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Happy Occasions
Left: Dave & Kelly Joel
with their daughter
Elise who was
christened at Orton on
8th December 2018.
Right: Pauline Harding
surrounded by her
sons and groomsmen
at the New Years Eve
wedding of her son
Chris to Phillipa Walker
at St John the
Evangelist Shenton.

Sibson: Left—Christmas Tree Festival Entries and
below, Carols Round the Tree

Distributed free to around 900 households in all six parishes ten times a year

February 2019

Sheepy Benefice Gazette

Church Services—February 2019
All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org
There is also a Communion service at 9am every Thursday at All Saints Sheepy Magna

View From an Orton Pew
Can be found on page 11

World Day of Prayer

[a women-led, global,
ecumenical movement]

1 March 2019
All Saints, Sheepy Magna,
7:30pm
(All Benefice Service)
Come, everything is ready!
SLOVENIA
Everything is ready and the invitation is for everyone –
men, women and children of all ages
to join this Day of Prayer.

Women of Slovenia, one of the smallest and youngest
countries in Europe, have prepared this year's service and
they encourage us to reflect on the barriers they have faced
since the end of the Second World War, when their country
was a part of Yugoslavia, a Marxist socialist republic.
They share the challenges they have met and the hopes they
have for the future.
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View From the Pulpit
Wednesdays in Lent
7-8.30pm
All Saints Sheepy Magna.
ALL welcome to join in the conversations
and see where it takes us, as we explore

The Beatitudes.
13th March: Session One: Living with
Openness to God With a Reflection by
Stephen Cottrell
Looks at what it means to live with openness
to God and to the world.
20th March: Session Two: Thirsting for what
is right With a Reflection by Paula Gooder
What does it mean to live with obedience to
God and with a desire to put things right in
the world?
27th March: Session Three: Living
Transparently With a Reflection by Robert
Atwell
Exploring what it means to be transparent in
all we do and are,
this session looks at how we show others the
mercy God gives to us.
3rd April: Session Four: Peace-making With a
Reflection by Helen-Ann Hartley
What does it mean to be a peacemaker after
the example of Christ and what is the cost of
this witness?
10th April: Session Five: Living as Citizens of
God's Kingdom With a Reflection by Emma
Ineson
Looks at what Jesus meant by the kingdom
and how we can live as its citizens.

17th April: Session Six: Foundations With a
Reflection by Martin Warner
Explores what it means to build our lives on
the teaching and example of Jesus, as we
have seen in the beatitudes.

What are the Beatitudes?
The Beatitudes are a short but
profoundly beautiful collection of
sayings by Jesus.
They sum up his teaching about what it
means to live as a child of God's
kingdom, and they can be found in the
Gospel of Matthew, in the New
Testament part of the Bible.
This Lent course, based on The
Beatitudes, offers a chance to engage
with the sayings of Jesus and join in the
conversation. All are warmly invited to
come along on one or more of the
Wednesdays in Lent, 7pm at Sheepy
Church.
Just come as you are, if you have a Bible
bring that along too.

Blessings, Revd. Julia
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For all Domestic & Commercial Needs
CONTACT DANIEL ON
07377 992043 or
info@dkrfencing.com
www.dkrfencing.com
(Stoke Golding based)

Fencing:


Hard Landscaping:

All mesh systems including
high security and compounds



Palisade, Bow-Top, etc.



Timber—picket, feather-edge etc.



Railings; Handrails; Knee-rails



Gates, including 'panic' systems



Bollards and barriers



Repair and upgrading of existing or
damaged installations



Paving and patios; Tarmac



Walls; Gravel paths and drives



Eco-grid style areas for parking etc.

Soft Landscaping:


Seeding



Turfing



Shrub, Hedge and Tree Planting, with
appropriate advice by a qualified
horticultural member of the team

(Spotted on an apron in a Christmas catalogue)

IN TIMES OF STRESS..
Grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change.
The courage to change things I cannot accept.
And the wisdom to hide the bodies of those I had to kill today,
because they got on my nerves.
Also help me to be careful of the toes I step on today as they
may be connected to the feet I have to kiss tomorrow.
Help me always to give 100% ...
12% on Monday
23% on Tuesday
40% on Wednesday
20% on Thursday and
5% on Friday ...
And help me to remember ...
when I'm having a bad day and it seems that people are trying
to wind me up ...
That it takes 42 muscles to frown and only 28 to smile ...
(but using more muscles burns more calories!)
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Congratulations
Congratulations to Ivan Ould who received an OBE in
the New Years Honours List for services to local
government. Ivan & Mary (pictured right) have lived
in the village for many years and, on retiring as a
headmaster, Ivan became a councillor. He is
currently Cabinet Member for Children & Young
People on Leicestershire County Council.
Congratulations Ivan—an honour well deserved!

Baptism
Congratulations also to Elise Edie Joel who was
baptised at Orton in December. See photo with Mum
Kelly & Dad Dave (front cover).

Church Community Project.
This has been pushed back a few months as we
struggle to get permission to repair the chancel roof
with steel rather than the popular material of thieves
– lead. However having seen how beautiful Sheepy
church is now, we are even more determined that we
Date for Your Diary
will get our new community area with improved
Monday 8 April—exciting night of drama with Mary
heating, lighting and decoration.
Queen of Scots—7:30pm in church. More details
next month.
Past Events
There were two fundraisers in November last year – a
Church Services
quiz which raised £165 and a Christmas tea &
Regular 9am Communion services on:
tombola which made £250.
Sunday 3 February & Sunday 3 March.
Thank you to all who supported these events, every
Parish Council News—
little bit helps!

