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Sheepy Crib
Above, a very modern interpretation of the nativity scene at Sheepy Church, with a more traditional tree,
decorated by the Rainbows, see p9.

Holding the Baby!
While those who popped in for a coffee
before Christmas prepared oranges for the
Sheepy school Christingle, Revd Julia was
clearly left holding the baby!
Baby Dylan, only one week old, was
welcomed for a cuddle, below.

Ratcliffe Carol Concert
Jess, a Ratcliffe girl, has a go at conducting
the Nuneaton Salvation Army Band, above.
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Church Services—Feb 2018
All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org
There is also a communion service at 9am every Thursday at Sheepy Magna

View From a Ratcliffe Pew

Women’s World Day of Prayer

Last autumn my sister Margaret
and I visited Coventry Cathedral,
she for the first time. A raw day,
but not raining, we started in the
ruins of the old cathedral. The
impact of the shell of this vast priory church built in
the local red sandstone, and left open to the sky by
enemy action in WWII, was considerable. Its years of
church history were still there: it was consecrated as
a cathedral in 1918. But as we walked round reading
about its recent history and saw the great cross of
nails there was so much more. When the cathedral
was bombed the people of Coventry resolved to
keep the ruins as witness to the folly of war. They
chose the words ‘Father forgive’ and constantly work
to send a message of peace and reconciliation across
the world.
Afterwards we visited the modern cathedral which,
in spite of its functional concrete walls, had a
welcoming atmosphere and very beautiful glass. We
felt its warmth and vibrant spiritual outlook; a good
day out!
PS: as I wrote, 16 January 2018, the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge visited the cathedral, sharing
their enthusiasm for work in the community at home
and abroad and the furtherance of peace and
reconciliation.
Juliet Jones

The interdenominational movement of the Women’s
World Day of Prayer invites everyone to attend our
service being held on
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Friday 2 March at 7:30pm
St Edith’s, Orton on the Hill entitled

‘All God’s Creation is
Very Good!’
We will join an estimated 3 million people around the
world that day, in a service which has been written this
year by the women of Suriname in South America.
Starting in Samoa as the sun rises,
and ending as the sun sets off the
coast of American Samoa, the
service will have been translated
into more than 95 languages and
1000 dialects as we are reminded
that we have responsibilities in
caring for this wonderful world
we live in.
With its vast rainforest and wealth of resources,
Suriname asks us to pray for conservation and the
protection of wildlife, through an awareness of pollution,
misuse and abuse, as well as for the situation in Suriname
and concerns for the future.
This is not simply a day of prayer for women, but for
everyone who cares about our world and those who live
in it. For further information, please visit the WWDP
website: www.wwdp.org.uk
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View From the Pulpit
The Season of Lent begins on
Ash Wednesday, 14 February
and this year within the life of
the Benefice and Sheepy Church School we are collaboratively looking at
following the 40 acts, enabling a focus of generosity every day.

What is 40acts?
Lent marks a pivotal point in the history of the church, when Jesus prepared to give
himself up as a sacrifice.
Tradition has it that we mark the 40 days of Lent by giving something up, but what if it
could be more than that?
What if Lent were to become a preparation for a lifetime of big-heartedness?
40acts is a generosity challenge, which encourages people to approach Lent differently.

During the 40 days of Lent, 40acts participants are invited to take part in 40 simple acts
of generosity, which will challenge them to “do Lent generously” in 2018.
The acts or challenges are wide-ranging and various but all are designed to explore
what it means to be generous in a very practical way.
They can be done by individuals or done in groups but the key is that small acts of
generosity, performed by thousands of people across the UK and beyond, have the
power to make a big change to our communities, to our churches and, ultimately, to
our world. It’s about creating a movement of generosity.
I do hope you can join us in 40acts. For more information please speak with Revd.
Julia, or go to the website http://www.40acts.org.uk/
You can follow #40acts on social media

Blessings, Revd Julia
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Email: adams.pavier@gmail.com
For CLOSE BOARD and
BESPOKE FENCING that
“LOOKS THE PART”
DESIGNED and BUILT
to DO THE JOB and LAST
Feather edge, post & rail, picket
fencing; panels supplied/fitted
Post repair specialist
Rose arches, raised beds,
planters, screens
Garden gates made to order
Garden woodworking solutions
No job too small
All jobs surveyed free, written estimate within 7 days
2a St Michael’s Court, Stoney Stanton
Operating from Stoke Golding

