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Coronavirus (COVID 19) No ce
Page four and Village pages contain some informa on concerning Community Support
Groups around the Benefice.
On the 17th March 2020 the Archbishops’ of Canterbury and York issued advice that all public Sunday Services
should be suspended with immediate eﬀect. It is with a heavy heart therefore that services at our churches
are currently suspended .
However, prayer con nues and at those churches which are regularly open you are welcome to light a candle
and use the resources in the Prayer Corner for your comfort, support and assurance of God’s love for us all.
‘The Lord is my strength and my shield;
My heart has trusted in Him and I am helped’
(Psalm 28 v8)

Distributed free to around 900 households in all six parishes ten times a year
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A Message from Rev Julia

Dear Reader,
I hope you and your family / neighbours are well during these unprecedented mes, we all are finding new ways of
living.
I'm undergoing chemotherapy, being diagnosed with Myeloma in January [A blood cancer which also aﬀects the
immune system] so I was already advised to avoid the school, people and crowds, but now find I'm in the at risk
group, so in isola on, except for treatment days, for the next 12 weeks.I will con nue to pray for our communi es,
and our school staﬀ and children.
The Churches remain open when possible, which oﬀers an opportunity to seek a place of peace and prayer in the
many weeks ahead; please use this space for yourself and let God surround you in your fears and anxie es and he
will heal, and give comfort.
'Come to me, all who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.' Matthew 11:28
Revd. Julia
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Bishop’s Lent Pilgrimage

The Bishop of Loughborough will be undertaking more
than 30 visits and a charity ‘sleep out’ as part of a Lent
Pilgrimage in the Diocese of Leicester.
Washing up, packing foodbank parcels, making tea and
sleeping on the street to raise money to help people who
are homeless are all part of Bishop Guli’s plans to roll her
sleeves up alongside volunteers.
The ‘Salt of the Earth’ Lent Pilgrimage will see her
spending a day or two each week throughout Lent
(before Easter) in diﬀerent loca ons across
Leicestershire. In the Church calendar, Lent runs from
Ash Wednesday to Holy Saturday (this year that’s from
26 February to 11 April).

The Pilgrimage name ‘Salt of the Earth’ is, by happy
coincidence, shared with a Leicester‐based charity
suppor ng sustainable development projects in
India .Bishop Guli has been invited to visit the charity’s
organisers to find out more about their work as part of
her Pilgrimage.
The Pilgrimage name is taken from a Bible quote
(Ma hew 5 v13) and Bishop Guli explains:
“We chose this tle because it expresses
something of our voca on as Chris ans to make a
diﬀerence in the world, just as salt makes a
diﬀerence to food or to an icy path. In the Diocese
of Leicester one of our commitments is to “loving
service of the world” through which God’s love is
reflected to everyone regardless of their
circumstances. During the pilgrimage I’m keen to
see how we inhabit this commitment in all kinds
of diﬀerent ways.”

Bishop Guli will be learning about, and joining in with,
community social ac on that local Chris ans take part in
as an expression of their Everyday Faith in partnership
with community and charity groups.
She will also pray with, and for, all the local communi es
she visits and will undertake some short walks with
members of the local communi es.
Various churches, schools and partner community
organisa ons and chari es will be involved including the
Methodist Church. Our local Roman Catholic Bishop,
Patrick McKinney will join one of the visits.
Bishop Guli said:
“Our Lent Pilgrimage theme of ‘Salt of the Earth’
draws a en on and prayer to the dedicated work
undertaken by volunteers from our churches as
they live out their everyday faith, engage with
their communi es and make a diﬀerence to their
own lives as well as the lives of others around
them.
“Importantly, much of this work is done in
partnership with local chari es, community
groups, other faiths and church denomina ons
and it is inspiring to hear of these collabora ons
enabling frui ul social ac on.”
Star ng and ending at Leicester Cathedral, this will be a
spiritual journey for Bishop Guli personally but she also
hopes that stories shared from the Pilgrimage will inspire
people and bring encouragement.
Visits will include a stop at Thurnby Lodge to talk to
volunteers who are keen to set up Together Leicester’s
first Cook and Eat Hub. The Cook and Eat project is being
supported by this year’s Bishops’ Lent Appeal.
It also includes Bishop Guli taking part in The Big Sleep
event when students and others raise money to help
people who are homeless.

