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Sheepy Church
“Sounds Amazing”
Evening
In October, Sheepy church held an
open evening to showcase their
new sound system.
The picture shows Borough
Councillor Kevin Morell, front,
(responsible for the PCIF
programme which gave a grant
towards the cost) with members of
the DCC and the new system.

See Centre Pages
for Christmas
Events Around the
Villages
Ride & Stride
Ann Evans of Twycross, at the
farthest destination on her
sponsored cycle trip. She raised
£151.15 for St James, Twycross.

Win This Fantastic
Hamper
Come along to the Ratcliffe Culey
Christmas Fair on 2 December at
Ratcliffe Church and enter the
raffle—first prize this scrumptious
looking hamper, kindly donated by
Mrs Jean Aucott.

Meet the
Mayor
Pupils from Year 6
at Sheepy Primary
School visited the
Mayor’s office
during an event at
Hinckley Hub—
see story page 21.

Distributed free to around 900 households in all six parishes ten times a year
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Church Services—Dec 2017/Jan 2018
All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org
There is also a communion service at 9am every Thursday at Sheepy Magna
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A View From a
Sheepy Pew
Most of us are familiar with a few parts
of the Bible. They become part of our
vocabulary and we take them for
granted.
The Beatitudes are one such section,
spoken by Jesus in the Sermon on the
Mount.
The first 4 are:


Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.



Blessed are they who mourn, for they
will be comforted.



Blessed are the meek, for they will
inherit the land.



Blessed are they who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they will
be satisfied.

The first one is very British, “support the
underdog”.
The second is only fair: “there is no
greater loss than a death” gives those
who remain a break.
The third is a Christian axiom: “do not be pushy, play a straight bat and your time will come”.
The fourth: “you must make some effort, then you will see the reward”.
But others have used the format of the Beatitudes to make their point and from my pew last Sunday I was
introduced to a modern theologian’s twist:-

All Saints and All Souls: A last Beatitude—A sonnet by Malcolm Guite.
And Blessèd are the ones we overlook: the faithful servers on the coffee rota;
The ones who hold no candle, bell or book, but keep the books and tally up the quota;
The gentle souls who come to ‘do the flowers’; the quiet ones who organise the fete;
Church sitters who give up their weekday hours; doorkeepers who may open heaven’s gate.
God knows the depths that often go unspoken, amongst the shy, the quiet, and the kind,
Or the slow healing of a heart long broken, placing each flower so for a year’s mind.
Invisible on earth, without a voice,
In heaven their angels glory and rejoice.

Neil Jones
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Pastoral Services in the Benefice—2017
Funerals in 2017
Cynthia Jane Coley
Christina Parker
Dorothy Phillips
Denzil Mansfield
Linda Lawton
Dorothy 'Margaret' Ward
Francis Jean Poulson
David Ian Salt
Rachel Anne Greenfield
Gertrude Maud Bassett
Robert Farmer
Alan John Ellis
Joyce Enid Hearn
Oswald ‘Ozzie’ Percy Hall
Penny Susan Ellway
Dorothy ‘Dolly’ May Clark
Bernice ‘Bunny’ Plummer
Marjorie Beatrice Calcott

26 January
2 March
8 April
13 April
18 May
31 May
6 June
12 July
17 July
25 July
11 August
25 August
30 August
18 September
28 September
11 October
3 November
16 November

St James, Twycross
St John the Evangelist, Shenton
St James, Twycross
Sheepy & Twycross Burial
St John the Evangelist, Shenton
All Saints, Sheepy
HofE Crem & St Edith, Orton on the Hill
All Saints, Sheepy
All Saints, Sheepy
All Saints, Sheepy with Burial
St Edith, Orton with Burial
St James, Twycross with Cremation
All Saints, Sheepy & Burial
All Saints, Sheepy & Cremation
All Saints, Sheepy & Cremation
Hof E Cremation
Woodlands Crem & Sheepy Church
All Saints Sheepy with Burial

Weddings in 2017
Paul Gautrey & Penelope Booth-Smith
Lindsey Reading & Daniel Roberts
Ian Roberts & Sian Rowlands
Daniel Bradley & Nicole Womack
Claire Bullers & Callum Tharratt
Benjamin Riley & Asia Coles
Andrew Parkinson & Catherine Devine
Aaron Norton & Joanne Eckersley
Robin Jackson and Laura Webb
Emma Guest & Jack London
Ross Jackson & Julia Smith
Samuel Taylor & Rebeka Wood

25 March, St John the Evangelist Shenton:
6 May, St Edith Orton on the Hill:
13 May, All Saints Sheepy:
17 June, St Edith Orton on the Hill:
24 June, All Saints Sheepy:
1 July, St James Twycross:
15 July, All Saints Sheepy:
29 July, All Saints Sheepy:
9 August, All Saints Sheepy:
16 September, St Edith Orton on the Hill:
30 September, All Saints Sheepy:
14 October, St Edith Orton on the Hill:

