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Bap sm of George Machidon
at All Saints Sheepy Magna
pictured with his parents Louise and Andrei

Bap sm of Keeley Wilkins
at Ratcliﬀe Culey
(see page 7 for more informa on)

Sheepy School residen al visit to Whitemoor Lakes in
Staﬀordshire for year 3 and 4. See page 17 for more details
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Church Services—June 2019
All service details are also on the Beneﬁce website – www.sheepybeneﬁce.org
There is also a Communion service at 9am every Thursday at All Saints Sheepy Magna
Sunday 2 June

9am Orton – Communion
11am Sheepy – Communion

Sunday 9 June

11am Sheepy – Communion
4pm Sibson—Songs of Praise (Flower Fes val)

Sunday 16 June

9:30am Twycross—Morning Prayer
11am Sheepy—Family Worship

Sunday 23 June

10am Ratcliﬀe—Communion
11am Sheepy—Morning Prayer

Sunday 30 June

10sm Sheepy – Communion

View From a Twycross Pew
D Day by Rita Reading
Daybreak. D.Day.
The Incoming de on the Normandy beaches
pounding the sand, bringing ashore the
normal ﬂotsam of the sea.
A normal start to the day.
Suddenly it was to change; the sound of
gunﬁre was to be heard, and the sand was
soon to be stained with blood.
Boats arrived, packed with soldiers bent on
doing ba le.
The de receded, indiﬀerent to the whims of
man.

had witnessed.
Seabirds returning and crabs scrambling over
the sand, all unaware of man’s exploits.
Nature carries on in her unassuming way, for
life is for living.
From the beginning of me the seasons come
and go, the de ebbs and ﬂows, a never‐
ending cycle.
It is something we must remember as we look
back to those beaches of D. Day.
So many years ago.
Nature will wash away, and heal the hurt, yet
memories stay.

We remember the young lives lost on those
Receded on those Normandy beaches, to
beaches as the de washed away everything
return at the end of the day, washing away all but memories.
traces of the carnage the hours of daylight
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View From the Pulpit

30th May – 9th June
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, we invite all in Sheepy
Benefice to join in with prayer; and to help get us started we have
offered every child at Sheepy School a Family Prayer Map, to encourage
prayer every day for the 11 days together as a family.
All Saints Church in Sheepy will be open every day, with a special prayer
space for all to come and join in with whenever you are passing and may
wish to participate… praying for the community, praying for our school,
praying for yourselves and your families.
Prayer is simple, when we say the prayer our Lord taught us to say, the
words of the Lord’s Prayer. This is said most days in collective worship at the
school; and used in all services of worship at our six churches; including
services of Baptism, Marriage and Funerals.
Whether you have joined in ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ before or not, we invite you to take part this year – along
with churches from over 65 different denominations in 114 countries around the world.

During the 11 days of





Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone who takes part will…

Deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ
+ Pray for God’s spirit to work in the lives of those they know
+ Come to realise that every aspect of their life is the stuff of prayer

With every blessing, Revd. Julia
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Your Local

Electrical Installation &
Maintenance Service
No Job Too Small  No Obligation Quotes
Tel: Dave 07443 418487
Email: davew1407@gmail.com
David Wilkins, 5 Main Rd, Ratcliffe Culey, Atherstone, CV9 3NY

Lawn
Care

Tree Pruning
Rubbish
Removal

Garden
Maintenance

Hedge
Trimming

Cleaning
Paths &
Paving

Weeding
Contact Clive on:
Tel 01827 713379
Mob 07971 646107

Advertise in this space.
Contact the Editor
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
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Orton News

PUDDING NIGHT IN AID OF ORTON
CHURCH

June 2019

ORTON BELL RINGERS

SPECIAL “NO CALORIES FOR CHARITY” The group is fortunate to have access to an extensive
Friday 14th June 7pm in Sheepy Church. £10 per
person to include a starter and drink plus all the
puddings you can eat! Just turn up with a pudding as
your contribu on to the evening and any le overs
will be sold at the end.

