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Spirited Art Work
Left: artwork created by
KS2 children at
Sheepy Primary School.
Right: members of the Open
the Book team judging
artwork for the
‘Spirited Art Work’
competition run by NATRE
(National Association of
Teachers of RE.)
The team had the difficult
task of choosing just 10
pieces of artwork
accompanied by writing, to
go forward to the national
competition.

Get Me To the Church On Time!
This Denis coach, originally used for trips from London
to Nice in the 1950s and now owned by a Southam
coach company, ferried guests between Bosworth Hall
and Ratcliffe Church and back, for the wedding of
Luke Starkey and Eleanor Finnerty on
Saturday 26 May

Sheepy Bonfire Society
Wins HBBC Community Awards
Clara O’Donnell (Treasurer) and Matt Bird
(Chairman), collecting two Making a
Difference awards on behalf of the Sheepy
Bonfire Society—full story page 9.

Distributed free to around 900 households in all six parishes ten times a year
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Church Services—July/Aug 2018
All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org
NB Whilst Sheepy Church is being re-ordered, services will be held in Sheepy CE Primary
School, with a weekly 9am Thursday Holy Communion in Ratcliffe Culey Church July & August

View From a Sheepy Pew
View with no pew?
What is the view when you have no pews? You
can take the pews out of a church but in doing
so you don’t lose the essence that is church.
The pew in the photo is now pink thanks to two
coats of chalk paint and a sealing of wax. It
stands in the front bay window of our lounge. It
is a new use for an old pew.
We have sold 22 pews from the church and the
only ones discarded were unfit to be refurbished
because of the ravages of woodworm.
The new interior of Sheepy Church will have
purpose built oak furniture, described by the
manufacturers as oak pew benches. These seat
one, two or three people and will fit together to
recreate a traditional shape of a church with an aisle
and rows of seats. But they can also be used
separately to create seating for any variety of events.
The new seating is being made as I write this
comment and so it may no longer be:
“A view from a pew,” but rather:
“Thoughts from a comfortable congregation.”
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I must add that the move to the School for our
services has been most successful and, although we
miss the splendid surroundings of an ancient church,
we have shown that you can move the living church
and gain a new perspective with a little effort and
perseverance.
Neil Jones, Churchwarden, Sheepy
See also page 5 for a View From a Pew in Texas!
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View From the Pulpit
Deep Wells & Green Pastures

 Rural churches are actively

The Bishop of Leicester commissioned a report which
looked at the Rural life of the diocese and how we work
together with our urban neighbours. Following
consultations across the diocese, the report published its
findings…and concluded that Leicester diocese will shift in
self-understanding from an urban diocese with a rural
edge to a Rural Diocese with Urban heartlands…working

in partnership, led by all God’s people.
On Saturday 9 June, five from our benefice joined with
hundreds of people from churches in town and country
who came together in worship and fun at the Leicester
Diocese Discovering Rural Gems day, which marked the
publication of the Rural Commission report.
The Diocese of Leicester has one of Britain’s most diverse
cities at its geographical centre but more than twice as
many of our 320 churches are situated in the countryside
than in towns.
More Church of England weddings happen in
Leicestershire’s countryside churches than in urban ones,
and almost 80 per cent of our church schools are rural.

committed to, and engaged
with, the flourishing of the
whole local Community. They
bring leadership. They walk
alongside local people, and at
times convene and facilitate
challenging conversations.
Church schools are places of
transformation for children,
young people and the wider
community. Schools are seen
as an intrinsic part of rural mission and ministry with
church and school co-creating the future. The voice of
the child is front and centre.

 Rural churches have a vivid awareness of the

generosity of God. From this the default narrative is of
abundance, not scarcity; recognising the deep wells
from which rural churches can draw upon from within
their midst.

In each parish we have Inherited Church, and most come
for Baptism, Weddings and Funerals … it is a place where
all have an equal sense of belonging and commonality.
We worshipped together and at the end of the service
We treasure our Churches and their links with our church
Bishop Guli, the Bishop of Loughborough, brought the
school and the wider communities; most have a
service to a close saying we should rejoice in our wide
diversity and express our commitment together as faithful preference for the church to remain present and
sustainable to go on serving God and its people for
disciples of Christ with this commissioning prayer:
generations to come. Please, support your church in
“God our Father, in the name of Christ and the
whatever way you can. This summer the doors will be
power of your Spirit, we commit ourselves to
open, and I encourage you to find a space that is unique in
you and one another, to live, work and pray as
its presence and purpose … pausing to allow the Spirit of
one body in Christ, to trust each other as fellow
God to show you the Deep Wells and Green Pastures we
workers in your Church, and to give ourselves
live within and are blessed by every day.
with body, mind and spirit to the discipleship
With blessings, Revd. Julia
and ministries to which you have called us.
(The full report can be found on the Diocese website:
Give us vision, give us courage, and give us joy,
www.leicester.anglican.org)
that the world may believe that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to your eternal glory. Amen.”

