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Change at the Top for Sheepy School 
After 15 years at the school, Charlotte Ward Lewis has stepped down as Head Teacher at Sheepy 

Church of England Primary School (details page 17).  Here is a selection of photos from her time at 
Sheepy.  Also Page 17—a prayer read at Mrs Ward Lewis’ leaving assembly; and Back Cover—a 

selection of drawings made for her by the children. 

Above: Foundation governors Sue Houghton Avril 
Wilkins & Revd Julia Hargreaves with Charlotte 

(2nd from left). 
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Church Services—March 2017 
(All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org 

Confirmation 
Confirmation marks the point in the Christian journey at which you affirm for yourself the faith 

into which you have been baptized and your intention to live a life of committed discipleship.   
This affirmation is confirmed through prayer and the laying on of hands by the confirming bishop.  The 

Church also asks God to give you power, through the Holy Spirit, to enable you to live in the way of Jesus.  

The Bishop of Leicester has released dates for our Deanery Confirmation service, and it is to be at 

Holy Trinity Church, Hinckley on Sunday 11 June [evening] 
Confirmations … if you would like to be confirmed, or wish to explore this further,  

please speak with  Revd. Julia. 

2017 Lent Gatherings 

Remaining with the Pilgrim course material, this year 
in the 'Grow' stage [so we're progressing!], we shall 

be looking at 'The Eucharist'.  ALL welcome to one or 
more sessions...just join us when you can. 

All Wednesdays:  8, 15, 22, 29 March, 5, 12 April  

All Saints Church, Sheepy, 7.30pm 

Revd Julia 
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View From the Pulpit 
A Reflection posted on Christian Aid’s website… 

Finding unity 
The UK is heading towards 
the triggering of Article 50 
and exit from the European 

Union.  In the United States, President Trump will be 
settling into the White House.  Wars continue to rage 
across the Middle East, causing a global refugee crisis 
on an unprecedented scale. 

Our lectionary readings for this month turn time and 
time again to the divisions which afflict our world. 

The church at Corinth was rent with factions and 
divisions.  Paul reminds them that their faith is built 
not on his leadership or that of Apollos, but upon 
Christ and his sacrificial love. 

Human disputes are set firmly in the context of God's 
divine rule.  Winners are not to lord it over losers.  
The rich are not to oppress the poor and should 
ensure that their actions are just, in accordance with 
God's laws. 

In a world where a President is elected but loses the 
popular vote, or where a country’s future is decided 
by just 51.9% of the population, both winners and 
losers need to remember that it is those who fear the 
Lord who are blessed. 

When Jesus, in Matthew 5, urges us to love 
our enemies, he sets a standard up to which 
humanity has consistently failed to live. 

The ever-growing refugee crisis, to which Christian 
Aid is responding in Greece, Serbia, war-torn Syria 
and Iraq, as well as the under-reported crises in South 
Sudan and Democratic Republic of Congo, are 
testament to this failure. 

If we do not live by these standards, though, our faith 
is like salt which has lost its saltiness; our fasting is 
worth no more than the hypocrites highlighted by 
Isaiah who use their fasting to further their own 
interest. 

Rich and poor, powerful and powerless, winners and 
losers are all urged to look to God and the values 
expressed both in the law, of which Jesus came not to 
abolish a jot or a tittle, and in the life of Christ who 
gave himself on the Cross. 

We end the month transformed, or transfigured, on 
the mountaintop where Peter, James, John, Moses 
and Elijah are all illuminated by the glory of God, as 
revealed in the Son in whom God is well pleased. 

As we unite with others around the world to 
tackle violence and build peace, and as we lift 
our voices in unity to call on banks to use our 
money for good rather than fuel climate 
change, may we know the transfiguring, and 
unifying, presence of God's glory among us. 

Reflection is written by Tim Presswood.   
Tim is Transitional Regional Minister for the North 
Western Baptist Association. 

Every Blessing 
Revd. Julia 

The 1928 Diary of Revd. William 
George Southwell MA. 

Rector of Sheepy & Ratcliffe 1888 -1929 

Extracts from the diary…. throughout the year 

Wednesday 21st March 1928 

Easterly wind, a lot of rain in the night, dull and cloudy 

I buried George Charles Eyden, age 82 at 3pm 

I sent off to the Diocesan Surveyor the Builders’ receipt 
for £137.15.5 

This concludes repairs on Rectory, Hall Farm, Cool Hill, and 
Ratcliffe Glebe. 

Paid Mary Tonks 5s for Washing 

Monday 26th March 1928 

Wind NW & SW. beautiful day 

Confirmation at Twycross 3pm. 

All my candidates were there [10] ten given in school. 

The Bishop was very friendly with me. 

7pm took chair of a meeting of school managers for this 
district.  

About 30 persons present. 

The Director of Education outlined a scheme for a central 
school.  

Wood of Witherley presented his scheme. 

Others spoke.  There was a discussion of some use.. 

No resolution was attempted. 

A most surprising note of thanks was given me as 
chairman and loud clapping of hands, 

Briggs had supper here. 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/lections.php?year=A&season=Epiphany
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/refugee-crisis
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/refugee-crisis
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/programme-policy-practice/what-we-do/tackling-violence-building-peace
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/campaigns/climate-change/the-big-shift
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/campaigns/climate-change/the-big-shift
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View From a Sibson Pew 
Greetings from sunny 
Sibson, where the 
snowdrops are putting on 
a pretty display and 
showing off our new 
driveway.  In this month’s 
view from the pew our 

“Junior Church Warden” Josh Melen (nothing like 
keeping it in the family!) reveals some interesting 
facts about the patron saint of our church. 