Members of Leicester’s new monas c community, The
Tree of Life, will support the visits with crea ve prayer
throughout.
The Pilgrimage has been organised by parish churches
and a core planning team including:
∙

Sian Rigby, Together Leicester Development Worker

∙
Canon Alison Adams, Diocesan and Cathedral
Social Responsibility Enabler
∙
Revd Mark Carroll, Curate at Loughborough Parish
Church
The pilgrimage is not intended as an ac vity for the
public to join (other than those involved in the visits in
each community) but Bishop Guli hopes that people will
pray for the voluntary and charity work that is being
done in all of our communi es. Anyone will be able to
follow details of the visits on the Diocese of Leicester
website (we will publish a link to it shortly so check back
here in the coming weeks) and our social media
throughout Lent, or through visi ng the Cathedral where
there will be photos and other details on display in Lent.
If you would like to donate to the Bishops’ Lent Appeal,
You can donate online on Virgin Money Giving and
searching for The Leicester Diocesan Board of Finance or
use the short link: h ps:// nyurl.com/Bishops‐Lent‐
Appeal‐2020 or send cheques made payable to Leicester
Diocese Board of Finance (with a covering note to say it
is a dona on for the Bishops’ Lent Appeal 2020 and who
it is from) to John Orridge, Leicester Board of Finance, St
Mar ns House, 7 Peacock Lane, Leicester, LE1 5PZ.
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Village Support Groups for Coronavirus (CoVID 19)
Community Support Groups have been set up around the Sheepy Benefice area oﬀering varying levels of
assistance as a result of the outbreak..
Those of which we have been no fied by the me of publica on are listed below, as are some other
services oﬀered by local businesses.
Orton on the Hill
We urge everyone in Orton, Li le Orton, and surrounding outposts, who can, to join the ‘ortonwatch’ WhatsApp group
The village is being divided into groups of houses and each group will have a coordinator (and a back‐up) as your first
point of contact – we will let you know very soon who that is, and contact details
If you need help before this you can email jane ellmer: pjaneellmer@aol.com or,
You can ring Alan Taylor 01827 881 425 or 07913 604 298, or Jane Ellmer 01827 881 402 or 07810 513 512
Ratcliﬀe Culey
If you need to self – isolate and require assistance with shopping etc, or if you are in a posi on to oﬀer help to those in
need, please contact Dave or Sue Wilkins who are happy to co ordinate the group – 01827 712 958 or 07443 418 487, or
email suewilkins@gmail.com and dave41407@gmail.com
Sheepy
Bonfire Society, Neighbourhood Watch & Good Neighbours Scheme
With all the wonderful oﬀers from local businesses, we aim to get a leaflet out to those who are not on social media
within the next few days. This will make everyone aware of all the relevant informa on.
Sheepy Bonfire Society & Neighbourhood Watch have opened a WhatsApp group for parents and carers of Sheepy
children, if you would like to be added to the group, please text 07864 841 767 with your name and loca on and which
year your kids are in
We would like to thank www.sheepyparish.com, Sibson Volunteers & Sheepy GNS Volunteers
Twycross
If you find yourself unwell, or are self ‐ isola ng and you need assistance for instance with shopping, pos ng mail, needing
urgent supplies or just need a kindly, reassuring phone call, several village residents wish to oﬀer their help. Please contact;
Paula 01827 880 220 / 07889 647 917, Gail 07887 658 002, Sue 07816 982 611, Carolyn 07789 792 180, Ann 07974 847 272,
or Gemma 07870 570 396
+++++++++++++++++++++++++
Black Horse Sheepy Magna 01827 880 555
Opera ng a take out food system from 12noon to 3pm & 6pm to 8.30pm weekdays; 12.30pm to 8.30pm on Saturdays and
12.30pm to 3pm on Sundays. Plus an oﬀ licence daily 12noon to 10.30pm. They also have freezer friendly items.
San Giovanni 01827 881 000
They are oﬀering to the elderly and vulnerable, unable to leave their homes, FREE delivered hot meals daily.
Covering Sheepy Parva, Sheepy Magna, Pinwall, Ratcliﬀe Culey and Sibson. Email: info@sangiovanni.co.uk.
They are also oﬀering Takeaway meals. See h ps://www.sangiovanni.co.uk/menu/takeaway.asp ‐ available to order for
free delivery within a 3 mile radius. San Giovanni are accep ng orders from 12pm to 9pm.
The Gate Inn Ratcliﬀe Culey 01827 715 701
Takeaway Sunday Lunches, for collec on. Order by 12pm for collec on between 12.30pm and 3pm.
Takeaway mid‐week ‘Sunday style’ Lunches on Wednesdays, for collec on in the evening between 5.30pm and 8pm, order
by 12pm on a Wednesday.
Takeaway menu Wednesday ‐ Saturday for collec on 5.30pm ‐ 8pm. Menu on Facebook
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council.
Single point of contact if you need support. 01455 632984. www.nextgenhinckley.org
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It has been a busy, fun and exci ng term at Sheepy Primary.
Recycling Rangers
As part of our eco‐school commitment, our recycling rangers are organising the rest of the children and
others in the community to reduce and recycle plas c waste. We are now one of only 150 loca ons in the
UK to recycle LOL Doll packaging; this adds to our recycling of crisp and biscuit wrappings, make up
packaging and bread bags. Our small recycling bins at the front of the school had to be moved undercover
because of the rain but we are s ll happy to accept recycling from the community whilst we look for a
more water‐ ght solu on.
Crazy Castles Topic
On a crisp January Monday morning, KS1 bundled onto a coach and headed to Warwick Castle to launch
their Castles topic. A fabulous me was had by all as they climbed the ramparts, inves gated how servants
lived and explored the castle grounds. On the return to school, Year 1 learnt all about the life of a young
boy training to be a knight and all of the children were involved in junk modelling of castles and related
objects. Portland class exited the topic with a medieval banquet that included choreographed dancing,
entertainment and authen c food.
Spor ng Success
We all enjoyed skipping school in February! We didn’t take an unscheduled day oﬀ, instead, a group
promo ng the art of jumping rope arrived to promote this dying skill. They also spent some me with our
Year 6 Sport Leaders, training them in how to introduce skipping at lunch mes.
Both of our Key Stage 2 gymnas cs teams were successful in winning places in the second round of the
local schools gymnas cs tournament. They did us proud and although they did not make it into the next
round, they completed their rou nes with grace and were very entertaining to watch.
Our Year 5/6 football team won the Leicestershire finals of the Danone Cup late in 2019 and are looking
forward to travelling to the Midlands Final in No ngham at the end of March. This is a huge achievement
for a small school like Sheepy and we are very proud of the team.
End of half‐ term treats
The School Council raised money with their pink cake sale at the end of term, they were delicious – thank
you to all of those who donated cakes to sell. The PTA also held their first Pyjama Party a er school. All
had lots of fun and the children were all ready for bed when they got home!
World Book Day
The whole school came together on March 5th to celebrate World Book Day. We all enjoyed the same
picture book for the day – Journey by Aaron Becker – and imagined ourselves being able to go into other
worlds in our imagina on. The children also created “a book in a box” as a homework project and we
created a gallery where we could all look at one another’s fabulous work. At the end of the day, parents
and grandparents came into school so we could enjoy a book together – a lovely end to a brilliant day.
Emily Smith – Southdown Teacher
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Community Matters