Call John on 01455 212984
or Mob 07890 070681
www.fencemanjohn.co.uk
johns_wood04@hotmail.com
Proud member of:
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Orton News
Carol Service
After a dismal week of winter weather it was uplifting
to hear the ringing of bells beckoning people to
church. The pathway leading to the door was lit by
candles guiding followers into the warm glow of the
church. The service took the form of carols and
readings. Among these there appeared a shining star
—the pure angelic voice of nine year old Oscar Stripp
who sang three verses of Silent Night. It was his first
time singing solo in church and his rendition
prompted spontaneous applause from the
congregation. The service concluded with mince pies
and mulled wine shared with fellow villagers; a fitting
start to the festive season.

Advance Notice

This year’s Orton Church Festival will take place over
the weekend of 5-7 May and the theme will be
BOOKS so get your thinking caps on and plan how to
depict your favourite classic—anything from Wind in
the Willows to 50 Shades of Grey!!
We would like everyone to get involved, so start
thinking. There will also be the usual stalls: tombola,
recycled, etc. so remember us when spring cleaning.

Richard, the gardener has already spent several
weeks perusing seed catalogues but, if you have any
special requests for plants, be sure to let him know
very soon.

Reminder
We only have one regular church service a month
which is at 9.00am on the first Sunday. This is a
Communion Service taken from the original Book of
Common Prayer and lasts approximately one hour.
There are usually about a dozen of us. We are a very
friendly and, dare I say, occasionally disorganised lot
and we welcome everyone – the unconfirmed or
even just curious! Please feel free to join us.

Women’s World Day of Prayer
If you care about the world you live in, join us and
people all around the world in a 24-hour prayer
marathon. Our service will be at 7:30pm on
Friday 2 March in church. Everyone from all villages
welcome, see box advertisement on page 2.
Margaret McKay

(Below – my attempts at New Year’s Resolutions!)
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Your Local

Electrical Installation &
Maintenance Service
No Job Too Small  No Obligation Quotes
Tel: Dave 07443 418487
Email: davew1407@gmail.com
David Wilkins, 5 Main Rd, Ratcliffe Culey, Atherstone, CV9 3NY

Mrs C A Parkes
MCSP SRP
Chartered Physiotherapist
Member of Health Professions Council

Orton House Physiotherapy
Orton House Farm
Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR

Mobile: 0789 996 6214
Telephone: 01827 880238
Member of the Organisation of
Chartered Physiotherapists
in Private Practice

Billy’s Milk is Back!

Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey
01827 715701

Cosy, warm, country pub
serving real ales,
fine wines and
freshly prepared,
home cooked cuisine.
Lunchtime menu:
2 Mains for £12
(excluding Sunday)
View our menus online at:

www.gate-ratcliffe.co.uk
Open Monday 5-10pm
Tues–Fri 12–2:30pm & 5–11pm
Saturday 12 noon–11pm
Sunday 12 noon–8pm
Lunch: Tues-Fri 12–2, Sat 12–3
Traditional Sun Lunch 12–3:30
Evening meals Weds–Sat 6–9

Renovation Experts
High class builder with 30yrs experience
offering specialist services
Refurbishment & restoration of traditional
properties using reclaimed materials &
traditional building methods
Barn conversions
Orangeries/oak conservatories
Farm houses
Extensions & alterations
Luxury period bathrooms
Bespoke hand-made kitchens
See our range of green oak garden furniture at
www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk
01827 881085 or 07875 498628
email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com
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Ratcliffe Culey News
Ratcliffe Friendship Club
A few members enjoyed a Christmas meal at the
Gate Inn in December but, sadly, others were unable
to attend. There is no meeting in February; the AGM
will be held on Wednesday 7 March at 7:30 pm at
11 Main Rd.

Flower & Cleaning Rota
Thank you to all those who cleaned and decorated
the church with flowers over the last year.
Thanks to Avril for taking over the rota for 2017 and
to Sue for preparing it for 2018. Also thank you to
those who have recently volunteered to join the
team. If anyone else would like to join, please
contact Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958.