Baptisms in 2017
Susanna & Miriam Poulson [Sisters]
Tilda Rosetta Kate Burt
Beatrice Olivia Spicer
Fiona Wilkins
Luca Peter Iftimia-Mander
Oliver Jack Bradley
Maisie & Ella Cartwright [Cousins]
Toby Zac Wynne
Harriet Nightingale
Amelie Elizabeth Thomas
Fleur & Artemis Assinder [Twins]
Ellie Grace Harding
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Matthew & Emma Poulson
19 March, St Edith, Orton on the Hill
Sophie & Andrew Burt
7 May, All Saints, Sheepy Magna
Sarah & Oliver Spicer
7 May, St Edith, Orton on the Hill
Simon & Natasha Wilkins [USA] 12 May, All Saints, Ratcliffe Culey
Christian & Andreea Iftimia-Mander 11 June, All Saints, Sheepy Magna
Daniel & Nicole Bradley
17 June, St Edith, Orton on the Hill
Louise & Andrew Cartwright; Helen Brunner & Edward Cartwright
25 June, All Saints, Ratcliffe Culey.
Andrew & Rebecca Wynne
25 June, St James, Sutton Cheney
Catherine & Ben Nightingale 2 July, St John the Evangelist, Shenton
Geraint & Laura Thomas
9 July, All Saints, Sheepy Magna
Gabriel & Faye Assinder
9 July, St James, Twycross
Katie & Michael Harding
1 October, St John the Evangelist, Shenton
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View From the Pulpit
I love the contrast between the words of the Carol known
as the Adoration of the Magi, where the kings ask the
question ‘What child is this?’ ,and the poster launched to
celebrate Christmas showing the Holy family waiting for
the bus, whilst modern day shepherds, kings, and
onlookers ask the same question.
????
This is the Christ child, born as both human and divine to
offer the world another way of being…

The poster (right) invites us to ‘BE’ part of the action of
Christmas…
As I’m writing this in early November, before the carol
services (and another mince pie!), the Christmas advert
wars have hit the TV.
Waitrose, set in a pub on the North Yorkshire moors,
offers us a glimpse of communion … whilst snowbound,
a group of strangers all come together to create a meal to
share around the table.
M&S, using my favourite bear Paddington, tells of a
Christmas visitor who is ‘helped’ deliver love and
marmalade sandwiches.
Morrison’s share a story of a child who is different
‘everyone is included’… and we won’t mention John Lewis
[oops I just did]
Their stories all merge with ours, in that we seek to be
loved and known; gathered at a table sharing food
together, whether it’s a gluten free Christmas pudding or a
Brussel sprout!

What Child is this?
What Child is this
Who laid to rest
On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom Angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and Angels sing
[William Chatterton Dix, in 1865.]

Our poster shows the shoppers waiting for a bus. Some,
oblivious to who is there among them, not asking the question at all; others are curious, peering
underneath their umbrellas at what is different, something is stirring within them; and then some are
kneeling and asking the question for the very first time …
‘What child is this?’
And with love and prayers for all those who stand oblivious, or peer from afar underneath their
protective umbrellas, and those who kneel to seek something beyond their imagination and selves
asking and seeking …
I wish you all a very blessed Christmas,

This is Christ the King
Blessings, Revd Julia
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Orton News
Remembrance

Meet the Author

A few minutes prior to 11 o'clock, on Saturday
11 November, the residents of Orton on the Hill
gathered in Orton church to remember all of those
who sacrificed their lives during warfare. What a
fitting tribute it was as several residents contributed
in a fine way. There were readings of poetry and
accounts from people who had been involved in the
traumatic events of war. The atmosphere was quite
moving, meeting with fellow neighbours on this
special day.
Thanks must go to Graham Titley and Mark Dalton for
organising such a fine tribute.
Freda Walker

Erin Green will be visiting Moore’s Farm at 6:30pm on
4 December and you are all cordially invited to come
along to meet her.
Local author Erin’s first novel, “A Christmas Wish”, is
set around Polesworth and is currently on sale in
Sainsbury’s so if you would like her to sign a copy
please bring one along. They are very modestly
priced and would make a good gift—her publishers
were so impressed they have commissioned two
sequels.

Armistice Day
To add to the words above, Freda herself gave a
fabulous solo of God Save the Queen which would
have done Twickenham proud! The wreath was laid
by Mark Dalton in uniform and the British Legion
were represented by Leslie Adcock from Warton.

Quiz
The quiz on 6 November was exceptionally well
supported from far and wide and resulted in £338
being added to the church community project. Very
grateful thanks to Josie for organising it, Tony for
being such a good quiz master, and Colin for allowing
us to use his nice, warm pub!

'Spirit of Christmas' Coffee
Morning, Saturday 9 December
10-12:30 in Church
Haven’t got a chimney? Don’t worry, there will be a
special post box for letters to Santa in church on
9 December which
should be in good time
for Christmas.
Come along and enjoy a
coffee while you get
inspiration from our free
decoration
demonstration and check
out the stalls with gifts
and all things seasonal.
All contributions for the
recycled gift stall or raffle
gratefully received.

Xmas Post Box
Just in case you are new to the village,
we have a tradition of saving money and
the planet by posting cards to our local
friends and neighbours in the old village
phone box. It is always seasonally
decorated, and it makes a pleasant stopoff from a round-the-village walk to pop
in out of the wind and read the often
home-made and amusing cards.

Christmas Carols
Sunday 17 December 5pm. This year we are having a
change and making this a
candle-lit affair followed
by mulled wine & mince
pies. For those who like to
walk, I think some hardy
souls—weather
permitting—will be leaving
the School Farm end of
Main Street about 4:40pm.
PLEASE, PLEASE wear something very hi-viz and
preferably carry a torch.

Midnight Mass
It’ll be too late for that last present or card and forget
the turkey & sprouts, make this Christmas Eve very
special and come to church at 11:30pm on
24 December and celebrate the real meaning of
Christmas.
A very happy and healthy Christmas and New Year
to all—time to hibernate now, see you in February.
Margaret McKay
(See Page 15 for Twycross Parish Council news)
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Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey
01827 715701

Cosy, warm, country pub
serving real ales,
fine wines and
freshly prepared,
home cooked cuisine.

Mrs C A Parkes
MCSP SRP
Chartered Physiotherapist
Member of Health Professions Council

Handcrafted Cupcakes &
Celebration Cakes!