At me of publica on we have not been informed of cancella ons of future events
Garden Waste Service Suspended
HBBC has suspended its garden waste collec on service
for at least two weeks.
There will be no garden waste (brown lidded bin)
collec ons from Monday 23 March for at least two
weeks as a result of severe staﬀ shortages resul ng from
the coronavirus pandemic.
Refuse (black bin) and recycling (blue lidded bin)
collec ons will con nue as normal and are unaﬀected by
this change
While no refunds can be provided, the council is
exploring a number of other op ons and customers will
be advised in due course. Customers are asked to bear
with us at this diﬃcult me
For updates visit;

https://www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk/emailupdates

SHEEPY BONFIRE SOCIETY &
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Bonfire Society
Easter Egg Hunt ‐ 12th April
2020 12.30pm un l 1.00pm
Mee ng at Sheepy Magna
School car park and finishing at
the Church.
Registra on is now open for our FREE Easter Egg Hunt,
for Parish Children. All children who live or go to school
within the parish are welcome to take part, this is fully
funded by us.
To register please search Eventbrite and then search
Sheepy to see this year’s events. Fill in the
relevant required informa on, if your child has any food
allergies also email sheepybonfiresociety@gmail.com
Please note ‐ You must register to secure your child a
place ‐ No ‘on the day’ registra ons will be accepted due
to the organising and catering involved in planning this
event. We look forward to seeing you there!
Scarecrow Compe on – Will take place on 4th, 5th & 6th
Sept 2020. This year the entry to our Scarecrow
compe on is FREE of charge to enter. Start planning
now to win a great prize!