Carol Service

see page 9

The Carol Service on 23 December
was our only Christmas service and
well attended. Janet stoically
accompanied us on the piano and
the traditional lessons were read by
adults this year—all except the last
one, when Jessica Kingsley helped
her mum, Kate. (NB. Definitely
deserves a bigger part in 2019!)

Plant Sale
Richard the gardener is perusing
the seed catalogues just now so if
you have any special requests for
the Plant Sale in May let him know.
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Your Local

Electrical Installation &
Maintenance Service
No Job Too Small → No Obligation Quotes
Tel: Dave 07443 418487
Email: davew1407@gmail.com
David Wilkins, 5 Main Rd, Ratcliffe Culey, Atherstone, CV9 3NY

Lawn
Care

Tree Pruning
Rubbish
Removal

Garden
Maintenance

6

Hedge
Trimming

Cleaning
Paths &
Paving

Weeding
Contact Clive on:
Tel 01827 713379
Mob 07971 646107
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Ratcliffe Culey News
Ratcliffe Friendship Club
Members enjoyed an excellent Christmas lunch at
the Gate Inn in December. There is no meeting in
February and the AGM will be held on Wednesday
6 March at 7:30 pm at 11 Main Rd.

Flower & Cleaning Rota
Thank you to all those who cleaned the church and
decorated it with flowers over the last year.
Thanks to Sue for preparing the rota for 2019. Also
thank you to those who have recently volunteered
to join the team. If anyone else would like to join,
please contact Sue Wilkins.

Dogs in the churchyard
It’s a great pity to have to raise this subject yet again
but dog mess has been seen recently in the
churchyard. Please don’t let dogs run free; please
keep them on a lead and clean up after them.

David Cartwright
Betsy and family would like to thank everyone for
their messages of sympathy, and the kindness and
thoughtfulness shown following the loss of David. It
has been a great comfort.
Thanks also to all who attended David’s funeral
service and to Revd Julia for her support throughout.
An amazing £2,180 was received in donations to
David’s memory, to be divided between Ratcliffe
Church, The British Heart Foundation and George
Eliot Hospital. Thank you.

Past Events
Carol Service
Once again the Nuneaton Salvation Army Band
favoured us by leading our Carol Service and
conductor Andrew said how much he and the band
looked forward to joining us for the service. A full
church showed how much we appreciate them. As
always, the collection was given to the Salvation
Army and this year the total was £346.61 which was
excellent and better than last year. Once again,
thanks to your generosity, many boxes of food had
also been collected. These were delivered to the
Army centre in Nuneaton where they were very
gratefully received. The picture (next column) shows
the band’s amazing “Plastic Trombone Quartet”!
Thanks to all those youngsters who read so well at
the service and many thanks also to Sue for choosing
and organising the readings.

Christmas Decorations
Many thanks to Helen and Brian for once again
generously providing the Christmas tree. Thanks to
all those who decorated the church for the Christmas
services and events. There were many comments on
the beautiful decorations.

Christmas Fair
There was a very good attendance which made for a
successful afternoon and a good total of £321.66 was
raised on the day. Thanks again to Helen for creating
the new Christmas cards from excellent images
provided by Jessica Bullivant and Jane Trivett—a wellearned profit of £80 was made. Thanks to all those
who came and those who couldn’t make it but gave
donations. Thanks also for the many generous prizes
donated to the tombola and other stalls and for
Barbara’s excellent Christmas cake and Jean’s
wonderful hamper.

Christmas Service
There was a good attendance at the combined 4th
Sunday and Christmas Day Family Communion
service. All of the congregation helped to create a
crib made from an orange box and strips of material
provided by Revd. Julia. Sadly, Gillian was unable to
play the organ this year as she was recovering from
an operation. We all wish her a speedy recovery and
we are indebted to Gillian and Malcolm for their
continuing support to Ratcliffe church.

Future Events
Coffee Morning This will take place from 10:30am–
12:30pm on Wednesday 13 March in the church,
weather permitting.
Next Services
Sunday 27 January, Holy Communion at 10 a.m.
Sunday 24 February, Holy Communion at 10 a.m.

Neighbourhood Plan and Parish
Council reports on pages 8 & 9
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Witherley NDP Steering Group
Meeting, Tuesday 8 January at
Witherley Church

Our next move is to set up three
Theme Groups based on Housing,
Environment and Sustainability
(which includes facilities,
First of all, a huge and warm thank you to all of you
transport and economic growth).
who took part in our Parish Survey. There were 339
Please don’t think that only three
responses, a far higher number than many other
similar surveys. This is an excellent result and will go themes will prove insufficient for
all that needs to be covered; each will be dependent
to inform the writing of the Neighbourhood Plan
itself this year. You showed you think it is important, on the findings of the other groups to produce the
right results. Each group will be led and guided by an
so thank you everyone!
experienced, specialist consultant from YourLocale
The Steering Group discussed the results with Gary
who will keep us on the right track.
Kirk, our YourLocale consultant who carried out the
Now here is where you can help us. If there is
analysis. The responses were well thought out,
anything you have a particular interest, skill or
including those from the under 17s who took part.
experience in and would like to join one of the theme
There were few surprises: lack of public transport,
speeding traffic, lack of pavements, need for a shop, groups, please come to a meeting on Monday
4 March in Witherley Parish Room. We reckon
new development and what type it should be if we
have to take any, lack of leisure facilities, broadband about 3 to 4 months of work by each group should do
speeds, mobile phone reception, sewerage problems, it. Anyone under 30 will be especially welcome! It is
so important that we get this right and we need the
flooding were all included in the concerns. On the
other hand, nearly everyone valued our green open breadth of your experience and knowledge. Please
spaces and vistas, and the rural nature of our Parish. join us.
You can see the analyses for yourself on the Parish
The Chairman also urgently needs some secretarial
Council website:
help. That person would arrange the Steering Group
https://www.witherleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
neighbourhood-development-plan.html
and our Facebook page.
Now we need your help….