Join with Millions Remembering 100 Years Since
the End of World War I
This year, we all have the chance to mark the centenary of the end of World War I. On 11
November 2018, people around the country will observe Remembrance Sunday. They will be
reflecting on the lives that were changed irrevocably, and those that were lost. This year gives
us the chance to remember but also to pray and work for peace.
4 August 2018: One hundred years on from a national day of prayer called by George V, this will be the first day of 100
days of prayer across the country, running until Armistice Day in November. Every day there will be prayers and
actions for peace. You can sign up to take part and spend just a few minutes of your day, adding your prayers to those
of tens of thousands more.
11 November 2018: there will be Remembrance Services around the country, and within the church communities of
our Benefice.
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Mrs C A Parkes
MCSP SRP
Restore your inner peace with
a relaxing treatment

Chartered Physiotherapist

*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT
*Indian Head Massage
*Hot Stones Massage *’M’ Technique

Member of Health Professions Council

Call JILLY on 07971 488690
Reiki Master and Teacher

Orton House Physiotherapy
Orton House Farm
Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR

Mobile: 0789 996 6214
Telephone: 01827 880238

Handcrafted Cupcakes &
Celebration Cakes!
Vintage china and cutlery hire
All cakes freshly made to order
with locally sourced ingredients
where possible
For further details or to discuss these and
other catering requirements

Contact Jane in Sheepy on:
01827 880996 or 07870 934 192
www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery
www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk

Email: adams.pavier@gmail.com
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Orton News

Witherley PC News

Music For a Summer Evening.

Extract of Minutes of Meeting 10 May
2018 as they Affect Ratcliffe Culey

On Saturday 30 June, 7pm at Close Nurseries,
Snarestone.
Music on the piano by a Japanese concert pianist,
Freda Walker will be singing, and the evening will
close with a little flag waving and Rule Britannia etc.
Tickets £10 to include supper, with wine available.
Contact Freda on 01827 880379.

Whole Benefice Service
In addition to our regular 9am service on the 1st
Sunday of July, we will also be hosting the Whole
Benefice service at 10am on 29 July—everyone
welcome, so please join us!
Please note there will be no 9am service the
following week on 5 August.

View From a Pew in
Texas
Malcolm and I have recently spent
three weeks in Texas, visiting my
cousin Barbara. We attended her Episcopal Church
on the three Sundays we were there. On one of
these services there were four students from a High
School who were graduating to College. They came
to the front of the church with their parents and
were presented with blankets by the Church
Warden, accompanied by this prayer:“Graduates, when you were small, your
parents, and those who loved you, held you in
their arms and rocked you to sleep. They
wrapped you in a blanket to keep you safe and
warm and comfortable. You are now taking
new steps in your lives, away from the shelter
of home, church and community. As a visible
sign of the love of this parish, we present to
you these blankets. May they remind you of
the warmth of this faith community and the
nearness of the Holy Spirit. In those times
when we cannot wrap you in our arms, may
you wrap yourselves in this blanket and know
that in God’s family you are never alone.”
We found this very touching, and apparently the
students take the blanket to College and find them
comforting.
Gillian Greenwood

REQUEST FOR FUNDING TO IMPROVE RATCLIFFE CULEY
PLAYING FIELD FROM CHILDREN OF THE VILLAGE.

Four children from the village had sent the Council
a report on the lack of facilities in Ratcliffe Culey
play area in comparison with that in Fenny Drayton
and Witherley villages. The report showed the
amount of equipment and investment in all three
villages, a survey of the children in Ratcliffe Culey,
and a request for action by the Parish Council.
Councillors thanked the children and congratulated
them on the quality of their report. Cllr Cook
suggested the Council engage the assistance of
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council in designing
the area to maximise the space, and to keep the
children included in the project as it progressed,
although it may not be completed in this calendar
year. Cllr Wright identified the Council may have to
apply for funding to help finance the project, and
that there was some income from the Ratcliffe Solar
Farm which could possibly be utilised.
LOCAL CRIME REPORT:
•
•
•
•

•

17 May, damage to electric gates and trailer
stolen from Sheepy Parva
17 May, vehicle stolen from Twycross
3 June, car broken into and various items stolen,
Norton Juxta Twycross
3 June, front window smashed in property, and a
device was used to steal a wallet, Norton Juxta
Twycross.
Rogue traders reported in Fenny Drayton

RATCLIFFE ROAD:

The central white line on Ratcliffe Road has not
been replaced after recent resurfacing. Clerk to
report as hazardous bend.
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN:

NDP Steering Group to begin the process of
applying for grants to fund the necessary
consultancy services to write reports, particularly
for the environmental issues within the Parish. The
Council gave the Committee authority to sign the
grant applications. A request for the purchase of
paper for the growing printing requirement was
also agree.
If any Parishioners would like to contribute to this
work, don’t hesitate to contact the Clerk on 01827
880548. More information available from Witherley
PC website & www.facebook.com/WPNDP
5