CLASSICS ON THE HILL

set of hand‐bells which should really be being put to
greater use !! Tune‐ringing on hand‐bells is a
sa sfying but simple form of musicality which
requires no vocal or manual dexterity, merely some
concentra on and a sense of rhythm. Anyone from
the villages interested in being part of a band within
the group should ini ally contact Graham on 01827
880168 or email grahamjanet.orton@b nternet.com

at Church Farm, Sunday 2 June from 2 – 6pm – for all
car enthusiasts! Lots of stalls, hog roast etc ‐
“THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING ERNIE”
proceeds split between Air Ambulance, Mind,
Come with us on a musical journey through the life
Walking Wounded, Dogs Trust & Spor ng Bears
and mes of Eric Morcambe’s partner, li le Ernie
Motor Club. Full details contact Kent/Rachel on
Wise. A one man show starring Geoﬀ Graham on
07774 965879 or kent.thompson@pertemps.co.uk.
Monday 17th June 7.30 in church. Tickets from Carol
01827 880265 or Margaret 01827 880308

PLANT SALE

A great result for a very enjoyable day ‐ the sun
shone and the buyers ﬂocked in. Very many thanks
to Richard & Jill who raised £395 for the church just
from the sale of plants which together with dona ons
for teas etc made the total around £600. As any
gardener will know it takes many weeks of tender
loving care to produce good, strong plants and
Richard certainly has earned a reputa on for quality.
Thank you again everyone who helped or contributed
in any way!
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For all Domestic & Commercial Needs
CONTACT DANIEL ON
07377 992043 or
info@dkrfencing.com
www.dkrfencing.com
(Stoke Golding based)

Fencing:

Hard Landscaping:

 All mesh systems including

 Paving and patios; Tarmac

high security and compounds
 Palisade, Bow-Top, etc.
 Timber—picket, feather-edge etc.
 Railings; Handrails; Knee-rails
 Gates, including 'panic' systems
 Bollards and barriers
 Repair and upgrading of existing or

damaged installations
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 Walls; Gravel paths and drives
 Eco-grid style areas for parking etc.

Soft Landscaping:
 Seeding
 Turfing
 Shrub, Hedge and Tree Planting, with

appropriate advice by a qualified
horticultural member of the team
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Ratcliffe Culey News

RATCLIFFE FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Having enjoyed our social time at our May meeting, for our June
meeting we have our Annual Charity Afternoon Tea. This year it
is in aid of The Macular Society. Please see details below

PAST EVENTS
BAPTISM OF KEELEY WILKINS
The Front Cover Photograph shows the Wilkins &
the Flick family who crossed the pond all the way
from Salt Lake City Utah for the christening of
Keeley Rose at All Saints Church Ratcliﬀe Culey on
the 14th April.
Keeley was following the family tradi on where her
sister Fiona, Dad Simon and Uncle Thomas were also
christened.
Many UK family & friends a ended and a fabulous
day was had by all.

FUTURE EVENTS

AUDREY WATTS
We were sad to hear of the death of Audrey. She and
her husband John had lived in the same house in
Ormes Lane since it was built in 1956/57. She had
been a member of Ratcliﬀe WI and was a keen
gardener, always ready to have a chat with passers‐
by when tending her front garden.
We oﬀer our sympathies to her four children and
their families.

Children’s Pizza decora on Children are invited to
16 Main Rd at 12noon on 2June to take part in a
pizza decora on compe on. Thanks to Darren and
Helen for hos ng this event and making the pizza
bases. If the good old Bri sh weather lets us down,
the venue will switch to the church room.
Sunday Teas
The Sunday a ernoon teas will be
held in the church star ng on 14July and con nuing
to 25August. If you feel that you could assist with
serving teas on an occasional basis, please let one of
the commi ee members know.
Photographic compe on This will be held on
28/29September in the church room. The theme
will be ‘Our Village’ so you have the summer to get
snapping.
RATCLIFFE POST OFFICE
For anyone who doesn’t
know, we have a local Post
Office in Ratcliffe Culey—at
the top of Sketchley Lane.
It’s the tiniest PO you will
ever see—effectively to
the storm porch of Mandy
Boyt’s home!
She will be delighted to
provide you all the normal
PO services every Monday
and Tuesday from 9am—
5.30pm
7
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Restore your inner peace with
a relaxing treatment
*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT
*Indian Head Massage
*Hot Stones Massage *’M’ Technique