A Message from
Jean Aucott
After her unfortunate accident,
back in November, Jean Aucott
sends her sincere thanks to all
those who rescued her from her
car, visited her in hospital, and made sure her cat,
Sophie, was fed and her house looked after whilst
she was away.

Jean is glad to be back home now and is gradually
recovering. She is very grateful to those who
continue to phone or visit her at home.

PAST EVENTS
Carol Service
Over a period of many years, the Nuneaton Salvation
Army Band have been fitting us into their busy
schedule and coming to our Carol Service. A full
church showed how much we appreciate them. As
always, the collection was given to the Salvation
Army and this year the total was £325.56 which was
excellent. Once again, thanks to your generosity,
many boxes of food had also been collected. These
were delivered to the Army centre in Nuneaton
where they were very gratefully received.
Thanks to all those youngsters who read so well at
the service. They were: Lauren, Elle-Mai, Holly,
Maisie, Isobel, Emily, Jessica, William, Thomas, Ben,
Joe and Max. Jess bravely took up the baton to
conduct the Band! (see front cover) Many thanks
also to Sue for choosing and organising the readings.

Christmas Eve
There was a good attendance at the Holy Communion
service led by Revd. Julia and our thanks are due to
Gillian for playing the organ. We are indebted to
Gillian and Malcolm for their continuing support to
Ratcliffe church.

FUTURE EVENTS
Coffee Morning
No date has been fixed yet. Please look out for
posters in late February.

Next Church Services
th

Sunday 28 January, Holy Communion at 10 a.m.
Sunday 25th February, Holy Communion at 10 a.m.
Richard Jones

Christmas Decorations
Many thanks to Helen and Brian for once again
generously providing the Christmas tree. Thanks to
all those who decorated the church for the Christmas
services and events.

Christmas Fair
There was a very good attendance which made for a
successful afternoon and an excellent total of
£368.10 was raised on the day. Thanks again to
Helen for creating the new Christmas cards. Thanks
to all those who came and those who couldn’t make
it but gave donations. Thanks also for the many
generous prizes donated to the tombola and other
stalls and for Jean’s wonderful hamper.

Good News!
Billy’s Milk is Back!
Our local raw milk self-service
vending machine is in operation
once again at Manor Farm,
Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey
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Tree Pruning
Rubbish
Removal

Garden
Maintenance

Hedge
Trimming

Cleaning
Paths &
Paving

Weeding
Contact Clive on:
Tel 01827 713379
Mob 07971 646107

Sheepy Local History
Society
On display at January’s meeting:
1614 Copy of will of John Towkye
(Tookey) of Little Sheepy; 1844 list
of other ecclesiastical posts held
by Thomas Cotton Fell; copy 1859
design for alterations to Sheepy
Church; Original 1950s Westfield
Atlas of Leicestershire; 1972
photos May Day celebrations;
1979 Parish Magazines; 1991
Christmas Church Services; 1993
copy of auction catalogue of Cliff
House; 2007/8 newspaper articles; several photos etc. The illustrated talk was entitled “1911 census of
Sheepy Magna Farms, associated cottages & Cross Hands”.
The next meeting is on Tuesday, 13 February at 7:30pm at Sheepy Memorial Hall. Everyone welcome.
The first floor Heritage Room at the Memorial Hall which houses the Society’s archives, will continue to open
on the last Monday of each month from 10am to 12noon (except for Bank Holidays). Some of the photos
from our archives can also be seen on our Facebook page.
For further details contact Lynne Percival on 01827 880721 or email: sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
8
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Sheepy News

Thanks for Christmas in
Sheepy Church
Thanks to the Rainbows who
decorated the Christmas Tree that
gives us the title for our Christmas Eve
Service: “Carols Round the Tree.” A
service that, this year, was preluded
by a candle-lit lantern procession from
school to church. The church was
packed, and the register shows an estimated 250
people attended. The retiring collection was set aside
for Tearfund appeal to help feed malnourished
children in Africa. A ‘porridge programme’ that we
supported with £600 and, as part of their celebration
of 50 years work by Tearfund, the Government is
doubling their January income, making Sheepy’s
contribution worth £1200. Well done everyone!
The crib scene in Sheepy church (see cover) was
helped by a donation by John Lewis, who gave us 7
life-size adult cut-outs, to which we added Mary and
Joseph, a crib, and 3 children along with a cat, a dog,
and a pig. The scene was contemporary and the wise
men and shepherds became representatives of a rural
community, offering Jesus recognition for the great
service his life has done for us all in the present day.
Meanwhile, thanks go to the donor of the outside
Christmas tree and to the Parish Council and those
volunteers who set it all up and tidied it all away. It
added a nice festive touch to the village scene.
Finally, we are grateful to Inspirations Choir who
organised everything to give us a Christmas Concert
which entertained us royally and raised funds for our
on-going project to re-order the church.