July/August 2018

Sheepy Benefice Gazette

Your Local

Electrical Installation &
Maintenance Service
No Job Too Small → No Obligation Quotes
Tel: Dave 07443 418487
Email: davew1407@gmail.com
David Wilkins, 5 Main Rd, Ratcliffe Culey, Atherstone, CV9 3NY

Lawn
Care

Tree Pruning
Rubbish
Removal

Garden
Maintenance
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Hedge
Trimming

Cleaning
Paths &
Paving

Weeding
Contact Clive on:
Tel 01827 713379
Mob 07971 646107
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Ratcliffe Culey News
Ratcliffe Friendship Club
On 6 June members enjoyed an excellent afternoon tea
at ‘Lakeside’ near Moira (picture below). We were also
able to toast our 30-year anniversary of being a club.
We were very pleased that Jean was able to be with us
again after six months ‘confined to barracks’.

Ratcliffe Friendship Club
Annual Charity Event
in aid of SCOPE

Afternoon Tea
3–5pm Saturday 7 July
At Ratcliffe Church
Admission £1, children free
Raffle, Cakes & Produce
Bric-a-Brac,
Handmade Cards
Bring-and-Buy, Plants.

Charity Afternoon Tea
Our charity event this year is to be an Afternoon Tea on
Saturday 7 July in aid of SCOPE (see box right). SCOPE is
a wide-ranging charity which supports disabled people.
We hope you will support us to raise money for this
worthy cause by coming along on the day and/or giving
Ratcliffe Playground
contributions to: Marjorie, 9 Church Lane, tel: 01827
714405 or Juliet, 11 Main Road, tel: 01827 713766.
As detailed in the Witherley Parish Council Minutes
(summarised on page 5) a splendid presentation by
Wedding
Ben & Jess Bullivant was well received by the PC. Ben
Congratulations to Luke Starkey and Eleanor Finnerty
and Jess surveyed all the children in the village, with
who were married here on Saturday 26 May, a beautiful
12 out of 14 responding; took photos of the rather
sunny afternoon.
better equipment in the other playgrounds within
The coach pictured on the front cover brought the
Witherley PC (Fenny Drayton and Witherley); and put
wedding guests from Bosworth Hall to Ratcliffe church
a suggested plan and convincing case to the Council.
and back. It was a Denis coach and was originally used
for trips to Nice from London in the 1950s. Seats were The PC have agreed to consider improvements to the
apparently taken out to make it a 28-seater for comfort. existing playground equipment and layout.

Ride & Stride
This event is always held on the second Saturday in
September. This year we will be open to receive Riders
and Striders in the church on Saturday
8 September.
If you wish to take part in this event, which involves
sponsored cycling, or walking, horse riding, running,
jogging or using a mobility scooter around local
churches, please contact Richard at 11 Main Rd for
details.
The sponsorship money is divided equally between
Leicestershire Historic Churches Trust and the church or
chapel chosen by the individual or group taking part.
Our thanks to Helen, Ben and Jess who last year raised
money for Ratcliffe church.

Fuller details in the Witherley PC
minutes, extract on page 5

Photographic Competition
This competition, open to all Gazette readers, will be
judged and displayed in Ratcliffe Church in
September—see page 11 for full details.

Next Services
NB Throughout July & August a weekly Thursday
Communion will be held in Ratcliffe church at 9am
Sunday 22 July, Holy Communion at 10am.
Sunday 26 August, Holy Communion at 10am.
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SHEEPY CHURCH SUMMER FETE
Saturday 7 July, from 3pm
In the Rectory Garden
£1 for Adults, Children Free
Cakes, Tombola,
Bottle stall, Pimm’s stall,
Jam jar Tombola, Skittles, Games,
Soft Toy Tombola for Children,
Refreshments, Ice Cream, Raffle etc.
Our ever popular “Fun Dog Show”,
Categories:
Most Handsome Dog; Prettiest Bitch
Cutest Puppy (12 months and under)
Best Veteran (5 years and over)
Best Sausage Catcher
Waggiest Tail; Best Trick; Musical Sits
£2 per class or enter 3 classes for £5
Goody bag for every entrant and
rosettes for 1st-5th in each class.
Prize and special rosette for Best in Show and
Reserve Best Show.
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(cont from p9)
Sheepy Local History Society
At the time of going to press, our June meeting had
not taken place, but we were due to visit Temple
Mill at Wellsborough (many thanks to Tony &
Marion). It was first recorded in 1279 as held by the
de Temple family of Temple Hall who were Lords of
the Manor of Little Sheepy. Peter Temple was one
of the signatories to the death warrant of Charles I
and, at the restoration of the monarchy in 1660,
Temple Hall estate was forfeited & bestowed upon
James, Duke of York, later James II. The mill
remained in use for grinding animal feed until the
1940s.
The next open meetings are on Tuesdays 10th July
& 14th August at 7:30pm at Sheepy Memorial Hall.
A cataloguing & research session will take place in
the Heritage Room at the hall on Monday, 30th July.
There will be no session in August as it coincides
with a bank holiday.
As part of the Scarecrow Festival, the Society will be
holding an exhibition on Sunday 2nd September in
the Memorial Hall (more details in future editions).
For further details contact: Lynne Percival on 01827
880721 or email:
sheepyhistory@btinternet.com"