Do please come and visit us for a warm Sibson 
welcome at our service, held on the second Sunday 
of every month—there's usually cake or, if you're 
really lucky, Liz Farmer’s homemade biscuits! 
         Alison Melen, Church Warden, Sibson 
 

St Botolph: A Short History 
St Botolph's church has been present (albeit in one 
form or another) on the site it currently occupies in 
our village since the 12th century, and has seen the 
entirety of Sibson's surprisingly diverse history from 
highwaymen (Dick Turpin's sleepover in the Cock Inn) 
to regicide (Peter Temple, born in Sibson c1599 and 
imprisoned for his part in the execution of Charles I) 
unfold.  This is all very well and good, but to 
parishioners of Sibson, the question always arises—
who in fact was St Botolph? 

While there are several conflicting accounts detailing 
the Saint's origins and how he came to receive his 
Canonisation, what most sources agree on is that 
Botolph was one of the earliest, if not the first, great 
East Anglian Saint, having lived in the 7th century AD.  
Botolph was educated as a Catholic in France, and 
after this he returned to East Anglia to preach.  King 

Anna of East Anglia 
(King of the east 
Angles, sometimes 
spelt Onna, who 
ruled from the early 
640s until his death 
in battle in 653 AD) 
gave Botolph a piece of land on which to build a 
monastery in Boston (“BOtolph'S TOwN”—makes 
sense now!) as a result of his action against “devils of 
the swamps” surrounding the area.  The marshland in 
the area emitted luminous gases at night, Botolph 
had the land drained and consequently the gases or 
“swamp devils” disappeared, hence his fame in the 
area.  St Botolph was buried in his monastery but, 
when the monastery was ransacked by Danish 
invaders, King Edgar had the remains of the Saint split 
into three parts: some to Ely, some to Thorney and 
some to Westminster Abbey.  

So what relevance does this have to Sibson church? 
Well, there are in fact over 70 churches (as well as 5 
villages) that are named after the Saint in the UK, 
many of them being named in honour of him due to 
the Saint's remains being brought through the area 
en route to their final resting place.  This is perhaps 
why St Botolph became the “Patron Saint of 
Wayfarers”, and why his reputation increased more 
after his death, spreading to churches like Sibson who 
honoured the Saint by dedicating their church to him. 
This then answers the question, “who was St 
Botolph?”—the individual who contributed to the 
foundation of Boston and, through his legacy as a 
Saint, influenced as far as our village of Sibson.  
      Joshua Melen, Junior Churchwarden, Sibson  

Out of the 80 million Easter eggs sold in this part of 
the world every year, The Real Easter Egg is the only 
one which has an Easter story booklet in the box, is 
made of Fairtrade chocolate and makes a donation to 
charity from its sales. 

The Real Easter Egg was launched in 2010 but at first 
all the supermarkets turned it down.  It was left to 

churches and church schools to place orders and fund 
The Meaningful Chocolate Company to begin making 
The Real Easter Egg.  To date, more than one million 
eggs have been sold, with 750,000 of these sent 
directly to churches and schools. 

This success has meant the production of Fairtrade 
chocolate has moved to the UK and over £250,000 
has been donated to charity. 

Where to buy 
You can buy the blue Original egg from Tesco, 
Waitrose, or Morrisons.  Christian bookshops and 
some cathedrals also have stock.   

See the full range or order online at: 
www.realeasteregg.co.uk 

http://www.realeasteregg.co.uk
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Orton News 
News from Twycross Parish Council 

(Affecting Orton & Twycross) 

a) Play Areas—we have appointed Leicestershire CC 
to maintain the play areas and the “Green” in Orton 
on the Hill in the coming year.  Following last year’s 
problems we decided to appoint an experienced 
contractor who should be able to provide a much 
better service.  The purchase of the Twycross play 
area from the Crown Estate is proceeding, to ensure 
it remains available for unrestricted public use. 

b) Budget 2017/18—just over £16,000 agreed.  This 
will allow us to maintain the play areas from March 
to October; provide a grant to our three churches 
towards their grounds maintenance costs; and 
continue to employ our excellent clerk.  Most 
households will pay around £1 a week or less for our 
parish council services.   

c) Phone Boxes- our iconic phone boxes in Norton 
and Orton have been cleaned and painted.  We’ve 
asked BT not to remove the payphone in Twycross. 

d) High Speed Two (HS2)—shortly before Christmas 
the government announced its preferred route for 
HS2.  It is now slightly closer to our villages, but it still 
seems unlikely that noise from the rail line will be a 
problem if it is built.  We will work with others to 
minimise any problems for local residents during the 
construction period.  You can comment on the 
proposals at www.gov.uk/hs2  Comments must be 
submitted by 9th March 2017. 

e) Changes in local hospital and health services—
“Sustainability and transformation plans” produced 
by 44 NHS areas in England could affect local hospital 
7 health services.  To be discussed at our March 
meeting.  There are more details on-line. 

f) Planning—we continue to comment on major 
planning issues.  Before Christmas, we objected to an 
application for 3 new houses in Wood Lane.  I am 
pleased to report that the planning inspectorate has 
now upheld Hinckley and Bosworth’s decision to 
refuse the application.   

We thank our local Councillors Ivan Ould and Kevin 
Morrell, together with our MP David Tredinnick, for 
their help on local issues.  Parish Council meetings 
are held every 2 months and are open to everyone. 
Details of the meetings are on the parish council’s 
website:  http://www.parish-council.com/Twycross 

Alan Davies, Parish Councillor for 
Norton Juxta Twycross: Cock Lane, 01827 880277 

Spring 60 Minute Makeover 
If you've seen the 
TV programme, 
you know how this 
works.  We need 
an army of people, 
young and older, 
male and female, 
to give up an hour 

of their time on Saturday 
1 April (this is not an April Fool 
joke!) from 10-11am, to help 
spring-clean the church, both 
inside and out.   