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
FWe had a suspicious vehicle in the village in the early
hours of 29th Feb, a small blue hatchback car was
spo ed by a villager in the loca on of Riverside Close at
2am, the 3 occupants were wearing face masks with only
eyes visible, the vehicle le when it realised it had been
spo ed towards Twycross.

2 local residents suspect they were a emp ng to steal a
vehicle in the area. Reported to the Leicestershire police
Ref LEP 290220‐0105
There have also been several reports of car doors being
found open either just unlocked or ajar in the mornings,
all cars were locked at night and its suspected someone
has a scanner to enter the vehicles, it's not known if
anything was taken, so please do not leave valuables in
cars overnight and do report any crimes to the police
and via WhatsApp or Facebook.
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Following a most successful year last year, we have
decided to keep subs at £15, which will include
refreshments, and con nue to use local talent for our
speakers. The next mee ng is on Wednesday 15th April.
We oﬀer a wide range of diﬀerent speakers, theatre
trips, trips out and delicious suppers.
We meet on the third Wednesday of each month, at
7:30pm, in Sheepy Memorial Hall. New members and
visitors are always welcome.
For more informa on about forthcoming events or the
group in general, call Sue on 880517 or Pat on 880627.

SHEEPY HISTORY SOCIETY
The mee ng in March included a talk on the latest local
archaeological finds. On display: 1600 Will of John
Vincent; 1814 map of Ratcliﬀe/Pinwall; 1901 electoral
rolls; 1920s newspaper ar cles; 1981 Parish Magazines;
1982 photos of Winter scenes; 2004 Twycross Open
Gardens; 2005 adver sing for “Sheepy Tales”; 2010
Snow scenes; etc. PLEASE NOTE: The next mee ng is
scheduled for Tuesday, 14th April at 7.30pm at the
Memorial Hall but may be subject to change. Our mailing
list group will be advised accordingly.
Check our Facebook page for any future
announcements or contact Lynne Percival on 01827
880721 or email: sheepyhistory@b nternet.com

LOCAL VOCALS
…. are a new singing group formed to promote good
health, fun and companionship.
The friendly, informal group meets on Tuesdays 7:00pm ‐
9:00pm in All Saints Church, Sheepy Magna, CV9 3RA
Everyone, yes, everyone welcome, Only £2 per week
For more informa on
Contact: ‐ Rachel Yorke — 07835781476
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Orton on the Hill News

ORTON-ON-THE-HILL AND SURROUNDING
HOMES
COVID 19/CORONA VIRUS SUPPORT
NETWORK

The village is being divided into groups of houses
and each group will have a coordinator (and a back‐
up) as your first point of contact – we will let you
know very soon who that is, and contact details
If you need help before this you can email
jane ellmer: pjaneellmer@aol.com or,
You can ring Alan Taylor 01827 881 425 or 07913 604
298, or Jane Ellmer 01827 881 402 or 07810 513 512
and please do leave a message including your
number if we can’t answer immediately.
Someone will call you back

Since February 2020, the National Fraud Intelligence Bureau has identified 21 reports of fraud where
Coronavirus was mentioned, with victim losses totaling over £800k.
Of the 21 reports, ten were made by victims that attempted to purchase protective face masks from fraudulent
sellers. One victim reported losing over £15k when they purchased face masks that were never delivered.
We have also received multiple reports about coronavirus-themed phishing emails attempting to trick people into
opening malicious attachments or revealing sensitive personal and financial information.
One common tactic used by fraudsters is to contact potential victims over email purporting to be from research
organisation’s aﬃliated with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the World Health
Organisation (WHO).
They claim to be able to provide the recipient with a list of coronavirus infected people in their area. In order to
access this information, the victim needs to click on a link, which leads to a malicious website, or is asked to
make a payment in Bitcoin.
Reporting numbers are expected to rise as the virus continues to spread across the world.
Protect yourself

Watch out for scam messages:

Don’t click on the links or attachments in suspicious emails, and never respond to unsolicited
messages and calls that ask for your personal or financial details.
Shopping online:
If you’re making a purchase from a company or person you don’t know and trust, carry out some
research first, and ask a friend or family member for advice before completing the purchase. If you
decide to go ahead with the purchase, use a credit card if you have one, as most major credit card
providers insure online purchases. For more information on how to shop online safely, please visit:
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/shoponlinesafely
Protect your devices from the latest threats:
Always install the latest software and app updates to protect your devices from the latest threats.
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Ratcliffe Culey News

Ratcliffe Friendship Club
A er our AGM in March we plan for the year ahead. There
will be no mee ng at the beginning of April because of the
Easter holiday, but later in April we plan to visit the Roman
Exhibi on at Mance er. All being well, on 6 May Rob
Higgins will give us a talk on the ‘Shops of Old Atherstone’.
This is to be an Open Mee ng and everyone is welcome. If
you need any further informa on, please contact Juliet on
713766.

Ratcliffe Culey Community Support
Group
Re Coronavirus Government Advice – If you need to self –
isolate and require assistance with shopping etc, or if you
are in a posi on to oﬀer help to those in need, please
contact Dave or Sue Wilkins who are happy to co ordinate
the group – 01827 712 958 or 07443 418 487, or email
suewilkins@gmail.com and dave41407@gmail.com

(See page four for other addi onal info ‐ Editor)
Geoffrey Hunt 1945 - 2020
Sadly passed away peacefully in hospital on Monday 2
March 2020 a er a long illness. Peace a er pain.
Geoﬀrey had lived all his life in Ratcliﬀe Culey. He had a
great love of farming and the countryside, and also
motorbikes when younger.
Jennifer and Ron would like to thank everyone for their
help, kindness and support. It has been a great comfort at
this sad me.

Past Events
Coffee Morning
There was a very good a endance on a breezy but
thankfully dry March morning. A good social me was
enjoyed by all and a pleasing total of £95.30 was raised.
Thanks to all those who a ended, those who sent items
for sale, and those who helped with the refreshments and
the various stalls.

Future Events
Coffee Morning & Easter Eggs
CALLING ALL CHILDREN AGE 2‐16
Everyone knows how crea ve you can be so would you like
to put your talents to the test and decorate a hard‐boiled
egg for Easter? You can choose any theme you want to!!
This may be postponed, cancelled or follow a diﬀerent
format from usual. Look out for local update no ces.
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Quiz Night
This remains scheduled to take place on Friday 1 May at
7.30 pm in the church room. The usual format: a
maximum of 4 per table at £2.50 per head, refreshments
will be provided but please bring your own drinks. If you
don’t have a team there will be others you can join.

VE Day
All genera ons of the family are welcome to join the
a ernoon of fun, including games and compe ons for
children and adults. The dress code will be red, white and
blue. The date is in the balance at the moment ‐ more
details in future months

Witherley Parish Council &
Witherley Parish Planning Group
An extract of that part of the Parish Council minutes most
relevant to Ratcliﬀe Culey can be found on page 14,
together with a Planning Group Report..

Gate Inn - takeaway meals
The Gate Inn Ratcliﬀe Culey 01827 715 701
Takeaway Sunday Lunches, for collec on. Order by 12pm for
collec on between 12.30pm and 3pm.
Takeaway mid‐week ‘Sunday style’ Lunches on Wednesdays,
for collec on in the evening between 5.30pm and 8pm, order
by 12pm on a Wednesday.
Takeaway menu Wednesday ‐ Saturday for collec on 5.30pm
‐ 8pm. Menu on Facebook
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Mrs C A Parkes
MCSP SRP
Chartered Physiotherapist
Member of Health Professions Council

Orton House Physiotherapy
Orton House Farm
Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR

Mobile: 0789 996 6214
Telephone: 01827 880238
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Sheepy Magna & Parva News

At me of publica on we have not been informed of cancella ons of future events

Mothers’ Union.
2nd April @ 2.00pm in Church. Our
speaker will be Mrs Wendy Mar n giving
a talk on the “Send a Cow” charity.
21st April @ 2.30pm. We have an invita on from
Hinckley Holy Trinity Church to a end their rally.