Sheepy WI
Sheepy WI’s last monthly meeting
was learning to do Irish Dancing
with Carly Brown. Split into groups
she soon had us looking like we
had been dancing for years!
If you like the sound of these sort
of events we’d love you to come
and join us. We meet at Sheepy
Memorial Hall on the 4th Tuesday
of the month at 7:30pm. The next
meeting is 24 July when Ivan
Lawrence will be explaining
hypnotism and then 28 August
when we will be having a gin
tasting experience.
If you need further details please
contact Juliet on 07553 055787 or
sheepywi@hotmail.com or check out the website sheepywi.org
8
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Sheepy News

A New Correspondent
Just a reminder, the village correspondent for Sheepy
news for the Gazette is now Stuart Hawksworth and
his email address is stuarthawksworth@hotmail.com
Please send all entries to him instead of to Jan Jones.
A very big thank you to Jan for the many editions she
edited and the many years she contributed to the
Gazette as Sheepy’s correspondent.

Progress with Sheepy Church
We are now approaching the half-way stage of the
project and we can report that our wonderful
Ancaster stone floor is in the process of being laid.
We are celebrating the differences in tone, pattern
and shade and seeing evidence of shells that were
last seen some 170 Million years ago!

July/August 2018

(cont on p8)
Open the Book
“My best day ever!” this is how one
little girl described helping us to act
out a Bible story in Open the Book. A
group of volunteers act out a
different story from the Bible every
week in Sheepy Primary School. Would YOU like to
share this amazing experience? Can YOU spare half
an hour on a Monday morning and half an hour on
the following Wednesday morning? Even if it is only
once per term? If you would like to be involved in
this rewarding experience, please contact Revd Julia
Hargreaves or Sue Houghton on 01827 880517. All
helpers are DBS checked.

Sheepy Magna Ladies Group

Sheepy Magna Ladies’ Group is a small, informal
group. We have a variety of speakers, suppers,
While the Church is Closed
theatre trips and outings to places of interest.
1.
Services will be held in Sheepy Primary school
Usually we meet on the third Wednesday of each
at 11am. EVERY0NE IS WELCOME.
month, at 7:30pm, in Sheepy Memorial Hall unless
2.
We are delighted to confirm that Brunch will be otherwise publicised but we are hoping to have a trip
served on the second Saturday in each month
on a narrow boat in July and a visit to Melbourne Hall
between 9.30am - 11.30am, £5 a head. We are really in August. New members and visitors are always
grateful to Paul, Dean and the team who are allowing welcome. For more information about the outings
us to use the Black Horse whilst the Church is closed. and the group in general call Sue on 01827 880517.
Come and enjoy the fellowship and food and see the
Sheepy Bonfire Society Wins
latest updates in the project folder.

Mothers’ Union and Open House

Community Awards

The Sheepy Bonfire Society received two medals at
the HBBC Making a Difference Awards on 6 June.
One for Category one: “Group Contribution—
establishing or sustaining a community group” and
Sheepy Church Summer Fete
another for Category two: “Neighbourhood
This year the fete is on Saturday 7 July, starting at
3pm in the Rectory Garden. £1 entrance fee, free for improvement group—improving the local area by
having a social impact.”
children, all welcome—full details in box on facing
The medals are on display for all to see at Black Horse
page. If anyone has any unwanted soft toys for the
Sheepy Magna and there is a picture on the front
children’s stall, please ring Jean Negus on 01827
cover—well done to all concerned.
880645 for collection.
Clara O’Donnell wants to thank everyone who
Tuesday Church
supported the Bonfire Society events last year.
There will be no Tuesday Church during
Scarecrow Festival and Cake Auction 2018—
July and August, as Sheepy School will be
Will
take place 1-2 Sept. Deadline for scarecrow
on holiday. Our next service is on Tuesday
entries is 14 August (more details on page 18).
11 Sept, at Sheepy Primary School, when we will
Dates for the Diary:
meet the new Reception children.
Sheepy Bonfire Party Friday 2 Nov—tickets on sale
Tuesday Church is an informal service with music, a
now (see page 18)
story & a craft activity. It is normally held on the
second Tuesday of the month at 1:30pm. This service Christmas Tree Decorating, Churchyard—10am 9 Dec
is open to all pre-school children and their carers. All
helpers are DBS checked.
Both have a break in July and August but look
forward to seeing everyone again in September.
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Pinwall Garden Services
Call Dan on 07931 506613
Regular garden maintenance
One-off tidy ups
Tree and Shrub pruning
Grass and hedge cutting
All types of weed control
Fencing work
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Community News