Sheepy Parish
Neighbourhood Plan
Huge Progress Since Our
Last Update
Our final Submission version was
presented for independent examination
Our Neighbourhood Plan successfully PASSED
independent examination. All minor modifications
were agreed by the Steering Group & accepted by the
Parish Council & Hinckley & Bosworth BC

meetings, book the venues, take and produce the
Minutes, and keep electronic records of all
proceedings. If you are interested, please get in
touch with Kay Conway:
witherleyparishndp@gmail.com or 07711 764664
Finalisation of plans for a parish Referendum to adopt the
Neighbourhood Plan in the first half of March 2019
This will be the culmination of nearly 4 years’ work, a
tremendous achievement for the Parish as a whole!
Sheepy will be delivering the first Neighbourhood Plan for
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council since 2014. (A huge
undertaking, especially as the work has been more
involved following legislation change).
Well done everyone

Watch Out For News On The Referendum Date

The referendum is your chance to support the
Minor modifications were incorporated into the
Neighbourhood Plan, a legally recognised document
Neighbourhood Plan in readiness for the Referendum
created based on what you told us you wanted to see in
Final steps
the Parish. Remember the Neighbourhood Plan will be
Validation and sign-off by the Parish Council & Hinckley & used when assessing planning applications and
Bosworth Borough Council by the end of January.
developments within the Parish.
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Community News
News from Twycross Parish
Council (includes Orton)
Abridged from a report by PC Chairman Alan Davies
on issues dealt with in recent months. For more
detail, see the Parish Council website: www.parishcouncil.com/twycross
a) Molly Badham and Nathalie Evans: Molly and
Nathalie founded Twycross Zoo in the 1960s, and
were true pioneers and female leaders in business.
They had the vision to set up the zoo, which still
contributes to the conservation of endangered
species. At the instigation of the Parish Council, blue
plaques have been unveiled at the Zoo to
commemorate the lives and work of Molly and
Natalie.
b) Defibrillators: In Orton a defibrillator has been
installed in the old phone box and a recent training
session was well attended. In Twycross we have
recently installed a defibrillator at Turpin’s, with
thanks to Mr Andrews, David and everyone there. A
training session for Twycross residents is arranged
for the new year. Defibrillators are available for
public and emergency service use and include full
instructions. The ambulance service has access
details if you need to use one in our parish. Just dial
999.
c) High Speed Two (HS2b): We have written to the
HS2b consultation team again about potential noise
nuisance in Orton. We have also asked the project
team for average-speed-check cameras to be
installed on the A444 between M42 junction 11 and
Twycross, as a community contribution to
compensate Twycross residents for disruption during
the project.
d) Leicestershire County Council (LCC)-proposed
creation of a ‘unitary authority’ and abolition of
Hinckley & Bosworth Council: Discussed by the PC
in November. We oppose, believing the implications
for local public services (such as planning) are
unclear, and we have urged LCC to press the
government for adequate and fair funding.
e) Parish Council Departures: Many thanks and best
wishes for the future to Chris Bailey, the Parish
Council Clerk, and Simon Hubbard, a Twycross
Councillor.
Alan Davies, Cock Lane, Norton Juxta Twycross
Tel 01827 880277

News from Witherley Parish
Council (Edited items affecting
Ratcliffe Culey)
December Meeting
Planning—several members of the public attended
and expressed their serious concerns over planning
application 18/01088/FUL to develop a terrace of 5
houses with 10 parking spaces on land adjacent to
The Croft, Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey. At least 10
people had logged their objections online, and a
petition of 94 signatures had been presented to
Hinckley & Bosworth BC. Cllr Ould, who has specific
remit in respect of children, was particularly
disturbed by the lack of a footpath from the site to
the village and hence the safety of children who
could live in the properties.
The Council went on to discuss the points raised,
together with a briefing report previously circulated
to them, and voted to object to the application.
[Subsequently the application has been turned down
by the Planning Officer but is understood to have
gone to appeal]
Playing Field—meetings have been held with 4
possible suppliers at the playing field site.
A request has been received for a suitable handrail
to be placed at the tree-rooted entrance to the
playing field, to make access safer, and this is being
followed up.
Footpath sign—The T34 footpath finger post is
rotted and has been reported to Highways.

January Meeting
Sketchley Lane—the road surface is being eroded by
Council vehicles emptying bins and gullies. Clerk to
discuss with HBBC and LCC Highways.
Gullies—were recently cleaned, but only 2 of the 4
were completed. Clerk to advise LCC Highways.
Precept Decision—The Clerk presented a
comparison of preceding years precept amounts, the
cost to residents if the precept was increased this
year, and the impact of requesting the same amount
of precept. It was agree to increase the precept by
2%, which is below the rate of inflation, and would
result in a £523 increase for the Council. This
equates to 51p per household at council tax rate
Band D for the year; less than a penny per week.
Playing Field—the project will be included at the
next meeting, to be held on 14 February at 7:30pm.
9
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Fraud & Cyber Crime
In my capacity as editor of the Gazette, I attended an
excellent one-day conference on combatting Fraud
and Cyber Crime, at Leicestershire Police
headquarters last November. Over the next few
issues I propose to include a series of articles based
on what was covered.
I like to think I’m pretty savvy when it comes to such
matters but I still learned a lot. In this article I’ve
concentrated on computer issues—future articles will
cover dodgy phone calls, doorstep callers, protecting
vulnerable people, “relationship fraud”, and other
issues.