World Day of Prayer
On Friday 6th March, under
the guidance of Gillian Greenwood
and Jean Negus, we enjoyed a
lovely service for the World Day of
Prayer.
The service and thoughts this year were prepared by the
Chris an Women of Zimbabwe who called us all to “Rise
take up your mat and walk”. A table displayed the flag
and colours of Zimbabwe, symbolising Unity, three
candles, coloured red, white and yellow were placed on
the altar represen ng Love, Peace and Reconcilia on.
The power inherent in World Day of Prayer Zimbabwe is
seen in the tradi on of praying and helping the needy
communi es. World Day of Prayer has grown from
churches to schools, from universi es to girls and
women’s organisa ons. The circle of prayer and the call
to help those in need has rippled out around Zimbabwe.
Next year Vanuatu will be celebrated.

Open House.
Monday April 20th @ 2.00pm in Church. Our annual
plant sale. Any unwanted young plants or plants that
you have divided and have spare will be very
welcome. All sales will go to the charity Tear Fund.
Thank you, Jean Negus.

Advance No ce for the Dog Show
25th July @ 2.00 pm. The Dog Show and Summer Fete.
Details of Dog Show classes will Follow later.

‘Open the Book’
Open the Book is a series of Bible
stories presented weekly by small
teams to the children of Sheepy
Primary School. There are eight
volunteers who take part at the
moment, but we are looking out for new members,
which means that we are only commi ed to two or
three mes each half term. The team is very flexible and
even if you could only join us for one session a term we
would be pleased to welcome you. We usually meet on
a Monday morning to rehearse, and then “perform” in
school on Wednesday morning.
Each session takes about half an hour. If you would like
to be involved in this rewarding experience, please
contact Rev’d Julia Hargreaves or Sue Houghton on
01827 880517.
The Year 6 children will be performing The Easter Story
on Wednesday 10th April at 9:00am in Sheepy Church,
everyone will be welcome. All volunteers are fully DBS
checked.
Sue Houghton

Tuesday Church
If you care for a preschool
child, why not come along
to Tuesday Church? This is
a lively, informal service
a ended by Recep on
children from Sheepy
Primary School, but is open to all pre‐schoolers and
their carers.
We have music, a story and a cra ac vity. It is usually
held on the second Tuesday of the month, at 1:30pm in
Sheepy Church. There is no service in April as it would
fall in the Easter holiday. The next service is on Tuesday
12th May. If you care for a young child why not come
along and have some fun?
All helpers are fully DBS checked.
Sue Houghton
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Advertise in this space.
Contact the Editor
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
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Sheepy News
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(cont from p11)

Touching Heaven ‐ A new Praise and
Worship event

Community Support during Coronavirus
Outbreak

A new and exci ng venture for
the benefice begins this year,
with a monthly service of
worship & praise, and warmly
invite all those who like
Contemporary worship.

Bonfire Society, Neighbourhood Watch & Good
Neighbours Scheme
With all the wonderful oﬀers from local businesses, we
aim to get a leaflet out to those who are not on social
media within the next few days. This will make everyone
aware all the relevant informa on.

Next Service is at All Saints
Sheepy Magna on Sunday 19th
April, 6pm

Sheepy Bonfire Society & Neighbourhood Watch have
opened a WhatsApp group for parents and carers of
Sheepy children, if you would like to be added to the
group, please text 07864 841 767 with your name and
loca on and which year your kids are in
We would like to thank www.sheepyparish.com, Sibson
Volunteers & Sheepy GNS Volunteers

Touching Heaven is an informal evening of praise and
worship. Don't worry if you don't know the songs, they
are very simple and easy to pick up. Come and give it a
try, we'd love to see you there.

Saturday Brunch @ All Saints Church
Sheepy Magna
Why not join us at
Sheepy Church for our
monthly ‘Saturday
Brunch’. As well as great food and wonderful fellowship,
you can also get to sample our ‘Posh Coﬀee’.
The next one is on
Saturday 11th April 9.30am
but if you can’t make this
one, we look forward to
seeing you at a future
event during the year.