Sheepy Flower & Vegetable Show
Saturday 8 September 2018
Sheepy Memorial Hall—Open to All
Lots of categories, enter one or more or all!
Children’s overall winner receives a wooden cup
hand-made by John Bradbury, to be engraved.
All child entrants receive a small prize too.
Leaflets with full show details will be in Sheepy
Memorial Hall porch, Sibson Phone Box, and distributed
through most doors. Details also on Facebook: Sheepy
flower and vegetable show 2018.
If you’ve never entered the competition before, don’t
be afraid! This is a fun, relaxed and informal event for
everyone. If you have flowers and/or vegetables in your
garden or you can make a cake then you are a perfect
candidate to enter. All entries displayed
anonymously, so no pressure. We welcome
the professional, amateur and love rustic too!
Entries to the hall between 11am and noon on
the day. The hall doors are shut at 12 noon and judging
takes place by members of the community
(not the committee).
The hall re-opens at 2pm and refreshments will be
available while you have a look round at all the entries
and see if you have won a 1st, 2nd or 3rd place.
Entries remain in situ until 2.45pm. We would love for
you to leave entries for the auction at 3pm, but if you
prefer to take some or all home then do. The auction
raises funds which go towards future shows.
Recycling – it’s all the rage!! See you there.

www.facebook.com/events/1691598337587881

SUMMER CONCERT
with
THE ATHERSTONE
CHORALE
at
ST BENEDICT’S CHURCH
ATHERSTONE on
FRIDAY 6TH JULY
at 7:30 PM
TICKETS £6 and
CHILDREN GO FREE

July/August 2018

The Sheepy Gazette
Photographic Competition
& Exhibition
All readers eligible
(amateur photographers only please)
Up to 1 entry per person per category:
Landscape, Portrait and Random
Prize for Adult & Child winner in each category
Entries (preferably mounted 10” x 8” to aid display)
to Ratcliffe Church between 6pm-8pm Fri 22 Sept,
or 8am-10:30am Sat 23 Sept.
Fee £2 per entry Adults, £1 per entry under 16s,
proceeds to Ratcliffe Church restoration fund.
Exhibition of all entries in Ratcliffe Church,
Sat 22 & Sun 23 September
Refreshments will be available
Judge Graham Beale’s decision will be final. Contact Dave Wilkins
M 07443 418487 davew1407@gmail.com for further details

Sheepy Good Neighbour
Scheme—Update
Thank you to the many who attended our
Open Meeting on volunteering.
We haven’t forgotten you. The group is slowly (but
surely) making progress as there are inevitably
regulations and compliance requirements to meet.
If you filled in a form but have yet to supply a photo,
please do so–thanks.
For anyone new to the village (Sheepy Magna/Parva) or
who’d like to get involved please ring 07868 005 571.
Recent case studies:
One of our volunteers has personally taken Mrs E to
several hospital visits. Mrs E was taken to the door of
the hospital and back to the door of her home in Sheepy.
How good is that.
Mrs B no longer drives and now uses the bus—
unfortunately the No 7 bus does not go to the local Farm
Shop and Mrs B missed her trips there. One of our
volunteers now regularly takes Mrs B to the Farm Shop.
(Mrs B has now become a volunteer herself and will help
with looking after pets/dog walking)
If you live in Sheepy and need a little help please ring
07868 005 571. The help will come from a volunteer in
your own community.
T: 07868 005 571 Facebook: sheepygns volunteer
11
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PRIME BEEF & LAMB
LOCALLY PRODUCED
Licensed to deal in game

BATES OF
ATHERSTONE LTD
6 Market Street, Atherstone
Telephone: 01827 713175

OAKEY & MILLER
GARDENING SERVICES
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding,
Hedge cutting

No job too small
Call ROBERT on 07814 586013
or STUART on 07478349521
for a free quote

Softleys
in the Square
Market Bosworth
Telephone:
01455 290464
All menus available to view online or telephone us
Accommodation available from £69.00
Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26
A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner
Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16
email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com
www.softleys.com

High Class Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

M D Matthews

Telephone: 01827-718974
Mobile: 07946-731649
Email:
mdmatt@btinternet.com

JAMIE EDWARDS
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR
Tel: 01827 881098
Mobile: 07900 908007
Sibson

MKS Décor
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER &
DECORATOR
FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

SMITHS GARAGE LTD
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE
CV9 3NB
•
•
•
•

NEW & USED CAR SALES
SERVICE & MOT TESTING
ACCIDENT REPAIRS
FORD PARTS SALES

OPENING HOURS:
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday
8:00am to 5:00pm

TELEPHONE
01827-712156
12

WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN
For a FREE quotation contact
Matthew on: 07816 428929
email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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Sibson News

Afternoon Tea Party At
Rownhams House
Sunday 5 August, 3pm to 5pm. Please come and join
us at Rownhams House, Sheepy Road, Sibson, for
afternoon tea, scones with jam and cream,
strawberries and cream.
There will also be craft stalls, plants, greetings cards
and flower arrangements. All proceeds to Sibson
Village Hall and St. Botolph's Church.
Many thanks to John and Linda Martin-Law for
hosting.
For further information contact Alison on
07794 567992 or alison@genysisconsultants.co.uk

July/August 2018

God's Gardening
We meet the first Sunday of every month at 10am for
a couple of hours to help keep the Churchyard tidy.
More help always needed. Bring your own tools.