Fellowship in Church
Brunch on 10 February between 10am and 12 noon.
A memorable complete breakfast for £5 a head.

February 2018

(cont p8)
Mothers Union

1 February at 2pm at the home of Mrs Gillian
Greenwood. Our speaker will be Rev. Pam Harvey.
We will also be having our usual bring and buy table.

Open House
No meeting in February. See everyone in March

Tuesday Church
Tuesday Church is an informal service with music, a
story, a craft activity, and loads of fun! It is usually
held on the second Tuesday of the month, at 1:30pm
in Sheepy Church. Reception children from Sheepy
Primary School attend, but this service is open to all
pre-school children and their carers. There will not be
a service in February, as it is half term, so the next
service is on Tuesday 13 March. If you care for a
young child, why not come along and see what we
do? All helpers are fully DBS checked.

Open The Book
Open the Book is a series of Bible
stories presented weekly by
small teams to the children of
Sheepy Primary School. Seven
volunteers take part currently,
but we are in the process of
recruiting three more, so we are
only committed to two or three
times each half term. We usually
meet in Church on a Monday morning to rehearse, and
then “perform” in school on Wednesday morning, term
time only. Each session takes about half an hour. If you
would like to be involved in this rewarding experience,
please contact Revd Julia Hargreaves, or Sue Houghton
on 01827 880517. All helpers are DBS checked.

Sheepy Magna Ladies Group

Eleven ladies enjoyed a delicious Christmas Dinner in
the Black Horse, Sheepy for our December meeting.
Christmas Fayre
We have two theatre trips planned to the Concordia
It seems a long time since we held our first Christmas Theatre to see “9 to 5” and “Anything Goes”. This
Fayre in the Church building. It was a huge success.
means that our first regular meeting will be our AGM
We had more space because we had made a start on on Wednesday 18 April. Subs will be due on this
taking some of the pews out at the back. We were
evening. We are a friendly group who meet on the
also able to make better use of the kitchen facilities
third Wednesday of each month, in Sheepy Memorial
and had extra room to seat people for refreshments. Hall at 7:30pm, unless otherwise advertised. We
As a result, we made a profit of £1,000, which was
enjoy listening to speakers, theatre trips and of course
almost double that of last year. We thank all our
wonderful suppers! so why not come along and see
volunteers, those who gave raffle prizes but, most of what you think of us. New members and visitors are
all, all those who came to support us.
always welcome. For more information ring Sue on
Jean Negus, on behalf of the Church Council 01827 880517 or Pat on 01827 880627.
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Restore your inner peace with
a relaxing treatment
*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT
*Indian Head Massage
*Hot Stones Massage

Call JILLY on 07971 488690
Reiki Master and Teacher

Pinwall Garden Services
Call Dan on 07931 506613
Regular garden maintenance
One-off tidy ups
Tree and Shrub pruning
Grass and hedge cutting
All types of weed control
Fencing work

MG EVANS & SONS LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS
Holmville House, Long Street, Atherstone CV9 1AX
Telephone: 01827-713240 – 24 hours
20 Albert Rd, Tamworth B79 7JN
Telephone: 01827-310035 – 24 hours
Established 1969 – Over 45 years in business
GOLDEN CHARTER FUNERAL PLANS
Jaguar Limousines

www.mgevansandsons.co.uk

Handcrafted Cupcakes &
Celebration Cakes!
Vintage china and cutlery hire
All cakes freshly made to order
with locally sourced ingredients
where possible
For further details or to discuss these and
other catering requirements

Contact Jane in Sheepy on:
01827 880996 or 07870 934 192
www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery
www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk
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Community News