Lunchtime menu:
2 Mains for £12
(excluding Sunday)

Orton House Physiotherapy
Orton House Farm
Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR

Vintage china and cutlery hire
All cakes freshly made to order
with locally sourced ingredients
where possible

www.gate-ratcliffe.co.uk

Mobile: 0789 996 6214
Telephone: 01827 880238

For further details or to discuss these and
other catering requirements

Tues–Fri 12–2:30pm & 5–11pm

Contact Jane in Sheepy on:
01827 880996 or 07870 934 192

Saturday 12 noon–11pm

Member of the Organisation of
Chartered Physiotherapists
in Private Practice

www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery
www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk

View our menus online at:
Open Monday 5-10pm

Sunday 12 noon–8pm
Lunch: Tues-Fri 12–2, Sat 12–3
Traditional Sun Lunch 12–3:30
Evening meals Weds–Sat 6–9

Renovation Experts
High class builder with 30yrs experience
offering specialist services
Refurbishment & restoration of traditional
properties using reclaimed materials &
traditional building methods
Barn conversions
Orangeries/oak conservatories
Farm houses
Extensions & alterations
Luxury period bathrooms
Bespoke hand-made kitchens
See our range of green oak garden furniture at
www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk
01827 881085 or 07875 498628
email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com
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Experienced
cleaner
available
complete with references
Tel: Anne 01827 875905
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Ratcliffe Culey News
Ratcliffe Friendship Club
At our November meeting we met at the home of
Mrs Jean Aucott. Jean challenged our culinary
knowledge with a cookery quiz. Three members got
top marks, but Mrs Cartwright won the draw for the
prize, a book by Mrs Beeton. We then enjoyed social
time and refreshments. We look forward to meeting
again on 6 December for a Christmas lunch at a
venue to be decided.
We would like to take this opportunity to send
everyone our best wishes for Christmas and the New
Year, and to wish Jean Aucott a speedy recovery.

Flower Rota
A rota for 2018 will shortly be produced and anyone
who would like to join the existing volunteers would
be most welcome. Contact Juliet on 01827 713766.

PAST EVENTS
We didn’t choose a very good night for the quiz as
many of our regular contestants were unable to
attend. Nevertheless, three tables fought a close
contest and a team of ladies from Atherstone was
victorious. This time Karen baffled us with national
flags to identify in the picture round. Thanks to
Karen for setting the questions, asking them, and
keeping the score round by round. Thanks too to all
those who took part. A total of £32.10 was raised.

FUTURE EVENTS
Christmas Fair
Saturday 2 December from 2–4pm
in the church. All the usual stalls,
including plants and floral
decorations, home-made preserves,
hand-made cards, tombola,
children’s bran tub, etc. will be
there as well as festive
refreshments. There will also be a
Christmas Hamper raffle (see photo
front cover) and a ‘Guess the Weight’ of a Christmas
cake for you to win. Helen has once again produced
new Ratcliffe Christmas cards (see photos and
availability details back cover) and you can support
Mandy and Gina’s work saving hedgehogs.
Do please come along and support this event and
pick up some Christmas gifts. Any contributions of
prizes or items for the produce stall would be greatly
appreciated and can be left at 11 Main Rd. or
collected from you. (Please ring 01827 713766).

Carol Service
Wednesday
13 December
at 7:30 pm with the
Nuneaton Salvation
Army Band.
It is our good
fortune that once
again the band will
be coming to lead this service of Christmas music and
readings. As always, the collection will be given to
the band to help further their work with the less
fortunate, so please come along and support a very
worthy cause. Last year we collected £220 which was
another good effort. Any food and soft drink
contributions to help those in need over Christmas
can be brought to the church before the service.
These are greatly appreciated at the Army’s centre in
Nuneaton.
After the service there will be a social time with
seasonal refreshments. Newcomers to the village will
be most welcome to come along and enjoy the
evening.

Next Church Services
Sunday 26 November, Holy Communion 10am
Sunday 24 December, Christmas Eve, Family
Communion Service at 10am
This year our normal 4th Sunday service falls on
Christmas Eve and the usual Christmas Day service
would be on the next day. It has been decided that,
this year, these two services should be combined and
held on Christmas Eve. There will, therefore, be no
service on Christmas day itself. Please come along on
Christmas Eve for the family communion with carols
and a variety of seasonal readings.
2018 Sunday 28 January, Holy Communion at 10am

Season’s Greetings
Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year and many thanks to all those on the flower rota
and all those who have helped to support and
maintain the church and churchyard over the year.
A big thank you to Helen, proof reader Brian, and
deputy editor Tony, for producing the much-admired
Gazette throughout the year.
Richard Jones
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Care

Tree Pruning
Rubbish
Removal

Garden
Maintenance
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Hedge
Trimming

Cleaning
Paths &
Paving

Weeding
Contact Clive on:
Tel 01827 713379
Mob 07971 646107

Lab Cote Windows

Upvc windows, Doors, Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits Guttering
Deal direct with the Company owner. We do not use sales reps and we prepare
written quotes for your consideration. Established over 35 years.
Energy saving A-Rated Windows as standard. Triple glazing also available.
We offer free no obligation advice to prevent expensive mistakes.
CERTASS approved (to issue Document L Building Control Certificates.)
Please ask for our free Company Checklist to help you make your decision, we will be happy to
send you a copy without obligation. Contact us to see if we can help, you will be glad you did!