Bargain Kindling
Still the last few bags available - 11.5kg (approx) £3
per bag delivered or £4.50 if you want me to chop
into sticks.
Proceeds to St. Botolph's Church.
Ring Nigel on 01827 880727

Dates For Your Diary

Keep these dates free if you don't want to miss out,
and watch this space for further details:
"Gourmet Pop-Up Restaurant"
Sunday 14 October at 4pm—St. Botolph's Harvest
Please come and join us for delicious culinary delights Festival with Cheese and Wine afterwards.
and good company at Sibson Village Hall on Saturday
Saturday 27 October at 7:30pm—Sibson Village Hall,
29 September. Bring your own drinks. All proceeds
Barn Dance and Apple Day Celebration.
to Sibson Village Hall and St. Botolph's Church.
Sunday 11 November (time tbc)—Remembrance Day
All enquiries and tickets contact Alison on
Service at St. Botolph's—100 years.
07794 567992 or alison@genysisconsultants.co.uk
Sunday 9 December at 4pm—St. Botolph's Carol
Ladies That Lunch
Service with mulled wine and mince pies afterwards.
Our next get together is on Thursday 19 July,
Monday 24 December at 6:30pm—Carols around the
12:30pm, at Planters Garden Centre near Tamworth. Tree, opposite the Cock Inn, with more mulled wine
and mince pies.
Our August meeting will be on Thursday 16 August,
12:30pm, at the Blue Lion, Witherley.
As editor, I get advice of

Sibson
Village Hall
Looking for somewhere to hold a regular
group or event? Look no further
Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any
occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, off road
parking and a pleasant outdoor area.
Cost of hire:
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:
£12 per hour, or excluding Main Hall: £7.00 ph
We only charge for the time of the event
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards
For further details, to check availability, and to
book, please call Brian May on 01827 880511
@Sibson Parish Village Hall

many scams through
Leicestershire
Neighbourhood Link. If
you want more details just
contact me, or go to www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk and register.
 “Phishing”—trying to trick you into revealing your bank or personal
details—can be attempted by text or by phone too. Be on your
guard, never click a link in a text or email, or give out details to a
cold caller, unless you are CERTAIN it is genuine. Opportunistic
fraudsters are using TSB’s system issues to target people with this
type of fraud. Remember, criminals can spoof the phone numbers
and email addresses of companies you know and trust, e.g. bank.

 “Port Authorisation Codes”—Fraudsters have been convincing a
victim’s mobile phone network provider to swap their number on to
a SIM card in the fraudster’s control, so the fraudster can intercept
the victims’ text messages, allowing them to, for example, request
an online banking password reset or access to any two factor
authentication services. If you receive an unsolicited notification
about a PAC Code request, contact your network provider
immediately to terminate the request. Also notify your bank that
your phone number’s been compromised.

 Fraudsters are cold-calling victims, purporting to be from a TV
provider, offering a discount on the subscription. Victims have been
told their subscription needs to be renewed; or that they are due an
upgrade on the equipment/subscription. In order to falsely process
the “discount”, the fraudster asks victims to confirm or provide their
bank account details and even scanned ID.
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For CLOSE BOARD and
BESPOKE FENCING that
“LOOKS THE PART”
DESIGNED and BUILT
to DO THE JOB and LAST

High class builder with 30yrs experience
offering specialist services

Feather edge, post & rail, picket
fencing; panels supplied/fitted
Post repair specialist

Refurbishment & restoration of traditional
properties using reclaimed materials &
traditional building methods

Rose arches, raised beds,
planters, screens
Garden gates made to order

Barn conversions

Garden woodworking solutions
No job too small
All jobs surveyed free, written estimate within 7 days
2a St Michael’s Court, Stoney Stanton
Operating from Stoke Golding

Call John on 01455 212984
or Mob 07890 070681
www.fencemanjohn.co.uk
johns_wood04@hotmail.com
Proud member of:
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Renovation Experts

Orangeries/oak conservatories
Farm houses
Extensions & alterations
Luxury period bathrooms
Bespoke hand-made kitchens
See our range of green oak garden furniture at
www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk
01827 881085 or 07875 498628
email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com
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Twycross News

St James’ Church
49 Club winners: Lynne Davis, Sue Hewitt, Gillian
Haywood, Flavia Philips & Denise Hughes.
Congratulations everyone!
Next subs due: 28 July 2018. As it is hard to reach
everyone in the holiday season, I may struggle to
collect on time. So if I miss you that week, I would
really appreciate it if members could drop in their
subs (£12) to me, Audrey, in a named envelope to
20 Main Road.
Many thanks for your help and membership, from all
at St. James' Church.