SAVE THE DATE
SHEEPY
VILLAGE SALE
Bank Holiday Monday
7 May 2018
Start sorting and collecting for your
very own garden sale.
More details in the next Gazette.
Any suggestions or ideas
please ring Janet on 01827 881142

SHEEPY PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN—FEB 2018 UPDATE
The Steering Group are delighted with the
progress made in 2017. Over the year we
have completed many activities to bring us
closer to establishing a Neighbourhood Plan for
the Sheepy Parish:
•
Data analysis, validation and
compilation of Parishioner consultation questionnaire findings
•
Development of Neighbourhood Plan policies
•
Presentation to Parish Council and approval obtained on
draft polices and plan
•
Pre-submission summary issued to all Parishioners
•
Presentation to Hinckley & Bosworth annual rural
conference in November on our approach and learnings
•
Statutory consultation on draft Neighbourhood Plan
In early January the first consultation phase concluded, and the
Steering Group have now commenced the task of reviewing the
representations provided by Parishioners and Stakeholders for
consideration within the Neighbourhood Plan. The analysis of the
representations and finalisation of the Neighbourhood Plan will
likely continue through Spring, at which point we will seek approval
from the Parish Council to proceed to submit to Hinckley &
Bosworth Borough Council for publication, and the next stage of
consultation.
Look at our website to keep up to date:
http://www.sheepyparishneighbourhoodplan.com
FACEBOOK SheepyParishNP

February 2018

The Witherley Parish
NDP Steering Group
held their first meeting of the
new year on Tuesday 9 January
in Ratcliffe Culey Church.
The response to the Drop-in
sessions was very good generally, particularly from
Ratcliffe. There have been no results from those
meetings yet from the Rural Community Council,
which is compiling a report on the findings, but this
will be pursued. Christmas has a lot to answer for!
The main focus of the meeting was to build as
comprehensive a list of businesses and
organisations in the Parish as possible. These will be
invited to the Stakeholders’ Meeting in Witherley
Parish Room on Tuesday 27 February. Invitations
will go out shortly either by email or hand delivered.
We do need to know whether you are coming, to
book your place. If you do not receive an invitation
and you think you should be included please let us
know on witherleyparishndp@gmail.com
The date of our next meeting will be announced on
our Facebook page and website.

TOP TIPS TO
PROTECT YOURSELF
AGAINST FRAUD & SCAMS








Never share your bank PIN or a One
Time Passcode with anyone,
not even a bank employee
Never download software, or let
anyone log on to your computer,
following or during a cold call.
Never enter your Online Banking
details after clicking on a link in an
email or text message—your bank will
never send such a message.
Never transfer or withdraw money out
of your account if you are instructed to
do so “for security reasons”—neither
your bank, nor the Police, will ever ask
you to do this.

TWITTER @SheepyParishNP
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PRIME BEEF & LAMB
LOCALLY PRODUCED
Licensed to deal in game

BATES OF
ATHERSTONE LTD
6 Market Street, Atherstone
Telephone: 01827 713175

OAKEY & MILLER
GARDENING SERVICES
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding,
Hedge cutting, Slab laying, Fencing

No job too small
Call ROBERT on 07814 586013
or STUART on 07478349521
for a free quote

Softleys
in the Square
Market Bosworth
Telephone:
01455 290464
All menus available to view online or telephone us
Accommodation available from £69.00
Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26
A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner
Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16
email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com
www.softleys.com

High Class Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

M D Matthews

Telephone: 01827-718974
Mobile: 07946-731649
Email:
mdmatt@btinternet.com

JAMIE EDWARDS
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR
Tel: 01827 881098
Mobile: 07900 908007
Sibson

MKS Décor

SMITHS GARAGE LTD

FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

PINWALL, ATHERSTONE
CV9 3NB

WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN

•
•
•
•

NEW & USED CAR SALES
SERVICE & MOT TESTING
ACCIDENT REPAIRS
FORD PARTS SALES

OPENING HOURS:
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday
8:00am to 5:00pm

TELEPHONE
01827-712156
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PROFESSIONAL PAINTER &
DECORATOR

For a FREE quotation contact
Matthew on: 07816 428929
email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk

Advertise in this space.
Contact the Editor
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
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Sibson, Upton and Wellsborough
2018 Calendar

Christmas
Wreaths

The production and sale of the 2018 calendar has
been a great success and raised £180 for St Botolph’s
Church, Sibson. Thanks very much to all our
photographers and those who have supported us by
buying a calendar.
Alison Melen

(see previous
column, more pics
back cover)

St Botolph’s Candlelight
Carol Service
Once again the children and young people of Sibson
delighted us with their readings for the carol service.
Many thanks to Cathy Ellis for organising this for us.
Mulled wine, mince pies and Mrs Bond’s special
sausage rolls were enjoyed by everyone after the
service. Church was full, despite clashing with a
Leicester Tigers home game!