Tel 01827 881531 Mobile 07932 996745

www.labcotewindows.co.uk E mail labcotewindows @aol.com
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Sheepy Local History
Society
At the time of going to press, the
November meeting had not taken
place, but was due to include an
illustrated talk on the 1911 census
of Pinwall. On display: copy of
1567 will of Richard Temple of
Temple Hall; 1836 copy of
valuation of Harp Farm (now Hill
Farm; 1916 copy of contents
catalogue of Orton Hall; Various
photos from mid-late 20th century;
Various newspaper articles; 2017
trophy awarded to Sheepy litterpickers & a “mystery object”.
The next open meetings are on
Tuesday, 9 January & Tuesday 13
February 2018 at 7.30pm at
Sheepy Memorial Hall.
The next cataloguing/research
sessions are on Monday,
29 January, & Monday,
26 February. 2018 in the 1st Floor
Heritage Room, Sheepy Memorial
Hall from 10am to 12 noon.
Everyone welcome. No
membership fees or committee,
just a friendly informal group.
Donations are much appreciated
when attending any of the
monthly meetings.
May we take this opportunity of
wishing everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Contact: Lynne Percival.
Tel. 01827 880721 or email:
sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
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(cont p10)

Fellowship In Church

Sheepy Bells

Christmas Display in Church

Open the Book is a series of Bible stories presented
weekly by small teams to the children of Sheepy Primary
School. Seven volunteers take part, but we are hoping
to recruit more, so we are only committed to two or
three times each half term. We usually meet in Church
on a Monday morning to rehearse, and then “perform”
in school on Wednesday morning, term time only. Each
session takes about half an hour. If you would like to be
involved in this rewarding experience, please contact
Revd Julia Hargreaves, or Sue Houghton on 01827
880517. We will be retelling the Christmas Story to
Sheepy Primary School children, staff and parents, on
Wednesday 6 December at 9:15am, in Church.
Everyone is welcome to share this amazing story with
us. All helpers are DBS checked.

On Saturday 4 November, for the Feast of All Saints, a
Brunches on 9 December and 13 January between
band of local ringers rang a 1/4 peal of Doubles,
10am and 12 noon. A memorable complete breakfast
consisting of Grandsire, Reverse Canterbury, Clifford's
for £5 a head to raise funds for the Project Account.
Pleasure and
Plain Bob.
Dates for Your Diary
Simon Hargreaves
Friday 8 Dec
Unveiling of Christmas display
Luke Groom
(see below)
Julia Biggs
Tues 19 Dec
Inspirations Choir are giving a
Philip Staples
concert in Sheepy Church.
Martin Mellor
Wed 20 Dec
School Christingle
Stuart Hawksworth
Sun 24 Dec
No service at 11 am, but Carols
round the tree in church at 5pm
Open The Book

Come and be among the first to see the Church in its
Christmas glory. There will be a drink and light
refreshments and a chance to meet and greet friends
at this start to the Christmas Season. The display will
be in church until after New Year but there is nothing
quite like being the first to see what this year’s effort
has produced! Hope to see you there.

Remembrance Service
The collection at the Remembrance Service was
£155.30 which will be rounded up to £200 and
donated to the Poppy Fund.

Mothers Union
11 December at 2pm: Meeting in Church for our
Christmas Party.
4 January at 2pm: Meet in Church for a Communion
Service with Revd Julia.

Open House
11 December 2pm: we join with the Mothers' Union
group for our Christmas Party. January and February,
we have a break.

Tuesday Church
Tuesday Church is an informal service
with music, a story, a craft activity,
and loads of fun! It is usually held on
the second Tuesday of the month, at 1:30pm in
Sheepy Church. Reception children from Sheepy
Primary School attend, but this service is open to all
pre-school children and their carers. The next service
is on Tuesday 12 December with a Christmas theme.
The first service of the New Year will be on Tuesday 9
January 2018.
If you care for a young child why not come along and
see what we do? All helpers are fully DBS checked.

Sheepy Magna Ladies Group
We had a great meeting in October with a quiz followed
by social time, and also a trip to The Concordia Theatre
to see “Gypsy”.
We will be celebrating Christmas with a meal out on
20 December at The Black Horse, Sheepy. There will be
no meetings in January or February next year.
For more information ring Sue on 01827 880517 or Pat
on 01827 880627.

Sheepy WI

2017 has been a wonderful year for Sheepy WI.
Learning Tai Chi, Sausage making, Indian Cookery, Corn
Dollies, Mincemeat and Golf. There have been great
outings to the theatre, a local vineyard, Kwikfit and
Leekes. WIFI camping was started by some of the ladies
as well as Darts and Skittles teams. If you like the sound
of these we’d love you to come and join us. We meet at
Sheepy Memorial Hall on the 4th Tuesday of the month
at 7.30pm. The next meeting is 23 January when we will
be learning about recycling with a difference.
For further details please contact Juliet on 07553
055787 or sheepywi@hotmail.com
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Ratcliffe
Christmas

Christmas Fair
Saturday 2 December
2-4pm in Church
Salvation Army
Carol Concert
Weds 13 December
7:30pm in Church
Family Communion
Christmas Eve
Sunday 24 December
at 10am

Sheepy Lantern Parade
Sheepy Bonfire Society will be arranging a parade of
lanterns through the village on Christmas Eve, shortly
before the Carol Service. All Children will be welcome
to join in, as well as any adults who would like to light a
candle in memory of a loved one.
We will meet at the School at 4.40pm and once each
lantern is lit we will walk to church, where Revd Julia
will lead us with a Carol around the tree, the lanterns
will then be placed under the tree, to keep a light
burning over Christmas.
A Carol service will follow at 5pm inside Sheepy Church
—All welcome.
Any lanterns not used in the parade will be available
after the carol service for anyone who would like to
add to the light, and remember a loved one this
Christmas.
Sheepy Bonfire has purchased 120 lanterns for this
event, there is no cost to take part, but we are asking
for any donations to be made to the Church to help
with its reorganisation in the new year.

lanterns can be reserved here https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sheepy-candle-lanternparade-tickets-39771355194 or by emailing
sheepybonfiresociety@gmail.com
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Christmas in Orton
'Spirit of Christmas'
Coffee Morning
Saturday 9 December
10-12:30 in Church
Christmas Carols
Sunday 17 December

5pm in Church.
Midnight Mass
Christmas Eve
Sunday 24 December
at 11:30pm

Sheepy Benefice Gazette

Sheepy
Christmas
Friday 8 Dec
Unveiling of
Christmas display
Tues 19 Dec
Inspirations Choir concert
(see above right)
Wed 20 Dec
School Christingle
Sun 24 Dec
Carols round the tree
5pm in church