July/August 2018

Vezeley Basillica, spent time practicing circus skills
and most importantly improved their French
speaking!
Tennis success
Twycross House School Under 13 boys and girls
tennis teams have enjoyed remarkable success this
season, with the boys winning the Leicestershire

Women’s Institute
On Monday 16 July we are holding a Mystery
Evening! The meeting will be held at the Village Hall,
starting at 7:15pm, and as usual the event will be
followed by refreshments.
Visitors to the meeting pay £2 plus
£1 for refreshments. Do come and
join us, all are welcome.
Phone Carol Goodridge 01827
720896.

Twycross House
School
Year 9 trip to France
During the half term holiday
members of Senior 3 (Year 9)
enjoyed the annual trip to Maison
Claire Fontaine in Burgundy.
The group enjoyed the sights and
sounds of the local food market in
Noyers-sur-Seine, visited the

Schools Team Tennis Division 1
competition and the girls finishing
runners up in their Division 1
competition.
The boys team (pictured above) of
Lawrence Cockrell (capt.), Finlay
Thompson-Lowe, Max Savania and
Will Simmons defeated Leicester
Grammar, Loughborough Grammar
and Ratcliffe College on their way to
the title and now progress to the
regional finals in September, where
they will face the winners of other
county competitions in the Midlands
region.
Each match was very close and went
to a tie-break shoot out but excellent doubles play
and holding their nerve enabled the team to secure
the win.
The girls team of Ellen Burton (capt.), Amelia Blunt,
Ella Morris and Isabella Cockrell enjoyed notable
victories against Leicester Grammar and
Loughborough High but were beaten in a tie-break
shoot out, having drawn the match against Sir John
North Community College of Leicester, to finish
second in the division despite playing some
wonderful tennis.
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Private Tuition
since 2004 by
fully qualified teacher
A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology
GCSE Maths & Sciences
Home schooling, adult learners &
teacher training support

Dr Alan Wood
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01827 719923

www.francescasinclair.co.uk
Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk

Telephone 07901 547360
Maths Tuition

Available for AS, A Level,
GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958
TIM HARDING
Your Local Electrician
no job too small or large
FREE advice
& quotations

Telephone
07977 012940 or 01827 880473
Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna,
Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ
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Advertise in this space.
Contact the Editor
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
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Sheepy Magna CofE Primary School News
www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk

Sporting Sheepy

Life Education Bus

We’ve been participating in a lot of sport recently and
had the opportunity to try new things. Later this term
we’re having an archery day run by Premier Education.
Judo
We were lucky enough to secure a visit from British
Judo, with a free taster session for each class from our
youngest Reception children all the way up to Year 6.
Judo is an inclusive sport, enabling children to improve
confidence and form new friendships. They really
enjoyed wearing the jackets and learning new moves and
holds - even how to put the instructor on the floor!
Hi5 Netball
We sent our year 6 netball team to the Unity
tournament. We were a bit nervous at the outset,
wondering how we would get on and how tough the
competition would be. But we dug in and really worked
as a solid team. The opposing teams were good and kept
us on our toes and the referees knew their stuff. We
played 6 teams in all. We won the first, which boosted
our confidence, then the 2nd and in fact we went on to
win every match and only conceded 1 net in the whole
tournament. Throughout though, the team never got
complacent or boastful and worked hard at all times.
Well done to Ella, Ruby, Chloe, Jacob, Fred and Taylor.
The same team, plus George, attended a Level 2
Bosworth Educational Partnership and local schools’
tournament. We played 3 games in all: the first was
against Mercenfeld which was very tight and worried
our team a bit but we won 4-3. After this win, we
played St Margaret’s in the semi-final, and won 6-0.
Our spirits were high as we went into the final against
Lady Jane Grey, we dug deep and kept going and won
again this time 6-1. What a team. So soon we will be
representing the whole of Hinckley and Bosworth at the
County Championships. Keep your fingers crossed for
our little school!
Swimming gala
On a hot Saturday evening in June, we went to the Unity
swimming gala, held annually in Whitwick. Despite the
heat on the poolside, it was a fabulous event. Some of
the competitors were of a very high standard – with
some children doing tumble turns and swimming up to a
third of the pool under water after diving in!
Nevertheless, we put in some brilliant performances of
our own, with great swimming by Carys and Holly and we
even got some medals: individual for Toby, Gabe and
Ellie, and a team win for Toby, Taylor, Jacob and Gabe
in the boys relay. Fabulous performances everyone!

Once again, the children have been treated to a visit by
the Life Education Bus. This is a wonderful resource
which has been working for over 20 years visiting
schools in Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland. They
brought a mobile classroom to our school for the day
and every child went in for a lesson.
Dominique was brilliant with the children. She kept
their interest by getting the children moving around in
the confined space and doing brain gym activities. The
children learnt about keeping safe and healthy; about
friendships and peer pressure; and the older children
learnt about medicines and drugs. However, the
highlight of the day had to be when we met a very
special visitor to our school—Harold the giraffe!