Bring your dusters and 
strimmers and help us spruce 
up our lovely community 
church and churchyard—it will 
be fun!! 

AGM of Orton DCC  
This will be held on Monday 3 April at 7.30pm in 
church.   

Everyone is welcome to come along and inspect our 
annual accounts and maybe you will be inspired to 
join us—please note that no-shows among current 
members will be co-opted for another year! 

http://www.gov.uk/hs2
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Mrs C A Parkes 

MCSP SRP 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

  

Member of Health Professions Council 

  

Orton House Physiotherapy 

Orton House Farm 

Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR 

  

Mobile: 0789 996 6214 

Telephone: 01827 880238 
  

Member of the Organisation of 

Chartered Physiotherapists 

in Private Practice 

Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey 
01827 715701 

Cosy, warm, country pub 
serving real ales,  
fine wines and  

freshly prepared,  
home cooked cuisine. 

Lunchtime menu:  
2 Mains for £12  
(excluding Sunday) 

View our menus online at: 

www.gate-ratcliffe.co.uk 

Open Monday 5-10pm 

Tues–Fri 12–2:30pm & 5–11pm 

Saturday 12 noon–11pm 

Sunday 12 noon–8pm 

Lunch: Tues-Fri 12–2, Sat 12–3 

Traditional Sun Lunch 12–3:30 

Evening meals Weds–Sat 6–9 

Renovation Experts 
 

High class builder with 30yrs experience 

offering specialist services 

Refurbishment & restoration of traditional 
properties using reclaimed materials & 

traditional building methods 

Barn conversions 

Orangeries/oak conservatories 

Farm houses 

Extensions & alterations 

Luxury period bathrooms 

Bespoke hand-made kitchens 
 

See our range of green oak garden furniture at  

www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk 
 

01827 881085 or 07875 498628 

email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Self Service  

Milk Vending Machine 

Come and try our natural milk, 
produced by the cows at Manor Farm, 

Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey CV9 3NY 

Open 7am to 7pm 

Only £1 per litre 

1Ltr reusable glass bottles and 
2Ltr plastic containers available 

or bring your own container 

 

 

 
 

Restore your inner peace with  
a relaxing treatment 

*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT 

*Indian Head Massage 

*Hot Stones Massage 

Call JILLY on 07971 488690 
Reiki Master and Teacher 
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Ratcliffe Culey News 
Ratcliffe Friendship Club 

The AGM will be held on Wednesday 1st March at 
7.30 pm at 11 Main Rd. 

We are looking forward to planning an interesting 
programme for the forthcoming year.   

New members would be very welcome, please ring 
Juliet on 01827 713766. 

Churchyard 
In spite of the grey and dreary 
weather there is a brave 
display of snowdrops (“fair 
maids of February”) in the 
corner of the churchyard 
nearest to Manor Farm.   

These were customarily used to celebrate the Feast 
of Candlemas on 2 February. 

Future Events 

   Coffee Morning 
This will be held on Wednesday  
15 March, 10 am to 12 noon in the 
church room 

Quiz Night 
This will take place on Friday 28 April 
at 7:30 pm in the church room.  The 
usual format: a maximum of 4 per 
table at £2.50 per head; refreshments 
will be provided but please bring your 
own drinks. 

Electoral Roll 
The church Electoral Roll is now due for its annual 
update.  New forms to apply for inclusion on the 
revised roll will be available.  Anyone wishing to join 
the roll should request an application form from 
Richard Jones (01827 713766). 

Annual Church Meeting 
This will take place on Thursday 16 March at 7:30 pm 
in the Church Room.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  
The accounts and church reports will be presented 
and wardens and committee members elected. 

Lane Setting 
This will be on the evening of 20 April at The Gate. 

Next Services 
Sunday 26 February, Holy Communion 10am 
Mothering Sunday 26 March, Holly Communion 10am 

Richard Jones 

Shenton News 
Candlemas this 
year was 
celebrated at 
Shenton Church 
in a service led 
by Rev Julia 
Hargreaves.  
Some members of the choir also came along and it 
was lovely to have a choir again in our church.  The 
service was very well attended and it was lovely to 
hear from one or two of the congregation that they 
had not been before to this beautiful church but 
would certainly come again.  Our next service will 
be at Easter and we normally have a very good turn 
out.  If you have not been to a service at Shenton 
why not come along. It's a beautiful building and a 
lovely place to worship. 

In a couple of months time we hope to start work 
on a major renovation project which will remedy 
problems with the roof to the tower and the 
rainwater goods.  Also, additional work to the tower 
stonework is necessary but once this has been done 
the main problems facing the structure of the 
building will have been remedied.  This has been 
some years in the planning and so it will be great to 
actually start the project.  Tenders for the work 
have been received and the main contractor will be 
appointed soon. 

Charles Wollaston, Churchwarden Shenton 

Items from Witherley Parish 
Council Minutes: 

 A farm in Ratcliffe Culey has had batteries 
stolen. 

 2 white transit type vans are travelling the 
area’s farms and villages in a suspicious way, 
anyone who sees registration numbers 
YR51LHO and ?NO7JKF (the first letter is not 
known) should report them to the police. 

 Accessibility of T34 Footpath, petition 
circulated to ascertain local opinion.  Survey 
completed.  Due process to be followed. 

 Sketchley Lane traffic calming issue in hand 
with Traffic and Signals Manager, LCC 
Highways.  

 Way-marker for church ordered, to be housed 
on lamp post 6. 