December 2017/January 2018

CHRISTMAS WITH THE
ATHERSTONE CHORALE
A PROGRAMME OF
MUSIC AND CAROLS
AT
ST BENEDICT’S CHURCH
OWEN STREET
ATHERSTONE
ON FRIDAY 1 DECEMBER AT 7:30PM
TICKETS £6 AVAILABLE ON THE DOOR
CHILDREN FREE
FOR DETAILS PHONE GILLIAN
GREENWOOD
ON 01827 880647
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Restore your inner peace with
a relaxing treatment
*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT
*Indian Head Massage
*Hot Stones Massage

Call JILLY on 07971 488690
Reiki Master and Teacher

Pinwall Garden Services
Call Dan on 07931 506613
Regular garden maintenance
One-off tidy ups
Tree and Shrub pruning
Grass and hedge cutting
All types of weed control
Fencing work

MG EVANS & SONS LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS
Holmville House, Long Street, Atherstone CV9 1AX
Telephone: 01827-713240 – 24 hours
20 Albert Rd, Tamworth B79 7JN
Telephone: 01827-310035 – 24 hours
Established 1969 – Over 45 years in business
GOLDEN CHARTER FUNERAL PLANS
Jaguar Limousines

www.mgevansandsons.co.uk

FENCE MAN JOHN
FOR POST AND RAIL FENCING
THAT LOOKS "THE PART"
DESIGNED AND BUILT
TO "DO THE JOB" AND LAST
Feather edge, post & rail, picket
fencing; panels supplied/fitted
Post repair specialist
Rose arches, raised beds,
planters, screens
Garden gates made to order
Garden woodworking solutions
No job too small
All jobs surveyed free first
Written estimate within 7 days
Stoke Golding

Call John on 01455 212984
or Mob 07890 070681
www.fencemanjohn.co.uk
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Rolls Royce Hearse
Horse Drawn Hearse

Advertise Here!
A box this size (5cm tall)
costs just £5 per issue
We can design it for you
Just contact the editor:
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
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Community News

News from Twycross Parish Council—
Autumn 2017 (For Twycross/Orton/Norton)
a) Defibrillators for Twycross and Orton—These will be
located at Twycross village hall and the Unicorn public
house. They will be available for public and emergency
service use, and will include easy to follow instructions.
Norton already has a defibrillator at its village hall
b) High Speed Two (HS2)—We have written to the HS2b
consultation team about issues including the sequence of
works on the A5/A444/M42; signage of road closures and
diversions; arrangements for emergency vehicles etc. The
HS2 team has welcomed further engagement with us.
c) Litter—a continuing problem. We do ask everyone to
help by using the litter bins provided and by being a
responsible dog owner and cleaning up after your dog.
d) Play area improvements, Twycross & Norton—
Maintenance work is due to be completed by the end of
the financial year. We will also be applying for a grant
from HBBC towards the cost of new equipment in 2018.
e) Wood Lane, Norton Juxta Twycross—proposed office
development—We have objected to the proposed
construction of 3 office buildings, as Norton Juxta
Twycross is a rural hamlet unsuitable for this type of
development and it will jeopardise the future of Henton’s
factory, a major local employer. We thank Councillors
Ivan Ould and Kevin Morrell for supporting our objection.
More on http://www.parish-council.com/twycross/
We are still looking for another parish councillor to
represent Norton, if anyone is interested.

Sheepy Bonfire Society
The Sheepy Bonfire event was a
great success, and with the income
raised from that and the scarecrow
trail, as well as donations from
Sheepy Parish Council, Hinckley and
Bosworth council, Rob Thomson
and Polesworth garage, the Society
are pleased to announce they have
almost all the funding required to hold next year’s
scarecrow festival and bonfire party without relying
on any donations.
The village trough was restored by Rob Thompson
(hedge layer) this Summer on behalf of Sheepy
Bonfire Society for the Parish Council. A plaque has
been placed by the history society and his fee for the
work was donated to Sheepy Bonfire.
The Society intend to erect and dress the Christmas
tree on behalf of Sheepy Parish Council in December.

Witherley Parish Council News
(covers Ratcliffe Culey)
The children of Key Stage 2 at Witherley School entered a
competition to design a
logo for the Witherley
Parish Neighbourhood
Development Plan. It was
a tough job to choose
between the many
talented and beautifully
drawn entries, but the
winner was 8 year old
Eleanor Woodhouse.
Eleanor’s design made its
first appearance on the certificates for all those who
entered, and also on the name badges for the Steering
Group at the first NDP Drop-in event at the Witherley
Football Club held on Friday 17 November. This was quite
well attended and all who came said they found it much
more interesting than they expected! It was very well laid
out and there was much to see, discuss and comment on.
This is just the beginning of the Development Plan and
you can keep up to date on the Witherley Parish Council’s
website and our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/WPNDP

Be a good Broadband Neighbour
Great news—a major expansion of the Superfast
Broadband project will mean that the south side of
Sheepy Magna, Pinwall, Shenton and Wellsborough
will be connected during 2018.
This has been funded by a rebate from Open Reach
for each home that has taken Superfast Broadband
above the target threshold number.
The more people that connect (when it becomes
available) the more funds there will be to expand the
project. So be a good neighbour, take the
advantages of Superfast Broadband when you are
able (and it really is super).