Call JILLY on 07971 488690
Reiki Master and Teacher

Mrs C A Parkes
MCSP SRP
Chartered Physiotherapist
Member of Health Professions Council

Orton House Physiotherapy
Orton House Farm
Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR

Mobile: 0789 996 6214
Telephone: 01827 880238

Handcrafted Cupcakes &
Celebration Cakes!
Vintage china and cutlery hire
All cakes freshly made to order
with locally sourced ingredients
where possible
For further details or to discuss these and
other catering requirements

Contact Jane in Sheepy on:
01827 880996 or 07870 934 192
www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery
www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk

Sheepy WI's last mee ng was Hats Galore with Louise Brookes.
A er a talk about the history of hats, how Louise makes them
and advice on the mistakes that we make when choosing a hat,
all the ladies got to try some on from a vast selec on. It was a
great night and we certainly learnt a lot!

8

If you like the sound of this sort of event we'd love you to come
and join us. We meet at Sheepy Memorial Hall on the 4th
Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm. The next mee ng is 25th
June when we will be having a demo and workshop with Jo
Laura Burton from Flower academy. For more informa on
please contact Juliet on 07553055787 or see our
website www.sheepywi.org
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Sheepy News

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Brunch – good food, fellowship and posh coﬀee – a
combina on that can’t be beat! The next Brunch on
Saturday June 8th from 09:30 to 11:30am.
Tuesdays and Thursdays throughout June – coﬀee
and conversa on in the Church from 10:00am –
12:00pm. Do join us for a chat and a brew.
Pudding Evening

(also p11)

June 2019

a ended by Recep on children from Sheepy Primary
School, but is open to all pre‐schoolers and their
carers. We have music, a story and a cra ac vity. It
is held on the second Tuesday of the month, at
1:30pm in Sheepy Church. The next service is on
Tuesday 11th June. If you care for a young child, come
along and have some fun. This will be our last
gathering before the summer break as we do not
meet in July and August. All helpers are fully DBS
checked.

There will be a Beneﬁce Pudding evening in support
of St Edith’s Church at Orton and their roof repairs on Could You Open the Book?
“Let’s open the book; Let’s take a look; Let’s listen
Friday 14th June at 7:30pm. Please see ad below.
and see; How good God can be. Oh let’s take a look;
Let’s open the book.”

Mothers Union and Open House
Monday 17th June at 3.00pm. We join together for
our annual Strawberry Tea to raise funds for Tear
Fund. We will be in Church this year. Please note the
later me as it is an a ernoon tea.
Summer Fun and Dog Show

Ask any child who a ends
Sheepy Primary School if
they know this rap and the
answer would be a
resounding “YES” This is
how we begin our Open
the Book story every week,
and the children love it!
Open the Book is a series of Bible stories presented
weekly by small teams to the children of Sheepy
Primary School. We usually meet on a Monday
morning to rehearse, and then “perform” in school
on Wednesday morning. Each session takes about
half an hour, but as a special one‐oﬀ celebra on the
team will be organising an Open the Book Sunday
Service on Sunday 30th June at 10:00am in Sheepy
Church. This will give anyone a taste of what it is all
about. If you are interested please contact Rev’d Julia
Hargreaves or Sue Houghton on 01827 880517. All
volunteers are fully DBS checked.

Join us on the Rectory Lawn and in the church for fun
Sheepy Magna Ladies Group
and canine frolics on Saturday 27th July at 2:00pm.
Our own Pat Flegg gave an interes ng and
Annual Sheepy Flower and Vegetable Show
informa ve talk on Polesworth and The Abbey at our
Sheepy Memorial Hall on Saturday 31st August 2019. April mee ng and members and friends had a very
Open to everyone that receives the Gaze e. Lots of
enjoyable visit to The Concordia Theatre, Hinckley to
categories including: Homemade ‐ cakes, jams, wine, see “My Fair Lady” in May. Our next mee ng is on
biscuits etc. Flower arrangements and Homegrown
Wednesday 19th June and is our Strawberry Supper,
Flowers, Homegrown Vegetables. Plus, auc on and
deﬁnitely not to be missed! We are a friendly group
teas. More informa on in next month’s Gaze e.
who meet on the third Wednesday of each month, in
Sheepy Memorial Hall at 7:30pm, unless otherwise
Tuesday Church
adver sed. We enjoy listening to speakers, theatre
If you care for a preschool child, why not come along trips and of course wonderful suppers! and so why
to Tuesday Church? This is a lively, informal service
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SHEEPY LOCAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