 Vehicle Activated Speed machine faulty, to be 
returned for repair. 
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Lawn 
Care 

Garden 
Maintenance 

Contact Clive on: 
Tel    01827 713379 
Mob  07971 646107 

Cleaning 
Paths & 
Paving 

Rubbish 
Removal 

Tree Pruning 
Hedge  
Trimming 

Weeding 

 

BOB’S  

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 

01827 711963 or 

07400700767 

Evenings/Weekends 

No Problem 

Insurance Cert Supplied 

Fully Insured 
Member of Institute of Chimney Sweeps 

157 Main Road, Baxterley 

Sheepy News (cont from p9) 

Lab Cote Windows 
Upvc windows, Doors, Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits Guttering 

Deal direct with the Company owner.  We do not use sales reps and we prepare 
written quotes for your consideration.  Established over 35 years. 

Energy saving  A-Rated Windows as standard.  Triple glazing also available. 

We offer free no obligation advice to prevent expensive mistakes. 

CERTASS approved (to issue Document L Building Control Certificates.) 

Please ask for our free Company Checklist to help you make your decision, we will be happy to 
send you a copy without obligation.  Contact us to see if we can help, you will be glad you did! 

Tel 01827 881531   Mobile 07932 996745 
www.labcotewindows.co.uk   E mail labcotewindows @aol.com 

Experienced 
cleaner 

available 
complete with references 

Tel: Anne 01827 875905 

Sheepy Local History Society 
At February’s meeting, a short film made in 1943 was 
shown, entitled “Power on the Land”, demonstrating how 
advances in technology & machinery helped modernise 
agriculture.  This was followed by slideshows & discussions 
on the probable floor layouts of 32-36 Ratcliffe Lane from 
the late 16th century to 20th century & the table setting/
menu for George IV’s coronation in 1821.  

Items on display included: 1728 Will of John Clark of Little 
Sheepy; original Minton Tile dated 1850 from the church; 
December 1914 Illustrated War News; 1948 original 
wayleave agreement at Sheepy School; 1917 & 1930s 
original postcards; 1965 article featuring M Davies MBE of 
Ratcliffe & H Greenfield of Harris Bridge; etc. 

The next meeting is on Tuesday 14th March at 7.30pm at 
Sheepy Memorial Hall.  Next cataloguing/research session is 
on Monday 27th March, 10am to 12 noon in the Heritage 
Room at the Memorial Hall.  

Details of the content of the monthly meetings appear on 
Sheepy Parish Council website or the History Society’s 
facebook page nearer the time or you can be added to our 
mailing list to receive details. Contact: Lynne Percival 01827 
880721 or sheepyhistory@btinternet.com 

SHEEPY VILLAGE SALE 
is returning 

Bank Holiday Monday 1 May 
10am–2pm 

In brief, if you have something to sell: furniture, toys, 
bric a brac, why not set up a stall on your drive, 
in your garage or garden, or even rent a table 

in Sheepy Memorial Hall? 

Also new this year “Spot the Sheep Trail” 

It only costs £10 to register. 

All proceeds in aid of  Sheepy Memorial Hall  

A village map will be provided for the event with your 
sale listed.  Each house in Sheepy Magna & Sheepy 

Parva will soon receive more information including  a 
registration form. 

For more information contact: 
Janet on 01827 881142 or 

Kate on 07712 421 832 

http://www.labcotewindows.co.uk
mailto:sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
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Sheepy News 
Sheepy Magna Ladies’ Group 

SUBS STAY AT £12 FOR ANOTHER YEAR!! 

Have you ever thought about joining a group, but are put 
off by high subscriptions when you are not able to make 
every meeting?  Sheepy Ladies’ Group is keeping 
subscriptions to £12 for another year.  We also try to use 
local speakers; it’s amazing how many talented people live 
in our midst!  So, come along, give us a try and see what 
you think.  We offer a wide range of different speakers, 
trips out, evenings at the theatre and delicious suppers. 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 15 March, which is 
our AGM. 

We meet on the third Wednesday of each month, at 
7:30pm, in Sheepy Memorial Hall.  New members and 
visitors are always welcome, as are ideas for speakers.  For 
more information about forthcoming events or the group 
in general, call Sue on 01827 880517 or Pat on 01827 
880627. 

Sheepy WI 
At our last monthly meeting, Sheepy WI were taught some 
of the basics of Tai Chi by Maureen Parker of De Ville’s 
Studio in Long Street, Atherstone.  Tai Chi combines deep 
breathing and relaxation with slow and gentle movements.  

If this event sounds interesting we’d love you to come and 
join us.  We meet at Sheepy Memorial Hall on the 4th 
Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.  The next meeting is 28 
March 2017 when we will be learning how to make 
sausages with Matt from Bates Butchers in Atherstone.  If 
you need further details please contact Juliet on 07553 055 
787 

Sheepy WI also invite you to a Fundraising Fashion Show 
& Shopping Event, favourite brands up to 75% off, sizes 6-
30—Mon 3 April, Red Lion, Atherstone, 7:30pm start.  
Tickets £2.50 call 07932 615233 

Dates to Save: 

Sheepy Village Sale 
This is back again this year and will be held on Bank Holiday 
Monday 1 May, 10am–2pm—details page 8. 

Christian Aid Week 14-20 May 
No envelope collection in Sheepy, but a Soup & Bread 
Lunch on Sat 20 May, 12–2pm, all welcome, donations 
to support Christian Aid’s charity work. 