The big news for Ratcliffe Culey
is that
Superfast Fibre Broadband is here!
The blockage in “Atherstone22”, our local section of the
system, has been cleared and the fibre-optic cables are now
connected. You can now sign up for faster broadband from
your own, or an alternative, supplier.
Go to www.superfastleicestershire.org.uk for
more information.
15

December 2017/January 2018

Sheepy Benefice Gazette
PRIME BEEF & LAMB
LOCALLY PRODUCED
Licensed to deal in game

BATES OF
ATHERSTONE LTD
6 Market Street, Atherstone
Telephone: 01827 713175

OAKEY & MILLER
GARDENING SERVICES
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding,
Hedge cutting, Slab laying, Fencing

No job too small
Call ROBERT on 07814 586013
or STUART on 07478349521
for a free quote

Softleys
in the Square
Market Bosworth
Telephone:
01455 290464
All menus available to view online or telephone us
Accommodation available from £69.00
Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26
A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner
Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16
email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com
www.softleys.com

High Class Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

M D Matthews

Telephone: 01827-718974
Mobile: 07946-731649
Email:
mdmatt@btinternet.com

JAMIE EDWARDS
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR
Tel: 01827 881098
Mobile: 07900 908007
Sibson

SMITHS GARAGE LTD
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE
CV9 3NB
•
•
•
•

NEW & USED CAR SALES
SERVICE & MOT TESTING
ACCIDENT REPAIRS
FORD PARTS SALES

OPENING HOURS:
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday
8:00am to 5:00pm

TELEPHONE
01827-712156
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MKS Décor
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER &
DECORATOR
FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN
For a FREE quotation contact
Matthew on: 07816 428929
email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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Sibson News

Candlelit Carol Service
On Sunday 17 Dec at 6pm we are having our annual
carol service followed by mulled wine and mince
pies. All are very welcome to join us.

Sibson Bells
On Saturday 4 November, as a 60th Birthday
compliment to Stuart Hawksworth, a band of local
ringers rang a 1/4 peal of Grandsire Doubles.

Carols Round the Christmas Tree
On 24 December—Christmas event details page 12.

Calendars
Sibson, Upton and Wellsborough Calendars now for
sale. only £5 each!
Following the successful competition we have a great
calendar full of lovely local pictures. Why not buy
them as gifts for family and friends? All proceeds
going to St Botolph's Church, Sibson.
Contact Alison on 07794 567 992 / 01827 880198 or
alison@genysisconsultants.co.uk

Ladies that Lunch
Our next get together will be on
Tuesday 19 Dec at The Cock Inn
Sibson at 12:30pm.
We will not be meeting in January.
Our first meeting of the new year will be on Thursday
22 February at Millers, Sibson at 12:30pm.
You are very welcome to join us.

DCC Meeting
Our next DCC meeting is on Monday 5 February at
7:30 pm at The Cock Inn, Sibson.

Sibson
Village Hall
Looking for somewhere to hold a regular
group or event? Look no further
Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any
occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, off road
parking and a pleasant outdoor area.
Cost of hire:
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:
£12 per hour, or excluding Main Hall: £6.50 ph
We only charge for the time of the event
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards
For further details, to check availability, and to
book, please call Brian May on 01827 880511
@Sibson Parish Village Hall

Luke Groom
Gillian Groom
Julia Biggs
Simon Hargreaves
Martin Mellor
Stuart Hawksworth

Dog Walkers
Will dog walkers please note that there is no bagged
dog waste disposal at the A444 entrance to the
Churchyard.
The only bin to use is the black bin at the Sheepy
Road entrance. If this is not convenient then please
take the waste home and place it in your own bin.
Thank you.

Church Drive Lighting
Three of the recently installed low level lights have
been found damaged, and subsequently repaired.
Would all who use this Churchyard access please
take care to avoid any contact with the lighting posts
which could cause further damage.

Tower Clock
Following the successful repair to the auto-rewind
mechanism the clock is still not running reliably. We
know what the problem is, and the solution requires
the removal of the hands on the clock face. To do
this we need either a 'cherry picker' hydraulic lift or a
scaffolding tower. The work platform would need to
be 9 metres above the ground.
Can anyone help? Please call/text Nigel Bond 01827
880727 / 07824 644288. Many thanks.

Christmas Wreath Workshop
Tuesday 5th December at 7pm
in Sibson Village Hall.
Please see last month’s Gazette for full
details or contact Alison Melen (07794567992) or Cathy Ellis (07725-813350) or
Liz Farmer (01827-880773)
17
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To Advertise in the Gazette, contact the Editor:
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
(£1 per column centimetre per issue, or £40 a half page)
18
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Twycross News

St James Church—Carol Service
Our church Carol Service will be held on Sunday
10 December at 6pm. All welcome.

49 Club winners:
Anne Senter, Sue Hewitt, Denise Hughes & Bill Nally.
Congratulations to all! Next subs were due
18 November—please phone Audrey for collection if
you were missed. Spare numbers are available (only
£1 per week, £25 prize per week.)
Many thanks to all members; your contribution is a
huge help to St. James' Church. Have a merry
Christmas and a happy New Year!

Ride & Stride
Many thanks to Ann Evans (front cover) for raising
£151.15 for the church by her sponsored cycle ride.
Well done Ann!

Village Hall
We would like to thank the Sheepy Melody Makers
and the U3A Ukulele band for a very enjoyable night.
Also, thank you to all our helpers, and to Turpins for
the extra parking spaces. Thank you to all who
attended and helped us to raise £271 for repairs to
the hall.
Christmas Bingo Saturday 16 December. Eyes down
at 7:30pm. Newcomers welcome.

Women’s Institute
On Monday 18 December we hold our Christmas
Party, the speaker for the evening is Douglas Clinton
talking about A Tudor and Stuart Christmas. The
meeting will be held at the Village Hall and starts at
7:15pm, there is a £2 charge for visitors. Come and
join us for a festive evening. For more details
contact Carol Goodridge on 01827 720896.

