Church
Categories will include
Landscape, Portraiture & Random
Open to all ages
Further details to follow

Meantime—keep snapping!!!
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PRIME BEEF & LAMB
LOCALLY PRODUCED
Licensed to deal in game

BATES OF
ATHERSTONE LTD
6 Market Street, Atherstone
Telephone: 01827 713175

OAKEY & MILLER
GARDENING SERVICES
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding,
Hedge cutting

No job too small
Call ROBERT on 07814 586013
or STUART on 07478349521
for a free quote

Softleys
in the Square
Market Bosworth
Telephone:
01455 290464
All menus available to view online or telephone us
Accommodation available from £69.00
Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26
A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner
Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16
email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com
www.softleys.com

High Class Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

M D Matthews

Telephone: 01827-718974
Mobile: 07946-731649
Email:
mdmatt@btinternet.com

JAMIE EDWARDS
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR
Tel: 01827 881098
Mobile: 07900 908007
Sibson

MKS Décor
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER &
DECORATOR
FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

SMITHS GARAGE LTD
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE
CV9 3NB
•
•
•
•

NEW & USED CAR SALES
SERVICE & MOT TESTING
ACCIDENT REPAIRS
FORD PARTS SALES

OPENING HOURS:
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday
8:00am to 5:00pm

TELEPHONE
01827-712156
12

WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN
For a FREE quotation contact
Matthew on: 07816 428929
email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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ALFRED HARRY OLIVER

Mini Professors Nuneaton:
classes at Sibson Village Hall

Alfred Harry Oliver (Alf) passed away peacefully at
home on 14 February 2018 aged 92.

Mini Professors is an innovative and fun science
programme designed specifically for children aged
2-5 years old. New and exciting science topics are
taught each week from polymers to dinosaurs, maths
to tropical rainforests, and much, much more!

The family would like to thank all who braved the
freezing temperatures to make their way to the
funeral at St. Botolph's, Sibson, and donated to the
Air Ambulance and Nason Ward of the
George Eliot Hospital.

Classes take place weekly on Wednesdays. For more
information, including times and fees, please contact
Professor Claire on nuneaton@miniprofessors.co.uk
or visit the website www.miniprofessors.com/
nuneaton Please note that spaces are limited and
pre-booking is essential.

Alf had lived and farmed at Home Farm Upton
for 75 years and was a
well known character in the area.

Easter Lilies in Church
If you wish to have Easter lilies in memory of a loved
one in Church during Easter week, please drop a
small donation and the name of the person(s) to
Anne Bond at Vine Cottage, Sheepy Road, by
30 March at the latest.

DCC Annual Church Meeting
Our next DCC meeting will be our Annual Church
Meeting on Monday 26 April at 7:30pm at The Cock
Inn Sibson. All welcome to attend.

Ladies that Lunch
We will be meeting at the recently
opened Alpaca Park Farm,
Snarestone, for lunch on Thursday
19 April at 12.30pm. They have an
extensive range of knitting wool and patterns for
knitting enthusiasts.
On Thursday 17 May at 12.30pm we are meeting at
the Lime Kilns on the A5.
You are very welcome to join us.

Guard Against Dog
Theft
For many of us, our pet dog is
another member of the family
and if they’re stolen the impact
can be devastating.

Sibson
Village Hall
Looking for somewhere to hold a regular
group or event? Look no further
Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any
occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, off road
parking and a pleasant outdoor area.
Cost of hire:
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:
£12 per hour, or excluding Main Hall: £7.00 ph
We only charge for the time of the event
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards
For further details, to check availability, and to
book, please call Brian May on 01827 880511
@Sibson Parish Village Hall

With a staggering 1,800 dogs
reported stolen in 2016, charity
Dogs Trust is urging owners to be vigilant. “By following
three simple steps ... you can reduce the risk of theft and
offer the best possible chance of being reunited with your
dog should they go missing.”
Keep your dog:
• Safe—secure your property and garden.
• Spottable—keep them in sight and trained to return.
• Searchable—know what steps to take should they go

missing.
To watch the video and download the Safe, Spottable and
Searchable factsheet, that you can share with friends and
family visit:

www.dogstrust.org.uk/dogtheft
13
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For CLOSE BOARD and
BESPOKE FENCING that
“LOOKS THE PART”
DESIGNED and BUILT
to DO THE JOB and LAST

High class builder with 30yrs experience
offering specialist services

Feather edge, post & rail, picket
fencing; panels supplied/fitted
Post repair specialist