TV Licence Scam
This is a recent and very insidious scam—over 5,000
cases reported to Action Fraud. Many of us now pay
our TV licence by Direct Debit, or Credit Card
standing order, and can easily be taken in by emails
claiming we either owe money, or are due a refund. I
received an email myself very recently which said:

Sheepy Benefice Gazette
genuine link, and see where it is actually going to
take you (as in the example above).
Your bank, building society, PayPal, gas/electricity/
phone provider, etc. will NEVER send emails asking
you to click on a box to re-input your details, so be
VERY wary of any email which does so. If you do
think it might be genuine, go to the company’s
website directly (not from a link in the email), or call
them from a known number (not one in the email) to
check.
Scam emails often display poor grammar or spelling
mistakes, they may address you as “Dear Customer”
instead of using your name, and so on.
I can often spot a fake by the fact that they address
me by a previous name, which I’ve not used for years.
Finally, remember the old adage “if it look too good
to be true …” Why would anyone want to send you a
million dollars out of the kindness of their hearts? Or
how would some random person who happens to be
a millionaire get your details? I often get emails
telling me I’ve been awarded a huge sum by a court
in a country I have no connection with if I just send
my bank details. This is like the letters which used to
arrive telling you that you’d won a prize in a lottery
you had never entered. “Take 5” and you soon
realise it has to be a scam.

The Payment for your latest TV License bill has failed!
TV Licensing UK [info@yamagatagumi.co.jp]
Dear Customer,
We were unable to process your last payment, that
attempt was unsuccessful. It appears that some of the Protect Your Digital Life
billing details associated with your account have
Don’t make life easy for scammers/hackers:
expired or missing.
Your Products are scheduled for disconnection on: 15  Use Anti-Virus software on all your digital
equipment—computers, laptops, and what about
January, 2019.
your phone? I confess I had not thought of that
To avoid interruption of service we strongly
recommend that you log in your TV License account
but the Police urge you to do so.
and verify your billing details.
 Update all your Apps—updates often include fixes
Verify your billing details now by clicking here [Links
for security weaknesses.
to http://melon78.com/hub/]

 Don’t put your Wifi router on the windowsill
It all looks very convincing, doesn’t it, until you see
where its password is visible from outside.
the actual email address it has come from, and where
clicking on the box will take you [I’ve put these in
 Don’t access your email or input credit card details
square brackets].
to buy something when on an insecure public Wifi
In addition—how could your TV service actually be
hotspot—use mobile data instead (3G and 4G
disconnected? And did you spot that it spells
are secure)
“license” the American way not the UK way?
 Do use different, strong passwords for all sensitive
“Take 5” - stop and think
websites/accounts so if one is compromised your
This is where the motto “Take 5” comes in. Don’t
other accounts are not at risk too. Consider a
react immediately, take 5 minutes to think about it
Password Manager application, or write them
and examine the email carefully for clues.
down in a way only you can understand, if you
Many scam emails can look very convincing: using
have too many to remember.
genuine logos, genuine links to real websites, and so
Next issue—dodgy phone calls and how to deal with
on. However, depending on your email provider, you them.
Helen Anderton (Editor)
can often hover your mouse over what looks like a
10
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View From an Orton Pew
SEPTUAGESIMA 17 February 2019

This is the name given to the third Sunday before Lent and Sir John Betjeman’s classic poem
of the same name will ring bells with many of our readers!
Margaret McKay, Churchwarden, Orton
Septuagesima – seventy days to Easter’s primrose tide of praise;
The Gesimas – Septua, Sexa, Quinc mean Lent is near, which makes you think.
Septuagesima – when we’re told to “run the race”, to “keep our hold”,
Ignore injustice, not give in, and practise stern self-discipline;
A somewhat unattractive time which hardly lends itself to rhyme.
But still it gives the chance to me to praise our dear old C of E.
So other churches please forgive lines on the church in which I live,
The Church of England of my birth, the kindest church to me on earth.
There may be those who like things fully argued out and call you “woolly”;
Ignoring Creeds and Catechisms they say the C of E’s “in schism”.
There may be those who much resent Priest, Liturgy and Sacrament,
Whose worship is what they call “free”, well, let them be so,
But for me there’s refuge in the C of E.
And when it comes that I must die, I hope the vicar’s standing by.
I won’t care if he’s “Low” or “High”, for he’ll be there to aid my soul
On that dread journey to its goal,
With sacrament and prayer and blessing, after I’ve done my last confessing.
And at that time may I receive the Grace most firmly to believe
For if the Christian’s Faith’s untrue, what is the point of me and you?
But this is all anticipating Septuagesima – time of waiting.
Running the race or holding fast.
Let’s praise the man who goes to light the Church stove on an icy night.
Let’s praise that hard-working he or she, the Treasurer of the PCC.
Let’s praise the cleaner of the aisles, the nave and candlesticks and tiles.
Let’s praise the organist who tries to make the choir increase in size
Of if that simply cannot be, just to improve its quality.
Let’s praise the ringers in the tower who come to ring in cold and shower.
But most of all let’s praise the few who are seen in their accustomed pew
Throughout the year, whate’er the weather, that they may worship God together.
These, like a fire of glowing coals, strike warmth into each other’s souls
And though they be but two or three, they keep the Church for you and me.
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Restore your inner peace with
a relaxing treatment
*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT
*Indian Head Massage
*Hot Stones Massage *’M’ Technique