Sibson Christmas Tree
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the
Christmas tree this year. Ray Atkins for the (very
complicated) paperwork, the Goodings for buying
the tree, Friezeland Farm for providing such a lovely
tree at a very helpful price and the Parish Council for
their contribution.
The Smith family once again put up the lights and
provided entertainment and there was a great turn
out to help put up the tree ... after a welcome
breakfast at the Cock Inn. Nigel and Anne Bond, as
always, were there to make sure it all went ahead.
Thank you as well for the help with the less fun part
of taking it down in January, Nigel, Anne, Trevor and
of course Andrew Caton for taking it all away.

Christmas Wreath Workshop
The Sibson Christmas Wreath workshop was a huge
success again this year. The photos (next column
here and back cover) show a selection of the
stunning wreaths made by the 35 people who
attended. Thanks to their generous donations we
raised £443 towards the maintenance of Sibson
Church. Thank you to Jo-Laura from the Floral
Academy for her demonstration, to everyone who
helped on the night, and a special thank you to those
who donated the materials for the wreaths. Our
doors have looked fabulous this Christmas!

Carols
Around the
Christmas
Tree
Another great
turnout on
Christmas Eve for
the 10th year of
carols around the tree. The crowd were in fine voice
and generously raised £254 for Macmillan Nurses.
Many thanks to David, Lee and Trudi at the Cock Inn
for mulled wine and mince pies, to Simon Nathan for
downloading the music, Andrew Melen and Steve
Ellis for assisting with stage management.

Ladies that Lunch
Our first meeting of the new year will
be on Thursday 22 February at
Millers, Sibson at 12:30pm.
You are very welcome to join us.

Sibson
Village Hall
Looking for somewhere to hold a regular
group or event? Look no further
Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any
occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, off road
parking and a pleasant outdoor area.
Cost of hire:
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:
£12 per hour, or excluding Main Hall: £6.50 ph
We only charge for the time of the event
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards
For further details, to check availability, and to
book, please call Brian May on 01827 880511
@Sibson Parish Village Hall
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To Advertise in the Gazette, contact the Editor:
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
(£1 per column centimetre per issue, or £40 a half page)
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St James Church

They came first
out of twenty
Twycross Christmas Fair was held on Saturday 18th
teams which
November in Underwood dining room at Twycross
entered in the
House School. The day was a very happy occasion,
and everyone enjoyed the Christmas music provided Birmingham
and the West
by the South Derbyshire Band. We made £469 for
the church funds. Many thanks to those who helped Midlands area.
They will now
and attended.
take part in the
Despite rescheduling caused by the early snowfall,
second round
the Carols by Candlelight Service was well attended of the
by Twycross residents and provided the opportunity competition at
for some rousing singing, as well as a catch up with
Birmingham
folk not seen this past year. The Kennedy children
University in January.
(pictured below) delighted the congregation with
their clear and confident readings!

Mrs D Cleaver.

Twycross House School
Christingle Celebration

49 Club winners
Winners from 18 Nov 2017: G. Massey, S. Borley,
D. Hughes, W. Gretton, G. Healey, J. Muglestone, L.
Barker & G. Bristow.

A thank you from the Twycross
Jubilee Committee for the
Tree on the Green

Twycross House Years 4 and 5 attended St James'
Church for a very special Christingle service. It was a
delightful service.
All pupils then sang by candle light around the church
with lit Christingles they had made that morning. This
created an extraordinary atmosphere and
opportunity for reflection.
The Reverend Julia praised the pupils (pictured below
and back cover) for their singing, behaviour and
clarity of readings. They were a credit to the school.
Mrs Williams and Mrs Griffiths

A big thank you to Mr and Mrs Crowson, who
donated a tree from their garden, and to Mike Smith
of Twycross Tree Services who felled the tree and
installed it on the Green. Lights and decorations by
Twycross Jubilee Committee.