Sheepy WI
Sheepy WI Ladies were recently treated to a talk about
Airport Security ‘from the other side’
with Mar n Saunders. Mar n worked for many years at
Birmingham Airport and explained the reason for the
ght security and ps for when you are travelling
If you like the sound of these sort of events we’d love
you to come and join us. We meet at Sheepy Memorial
Hall on the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm. The
next mee ng is 28th April, Medical Detec on Dogs with
Wendy Coley. How they save lives, every day, with just
their noses

Black Horse Sheepy Magna 01827 880 555
Opera ng a take out food system from 12noon to 3pm &
6pm to 8.30pm weekdays; 12.30pm to 8.30pm on
Saturdays and 12,30pm to 3pm on Sundays. Plus an oﬀ
licence daily 12noon to 10.30pm. They also have freezer
friendly items.
San Giovanni 01827 881 000
They are oﬀering to the elderly and vulnerable, unable to
leave their homes, FREE delivered hot meals daily.
Covering Sheepy Parva, Sheepy Magna, Pinwall, Ratcliﬀe
Culey and Sibson. Email: info@sangiovanni.co.uk.
They are also oﬀering Takeaway meals.
See www.sangiovanni.co.uk/menu/takeaway.asp
Available to order for free delivery within a 3 mile radius.
San Giovanni are accep ng orders from 12pm to 9pm.
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Witherley Parish Neighbourhood
Development Plan

20/040: COUNTY COUNCILLOR
REPORT: Corona Virus was
discussed, par cularly the risk to the
elderly or residents with underlying
health issues. Face masks are not
designed to keep infec ons out, and
that standard hygiene measures
must be used at all mes, hand
washing is essen al.
Recent pothole repairs would
appear to be of poor workmanship
and only las ng a month, all new
repairs which quickly show signs of
deteriora on should be reported to
Cllr Ould.
The Chairman added that the next
stage of the project funding for the
dualling of the A5 has been granted
in this week’s Chancellor’s budget;
this means the design work will
move forward quite quickly.
20/041: CRIME REPORT: Cllr
Robinson circulated his report prior

to the mee ng: The of diesel from
Ratcliﬀe Culey, cash stolen from a n
in a kitchen in Fenny Drayton, the
of tools through a broken shed
window in Twycross, motorbike
stolen from Witherley, vehicle stolen
from Sheepy Parva, bo les of
alcohol were stolen from the Royal
Red Gate pub, Fenny Drayton. The
showroom of Pinwall Garage had
been smashed by a person throwing
rocks at the glass, they were
arrested.

20/042: PLANNING
APPLICATIONS:

20/00161/FUL 4 Main
Road, Ratcliﬀe Culey. This is for an
extension at the rear of the
property. The neighbouring
property is concerned their privacy
could be invaded. There are no
objec ons from the Council.

20/000088/FUL
Atherstone Stables, shower and
toilet block. No objec ons.

Towards the end of February three
informal drop‐in events were held to
show residents the work we have
done, as we were at the final stages of
comple ng the Dra Plan. The sites
which had been chosen for poten al
housing were also there to see.
A endance at the events was very
good, and there were many robust
comments, some of them even
complimentary!
In mid‐March the Steering Group
reviewed progress on the Dra Plan,
and it was due to be completely
finished by the end of that month. Our
consultants, YourLocale, will put the
finishing, professional touches to it for
presenta on to the Parish Council. If
they approve it, it can proceed to
Regula on 14 consulta on. This is the
formal public consulta on las ng six
weeks when all residents, stakeholders,
landowners, bodies such as
Environment Agency, Natural England,
Historic England, Woodland Trust,
Severn Trent Water – anyone aﬀected
by the NDP can inspect it and make any
comments they feel are appropriate.
It will be adver sed in the local press,
go online on the Parish Council website
for all to examine, and Coronavirus
permi ng, will be available to view in
the churches, pubs and any available
public venue.
Kay Conway
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For CLOSE BOARD and
BESPOKE FENCING that
“LOOKS THE PART”
DESIGNED and BUILT
to DO THE JOB and LAST
Feather edge, post & rail, picket
fencing; panels supplied/fitted
Post repair specialist
Rose arches, raised beds,
planters, screens
Garden gates made to order
Garden woodworking solutions
No job too small
All jobs surveyed free, written estimate within 7 days
2a St Michael’s Court, Stoney Stanton

Operating from Stoke Golding

Call John on 01455 212984
or Mob 07890 070681
www.fencemanjohn.co.uk
johns_wood04@hotmail.com
Proud member of:
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Twycross News