New Trim Trail

We finally have a new surface for the children to enjoy
and run around on. Some equipment has been relocated
and some purchased new. We now have one continuous
surface that is flush with the rest of the playground so
that the children have much more space and freedom to
run and play. Thank you to our wonderful PTA who have
part funded the surface. The children were so excited
to be able to be out, enjoying the equipment and new
surface.

Barclays Bank

We now have
some lovely
new red star
benches and
colourful bins
out on the
playground.
We will
shortly have a new picnic
table too which has a games
table on the top. All of
these have been kindly
provided by a local resident,
who works for Barclays
Bank and saw one of our
school newsletters, asking
for help to spruce up the
grounds. They look amazing
and have cheered up the

playground.
In addition to this,
Barclays also
provided a working
party and a
Other Events:
donation towards
making over our
Play in a Day
vegetable garden.
Year 5 and 6 pupils had the opportunity to take part in
They came in on an
E.ON’s ‘Play in a Day’ activity, learning about different
extremely warm
ways to save energy, before performing a short play in
day—giving up their
front of the rest of the school. (Pic right)
normal day jobs to
The day-long drama workshops took the pupils through a
dig out and lay a
variety of tasks while exploring the subject of energy
new path and build
through fun and animated activities. The play the pupils
new raised planters
put together was comical and fun to watch so not only
for our vegetables.
did the participating class learn about how to be more
Thank you so much to the Barclays team!
energy efficient, the whole of the school gained
Mrs Alison Field, Headteacher
something from the day’s activities.
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Sheepy Memorial Hall

www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall 07443 302 225 sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk

Tickets for all events available from Sheepy Memorial Hall 07443 302 225,
or see the website www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall

Hall Bookings:
Available for parties, family celebrations and funerals.
Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term bookings.
Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, or look at our website for more details.

Regular Activities (in Alphabetical order)
Adult Tap Classes: Thursdays 7pm, contact Bonnie 07973 743217.
Baby Massage Course: Thursdays, 10:30-11:30am. Call Victoria 0791 970162.
Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday monthly 7pm.
Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm
Dance Fit: 9:15am Wed, £4 for 1 hour, contact Bonnie 07973 743 217.
Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve monthly 01827 880517
Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 email puppyschool@mail.com, website
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk
Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 10:30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and Tea, great chat and
company.

Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd Tuesday monthly7:30pm; plus Research & Cataloguing last
Monday monthly 10-12noon in 1st Floor Heritage Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30-9:30pm - Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602
Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 12 noon till 1:30 pm. All comers welcome, just turn up.

Data Privacy Notice
By submitting your details, as an
advertiser or contributor, or in any
other way, and agreeing to them being
published in the Sheepy Benefice
Gazette, you accept that you have
given your consent for your data to be
used and stored as outlined in Sheepy
Benefice’s Privacy Notice, a copy of
which can be found on the Benefice
website:
https://sheepybenefice.org/privacy-notice
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Emergency Numbers

If you find yourself housebound and in
need, please ring one of these
numbers for help:
Sheepy: Mrs Green 01827 880047 or
Mrs Negus 01827 880645
Ratcliffe: Mrs Pratt 01827 714565
Orton: Mrs McKay 01827 880308
Twycross: vacant
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Notes from the Editor
Plenty of news to report, and future events to look forward to,
in this edition of the Gazette, and many thanks from me to
Tony for editing the June issue.
Don’t forget, there is no edition in August as we take a short break for the
summer.
The next issue will be in September, so please collect up all those lovely
photos of summer events and send them to your village correspondent (as
named above) by 12 August at the latest please.
Sheepy—remember you have a new correspondent, Stuart Hawkworth.
I’m happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but I reserve
the right, as editor, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.
Enjoy the rest of the summer!
HA
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Beautiful Blossoms
Weren’t the hawthorn hedges magnificent this year? If
only (as Margaret McKay, who took the picture, left,
says) someone could give the blossom a
fragrance makeover!! The wild roses in Ratcliffe Culey,
below, were pretty splendid too.

Ratcliffe Post Office Gets a Makeover
Mandy Boyt, sub-postmistress at 16 Sketchley Lane, Ratcliffe Culey CV9 3NZ
now has a smart new front door and a splendid modern counter. Pop in and
see her, Mondays and Tuesdays, 9am to 5:30pm—use it or lose it!

Join our campaign and become a
bell ringer in 2018
To commemorate the 1400 bell ringers who died
in the First World War, the Central Council of
Church Bell Ringers have launched a campaign to
recruit 1400 new bell ringers.
This is an opportunity for everyone, a chance to join this
wonderful ancient tradition, open to all—come and have a go.
Contact Sheepy Benefice Ringers:
Simon Hargreaves simonw.hargreaves@btinternet.com
(Sheepy & Sibson)

or Graham Titley grahamjanet.orton@btinternet.com (Orton)
20

Printed by Paul Negus, Graphic Press, Hammond Close, Nuneaton CV11 6RY
www.graphicpress.co.uk email: sales@graphicpress.co.uk