This box could be
advertising your business
Send your design, or we
can help you.
A box this size is just £9 per
issue. Contact the Editor:
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
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At the me of going to press, our
May mee ng had not taken place,
but the illustrated talk was due to
be Part 3 of the Sheepy Lodge
story covering the years from
1950 onwards. This included the
conversion of the property into a
principal residence/5 self‐
contained 2‐bedroom ﬂats and a
name change to "The Grange" (it
has since reverted back to
"Sheepy Lodge"). On display: 1662
Will of Elizabeth Merrick; 1865
Electoral Rolls; 1866 Subscribers
to church clock fund; 1878 church
clock correspondence;
1960s /1970s Newspaper ar cles;
1969 plan of proposed new Hall
Farm Estate road; 1980 original
parish magazines; Images of 2007
Flood etc.. Cataloguing/research
sessions are currently suspended
un l further no ce. We have our
annual ou ng in June so the next
open mee ng is on Tuesday, 9th
July at 7.30pm at Sheepy
Memorial Hall. For further details
contact Lynne Percival on 01827
880721
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Sheepy News

not come along and see what you think of us. New
members and visitors are always welcome. Subs
remain at £15pa and includes a drink and
refreshments. For or more informa on ring Sue on
880517 or Pat on 880627.

June 2019

(cont from p9)
Sing into Summer ‐ Voices Choir Concert
Enjoy a wonderful concert on Saturday 22nd June and
Sunday 23rd June at 7:30pm.

Sheepy Wild Flower Patch
In last month’s Gaze e (can be viewed on line at
Sheepybeneﬁce.org) we learnt that the Sheepy
Flower and Vegetable Show Commi ee have used
monies raised from the Annual Sheepy Flower and
Veg Show to purchase Wildﬂower Plants and Seeds.
On Saturday 23 March 2019, 10 members from the
Sheepy Old Boys and Sheepy Playing Field Commi ee
spent 2 hours clearing the ‘Wildﬂower Patch’ in the
Glade.
On Saturday 13th April 2019, 4 members from the
Sheepy Vegetable and Flower Show plus friend spent
3 hours plan ng and seeding the area. A grand total
of 35 man‐hours have been spent on the Wildﬂower
Patch. The Wildﬂower patch is made up of 500g of
(100% ﬂowers) Bee Wildﬂower Seed Mix, plus 100g of
Hedgerow and Light shade Seed Mix (which includes
grasses). 208 plants (plugs) were planted: (104 plants
‐ Wildﬂowers for semi shade. 104 plants ‐
Wildﬂowers for Bu erﬂies and Moths). Another 40 or
so locally donated plugs. 12 locally donated Teasels
were planted close to the water (adjacent to but not
in the Wildﬂower Patch)
The plant plugs are visible and the seeded ﬂowers/
grasses should be in all its glory next year. Could
visitors please keep oﬀ this area and please keep
dogs oﬀ this area and allow it to ﬂourish.
Bus Service 7 – The review of service 7 is now
complete and the intended course of ac on is to
retain a bus service with a reduced metable. There
will be a series of community engagement mee ngs
to discuss the outcome of the review of services.
These will be at St Laurence Church Hall, Measham ‐
6th June 2019 at 12:45; Twycross Village Hall ‐ 7th
June 2019 at 10:15; Witherley Parish Rooms on
Monday 10th June at 17:45.