Call JILLY on 07971 488690
Reiki Master and Teacher

Mrs C A Parkes
MCSP SRP
Chartered Physiotherapist
Member of Health Professions Council

Orton House Physiotherapy
Orton House Farm
Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR

Mobile: 0789 996 6214
Telephone: 01827 880238

Handcrafted Cupcakes &
Celebration Cakes!
Vintage china and cutlery hire
All cakes freshly made to order
with locally sourced ingredients
where possible
For further details or to discuss these and
other catering requirements

Contact Jane in Sheepy on:
01827 880996 or 07870 934 192
www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery
www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk

Sheepy Local History Society
January’s meeting included a briefing on the borough
council’s Heritage Strategy and the conclusion of the
story of the Bodington & Lowe families, owners of
Sheepy Hall & Mill.
On display: 1864 Electoral Rolls; 1911 original service
sheet for dedication of new church bell; list of
subscribers to 1937 Coronation Fund; original 1985
12

Parish Magazines; 1990s photos of the Black Horse;
original 1990s 2nd Sheepy Scouts brochure &
minutes, etc. The next meeting is on Tuesday 12
February at 7:30pm at Sheepy Memorial Hall.
Everyone welcome. For further details contact Lynne
Percival on 01827 880721 or email:
sheepyhistory@btinternet.com .
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(cont on p15)

Andrew Gilbrenny
Andrew lived in Sheepy with his wife Tricia for the
past 28 years. They were often seen on their tandem
in Sheepy and the surrounding villages.
Sadly, he died at home on Christmas Day.
There will be a Celebration of his life in All Saints
Church on 1 March at midday. All are welcome.

Christmas in our New Church

Dates for your Diary
Tuesdays and Thursdays throughout February:
coffee and conversation in the Church from 10am–
12:00pm. Do join us for a chat and a brew.
9 February at 9:30–11:30 am: Monthly Brunch in
Church. £5 per head.

Mothers Union

7 February, 2pm—at the home of Mrs Gillian
Our first Christmas—in our new church—commenced Greenwood, Flat 7 Church House Apartments. Gillian
will be talking about her trip to Texas last year.
with the Christmas Fayre (see photo back cover).
What a wonderful sight, to see the stalls arranged in We will be celebrating “World Day of Prayer”
our newly refurbished, warm, light Church. It proved (formerly “Womens World Day of Prayer”) in Church
to us all how flexible the furniture is and, to misquote on Friday 1 March at 7:30pm (see also page 2).
Morecambe and Wise “We will have the same this
Everyone welcome to this wonderful evening of
Christmas, but not necessarily in the same order.”
celebration. This year the country in focus and the
source of the music, hymns and story is Slovenia Thank you to everyone who manned the stalls and
fascinating facts and more information can be found
refreshments and to all who donated raffle prizes,
at: www.wwdp.org.uk
cakes, and prizes for the bottle and Tombola stalls.
Most of all, thank you to everyone who came to
Open House
share in the fun and support us—we made a grand
Taking a break in February and will be back in March.
total of £1,200 pounds.
Tuesday Church
The Inspirations Choir gave their wonderful (now
annual) performance in the new church interior,
Tuesday Church is an informal service with music, a
raising over £700 which was donated to Crisis
story and a craft activity. It is held on the second
Homeless and towards the final stages of the Church Tuesday of the month, at 1:30pm in Sheepy Church.
project.
Reception children from Sheepy Primary School
attend, but this service is open to all pre-school
We were joined by the whole of Sheepy Magna
children and their carers. The next service is on
Church of England Primary School for their annual
Christingle (picture back cover)—this year celebrating Tues 12 Feb. If you care for a young child, why not
the 50th anniversary of the service that began just up come along and see what we do? All helpers are fully
DBS checked.
the road in Lichfield Cathedral.
We are
delighted to
confirm that
Brunch (photo
right) will
continue be
served on the
second
Saturday in
each month
between
9:30am–11:30am. £5 a head.
And this year we saw three services on Christmas
Eve: a nativity service at 3pm, the traditional Service
of Carols and Readings at 5pm, and the Midnight
Mass. In all, over 300 people came together to
celebrate the birth of our Lord.

Open the Book
Open the Book is a series of Bible stories presented
weekly by small teams to the children of Sheepy
Primary School. (See photos on the back cover of the
Christmas presentation.)
There are eight volunteers who take part at the
moment, but we are in the process of recruiting new
members, which means that we are only committed
to two or three times each half term. We usually
meet in Church on a Monday morning to rehearse,
and then “perform” in school on Wednesday
morning. Each session takes about half an hour.
If you would like to be involved in this rewarding
experience, please contact Rev’d Julia Hargreaves or
Sue Houghton on 01827 880517. All volunteers are
fully DBS checked.