Refurbishment & restoration of traditional
properties using reclaimed materials &
traditional building methods

Rose arches, raised beds,
planters, screens
Garden gates made to order

Barn conversions

Garden woodworking solutions
No job too small
All jobs surveyed free, written estimate within 7 days
2a St Michael’s Court, Stoney Stanton
Operating from Stoke Golding

Call John on 01455 212984
or Mob 07890 070681
www.fencemanjohn.co.uk
johns_wood04@hotmail.com
Proud member of:

14
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Renovation Experts

Orangeries/oak conservatories
Farm houses
Extensions & alterations
Luxury period bathrooms
Bespoke hand-made kitchens
See our range of green oak garden furniture at
www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk
01827 881085 or 07875 498628
email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com
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Twycross News

St James Church
49 Club Winners
Mrs Kirkpatrick, Ged Healey, Bill Nally, Rita Reading
and spare number 20( it could have been you!).
If you'd like to join, please call Audrey on
01827 880035. Only £1 per week, £25 prize every
week. Next subs due: 5 May 2018

April 2018

years and I am delighted that they have added this
prestigious piece of silverware to the District Cup
that they won last season.”

Village Hall
Bingo on Saturdays: 14 April and 28 April.
Newcomers welcome. Eyes down at 7:30pm.
Table Top Sale on Sunday 8 April from 10am to 3pm.
Tables £5. To book, please contact Margaret on
01827 880095.
Come and enjoy a music and dance night on
Saturday 21 April from 7pm. Music from the
50s, 60s and 70s. Admission £1.

Twycross House School:
U16 Football ISA Champions
The Under-16 6-a-side football team from Twycross
House School were recently crowned ISA Champions
after winning the national tournament hosted by
Nottingham University. The team remained
undefeated throughout the competition and
showed a remarkably resilient spirit, high levels of
concentration and great organisational ability to
overcome some very talented teams that struggled
to cope with Twycross' fast counter-attacking style
of play.
They defeated schools from around the country
including: Trinity School Croydon, Radnor House
Sevenoaks, Dixie Grammar, St James London,
Brookhouse College, an international football
academy from Market Harborough and, in the final,
Licensed Victuallers School, Ascot.
“It was a real test of character” said a bruised and
exhausted captain Ewan Bryan after the match.
“We're only a small school and to achieve this
success against much larger schools with talented
players is something I and the team are really proud
of.” Twycross coach Chris Perry added “This was a
fantastic achievement, given that half the squad had
been unable to play due to illness or injury and that
it was our first time entering the competition. For
team spirit, sheer determination and skilful
competitiveness this is one of the best groups of
players we have had at the school in the last thirty

(Photo above shows the victorious squad of Ewan
Bryan (capt), Joshua Zuzarte, Desmond Cheung,
Jacob Youles, Ethan Shepherd, Nathan Wright and
Connor Wright.)

Women’s Institute
On Monday 16 April we have “Bates The Butcher”
coming to demonstrate Sausage Making.
Come and join us. The meeting is at the Village Hall
starting at 7.15pm and the charge for visitors is just
£2. Refreshments will follow the demonstration, at
a charge of £1. We hope to see you!

False claims of Telephone Preference Service:
Fraudsters are cold-calling victims, falsely stating that
they are a well known phone service provider, and
offering a ‘Telephone Preference Service’ —an enhanced
call-barring service, which includes barring international
call centres.
The fraudsters ask victims to provide their bank account
details, saying there is a one-off charge for the service.
Victims instead see unauthorised monthly debits
deducted from their accounts.
Protect yourself:
There is only one Telephone Preference Service (TPS).
The TPS is the only official UK 'do-not-call' register for
opting out of live telesales calls . It is FREE to sign-up to
the register. TPS never charge for registration. You can
register for this service at http://www.tpsonline.org.uk
15
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Smile

A man sent this text
to a few friends:
“A friend of mine has 2 tickets in
a corporate box for the England v
Ireland match. He paid £300
each, but he didn't realise when
he bought them months ago that it
was going to be the same day as
his wedding.