THANK EWE
to everyone who took part in Sheepy's Village Sale on
Bank Holiday Monday.
Visitors from near and far enjoyed a bargain hun ng
experience from the 66 stalls who took part.
The event raised £1,636 for the Memorial Hall to help
with the maintenance and upkeep.
Once again thank you for your support. Baaaa
The BODEN voucher from
The Church Prize Draw was won by Ray and Sheila
Hodgkins, regular a enders at Church. Drawn by
selec ng a random number using a telephone
directory at coﬀee on Tuesday 7 May.
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PRIME BEEF & LAMB
LOCALLY PRODUCED
Licensed to deal in game

BATES OF
ATHERSTONE LTD
6 Market Street, Atherstone
Telephone: 01827 713175

Advertise in this space.
Contact the Editor
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855

Softleys
in the Square
Market Bosworth
Telephone:
01455 290464
All menus available to view online or telephone us
Accommodation available from £69.00
Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26
A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner
Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £17
email: so leysrestaurant@gmail.com
www.so leys.com

High Class Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

M D Matthews

Telephone: 01827‐718974
Mobile: 07946‐731649
Email:
mdma @b nternet.com

JAMIE EDWARDS
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR
Tel: 01827 881098
Mobile: 07900 908007
Sibson

MKS Décor
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER &
DECORATOR
FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

SMITHS GARAGE LTD
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE
CV9 3NB





NEW & USED CAR SALES
SERVICE & MOT TESTING
ACCIDENT REPAIRS
FORD PARTS SALES

OPENING HOURS:
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday
8:00am to 5:00pm

TELEPHONE
01827‐712156
12

WITH 17 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN
For a FREE quotation contact
Matthew on: 07816 428929
email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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Shenton News
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We held a tea and cakes fundraiser at Shenton
Church on Easter Monday. Having been blessed with
superb weather, we were very pleased to have a
great turnout. Many Shenton Residents (and some
from further aﬁeld) made cakes and biscuits and
came together to help with the event on the day.
Par cular thanks must go to Maria Davies, Suzanne
Clarke and Liz Morton who did so much to organise
the day and baked some fantas c cakes. The church
looked lovely with some splendid ﬂower
arrangements. We think we had over 70 people turn
up and they were able to sit outside in the sun. Many
were just out for a walk so it was a par cular bonus
for them. It was gra fying to hear how many people
love our li le church.

Sibson News

LADIES THAT LUNCH
Our next get together will be 12.30pm Thursday 20th
June at The Dog and Hedgehog, Daddlington.
All welcome to join us. If anyone would like a li
please telephone 01827 880442

home‐made cakes will be available.
Church will be open for viewing 2pm‐4pm Saturday
8th June and Sunday 9th June

SOS - SIBSON OPEN SPACES
We need your help to maintain the beau ful open
spaces around our village! Come and join our ‘SOS’
team on the ﬁrst Saturday a ernoon of the month
any me you can spare between 2pm ‐ 4pm. Even
half an hour will help. The aim is to maintain the
walkway through the church grounds and in/around
the village hall. Everyone is welcome and
refreshments are provided....just think you can keep
ﬁt, help a good cause and have some fun plus it’s
cheaper than the gym!
Next mee ng: Sibson church grounds Saturday 1st
June 2pm ‐ 4pm. Refreshments provided
SONGS OF PRAISE SUNDAY 9TH JUNE
Sibson Open Spaces Thank You! – a big thank you to
4PM
everyone who helped last month both on the day and
Our Flower fes val is culmina ng in a ‘Songs of
clearing away the brush a erwards, great job!
Praise’ service with your favourite hymns led by
ST BOTOLPH’S CHURCH FLOWER
Reverend Julia at 4pm on Sunday 9th June.
FESTIVAL WEEKEND – GOD’S CREATION Come along and choose your favourite hymns ‐ yes,
you get to vote on which we sing on the day! Will it
Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th June 2019
be a rousing ‘Jerusalem’, the quietly moving ‘Lord’s
Come and join us as we celebrate ‘God’s Crea on’ in
my Shepherd’, the melodic ‘All things bright and
ﬂowers at St Botolph’s church, Sibson.
beau ful’ or something else? Join us for a good sing
The Church will be absolutely full of beau ful ﬂower along.....followed (of course) by lashings of tea and
arrangements made by our crea ve local community cake.
so do come along and take a look. Tea and delicious
13
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For CLOSE BOARD and
BESPOKE FENCING that
“LOOKS THE PART”
DESIGNED and BUILT
to DO THE JOB and LAST
Feather edge, post & rail, picket
fencing; panels supplied/fitted
Post repair specialist
Rose arches, raised beds,
planters, screens
Garden gates made to order
Garden woodworking solutions
No job too small
All jobs surveyed free, written estimate within 7 days
2a St Michael’s Court, Stoney Stanton
Operating from Stoke Golding