(continued p15, NDP report p8)
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Sheepy News

Sheepy Magna Ladies Group
Nine ladies enjoyed a delicious Christmas Dinner in
the Black Horse, Sheepy for our December meeting.
We have two theatre trips planned to the Concordia
Theatre to see “Funny Girl” in February and “A
Musical Extravaganza” in March. Our first regular
meeting will be on Wednesday 20 March and is our
AGM. Subs will be due on this evening.
We are a friendly group, who meet on the 3rd
Wednesday of each month, in Sheepy Memorial Hall
at 7:30pm, unless otherwise advertised. We enjoy
listening to speakers, theatre trips and of course
wonderful suppers! So why not come along and see
what you think of us. New members and visitors are
always welcome. For more information ring Sue on
01827 880517 or Pat on 01827 880627.

Sheepy WI
Sheepy WI had a fabulous year in 2018—from crafty
recycling to learning about antiques, Irish Dancing,
Hypnotherapy, Gin tasting, art, and canapé making.
We also went Karting, did the Race for life, had
theatre and cinema nights out, started our book club
and raised money for various charities. If you like the
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(cont from 13)
sound of these sort of events we’d love you to come
and join us. We meet at Sheepy Memorial Hall on the
4th Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm. The next
meeting is 26 February 2019 with a Beadilicious
jewellery-making workshop with Louisa.
For more information please contact Juliet on
07553 055787 or see our website www.sheepywi.org

Advance Notice
Join us on Shrove Tuesday 5 March for
pancakes, fellowship and posh coffee
from 10am to 12pm.
The Great Sheepy Village Sale will be back on
Monday 6 May—more information next month, but
time to start sorting out what can go on your table!

Sheepy Bonfire Society
Summary of achievements at the end of our 2nd Yr:
Scarecrow Festivals fully covered Bonfire Party costs,
plus purchase & decoration of village’s biggest ever
Christmas tree.
2018 Bonfire Party attended by just under 1000
people, covering costs of over £3500. £313 collected
for #Islastones at this event, topped up with an extra
£100, to help fund research into childhood cancer.
Two Candle Parades raised £172.00 for All Saints
Church in 2017, and £141.65 for Ediblelinks foodbank
in 2018. Over 95 lamps, in memory of loved ones,
stayed lit over the Christmas period.
As a fully established Neighbourhood Watch group,
we leafletted every property in the Parish and put up
NHW signage. We can keep in touch with villagers
through email, WhatsApp, Next Door app and
Facebook. So far this year we have supported three
victims of burglary, which included fitting a security
light for one property.
A big thank you to Sheepy Playing Field association;
Black Horse Pub; Rob Thomson; Lee Sutton; the
Mycroft, Bailey and Jones families; & all villagers who
have helped or contributed in any way to our events.
Dates for Your 2019 Diary!
 Scarecrow festival 31 Aug–
1 Sept
 Bonfire & Firework Party 6pm
Friday 1 November
 Candle Parade (TBC) Possibly
Sunday 15 December 4:30pm
Contact sheepybonfiresociety@gmail.com or tel:
07864 841767
15

February 2019

Sheepy Benefice Gazette
PRIME BEEF & LAMB
LOCALLY PRODUCED
Licensed to deal in game

BATES OF
ATHERSTONE LTD
6 Market Street, Atherstone
Telephone: 01827 713175

Advertise in this space.
Contact the Editor
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855

Softleys
in the Square
Market Bosworth
Telephone:
01455 290464
All menus available to view online or telephone us
Accommodation available from £69.00
Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26
A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner
Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £17
email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com
www.softleys.com

High Class Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

M D Matthews

Telephone: 01827-718974
Mobile: 07946-731649
Email:
mdmatt@btinternet.com

JAMIE EDWARDS
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR
Tel: 01827 881098
Mobile: 07900 908007
Sibson

MKS Décor
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER &
DECORATOR
FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

SMITHS GARAGE LTD
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE
CV9 3NB
•
•
•
•

NEW & USED CAR SALES
SERVICE & MOT TESTING
ACCIDENT REPAIRS
FORD PARTS SALES

OPENING HOURS:
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday
8:00am to 5:00pm

TELEPHONE
01827-712156
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WITH 17 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN
For a FREE quotation contact
Matthew on: 07816 428929
email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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Sibson News

God's Gardening
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St. Botolph’s Christmas Tree
Festival and Carol Service

We meet the first Sunday of every month at 10am for
a couple of hours to help keep the Churchyard tidy.
Over the weekend of 8/9 December St. Botolph’s
More help always needed. Bring your own tools.
Church witnessed a spectacular display of creative
Christmas tree construction and decoration, which
Sale of Poppies in Sibson
was open to visitors. Many thanks to all who created
Linda Martin-Law wishes to thank all who bought
a tree or Christmas themed tableau with such
poppies and raised £116 for the Royal British Legion. imagination (see front cover), and to the volunteers
who manned the Church and served refreshments.
Christmas Wreath Workshop
The event culminated on the Sunday evening with a
More than 40 people
traditional service of carols, and lessons read by
from local villages
young people from the village. The festival and
attended the
service raised a total of £317 for Church funds.
workshop in Sibson
In addition, the
Village Hall on 28 Nov
extraordinarily
to make their own
beautiful tree, designed
Christmas Wreaths
and made from
and take some
branches of contorted
seasonal
hazel by Sarah Hayden
refreshments. Thanks
(pictured right)
to Jo Laura for tutoring
featured paper leaves
the workshop.
on which Christmas
Donations raised a
wishes could be written
fantastic £548 for
and hung on the tree in
St Botolph’s Church funds.
return for a donation,
Sibson Village Christmas Party and this enabled Sarah
The Village Hall was packed on Saturday 1 December to raise a further £225
for the Sibson Christmas Party. Much dancing, eating, for the Tamworth
Samaritans organisation.
quaffing and playing silly games for serious prizes.