49 C
'St James' Church
49 Club winners: Wendy Gre on, Flavia Philips, Faye
Assinder & Mrs Kirkpatrick. Congratula ons to all!
If I haven't collected your March subs, please call
me for collec on on 01827 880035, or drop oﬀ at
my house, 20 Main Road. Next subs due in June'
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On Monday 20 April at the Village Hall star ng at
7.15pm we shall be holding our mee ng. The
speaker for the evening will be telling us about the
history of Ice Cream and this will be followed by
some samples of their range of flavours. Why not
come and join us for an interes ng and enjoyable
evening with homemade refreshments and a raﬄe.
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Twycross House School is delighted to share the
findings from their recent Ofsted inspec on.
The inspec on team visited the school in early
January and at the end of the process were pleased
to award the school ‘Outstanding’. The categories
that the inspec on looked at included the quality of
educa on, the behaviour and a tudes, personal
development, leadership and management and
sixth form provision.
Twycross House was also awarded ‘Outstanding’ at
their last inspec on in 2017. Since then there has
been much reported in the press of the new
stringent inspec on framework and that exis ng
‘Outstanding’ schools would find it very unlikely to
retain this grade. In 2019 of the 305 outstanding
schools that had been re‐inspected in the country
only 49 retained their outstanding grade.
During the inspec on every element of teaching,
learning and educa onal outcomes were analysed
and observed. The main findings of the report
included that the school provides a high‐quality
educa on in an environment that is rich with

opportuni es for pupils to explore their talents and
interests. The inspec on team spoke with the pupils
who spoke about the family atmosphere of the
school and the development of strong trus ng
rela onships between staﬀ and pupils. The school
also provides excep onal resources within a unique
and safe environment and as they leave school
pupils are extremely well prepared for future life.
In their ques onnaire parents were overwhelmingly
suppor ve of the school ‘from an inclusive school
comes happy, educated children and this is
Twycross House School’
Headmaster Steve Assinder commented, ‘I am so
proud of our students who at all mes during the
inspec on were excellent ambassadors for the
school and expressed great pride in being a
Twycross House pupil. I would also like to thank our
dedicated and skilled teaching staﬀ who show such
posi ve encouragement and give addi onal help to
engage their pupils in their subjects and to all our
parents for their contribu on to this success. It is a
tremendous achievement for Twycross House
School to receive this ‘Outstanding’ report’.
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If you find yourself unwell, or are self ‐ isola ng and
you need assistance for instance with shopping,
pos ng mail, needing urgent supplies or just need a
kindly, reassuring phone call, several village
residents wish to oﬀer their help. Please contact;
Paula 01827 880 220 / 07889 647 917,
Gail 07887 658 002,
Sue 07816 982 611,
Carolyn 07789 792 180,
Ann 07974 847 272,
Gemma 07870 570 396

T
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Private Tuition
since 2004 by
fully qualified teacher
A -Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology
GCSE Maths & Sciences
Home schooling, adult learners &
teacher training support

Dr Alan Wood
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01827 719923
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Emergency Numbers

If you find yourself housebound
and in need, please ring one of
these numbers for help:
Sheepy: Good Neighbour Scheme:
07868 005 571 or 01827 881142
Ratcliffe: Mrs Pratt 01827 714565
Orton: Mrs McKay 01827 880308
Twycross: vacant

Data Privacy Notice
By submi ng your details,
as an adver ser or
contributor, or in any other
way, and agreeing to them
being published in the
Sheepy Benefice Gaze e,
you accept that you have
given your consent for your
data to be used and stored
as outlined in Sheepy
Benefice’s Privacy No ce, a
copy of which can be found
on the Benefice website:
h ps://
sheepybenefice.org/
privacy‐no ce
All images of children in this
publica on have parental
permission for their use.

Sheepy Memorial Hall
Hall Bookings:

Available for par es, family celebra ons and
funerals, etc.
Only £11 per hour, or
£8 per hour for long‐term bookings.
Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, or look at our
website for more details.

Tickets for all events available from Sheepy Memorial
Hall 07443 302 225,
or see the website
www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall
or on Facebook @SHeepyMemorialHall
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Window at Grenada
Cathedral
See page 15 for more details of both pictures

Twycross House School
Following an Ofsted Inspection in January
2020 Twycross House School were delighted
to report the result of their assessment as
being in the Outstanding category.
This follows up on their last assessment at
the same level in 2017.

Party at Sheepy School!
See page 5 for details

The family atmosphere of the school was
highlighted
See page 17 for details
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