Call John on 01455 212984
or Mob 07890 070681
www.fencemanjohn.co.uk
johns_wood04@hotmail.com
Proud member of:

14

Sheepy Benefice Gazette

Renovation Experts
High class builder with 30yrs experience
offering specialist services
Refurbishment & restoration of traditional
properties using reclaimed materials &
traditional building methods
Barn conversions
Orangeries/oak conservatories
Farm houses
Extensions & alterations
Luxury period bathrooms
Bespoke hand-made kitchens
See our range of green oak garden furniture at
www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk
01827 881085 or 07875 498628
email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com
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Twycross News
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49 CLUB WINNERS:
Mrs. Assinder, Bill Nally, Mrs. Kirkpatrick, Anne Senter
and a spare number...it could have been you!
Congratula ons to all lucky winners and a big thank
you to all members for their invaluable support of St.
James' Church.
Spare numbers are available; just phone Audrey on
01827 880035. It's only £1 per week, with a £25 prize
drawn each week. Please note, if any club members
would prefer to pay monthly via direct debit, then
please let Audrey know (it would certainly help
reduce the collec on me!)
performances. It was a show packed with huge

WE WILL ROCK YOU
The enthusiasm, energy and pure talent shone
through in the recent Twycross House School
production of ‘We Will Rock You’, with three sell out

demanding musical numbers and, no matter chorus
or principal, everyone rose to the occasion to get
every step and note just right. A fantastic
production and congratulations to all involved.

Community Matters
WITHERLEY PARISH COUNCIL, MAY 2019
EXTRACT OF THOSE ARTICLES OF INTEREST
TO RATCLIFFE CULEY
Passenger Transport Policy Strategy
review of No.7 bus service. The County Council has
reviewed the viability of this service and the results will be
revealed at community engagement mee ngs being held:
Witherley 10th June, Twycross 7th June. It was agreed to
adver se widely across the parish to encourage as many
people as possible to a end to hear ﬁrst‐hand the new
proposals.
CRIME REPORT:
Cllr Robinson reported crime within the parish were two
incidents reported in the previous month which was a
the from a vehicle on Atherstone Road, Fenny Drayton
and an arson a ack on the Atherstone Hunt yard
destroyed a horse box.
There had been other local crimes, including one the of a
vehicle at Copper Ke le on A5 and the of number plates
from a new vehicle in Sheepy Magna, this is on the
increase in the County.
Cash machine stolen from Twycross Zoo.
A empted burglary from Twycross Road, Sibson.
Burglary from farm in Sheepy Parva.
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This box could be
advertising your business
Send your design, or we
can help you.

Private Tuition
since 2004 by
fully qualified teacher
A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology
GCSE Maths & Sciences
Home schooling, adult learners &
teacher training support

Dr Alan Wood
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01827 719923

www.francescasinclair.co.uk
Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk

Telephone 07901 547360
Maths Tuition

Available for AS, A Level,
GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958
TIM HARDING
Your Local Electrician
no job too small or large
FREE advice
& quotations

Telephone
07977 012940 or 01827 880473
Rose Co age, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna,
Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ
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A box this size is just £9 per
issue. Contact the Editor:
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
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Sheepy Magna CofE Primary School News
www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk

Our Year 3 and 4 children in Swaledale class have just
returned from a fabulous residen al trip to
Whitemoor Lakes in Staﬀordshire. The weather was
kind and we were blessed with glorious sunshine for
our en re stay.

chance to splash the adults and push us all into the
lake! They certainly enjoyed that bit!
Other ac vi es included orienteering, crate stacking,
climbing, team games, nightline and archery. In the
evenings, the children were kept busy with ac vi es
and games, our favourite being the campﬁre. We
sang lots of songs, toasted marshmallows and
watched the sun set over the lake. It was the perfect
end to a fun ﬁlled day. With ac vi es running all day
un l 9pm, the children were exhausted. A er an
excited ﬁrst night, the second night was a very quiet
one and the children had to be woken up the next
day!