Many thanks to Angie, Karen and Mandy for
Carols around the Christmas Tree
organising, and to Janet and Sheila for the Christmas
A cheerful crowd numbering some 160 gathered
makeover of the hall. An amazing £458 was raised for
around the tree for a sing along to a mix of traditional
Village Hall funds.
Christmas carols and classic Christmas favourites,
supplemented by a serving of mince pies and mulled
wine. (Photo front cover.)
Many thanks to Steve Ellis and Andrew Melen for
producing words and music. A collection in aid of
Looking for somewhere to hold a regular
MacMillan Cancer Support raised £220. We are
group or event? Look no further
grateful to Andrew Caton and Sheepy Parish Council
Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any
for their sponsorship of this year’s splendid tree.
occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, off road
Thank you Lee and Trudy at the Cock Inn for the
parking and a pleasant outdoor area.
refreshments. Finally many thanks to the team of
enthusiastic volunteers, without whom there simply
Cost of hire:
would not be a tree each Christmas.
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:
£12 per hour, or excluding Main Hall: £7.00 ph
Ladies That Lunch

Sibson
Village Hall

We only charge for the time of the event
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards

Our next get together will be on Thursday
21 February at Millers Hotel, Sibson, at 12-30pm. The
For further details, to check availability, and to book, March meeting is at The Globe, Snarestone, on
Thursday 21 March at 12:30pm. All are welcome.
please call Brian May on 01827 880511
@Sibson Parish Village Hall
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For CLOSE BOARD and
BESPOKE FENCING that
“LOOKS THE PART”
DESIGNED and BUILT
to DO THE JOB and LAST

High class builder with 30yrs experience
offering specialist services

Feather edge, post & rail, picket
fencing; panels supplied/fitted
Post repair specialist

Refurbishment & restoration of traditional
properties using reclaimed materials &
traditional building methods

Rose arches, raised beds,
planters, screens
Garden gates made to order

Barn conversions

Garden woodworking solutions
No job too small
All jobs surveyed free, written estimate within 7 days
2a St Michael’s Court, Stoney Stanton
Operating from Stoke Golding

Call John on 01455 212984
or Mob 07890 070681
www.fencemanjohn.co.uk
johns_wood04@hotmail.com
Proud member of:
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Renovation Experts

Orangeries/oak conservatories
Farm houses
Extensions & alterations
Luxury period bathrooms
Bespoke hand-made kitchens
See our range of green oak garden furniture at
www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk
01827 881085 or 07875 498628
email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com
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St James’ Church

He spent 2 years happily treating both farm animals
and pets before deciding to focus more on
49 Club Winners: F Philips, S Burley, R Reading, Mrs companion animals (the ones that are less likely to
Parkinson, Ben Brooks, Lynne Powers, Lynne Davis,
kick you really hard!) During the next 6 years Ted
Emma Clift and Ged Healey. Congratulations to
developed an interest in diagnostic imaging and was
everyone!
awarded a post graduate certificate in this subject.
Christmas Carols by Candle-light: Thank you to
He also underwent training in laparoscopic surgery.
everyone who attended this festive gathering.
He then left to take up a directorship at a practice
Traditional favourite carols were alternated with
near Leek with a friend from University. Over the last
readings and poems. Thank you to Honora for her
2 years he has gained a further post graduate
very entertaining performance! It was so nice to see certificate in ophthalmology and has trained to
friends and neighbours joining together in song. This perform cataract surgery. Ted enjoys the variety that
year we were pleased to welcome members of
first opinion practice offers, with its enormous
Twycross House School choir, who bolstered our
diversity of both patient and client: no two days are
numbers and singing quality! Special thanks must
ever the same!
also go to Oliver West for his excellent keyboard
skills.

Our new church facilities enabled us to serve
refreshments, which everyone stayed to enjoy. See
you all next year!

Twycross House School
Certificate Presentation Evening
We welcomed back Ted Cutting this year to present
the A level and GCSE certificates to past pupils and
the current Lower Sixth.
Ted left Twycross House in 2001 with A levels in
Biology, Mathematics, Chemistry and Latin. He read
Veterinary Medicine at Clare College, Cambridge
University and chose to complete his preclinical BA by
having a year away from medicine studying Part Ia
(first year) Classics. He graduated in 2007 and moved
back to the Midlands to take a job in a rural mixed
practice in Staffordshire.

Ted (pictured above) presented certificates to
present pupils and we welcomed former students
back from their first two months at university. (Photo
back cover.)

Women’s Institute

Happy New Year.
Come and join us on Monday 21 January 2019 for our
first meeting of the New Year. The speaker for the
evening is Mr B Devitt on “Railway Clangers”. This
will be followed, as usual, by homemade
refreshments. The meeting starts at 7:15pm in the
Village Hall and the cost to visitors is £2 per meeting.
You will have an enjoyable evening and meet new
friends. Contact Carol Goodridge 01827 720896.

Parish Council Report—page 9
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This box could be
advertising your business
Send your design, or we
can help you.

Private Tuition
since 2004 by
fully qualified teacher
A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology
GCSE Maths & Sciences
Home schooling, adult learners &
teacher training support

Dr Alan Wood
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01827 719923

www.francescasinclair.co.uk
Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk

Telephone 07901 547360
Maths Tuition

Available for AS, A Level,
GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958
TIM HARDING
Your Local Electrician
no job too small or large
FREE advice
& quotations

Telephone
07977 012940 or 01827 880473
Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna,
Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ
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A box this size is just £9 per
issue. Contact the Editor:
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
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Sheepy Magna CofE Primary School News
www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk
It was another busy term at Sheepy
Magna Primary School in the run up to
Christmas.