Private Tuition
since 2004 by
fully qualified teacher
A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology
GCSE Maths & Sciences
Home schooling, adult learners &
teacher training support

Dr Alan Wood
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01827 719923

www.francescasinclair.co.uk
Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk

Telephone 07901 547360
Maths Tuition

Available for AS, A Level,
GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958
TIM HARDING
Your Local Electrician
no job too small or large
FREE advice
& quotations

Telephone
07977 012940 or 01827 880473
Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna,
Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ
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Advertise in this space.
Contact the Editor
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855

If you are interested, he is looking
for someone to take his place.
It's at Marylebone Registry
Office, at 4.30pm. The bride's
name is Nicole, she's 5'4", about
8 stone, quite pretty, has her own
income and is a really good cook.
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The pupils had a go at the
‘testudo formation’, they all
had a shield and learnt to
march in formation, which
is trickier to maintain on
the edges than in the
middle. Then they learnt
about weapons used by the
Romans and Gregorious
gave some pupils a really
close look at his spear.
Later in the day, the
children learnt to write like
a Roman and made Deities—
which were body parts that
you took to the temple in order to be healed. For
example, if you had a blister
on your toe, you would make
a model of it and then take
that to the temple.
They also got the chance to
try on togas, pretend to be
gladiators, and play a Roman
board game. What an
exhausting day! Thanks Mrs
Goadby for organising the
World Book Day
day.
This year we decided to do things a little
As part of our Roman topic,
differently and, instead of dressing up the pupils, the children have also been
we asked them to dress up a vegetable (or fruit) as doing lots of brilliant
homework projects which
look incredible in school. There has been quite a
lot of cooking which the adults thoroughly enjoyed
– yummy honey biscuits and apple cake – thanks
children! (more photos—back cover)

R E Day

This year the school has been taking part in the 40
Acts challenge. This is a generosity challenge for
Lent, and was created seven years ago.
40acts asks the question: what if Lent could be
about more than just giving stuff up? So instead
of our school community giving up chocolate or
something like that, we have instead taken up the
challenge of carrying out 40 acts of kindness
during the period of Lent. These include: be a
friend to a shy person; share your best joke; hold
the door open for someone; surprise someone
today in a nice way.
We used our Lent challenge as inspiration for R E
Day: one of the activities was to explore the
number 40 (or 4 for Reception children). There
were lots of brilliant ideas such as adding money,
dividing 40 into fractions, and investigating number
pairs to 40. These were all presented beautifully
by the children and the staff enjoyed looking at
their ideas and progression.
Pupils also had the opportunity to find out what
life is like for children in other countries around
the world and consider how fortunate we are here
in our school and our local community.

Castle Visit

Our infant pupils enjoyed a busy visit to Warwick
Castle. There was so much to see and find out
a favourite book character. This resulted in a
about. Highlights of the day included visiting the
whole array of wonderful, imaginative creations,
which brought smiles to everyone’s faces. Not only Time Tower to find out about the creation of the
castle; the mighty trebuchet—an authentic
did this create a beautiful display of wondrous
recreation of one of the biggest military machines;
vegetables but it stimulated conversations
and exploring the towers and ramparts with all the
between children about their preferences in
architecture and amazing views.
reading.
Parents were invited in to read with their children Lois came to see me and shared her account of the
day: she said she enjoyed the bear cave—which
in school and also siblings got the chance to read
was smell; she liked looking at the shining armour in
with one another. We had a cake sale to raise
funds for some new reading material to encourage the Great Hall; the jail was scary, there were hand
cuffs, writing on the wall and a pit if you were
a lifelong love of books. A super day had by all.
Thanks Mrs Keys for thinking up all these ideas to extra naughty! She also told me all about the maze
and said that she did not get lost—phew! No
make the day go well.
wonder they were quite exhausted by the time
Romans
they got back to school. Thanks Mrs Smith for
The Romans came to Sheepy—well one did
arranging the trip.
anyway—to help our Junior pupils learn all about
the Roman way of life:
Happy Easter to everyone from staff and children
Our Roman visitor made a dramatic entrance,
at Sheepy CE School.
blowing his cornum (a brass instrument about 3m
Mrs Alison Field, Headteacher
long in the shape of a letter g) as he entered the
hall and announced his name: Gregorious Manlious.
17
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Sheepy Memorial Hall

www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall 07443 302 225 sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk

Tickets for all events available from Sheepy Memorial Hall 07443 302 225,
or see the website www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall

Hall Bookings:
Available for parties, family celebrations and funerals.
Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term bookings.
Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, or look at our website for more details.