The beauty of a trip like this, is that we are able to see
children in a diﬀerent environment and to see them
Whitemoor Lakes is a purpose built adventure centre, blossom in diﬀerent ways. They also get to see us in a
where children are given the opportunity to try out
diﬀerent light too. Many children overcame diﬀerent
diﬀerent outdoor ac vi es. From the moment they
fears and the sense of working as a team and
arrive, it is a full on programme of diﬀerent ac vi es. encouraging each other to reach their own personal
There was a real buzz of excitement, enthusiasm and goals was awesome to see. It certainly was a trip on
determina on from the whole class.
which they made memories.
Aged 7,8 or 9, being faced with the challenge of
abseiling from the top of a tall tower on arrival must
be daun ng, but the children faced it head on and
many children abseiled several mes, including some
daredevils going down upside down! For others, just
standing at the top and peering over the edge was a
challenge in itself, so everyone was encouraged to
work to their own goals.
A ﬁrm favourite was the Challenge Course, where
children had to work as a team to get themselves
through an obstacle course. The children had to
communicate with each other and come up with a
plan to get through the course. The challenge was
that they had to stand on crates and not touch the
ﬂoor, which was ‘hot lava’! As a team, they had to
pass the crates from one end of the line to the other
without touching the ﬂoor, nego a ng obstacles such
as scramble nets, rope swings and tunnels along the
way.

The responsibility of taking children away on a
residen al is always stressful and hardwork, but as a
teacher, it is also one of the most rewarding parts of
our job. It was a privilege to take Swaledale away and
I could not be more proud of all of the children. A big
thank you to Mrs Reece and Marie Lawley
(grandparent volunteer) for suppor ng us on this trip.
We’re looking forward to next year already!

For many children, the highlight of the trip was the
ra ed canoeing. Ki ed out in helmets and life jackets,
Mrs Goadby
the children canoed across the lake, playing games,
comple ng challenges and racing against each other. Swaledale Class
Much to their amusement, the ac vity ended with the
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Sheepy Memorial Hall

www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall 07443 302 225 sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk

Tickets for all events available from Sheepy Memorial Hall 07443 302 225,
or see the website www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall

HALL BOOKINGS:
Available for par es, family celebra ons and funerals.
Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term bookings.
Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, or look at our website for more details.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER)
Adult Tap Classes: Thursdays 7pm, contact Bonnie 07973 743217
Bead Stars: Just turn up, last Friday monthly 7pm
Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm
Dance Fit: 9:15am Wed, £4 for 1 hour, contact Bonnie 07973 743 217.
Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve monthly 01827 880517
Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 email puppyschool@mail.com, website
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk
Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 10:30am—Bacon and Coﬀee, Sausage and Tea, great chat and
company.
Sheepy Local History Society: mee ngs 2nd Tuesday monthly 7:30pm; plus Research & Cataloguing last
Monday monthly 10am–12 noon in 1st Floor Heritage Room sheepyhistory@b nternet.com
Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30‐9:30pm ‐ Jean Pritche on 07776 298602
Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 10:30–11:30. All comers welcome, just turn up.