Twycross House School
Twycross House School is celebrating after a recent
Ofsted inspection hailed the school as ‘outstanding’.
The inspectors praised the school’s high-quality
teaching and the outstanding achievement, both at
GCSE and A level.
Headmaster Steven Assinder commented, “This is a
tremendous result for our school. The award of an
‘outstanding’ judgement is not just based on a three
day visit by inspectors. It takes the excellent efforts
of our pupils, staff, parents and supporters over
many years to achieve this—and I congratulate
them all.”

Gold Duke of
Edinburgh Award
Students from Twycross
House School have been
cleaning and tidying the grave
yard at St James’ each week
for the last year as their
volunteering component of
the award.

A good news story about
Ultimate Frisbee

Ever heard of Ultimate Frisbee? It’s a fast-moving
energetic throw and catch team game played with a
frisbee, either in a sports hall or outside on a grass
pitch. The Under 20s Junior Women’s Ultimate
Frisbee National
competition was
played on Sunday
12 November in
Wolverhampton,
and was won by a
local team named
Flux, composed
mainly of students
from Twycross
House School, and
including three
residents of Twycross.

Parish Council News
The Parish Council is looking to utilise some of the
improvement funding grants available to them by
providing some adult outdoor gym equipment in the
Twycross play area. This is in response to the
concerns of both the Government and the NHS
(https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/obesity/) around
peoples’ health.
We would like your feedback as to some of the pieces
of equipment you might like to see. The following link
is to a supplier of the equipment:
http://www.hags-smp.co.uk/searchresults/bundle/
Please let us have your thoughts and ideas by
contacting twycrossparishcouncil@gmail.com.
Alan Davies (Chairman) Tel 01827 880277
(More Parish Council news page 15)
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Maths Tuition

Available for AS, A Level,
GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958

Private Tuition
since 2004 by
fully qualified teacher
A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology
GCSE Maths & Sciences
Home schooling, adult learners &
teacher training support

Dr Alan Wood
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01827 719923

www.francescasinclair.co.uk
Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk

Telephone 07901 547360
TIM HARDING
Your Local Electrician
no job too small or large
FREE advice
& quotations

Telephone
07977 012940 or 01827 880473
Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna,
Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ
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Shenton News

The repair work to St John's in Shenton
continues apace. All of the guttering
around the church has been replaced and
new soakaways have been installed.
Although not exactly glamorous or
particularly noticeable to the passer by,
this sort of repair is so incredibly important to the fabric of the
building. If you keep the roof and guttering in good order, then you
can reasonably hope that the rest of the building will survive anything
the weather can throw at it.
However, when our builders got to the top of the tower—safe access
had not been possible before the scaffolding had been erected—they
discovered that the iron clamps and dowels which held the parapet
stones in place had rusted and, as a result, we need to take down and
reinstall the parapet. Also, the guttering structure on the tower roof
and a main roof rafter and wallplate needed replacing. The cost of all
this was an additional £32,000!
We have therefore been busy applying to other charities for additional
support and asked the Listed Places of Worship Scheme roof repair
fund if they are able to release further funds to us to enable this
essential work to continue whilst we have the scaffolding in place. In
addition, fund raising efforts in the village have so far raised a further
£3000—which is fantastic when you bear in mind that Shenton is a
village of some 70 souls, although any further donations would be
very helpful.
It has to be said that it has been a genuinely life affirming experience
asking the village for support for this project as the generosity
displayed is truly wonderful. With this support, I have been able to
give the go ahead to the builders to carry on with the renovation work
and I very much hope that there will not be any further major
renovation projects to the church in my life time (albeit that is a rather
sobering thought!) Once this project is completed the church bank
accounts will be rather empty, so we will be looking to do some
further fund-raising activities next year.
In addition, we recently held our annual Harvest Festival. We had a
very good turnout of about 60 people at the service and this was
followed by the auction of produce, ably run again by Charles Clarke.
This raised an astonishing £1600 in auction sales and donations—the
accolade for most valuable item being snaffled by Maria Davies when
her superb apple pie was bought for £110 after a frenzied bidding war.
It really is a fun evening. Guest auctioneer Oliver Clarke raised £5 for a
cauliflower and a chrysanthemum! A career in sales beckons.
Our next service is the carol service at 7pm on Friday 22 December.
This is a lovely service of carols and lessons read by children and for
the last few years the church has been absolutely packed. It just goes
to show how important the church is for the life of this community.
Charles Wollaston
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Sheepy Magna CofE Primary School News
www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk

Class assembly for Cotswold
Cotswold went on a mission through time and space this
month as their class assembly explored the super
structures they had been learning about this half term.
We visited Stonehenge, where we had to move one of
the heavy bluestones using rollers, and then flew
forward in time and were stuck on top of Golden Gate
Bridge, before moving more up to date to look at
construction of “The Gherkin” in London. The whole
class performed brilliantly and we were really proud of
them.

Anti-Bullying Week
Anti-Bullying Week shines a spotlight on bullying and
encourages all children, teachers and parents to take
action against bullying. The theme this year is “All
Different, All Equal” with the aims:

Also, at
lunchtime, the
pupils got the
opportunity to
experience and
have a go at
archery—which
went down really
well.
(more photos
back cover)