We began our
Christmas
celebrations
Portland and Cotswold classes invited the with a concert
by our talented
fire service in, to help with their reclarinet players
enactment of the Great Fire of London.
(right). This
The fire took rather longer than the
original to get going but was a great sight was followed by
our Reception
once ablaze.
children, who have now settled into the
school routine and confidently put on a
traditional Nativity performance for
family and friends. This was followed by
Woodlands’ class (Year 5 and 6) carol
concert, where parents were invited to
enjoy a drink and a homemade mince pie,
whilst listening to the children sing, to
get them in the Christmas spirit.
Cotswold class (Year 1 and 2) treated us
We were also thrilled for Sadie Taylor in to a polished performance of “Prickly
Year 5 to have been a winner in the Story Hay” and last, but certainly not least,
Explorers competition (a competition run Swaledale class (Year 3 and 4)
by The National Literacy Trust) with her entertained us all with their humorous
play “Rock Bottom”, a
brilliant “Spectacular Shadow Land”
culmination of their
visitor leaflet and map.
work and learning about
the Stone Age (photo
back cover). Swaledale
class also had great fun
designing their own
electrical circuits to
make their Christmas
cards light up (right),
while Woodland’s class
designed their own lightboxes.

She has won an author
visit for the school and
the older children can
look forward to David
Cousins, a local
children’s author,
visiting the school in
February to talk about
his writing.

We were also lucky enough to enjoy time
as a school in the newly refurbished ,
warm and welcoming church. Firstly to
see the Christmas story being brought to
life by the fantastic “Open the Book”
team and secondly for a really special
Christingle service, which I know was
enjoyed by both children and staff alike.
(Photos back cover)
Claire Keys (Woodlands Class Teacher)
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Sheepy Memorial Hall

www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall 07443 302 225 sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk

Tickets for all events available from Sheepy Memorial Hall 07443 302 225,
or see the website www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall

Hall Bookings:
Available for parties, family celebrations and funerals.
Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term bookings.
Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, or look at our website for more details.

Regular Activities (in Alphabetical order)
Adult Tap Classes: Thursdays 7pm, contact Bonnie 07973 743217.
Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday monthly 7pm.
Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm
Dance Fit: 9:15am Wed, £4 for 1 hour, contact Bonnie 07973 743 217.
Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve monthly 01827 880517
Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 email puppyschool@mail.com, website
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk
Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 10:30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and Tea, great chat and
company.
Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd Tuesday monthly7:30pm; plus Research & Cataloguing last
Monday monthly 10-12noon in 1st Floor Heritage Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30-9:30pm - Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602
Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 10:30–11:30. All comers welcome, just turn up.
Data Privacy
Notice

Have you thought of advertising your business
or service in the Sheepy Benefice Gazette?
You will reach every household in Sheepy, Ratcliffe
Culey, Sibson, Shenton, Orton and Twycross.
Our rates are very affordable—just £1 per column
centimetre. So a box 6cm square would be just £6 per issue
and this box, for example, could be yours for £14 per issue.
We can design an ad for you or use your own artwork.
Contact the Editor, Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com or 01827 714855
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By submitting your
details, as an advertiser or
contributor, or in any
other way, and agreeing
to them being published
in the Sheepy Benefice
Gazette, you accept that
you have given your
consent for your data to
be used and stored as
outlined in Sheepy
Benefice’s Privacy Notice,
a copy of which can be
found on the Benefice
website: https://
sheepybenefice.org/
privacy-notice
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Emergency Numbers

If you find yourself housebound and in
need, please ring one of these
numbers for help:
Sheepy: Mrs Green 01827 880047 or
Mrs Negus 01827 880645
Ratcliffe: Mrs Pratt 01827 714565
Orton: Mrs McKay 01827 880308
Twycross: vacant
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Notes from the Editor
Happy New Year!
As I email all advertisers at the start of the year, inevitably some don’t renew—
often for the excellent reason that they have too much business! But that means we need more
to fund the Gazette—especially if we want to keep at 24 pages—so keep looking for more please.
Luckily we do have a few new advertisers this month:


Dean Kefford offers Roofing and other maintenance on page 4 (and can also buy your
second-hand commercial vehicles, caravans etc. also p4)



Jane Crozier can tackle your admin work, to free you up to grow your business, p14



Kate Horseman is looking for land in or around Orton, see page 5

Please have your news to your village correspondent (named above) by 12 February for the March
issue.
I’m happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but reserve the right, as editor, to
publish or not and to shorten or edit as required. Many thanks
HA
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Christmas
Stories
Top left: the
Open the Book
team sharing the
Christmas story
with Sheepy
CofE Primary
School in
church. Top
right: the cast.
Below left the
school
Christingle
Service and
below right—
Rock Bottom!
(see p21)

Sheepy Christmas Fayre
Twycrosss House School Alumni
Pictured left to right:
Ashley Blackford reading Biomedical Sciences at
Sheffield, Chloe Chant—Mathematics at Warwick;
Joanne Copson—Classical Civilisation at Lincoln;
Emily Negus—gap year;
Archie Potter—Chemistry at Warwick;
Alex Whetton—Mechanical Engineering at Lancaster;
Calum Baugh—Aerospace Engineering at Nottingham;
Sophie Manion – Biological Sciences at Liverpool.
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