Sibson
Village Hall
Looking for somewhere to hold a regular
group or event? Look no further
Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any
occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, oﬀ road
parking and a pleasant outdoor area.
Cost of hire:
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:
£12 per hour; or excluding Main Hall: £7.00 ph
We only charge for the me of the event
Not the prepara on me or cleaning up a erwards
For further details, to check availability, and to book,
please call Brian May on 01827 880511
@Sibson Parish Village Hall
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DATA PRIVACY
NOTICE

To Advertise in the
Gazette, contact the
Editor:
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com

01827 714855
(£1 per column
centimetre per issue,
or £40 a half page)

By submi ng your
details, as an adver ser or
contributor, or in any
other way, and agreeing
to them being published
in the Sheepy Beneﬁce
Gaze e, you accept that
you have given your
consent for your data to
be used and stored as
outlined in Sheepy
Beneﬁce’s Privacy No ce,
a copy of which can be
found on the Beneﬁce
website: h ps://
sheepybeneﬁce.org/
privacy‐no ce
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Emergency Numbers

If you ﬁnd yourself housebound and in
need, please ring one of these
numbers for help:
Sheepy: Good Neighbour Scheme:
07868 005 571 or 01827 881142
Ratcliﬀe: Mrs Pra 01827 714565
Orton: Mrs McKay 01827 880308
Twycross: vacant
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Notes from the Editor
As the summer approaches (yes, honestly), more and more events are on the
horizon for the Benefice area. Take a look at the articles for other villages
featured and you will see plenty of teas and cakes, an open garden, vintage and
classic vehicles on display, even a pizza decoration competition for the children.
Get out there with your cameras and send us lots of good quality photos. Ratcliffe
Culey is holding a competition for the best of that village, so you may even win a
prize!
Please have your news and photos of local events to your village correspondent
(named above) by 12 June for the July/August issue, after which we take a break
for a month.
We’re happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but reserve the
right, as editors, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.
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The Wall of Answered Prayer
An amazing new piece of architecture is being built right here
in the Midlands very close to our Benefice and we can be
involved! The Wall of Answered Prayer is being built as a
National Landmark of Hope, it will be made of one million
bricks with each one representing an answered prayer. The
design and location will soon be announced and building
starts next year. Here’s an extract from the website,
www.thewall.org.uk:

What is the Wall?

Reveal Christ to the nation
Over 140,000 people will drive past this monument daily, and
we estimate that many will visit this site annually. We hope
that as people interrogate the answered prayers and
comprehend the colossal nature of what they are witnessing,
they will personally encounter the God who answers.

The Wall – how we can get involved

The Wall of Answered Prayer will be a piece of public art
about Jesus Christ. This colossal structure will sit by the side
of a motorway, in the Midlands, to be seen by thousands
each day. Each and every one of the million bricks in the
monument will represent an answered prayer which can be
read by visitors to the site and online. We are collecting
answered prayers from across the UK and abroad to provide
future generations with access to the incredible stories of
what God is doing in this generation and has done in past
generations.

The Wall has 3 aims:
Preserve the Christian Heritage of our nation
God has faithfully and powerfully moved throughout the
history of the UK, whether by answering the prayers of St
Augustine in the 6th Century, to the millions of people who
queued up outside churches to pray for the men on the
beaches of Dunkirk. We want to celebrate and remember all
the prayers God has answered throughout our nation’s
history.

Ignite a faith for prayer on a national level
Imagine everyone in the country having free access to a
database of a million answered prayers. They can type in
whatever storm or situation of life that they’re going through,
20

and they’ll be able to see first-hand the God who has done it
before, and is more than faithful enough to do it again. Their
faith will be lifted and encouraged.

The project is searching for a million answered prayers.
Each individual testimony will then be linked to a
specific brick that will sit within the physical structure of
The Wall, and will be used by God to build the faith of
generations, and remind millions of His goodness.
Answered prayers will be displayed anonymously on the
Bricks.
We want our testimonies, from within the Sheepy
Benefice, to become part of The Wall. So, can you
remember times where you cried out to God in a
situation and He answered? Did you witness a powerful
miracle, or have you seen God's faithfulness in the
everyday? Whether it was an immediate answer or you
have had to wait decades, we want to hear about it. If
the answer was exactly what you wanted, not what you
expected, or even a no, we still want to hear it. Please
send us your testimonies so we, as a Benefice, can be
part of this historic project.
How to write your testimony: In no more than 500
words, tell us:
What is was like before?
What did God do?
And what is like now?
Please send your testimony to Alison Melen, Church Warden,
St Botolph’s, Sibson : alison@genysisconsultants.co.uk
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