 

(Sheepy Local History Society—p8) 

(Future of No7 Bus—p11) 

(Good Neighbour Scheme—p11) 

Thanks To The Bellringers 
Services at All Saints, Sheepy, are announced by a hard-
working band of bellringers who perform every Sunday.  
One member of the congregation even stopped halfway 
up the path to record the bells on his phone.  Now there’s 
a ring tone to be proud of! Practice night is Monday at 
7:30pm.  Pop in and watch.  Have a go and learn a new 
skill. 

Mothers’ Union 
2 March, 2pm at the home of Mrs Gillian Greenwood.  
Our speaker will be Rev. Pam Harvey.  We will also be 
having our usual bring and buy stall. 

Open House 
20 March, 1pm.  Our annual Soup and Bread lunch.  
Please note change of time.  It will be held at the home of 
Mrs Jean Negus, Moat House, Sheepy Parva.  The cost will 
be £3.50 and all the proceeds go to Tear Fund. 

Tuesday Church 
Tuesday Church is an informal service 
with music, a story and a craft activity.  It 
is held on the second Tuesday of the 
month, at 1:30pm in Sheepy Church. 

Reception children from Sheepy Primary School attend, 
but this service is open to all pre-school children and their 
carers.  The next service is on Tuesday 14 March.  If you 
care for a young child, why not come along and have 
some fun?  All helpers are fully DBS checked. 

Open The Book 
Open the Book is a series of Bible stories 
presented weekly by small teams to the 
children of Sheepy Primary School.  There are 
ten volunteers who take part, which means 
that we are only committed to two or three 

times each half term.  We usually meet in Church on a 
Monday morning to rehearse, and then “perform” in 
school on Wednesday morning.  Each session takes about 
half an hour.  If you would like to be involved in this 
rewarding experience please contact Revd. Julia 
Hargreaves or Sue Houghton on 01827 880517.  All 
volunteers are fully DBS checked. 

Meetings To Remember 
We are entering the season of Annual Church Meetings 
(ACMs).  Like AGMs but for the church.  Each church has 
its own ACM when the District Church Council will report 
and Sheepy’s ACM is on Thursday 9 March in Church at 
7.30pm.  

Then the whole Sheepy Benefice has an ACM on Monday 
24 April in Orton Church when the Parochial Church 
Council will make its report.  

These are public meetings and everybody is welcome to 
attend.  
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FENCE MAN JOHN 

 

 

 
 

FOR POST AND RAIL FENCING  

THAT LOOKS "THE PART" 

DESIGNED AND BUILT  

TO "DO THE JOB" AND LAST 
 

Feather edge, post & rail, picket 
fencing; panels supplied/fitted  

Post repair specialist 

Rose arches, raised beds, 
planters, screens 

Garden gates made to order 

Garden woodworking solutions 
 

No job too small 
 

All jobs surveyed free first 

Written estimate within 7 days 
 

Stoke Golding 

Call John on 01455 212984  

or Mob 07890 070681 

www.fencemanjohn.co.uk 

MG EVANS & SONS LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

  

Holmville House, Long Street, Atherstone CV9 1AX 
Telephone: 01827-713240 – 24 hours 

  

20 Albert Rd, Tamworth B79 7JN 
Telephone: 01827-310035 – 24 hours 

  

Established 1969 – Over 45 years in business 

Rolls Royce Hearse 
Horse Drawn Hearse 

www.mgevansandsons.co.uk 

GOLDEN CHARTER FUNERAL PLANS 
Jaguar Limousines 

H. M. G. 

Driveways 
Tarmac and Block-paved 

Driveways 

Patios 

Fencing, Garden Walls 

Dropped Kerbs with  
council planning 

Conservatory or Garage Bases 

Plus all of types of brickwork 

Free estimates 
Pay on completion 

Telephone: 01455 612562 

Mobile: 07599 852204. 

Pinwall Garden Services 

Call Dan on 07931 506613 
 

Regular garden maintenance 

One-off tidy ups 

Tree and Shrub pruning 

Grass and hedge cutting 

All types of weed control 

Fencing work 

 

 
 

Satellite, Aerial & Telephone 
Problems Solved 

Aerials installed from £50.00 
Extra TV Points from £40.00 
Telephone Points from £70.00 

CCTV systems fitted 
Some repairs only £20.00! 

MAGIC EYES for Sky, BT Vision & Virgin 
(watch in another room and change channel from there) 

Plasma & LCD TVs fixed to walls 
Hiding cables our speciality. 

Call Peter Stockton on 01827 830391  
or 07973 364478 
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Community News 

Scams and Crimes 
More warnings, from Action Fraud, Neighbourhood 
Alert, the Police and elsewhere, of potential scams 
etc. to be aware of (continued next column) 

 If you live near to a church or school, Leicestershire 
Police is asking you to be their eyes and ears and to 
report suspicious behaviour. Metals, such as lead 
and copper, remain very attractive to thieves, who 
often target roofs of churches and schools and 
remove materials worth several thousand pounds. 

Inspector Gavin Drummond said: 

 “Metal theft affects the heart of our communities 
and I’m asking everyone to be more vigilant and to 
help us prevent it from happening. 

 “Please report any suspicious behaviour or 
unplanned activity that you find out about at your 
church or school, so that we can then check that 
this activity is genuine.  Activity may include 
building work, workmen in hi-vis jackets or vans 
and trucks being loaded with metal, particularly if it 
is in a remote location or where buildings are 
hidden away.” 

The Future of the No 7 Bus 
(Affects Twycross & Sheepy) 

The No 7 bus is one of four routes supported by the 
County Council and run by community 
bus partnerships.  They will be reviewed 
at the end of March 2018 and decisions 
will be made about their future. 

Unlike the other routes, the No 7 route 
was halved in length to save money which has 
inconvenienced many users especially at the 
Northern end.  However, the route is now less 
circuitous and the time table easy to remember.  It 
also offers a service earlier and later in the day.  