DCC Vacancy
The role of District Church Council secretary has
become available. If anyone is interested, please
contact Audrey on 01827 880035.

Twycross House School
Success at Chemistry Competition
Congratulations to Sebastian Hart, Oliver Duby,
Jessica Barker and Isaac Dugas from Twycross House
School who took part in the preliminary round of the
Top of the Bench competition run by the Royal
Society of Chemistry. (Picture next column)

15

February 2018

Sheepy Benefice Gazette

Maths Tuition

Available for AS, A Level,
GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958

Private Tuition
since 2004 by
fully qualified teacher
A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology
GCSE Maths & Sciences
Home schooling, adult learners &
teacher training support

Dr Alan Wood
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01827 719923

www.francescasinclair.co.uk
Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk

Telephone 07901 547360
TIM HARDING
Your Local Electrician
no job too small or large
FREE advice
& quotations

Telephone
07977 012940 or 01827 880473
Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna,
Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ
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Christmas

It seems a while ago now but our Christmas
productions were amazing. The children and
staff pulled out all the stops to produce some
fabulous shows. There were the usual hiccups,
such as props disappearing minutes before the
start of the show, strange music coming from
outside mid-performance—which we discovered,
was Father Christmas on his sleigh doing the
rounds; and lettering falling off the curtains.
But the children just carried on and did
everyone proud. Max made an excellent
announcer—definitely no microphone needed for
him to be heard! Mila was an especially attentive
Mary to the baby Jesus and Ollie shone in his
role as king rat. Well done to all and huge
thanks to everyone involved.
We also had a successful Christmas fayre, thank
you to Father Christmas for putting in a special
appearance and to the PTA for organising and
running the whole thing.
On the last day of term, we all went to church
for the annual Christingle. The number of
parents who came was outstanding, so thank you
to all—a lovely way to end the term.

the summer. Thanks Miss Jones, an inspired
choice of game!

Curriculum News (see more pics p16)

There are lots of beautiful pieces of artwork
around school at the minute. Swaledale learnt all
about mixing paints to create different colours
and how to change shades. They studied
different techniques to create effects and
textures. Also they took the opportunity to
enhance their English
as they wrote
instructions to explain
how to replicate their
artwork.
Woodlands class also
learnt different paint
techniques following
research about an
artist of their choosing.
They then had to
recreate a piece of art
using watercolour
paints. They have also
made some stunning
cityscape paintings.
This term we are learning
Sports News
about programming and about
Our Year 1 and 2 had
being healthy: Gavin, our IT
their first taster
technician, is teaching pupils to
(right) of a football
programme a drone helicopter
tournament at
so that it can fly and flip and
Bosworth Academy.
do wondrous tricks and I found
They worked really
our youngest pupils making
well as a team and
yummy fruit kebabs and
there was lots of
decorating a ‘body’ with lots of
Sheepy Spirit in
healthy foods.
action.
It’s always lovely to go into Portland, you never
Coming up we have a
know what you might find. On a recent walkgymnastics
about I found the girls cooperatively playing a
competition for pupils
maths game which they were very animated and
in the Hinckley and
enthused about. Lots of the boys were busy
Burbage area. Miss Jones is working with
with the building blocks, designing traps
children from Years 1 to 6. Good luck to those
following the book ‘The Giant Jam Sandwich’ in
who compete.
English. I also found one boy using a glove filled
Another treat for our younger pupils is a Year 1 with flour to help him with counting in 5s.
and 2 netball event at The Market Bosworth
I accompanied the Reception children to church
School, using half a court and lowered nets. The for Tuesday Church this month. We sang songs,
children will be able to practise using their chest listened to the parable of the sower, planted
and bounce passing skills without worrying too
cress seeds, did some colouring and had a
much about specific positions. Should be fun!
brilliant time. Thanks to the Portland team for
Talking of fun….our new sport that we have
making learning such fun!
introduced this year is Ultimate Frisbee. It is
going down really well with pupils in after-school And finally…
Thank you to John, who has been working with us
club as well as in PE lessons.
Even the staff may have a go—it may replace the to resolve our playground flooding problems.
annual staff versus Year 6 rounders match in
Mrs Alison Field, Headteacher
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Sheepy Memorial Hall

www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall 07443 302 225 sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk

Tickets for all events available from Sheepy Memorial Hall 07443 302 225,
or see the website www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall

Hall Bookings:
Available for parties, family celebrations and funerals.
Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term bookings.
Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, or look at our website for more details.