Democracy
event

On Tuesday 14
November two of
our Year 6 girls
were invited to
• To empower children and young people to celebrate
attend an event
what makes them, and others, unique.
at the Hinckley
Hub. They were
• To help children and young people understand how
introduced to
important it is that every child feels valued and
The Deputy
included in school, able to be themselves, without fear
Mayor and other Councillors. The day was spent finding
of bullying.
out how decisions are made and their resulting effects
• To encourage parents and carers to work with their on the local environment.
school and talk to their children about bullying,
Tasks included discussing what makes a good councillor
difference and equality.
and discovering that the new Leisure Centre cost over
£15 million to build. We also heard that there are over
• To enable teachers and other professionals working 4,200 businesses in the area and were pleased to
with children to celebrate difference and equality;
discover that by living in this area, our life expectancy
encouraging them to take individual and collective action was better than if we lived in neighbouring
to prevent bullying, creating safe environments where
Warwickshire!
children can be themselves.
The girls were fascinated by the Mayor’s Chain of
We kicked off the week with an odd sock day. This was Office and discovered that it dated back to 1940. They
to demonstrate our differences. Throughout the week were intrigued to hear that the Grandfather clock in
classes have been involved in lots of creative work and
the Mayor’s Parlour dated back to 1740 (photo front
discussions all about what is bullying; what we mean by
cover).
this; what we can do to stop it in our school and to
support those who have been targets of bullying. At the Art and Drama at Newton Burgoland
end of the week the school enjoyed a play written by
Please see the lovely picture (in
Miss Jones—our anti-bullying officer—performed by
colour on the back cover) of
older children and members of the school council. This Elsie and Millie who attended a
really helped to enforce the message about tackling and recent event. They had a
reporting bullying incidents.
brilliant day and produced these
super pictures of which they are
Mrs Hall used her Literacy lessons and the book “Red
very proud. Well done girls.
Rockets and Rainbow Jelly” to help her pupils to
understand that it is OK to like different things and to
Coming up at Christmas
learn a little about their friends’ likes and dislikes. Key
Our Reception pupils will be performing a short version
Stage two created a beautiful display to demonstrate
of the nativity story for relatives at the end of term.
spreading kindness.
Year 1 and 2 are doing three showings of “Lights, Camel,
Fun-Trition Taster Day
Action”—which is a fun re-telling of the nativity story;
Premier Sports spent the day with the children as part and Year 3 and 4 are giving three performances of a
of our work towards Enhanced Healthy Schools status.
show based on “The Pied Piper”.
Fun-Trition is a programme that looked at living well,
eating well, sleeping well and moving well. This is part of Please feel free to contact us to see if there are any
spare tickets available, after they have gone on sale, as
our continuing work to promoting healthy life styles.
we would love to see people from our community and be
The day supported pupils to learn and think about
able to spread some Christmas cheer.
making healthy lifestyles choices through a series of
interactive, practical, fun and thought-provoking
Mrs Alison Field, Headteacher
activities. (photo next column)
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Sheepy Memorial Hall

www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall 07583 272624 sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk

Tickets for all events available from Sheepy Memorial Hall 07583 272624,
the new website (see above), or from Anji on 07837 370714.

Hall Bookings:
Available for parties, family celebrations and funerals.
Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term bookings.
Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, or look at our website for more details.

Regular Activities (in Alphabetical order)
Adult Circuit Training: Sunday afternoons, call Lou on 07429 623792 for details
Adult Tap Classes: Thursdays 7pm, contact Bonnie 07973 743217.
Baby Massage Course: Thursdays, 10:30-11:30am. Call Victoria 0791 970162.
Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday monthly 7pm.
Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm
Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve monthly 01827 880517
Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 email puppyschool@mail.com, website
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk
Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 10:30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and Tea, great
chat and company.
Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd Tuesday monthly7:30pm; plus Research & Cataloguing
last Monday monthly 10-12noon in 1st Floor Heritage Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30-9:30pm - Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602
Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 12 noon till 1:30 pm. All comers welcome, just turn up.
Zumba with Bonnie: 9:15am Wed, 8pm Thurs, £4 for 1 hour, 07973 743 217.

Sparkenhoe Arts Society
www.sparkenhoearts.co.uk
Next lecture
December 4 2017
Jane Austen's Christmas—A Lecture by Claire Walsh
Before the Victorians reinvented Christmas, the traditional Christmas
was very different. Devoid of Father Christmas, trees and
commercialisation, the emphasis was on gentility and sociability, as set
in many scenes by Jane Austen. Novels, letters, paintings &
engravings will bring the Georgian Christmas to life.
Claire Walsh is an experienced lecturer, including for the
Courtauld Institute, the V&A, the Costume Society& the
Museum of London, & in continental Europe, the USA &
Canada.
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Emergency Numbers

If you find yourself housebound and in
need, please ring one of these
numbers for help:
Sheepy: Mrs Green 01827 880047 or
Mrs Negus 01827 880645
Ratcliffe: Mrs Pratt 01827 714565
Orton: Mrs McKay 01827 880308
Twycross: vacant
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Editor’s Notes
One new advertiser this month—if you need home improvements, see Mark
of Four Counties Construction’s advert on page 10.
We could still do with more advertisers (to keep the Gazette free, we need
advertising income), so if every reader thought about the tradesmen they
know and the local businesses they use, and mentioned the Gazette to them,
we might soon have full pages again—see what you can do, please!
Also, if anyone would be willing to help recruit new advertisers, I have a number of leads
but no time to follow them up—do please get in touch if you would be interested and I’ll
talk you through what is needed.
We take a break over Christmas, so the next issue will be in February—news to your
village correspondent, as named above, by 12 January at the latest please.
I’m happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but I reserve the right, as
editor, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.
A Merry Christmas and a Happy, Safe, & Prosperous 2018 to all our readers

HA
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Ratcliffe Culey
Christmas Cards
New designs for 2017. Available
in packs of 5 large for £4.50, or
5 small for £3, from Richard
Jones, 11 Main Road, Ratcliffe
Culey, 01827 713766. Also at the
Christmas Fair 2 December.

MacMillan Coffee
Afternoon
The 1st Sheepy Magna Rainbows and
Brownies held a MacMillan coffee, tea
and cake afternoon on Saturday
28 October at Witherley parish
Rooms.
It was well attended.
The Rainbows and Brownies were
responsible for serving the cakes and
cleaning up—all part of work towards
their badges.
They managed to raise a fantastic
£237.15!

Sheepy School
Elsie & Millie with
the pictures they
created at Newton
Burgoland (right);
archery at lunchtime
(left); and learning
about food (below).
Full stories page 21.
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