The bus partnership hoped that the altered service 
would be used for those without their own 
transport to get to work or to use the leisure 
facilities at Atherstone or Measham. 

The bus provides a link for many people for 
shopping, socialising and accessing other vital 
services including the main line railway at 
Atherstone. 

A survey has been produced which we hope will be 
returned to allow the Bus Partnership to assess how 
the service is used and if any changes should be 
made. 

Please look out for the survey that is being delivered 
and complete it— even if you don’t use the bus 
service.  It is important that we get your feedback. 

For more information on the No 7 Community Bus 
Partnership, please contact:  cbp@ruralcc.org.uk 

 

CAN YOU HELP SHEEPY MAGNA’S 
GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME? 

What is a good neighbour scheme? 

The Rural Community Council [RCC] in Leics and 
Rutland is initiating the Good Neighbour Scheme, a 
community project led by volunteers who give their 
time to their neighbours who could do with a bit of 

help with a certain task. 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS WHO ARE 
INTERESTED IN JOINING SHEEPY’S GOOD 

NEIGHBOUR VOLUNTEER ARMY 

How does it work? 

A neighbour in need of help contacts the scheme and 
is then teamed with a volunteer happy to help who is 

suitable for that particular task.  Tasks for example 
include befriending, taking to local appointments, 
gardening, dog walking, odd jobs, to name a few. 

HELP CAN ONLY BE GIVEN IF HELP IS OFFERED 

PLEASE, PLEASE consider supporting your 
neighbours, one day someone you know  

may need help! 

For more information or to offer your services please 
ring Janet Kavanagh for more details  on 

01827881142    THANKYOU 

Unwanted downloads on your computer 
 Beware when downloading software programs 

(even updates to existing ones like Adobe Flash 
Player, or Reader).  The vendor may sneakily trick 
you into downloading other programs (toolbars, 
browsers, apps etc.) you didn’t want, by way of 
pre-ticked non-descript boxes you may easily 
overlook. 

 This can happen at the start, but often happens 
after the download, when you run the 
downloaded installation or setup program. 

 Before accepting the “Default” or “Most common” 
installation options, check what that includes. 

 Vigilance is always required: Only download 
directly from the original vendor and check for 
options before the download and during the 
install. 
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JAMIE EDWARDS 
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR 

  

Tel: 01827 881098 
Mobile: 07900 908007 

Sibson 

  

Riversmeet Veterinary 
Centre 

Comprehensive care for all your pets 

 Extensive range of clinical facilities 

 24 hour local emergency service 

 Client parking at both surgeries 
 Home visit service 

  
TAMWORTH 

27 Lichfield Street 
Tel: 01827 63841 

 
ATHERSTONE 

Station House, Long Street 
Tel: 01827 720720 

 

High Class Interior & Exterior 

Painting & Decorating 

M D Matthews 
  

Telephone: 01827-718974 
Mobile: 07946-731649 

Email:  
mdmatt@btinternet.com 

PRIME BEEF & LAMB 
LOCALLY PRODUCED 

Licensed to deal in game 

             BATES OF  
    ATHERSTONE LTD 

6 Market Street, Atherstone 
Telephone: 01827 713175 

 

OAKEY & MILLER 
GARDENING SERVICES 

 
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding, 

Hedge cutting, Slab laying, Fencing 

No job too small 
 

Call ROBERT on 07814 586013  
or STUART on 07478349521 

for a free quote 

MKS Décor 
 

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN 
 

For a FREE quotation contact 

Matthew on: 07816 428929 

email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk  

Softleys 
in the Square 

Market Bosworth 
Telephone:  

01455 290464 
All menus available to view online or telephone us 

Accommodation available from £69.00 

Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26 

A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner 

Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16 

email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com 
www.softleys.com 

 

SMITHS GARAGE LTD 
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE 

CV9 3NB 
  

 NEW & USED CAR SALES 

 SERVICE & MOT TESTING 

 ACCIDENT REPAIRS 

 FORD PARTS SALES 
 

OPENING HOURS: 
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm 
Saturday 8:00am to 5:00pm 

  

TELEPHONE 
01827-712156 

Gardener Wanted 
Gardener needed for 2 properties 

for a total of 6 hours a week at  
£8 per hour. 

Would suit retired person. 

Please contact Patrick on 
01827881169 
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Sibson News 

Sibson Village Hall 

Looking for somewhere to hold a  
regular group or event? 

 

Look no further… 
 

Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire  
for any occasion,  

with a fully equipped kitchen, off road parking and a 
pleasant outdoor area.   

 

Cost of hire: 
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:  

£12 per hour  
(as above but excluding Main Hall: £6.50 per hour) 

 

We only charge for the time of the event 
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards 

 

For further details, to check availability, and to book  
Please call Brian May on 01827 880511 

or Email sibsonvh@mail.com 
 

 
@Sibson Parish Village Hall 

DCC Annual Church Meeting 
Our Annual Church meeting will be held on Monday 
27 March at 7:30pm in The Cock Inn, Sibson. 

All Welcome. 

Flower Festival 
We are having a Flower Festival in church on 
Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th June. 

We require volunteers to flower arrange, bake cakes, 
serve refreshments, collect items and run tombola. 
Watch this space for more details next month. 