Regular Activities (in Alphabetical order)
Adult Tap Classes: Thursdays 7pm, contact Bonnie 07973 743217.
Baby Massage Course: Thursdays, 10:30-11:30am. Call Victoria 0791 970162.
Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday monthly 7pm.
Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm
Dance Fit: 9:15am Wed, 8pm Thurs, £4 for 1 hour, contact Bonnie 07973 743 217.
Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve monthly 01827 880517
Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 email puppyschool@mail.com, website
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk
Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 10:30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and Tea, great chat and
company.

Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd Tuesday monthly7:30pm; plus Research & Cataloguing last
Monday monthly 10-12noon in 1st Floor Heritage Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30-9:30pm - Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602
Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 12 noon till 1:30 pm. All comers welcome, just turn up.

Sparkenhoe Arts
Society
www.sparkenhoearts.co.uk
Next lecture 9 April 2018
THE CAPTAIN, THE DUCHESS & THEIR
23,000 CHILDREN - LONDON'S GREAT
FOUNDLING HOSPITAL.
When Thomas Coram gave up his business in
Massachusetts in the early 1700s & returned to
London he was appalled to encounter babies
regularly abandoned in the streets. After 17
years' persistent lobbying he achieved his aim
of establishing a hospital for 'foundlings'. A
gripping story with huge resonance for our
own times.
Lars Tharp is a Ceramics & a Hogarth
specialist, & is London's Foundling Museum's
'Hogarth Ambassador'. He lectures widely & is
a well-known broadcaster.
18
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Emergency Numbers

If you find yourself housebound and in
need, please ring one of these
numbers for help:
Sheepy: Mrs Green 01827 880047 or
Mrs Negus 01827 880645
Ratcliffe: Mrs Pratt 01827 714565
Orton: Mrs McKay 01827 880308
Twycross: vacant
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Notes from the Editor
Sheepy Church is now closed for the next six months or so for major reordering works, so please take note of the arrangements for services etc.
until the church reopens (see page 2—mainly being held in the Sheepy CoE
Primary School, but also additional services in Orton).
New advertiser this month: Computer Repair Man, Jason, on page 18, can
help sort out that dreaded PC problem.
Sheepy Good Neighbour Scheme is holding an open evening on 13 April for volunteers, and
for those who might need their help, see adverts on back cover and page 11.
I regularly get sent emails from Action Fraud and Neighbourhood Watch about potential
crimes and frauds, and I’ve included some useful tips on pages 5, 13 and 15. I also
receive text alerts from the police through Rural Watch about suspicious activity in our
area—I strongly suggest you sign up too: www.leics.police.uk/categories/rural-watch
News for May to your village correspondent, as named above, by 12 April please.
I’m happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but I reserve the right, as
editor, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.
HA
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THE SHEEPY
GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME
INFORMATION EVENING

The Sheepy Good Neighbour Scheme is a
new community project.
Volunteers give their time to help
neighbours on an as-and-when basis with
tasks like a trip to the shops, changing a
light bulb, walking the dog etc.
If there are times when YOU need a little
help (maybe a lift to the doctor’s, or
re-tuning the TV—we all struggle with
that one!) then the Sheepy Good
Neighbour Scheme could help.
Why not pop along to our

1,400 bell ringers died during WWI.
Honour their memory by becoming one of
1,400 new bell ringers this year and
be part of a nationwide movement by
ringing on the centenary of the Armistice
on 11 November 2018
Find out how to take part by emailing
bells@big-ideas.org , or see page 5.

Information Evening,
Friday 13th April

anytime between 5pm and 7pm at Sheepy
Memorial Hall. No formal presentation –
just tea & cake and a chat.
If you need a lift to the hall then we
can help with that too. Please ring
Janet on 01827 881142 for more
information.
(Volunteers, please see ad page 11)

Sheepy WI
Sheepy WI president, Janet
Kavanagh, with Storyteller
Colin King (L) and with
Anita Filmer at the
“Treacle Tarts” Gin
Experience (R)
—stories p9

Sheepy WI invite you to join
their WIFI (Women’s Institute
and Friends Included) Ladies
Camping Weekend
Friday 11 to Sunday 13 May 2018
Beaudesert Activity Centre,
Cannock Wood, Staffs
Programme: crafts, outdoor activities (air rifles,
archery, coracling, via ferrata), book club, bingo,
fun and games, Prosecco and lots more …. We
welcome everyone to lounge around, do a bit of
creativity, do a bit of drinking, eating and laughing.
Bring your tent, knitting, reading, skills to share
and indulge.
www.ladiescampingwifi.co.uk/
Facebook WIFI 2018
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