Regular Activities (in Alphabetical order)
Adult Tap Classes: Thursdays 7pm, contact Bonnie 07973 743217.
Baby Massage Course: Thursdays, 10:30-11:30am. Call Victoria 0791 970162.
Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday monthly 7pm.
Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm
Dance Fit: 9:15am Wed, 8pm Thurs, £4 for 1 hour, contact Bonnie 07973 743 217.
Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve monthly 01827 880517
Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 email puppyschool@mail.com, website
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk
Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 10:30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and Tea, great
chat and company.
Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd Tuesday monthly7:30pm; plus Research & Cataloguing
last Monday monthly 10-12noon in 1st Floor Heritage Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30-9:30pm - Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602
Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 12 noon till 1:30 pm. All comers welcome, just turn up.

Sparkenhoe Arts Society
www.sparkenhoearts.co.uk
Next lecture
5 February 2018
NEW YORK! NEW YORK! - THE ASHCAN EXPERIMENT
At the end of the 19th century, New York was enjoying
unprecedented growth. Gleaming new skyscrapers, the squalor of
teeming tenements & the struggle to survive in this rapidly
changing city became rich pickings for a young group of artists
seeking new inspiration. For the "Ashcan school" nobility was
found not just in the grandiose buildings of this booming city but
in the daily lives of the labourers who built it.
Brian Healey taught modern languages & had a successful parallel career
as a professional artist & interior designer. He has lectured on art history
in many countries & most recently extended this to art guiding through
important towns & museums in continental Europe.
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Emergency Numbers

If you find yourself housebound and in
need, please ring one of these
numbers for help:
Sheepy: Mrs Green 01827 880047 or
Mrs Negus 01827 880645
Ratcliffe: Mrs Pratt 01827 714565
Orton: Mrs McKay 01827 880308
Twycross: vacant
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Editor’s Notes
Proof that advertising in the Gazette really works! Fenceman John (p4) reports:
“I am pleased to inform you that over the last 12 months the advert has worked
very well for me, with an increased amount of enquires and work won.”
One new advertiser this month—KS Digital on page 10 can help with aerials,
satellite systems etc. And—good news—Farmer Billy’s Milk, our local, fresh raw milk self
-service vending machine, is back at Manor Farm, Main Rd Ratcliffe Culey (p6)
We could still do with more advertisers (to keep the Gazette free, we need advertising
income), so if every reader thought about the tradesmen they know and the local
businesses they use, and mentioned the Gazette to them, we might soon have full pages
again—see what you can do, please!
Also, if anyone would be willing to help recruit new advertisers, I have a number of leads
but no time to follow them up—do please get in touch if you would be interested and I’ll
talk you through what is needed. Just an hour or two a month would be perfect.
News for March to your village correspondent, as named above, by 12 February please.
I’m happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but I reserve the right, as
editor, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.
HA
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Sheepy Melody Makers
The group, who sing for charity, had a busy year, entertaining at several
residential homes and giving a number of concerts, both light-hearted (e.g. a
cowboy themed event, and carols at Church End Brewery) and more formal
(e.g. at Polesworth Abbey, above right). They raised a total of £500 for their
chosen charity, Sycamore Counselling. Cath Bunney accepted the cheque from
Barbara Clinton (above). The choir also raised an impressive £157.40 in just a
couple of hours for Action for Children, singing carols in the Co-op, Atherstone.
If you’d be interested in joining, contact Barbara Clinton on 07976 361 675.

Sibson’s Successful Christmas Wreath
Workshop (see page 13)

Twycross House School
School Christingle Service at Twycross Church, left.
Below left, children from The
Hollies, Twycross House School,
around their Christmas tree, holding
gifts to be donated to children from
families currently using the
Atherstone Food Bank. A generous
response from parents of the
school, reaching out to less
fortunate parents wanting to give
their child a toy for Christmas.
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