Easter Lilies In 
Memoriam 

If you wish to make a 
donation to the Easter lilies in 
memory of a loved one, 
please place your gift in an envelope with your name 
and the name of the loved one, and deliver it to 
Anne Bond at Vine Cottage, Sheepy Road, Sibson not 
later than 3 April.  Thank you. 

mailto:sibsonvh@mail.com
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To Advertise in the Gazette, contact the Editor:  
Helen Anderton 

helenca@waitrose.com 
01827 714855 

(£1 per column centimetre per issue, or £40 a half page) 

 

We are the area’s leading stockists of accessories and components: 

01827 

      716111 
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Twycross News 
St James’ Church 

The kitchen and WC project 
We are delighted to announce that, after many years 
of effort and struggle, we have now raised sufficient 
funds to authorise commencement of work on 
installing a small kitchen and WC in St James’ Church. 

How has this been achieved? 

For over five years, the Church Council members have 
strived to raise money themselves through numerous 
events such as cake sales, musical items at the 
church, donations, Christmas fairs, harvest festivals, 
ride and stride etc. etc.  And we have raised 25% of 
the funds needed. 

But clearly we were never going to achieve this on 
our own.  So after a year of grant applications, we 
owe many thanks to the following bodies: 

The National Churches Trust 

Leicester Diocese Capital fund 

Helen Jean Cope Trust 

Edith Murphy Foundation 

Garfield Weston Foundation 

Jack Patson Trust 

Geo Ward Charitable Trust 

Florence Turner Trust 

J R Corah Foundation 

All Churches Trust 

These bodies have very kindly donated varying 
amounts, from £500 to £10,000, to our small church 
in the middle of our small village at Twycross. 
Generosity and kindness of spirit indeed. 

We have selected our contractors and hopefully work 
will commence in early March . In this year of 2017, 
we will achieve a major step forward for our church 
in Twycross.  Watch out for future announcements re 
a “Grand opening”, when we hope many villagers, 
friends and helpers will come and look around the 
church and its new facilities.   

David Horobin, Twycross DCC. 

49 CLUB winners 
Maurice Holmes, James Borley, Denise Hughes and a 
spare number (it could have been you!) 

Congratulations to all and thanks for your support.   

If you would like to join, please call Audrey on 
01827 880035.  

Next subs are due 11 March 2017. 

Staging /shelving wanted! 
St. James’ Church is need of some storage in its bell 
tower.  If you have any spare, please contact Audrey 
on 01827 880035. 

Twycross House School 
Pictured here, and looking deservedly proud, are four 
pupils who recently visited St James’ Palace to receive 
their Gold Duke of Edinburgh Awards. From left to 
right: 

Declan Cartwright, 
Samantha Borley, 
James Borley (all 
residents of 
Twycross) and 
Daniel Shakeshaft.  
Well done all! 

 

Twycross Parish Council News 
Please see page 5 for a summary of news from the 
civil parish council, which covers Twycross, Orton and 
Norton Juxta Twycross. 

(Future of No7 Bus—see p11) 

‘30’ Stickers for your Wheelie Bin 
Traffic speed through the village remains a problem, 
so Leicestershire Police have provided ‘30mph’ 
stickers to affix to wheelie bins to remind drivers of 
the speed limit.   

If you live alongside the A444, Sheepy Road or Orton 
Lane, and feel that a sticker on your bin could be 
displayed in a prominent but safe position on 
Thursdays, I have a few more to distribute, so please 
contact me.  

Jayne 07887 505254 

Plant Sale—Advance Notice 
Look out for the Twycross plant swap and plant sale 

in May.  There will 
be drinks and 
cakes too!  Would 
anyone be able to 
volunteer helping 
us grow 
seedlings? 

Please contact Katie Hebbes, if interested.  
Tel 01827 880 480  or  katiehebbes@yahoo.co.uk 

tel:01827%20880035
tel:01827%20880035
tel:01827%20880480
mailto:katiehebbes@yahoo.co.uk
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Maths Tuition 
Available for AS, A Level,  

GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs 

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958 

 

www.francescasinclair.co.uk 

Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk 

Telephone 07901 547360 

TUCK & PIN 

Clothing & Household 
Alterations 

Free home collection & 
delivery service.  
Competitive Prices. Free 
estimates & advice. 

CAROL GOODRIDGE 

01827 720896 

Mob: 07935 060 393 

Ladies fashions & 
accessories to suit all 
ages & sizes up to 26. 

Mastectomy & larger 
fitting bras available. 

We have a range of 
head-wear for ladies 
going through 
chemotherapy or 
other hair loss. 

Scarf tying demos. 
 

 

01827 768194 

55 Long St Atherstone CV9 1AZ 

Bee-Bold-Bee-Beautiful 

Private Tuition 
since 2004 by  

fully qualified teacher 

A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology 

GCSE Maths & Sciences 

Home schooling, adult learners &  

teacher training support 

Dr Alan Wood 
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk 

Tel: 01827 719923 

Have you thought of advertising your business 
or service in the Sheepy Benefice Gazette? 

You will reach every household in Sheepy, 
Ratcliffe Culey, Sibson, Shenton,  

Orton and Twycross. 

Our rates are very affordable—just £1 per column 
centimetre.  So a box 6cm square would be just £6 per issue 
and if you want something 2 columns wide, just double it.  

This box, for example, could be yours for £20 per issue.  

We can design an ad for you or use your own artwork. 

Contact the Editor, Helen Anderton  
helenca@waitrose.com or 01827 714855 

TIM HARDING 

Your Local Electrician 
 

no job too small or large 

FREE advice  

& quotations 
 

Telephone 

07977 012940 or 01827 880473 

Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna, 

Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ 

Sarah Grove 
Language & Training Consultant 
French, German, Spanish & English 

Study support & private tuition 
One to one and group work 

CV and interview preparation 

Price upon application 
07973 353794 

grove_sarah@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Handcrafted Cupcakes & 
Celebration Cakes! 

Vintage china and cutlery hire 

All cakes freshly made to order 
with locally sourced ingredients 

where possible 
 

For further details or to discuss these and  
other catering requirements 

Contact Jane in Sheepy on: 
01827 880996  or  07870 934 192 

www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery 

www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk 

mailto:the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
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Goodbye Mrs Ward Lewis 

After 15 years of teaching at Sheepy Magna CofE Primary 
School, Mrs Ward Lewis has said her farewells.  She has 
left in order to pursue a career with the Diocese of 
Birmingham, working with the church schools that they look 
after.   

She has touched the lives of so many people in our 
community and I know that everyone will have their own 
special memories.  Each pupil and staff member contributed 
to her final assembly, which was well attended by current 
parents and governors.  It was a lovely send-off and 
everyone worked very hard to create poems, songs, prayers, 
a rap, a film and a slideshow to remind us all of the times we 
have all shared.  (See front cover) 

Each class then presented Mrs Ward Lewis with a book 
filled with memories (a few samples here) and pictures—see 
back cover.  

       At her leaving assembly, Kian read a special prayer: 

Lord God 

Thank you for the extraordinary love, commitment and 
creativity our wonderful Headteacher has given this school 

Thank you for the way she has served us and given out so 
much to the children we care for. 

We pray for happiness and joy to be ahead of her, for 
wisdom and guidance to be beside her, and for grace and 
truth to be behind her, pushing Mrs Ward Lewis onwards 
into your goodness. 

We pray that she would go on to find new treasures each 
day, and that the blessing of Christ would be upon all that 
she does, forevermore. 

Amen 

Alison Field, Deputy Headteacher 

Sheepy Magna CofE Primary School News 
Www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk 

My memory was when we 
were at PGL when we were 
making rafts. She would not 
go on it, only a boat because 
she did not want to get wet. 

I remember the first time I 
went to the office for good 
work, I was very happy.   

  By Katie 

Dear Mrs Ward Lewis, 

I am writing to tell you that I 
will never forget all of the Mrs 
Ward Lewis stickers I got from 
you. And when it was my first 
birthday at school in sharing 
assembly and when we were 
singing the birthday song, I was 
a bit nervous. 

 Love from Isaac 

Dear Mrs Ward Lewis, 

I remember when you asked Freya for a high five and Freya slapped you 
really hard.  One of my other favourite memories was when you dressed 
up as Velma from Scooby Doo because you looked exactly like her.  I en-
joyed it in Year 6 when you taught us about synonyms; it was one of the 
best lessons ever. 

   From Luke 

Dear Mrs Ward Lewis, 

I am writing to tell you I will nev-
er forget the two Mrs Ward Lew-
is stickers you gave me. 

 Love from Tilly 
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www.sheepymemorialhall.moonfruit.com 07583 272624 

Sheepy Memorial Hall 

Tickets for all events available from  
Sheepy Memorial Hall 07583 272624,  

the website (see above), or from  
Anji on 07837 370714. 

Hall Bookings: 

Available for parties, family 
celebrations  and funerals. 

Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term 
bookings.  Telephone or text us on 07583 

272624, or look at our website for more details. 

Regular Activities 

NEW! Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 12 noon til 
1.30 pm.  All comers welcome, just turn up. 
See box right. 
Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 
10.30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and 
Tea, great chat and company. 
Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd 
Tuesday monthly, plus Research & Cataloguing 
last Monday monthly, 10-12 in 1st Flr Heritage 
Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com 

Zumba with Bonnie: 9:15am Wednesdays, 
£4 for one hour, 07973 743 217 

Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve 
monthly 01827 880517 

Didgeridoo Class: with tutor Mark Harwood.  
Beginners welcome, no instrument required.  
7:30pm 4th Weds of the month, £5. 

Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday 
monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm  

Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday 
monthly 7pm. 

Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 
email puppyschool@mail.com, website 
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk 

Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30-
9:30pm - Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602 

Sparkenhoe Arts Society 
www.sparkenhoearts.co.uk  

Next lecture 6 March 2017 

Silver and Social Custom 

The context of the social customs and ways of life of the 
periods in which pieces are made is an essential element in 
fully appreciating and understanding them. Images of 
contemporary paintings and objects are used to illustrate the 
evolution of social custom from 1066 to the early 19th century 

Ian Pickford—a Freeman of the Goldsmith's Society and 
Freeman of the City of London.  He lectures at the Universities 
of London and Surrey, the V&A and the National Trust, and 
broadcasts on TV and radio 

Sheepy Shed 
Brunch Club 

Every Wednesday 
10.30am—Bacon 
and Coffee, Sausage 
and Tea, great chat and company. 
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Emergency Numbers 

If you find yourself housebound and in 
need, please ring one of these 

numbers for help: 

Sheepy:  Mrs Green 01827 880047 or  
Mrs Negus 01827 880645 

Ratcliffe:  Mrs Pratt 01827 714565 

Orton:  Mrs McKay 01827 880308 

Twycross:  vacant 

You can see all 

the Gazette in 

full colour if you 
go to the 

Benefice website 

(www.sheepybenefice.org) and 
click on “Gazette” on the top tabs.  If you have mislaid your copy and need a phone 

number or advertiser's details, that’s the place to go. 

A Gardener is wanted, Ad p12.  Inevitably, as I contact advertisers to pay for another 
12 months, a few decide not to renew (6 so far).  We rely on advertising income to pay 

for printing the Gazette, so please mention us to any local tradespeople or businesses who 
might like to advertise—just put them in touch with me (details in Who's Who above). 

Please send news for the April edition to your village correspondent, as named above, by 

12 March at the latest.  

I’m happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but I reserve the right, as 

editor, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.   Many thanks HA 
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