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Historic Signing

Sheepy Magna Church Re-Ordering is
finally under way
On 12 February, construction contracts were signed by Revd Julia for
the PCC [Church Council] and Peter Dunn for Weldon Stone [Main
contractor]. Works are due to start in the first week of March 2018.
See pages 2, 3 and 9 for further details of the work involved and the
interim arrangements for services—most of which will take place in
Sheepy CE Primary School, with the weekly Thursday morning
Communion being held in St Edith’s, Orton..

A Near Miss in Orton!
See story, page 5

Twycross
Litter-Pick
A group of hardy
Twycross residents
turned out on a cold
and drizzly February
day, meeting at
Jacksons and ending
back at Harvey's
Coffee Cabin, with
the resultant haul of
litter (including a
chair!) pictured left.

Distributed free to around 900 households in all six parishes ten times a year
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Church Services—March 2018
All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org
NB Whilst Sheepy Church is being re-ordered, services will be held in Sheepy CE
Primary School, with a weekly 9am Thursday Holy Communion in Orton Church
(except 2nd Thursday monthly)

View From a Shenton Pew
I thought a little light relief was in order this month, hope My neighbours objected, claiming I was violating their
these bring a smile to your face.
space by building the Ark in the front garden. Then I

A Moral Lesson—A mother was preparing pancakes
for her sons Kevin, 5 and Ryan, 3. The boys began to
argue over who would get the first pancake. Their
mother saw this as an opportunity for a moral lesson.
She said to the boys “If Jesus was sitting here now, he
would say ‘Let my brother have the first pancake, I can
wait.’” Kevin turned to his younger brother and said
“Ryan, you be Jesus.”
Noah in Modern Times—And the Lord spoke to Noah
and said “In six months I am going to make it rain until
the whole earth is covered with water and all bad is
gone from this earth. But I want to save a few good
people and two of every kind of living thing on the
planet. Please build me an Ark”. In a flash of
lightening, he delivered the specifications for the Ark.
“Ok” said Noah, rather worried, and began to fumble
over the blueprints. Six months passed, the clouds
began to gather in the skies and the rain began to fall.
The Lord saw that Noah was sitting in his front garden
weeping, with no Ark. “Noah, where is my Ark” asked
the Lord. He replied “Lord, please forgive me, I tried
my best but there were big problems”. “First I had to
get planning permission for the Ark construction
project and they didn’t like the plans so I had to get an
architect to redraw them. Then I got into a big debate
about whether the Ark needed a fire sprinkler system.
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had a problem getting enough wood as there was a
ban on cutting down trees by the Forestry
Commission. They were doing this to preserve the
owls, so no owls I am afraid. Then I started gathering
animals and the animal rights people protested as I
was only taking two of each kind. Just when I thought
I had got everything sorted out, the Council informed
me that I couldn’t complete the project without filling
out an environmental impact statement on the
proposed flood. They didn’t take too kindly to the
idea that they had no jurisdiction over a Supreme
Being. Then the Army Corp of Engineers wanted a
map of the new flood plain. I sent them a globe. Right
now, I am trying to sort out a complaint from the
Equal Opportunities Commission over how many
Eastern Europeans I should be employing, and how
many of them are women. The Tax Office have seized
all my assets, inferring that I am trying to avoid paying
taxes by leaving the country. I don’t think I can finish
your Ark for about another five years!” cried Noah.
The sky began to clear, the sun began to shine, and a
rainbow arched across the sky. Noah looked up,
smiled, and said to the Lord hopefully “So you are not
going to destroy the earth?” The Lord replied “No
Noah, the Government already have.”
Maria Davies
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View From the Pulpit
The Easter Message of
Hope and Renewal
Is it a coincidence that we celebrate the
Easter holiday at the beginning of springtime,
or is it a reiteration of God’s unconditional
love? Both of these occurrences serve as
reminders that renewal is a powerful and
wonderful concept in our lives.
Rural parishes all face the concerns of
renewal within the context of the
community—and this has been the case for as
long as church buildings were built, often set
at the heart of the community, or on higher ground for all to see.
2018 is to be a significant year in the life of one of our churches here in the Benefice: All Saints
Sheepy Magna. The congregation have held firm to the belief that, if this is to be God’s will, then
the interior of the church will be renewed, finding the balance in our understanding of what a
church building is for: that, whilst this remains a sacred space for Christian worship, we will
restore the Nave [Central part] to become a community space, which can be used for a variety of
functions benefitting the wider village. Although the faithful few have walked this journey for
many years, it will still be a courageous step in the life of this church, and we are so grateful to
the wider community for their encouragement and support, which has led to the Architects’
drawings becoming a reality. The image on the front cover is the day of signing construction
contracts between Weldon Stone [Main contractor] and the PCC [Church Council].
It feels fitting that this journey bears fruit in the season of Lent, leading us towards Easter, the
symbol and structure on which the Christian Faith is founded.
Every Easter, we re-learn that through the gift of atonement, we can refresh our spirits.
In His wisdom, God gave us the capacity for spiritual renewal.
When we live in a Christ-like manner, our tired and damaged souls can become renewed and
rejuvenated

Jesus’ resurrection is one of the stories that truly is inspiring: having suffered and died for our
sins, but then returning to life with the promise of new hope.
That promise of hope and rejuvenation—exemplified in both Easter
and springtime—can be so powerful as a reminder to us to cherish life,
our loved ones, and all the blessings we have to be grateful for.
I ask that you hold the worshipping community of Sheepy in your
prayers as they travel this courageous path, and I will pray for all of
you to have a Happy Easter, full of hope and renewal!
Blessings, Revd Julia
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Mrs C A Parkes
MCSP SRP
Chartered Physiotherapist
Member of Health Professions Council

Orton House Physiotherapy
Orton House Farm
Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR

Mobile: 0789 996 6214
Telephone: 01827 880238
Member of the Organisation of
Chartered Physiotherapists
in Private Practice

Email: adams.pavier@gmail.com
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Orton News
Womens World Day of Prayer
Friday 2 March at 7:30pm in Orton Church. We will
join an estimated 3 million people around the world
for a service to remind us that we are all responsible
for conserving and protecting our lands and wildlife.
This is not only for women but for all who care about
the wonderful world we live in.

St Edith's
60 Minute Makeover 2018

We now need volunteers to take part in the
marathon and we need people to form a committee
in order to ensure that the event achieves maximum
success! Names please to either Mark Dalton on
07736 708062, or Carol Graham on 01827 880265.
YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU!

Lucky Day

Never underestimate the power of nature (see
photos front cover). After a very dark and stormy
Saturday 24 March, 10:30-11:30am. Many hands
make light work, so whether you are male or female, night in January one Orton resident awoke to find
their 200 year old beech tree had collapsed across
young or old, bring your dusters and let's make her
the garden. Luckily it missed all nearby buildings,
shine!
bird bath and bench and only caused a few deep
Midweek Service
gouges to the edge of the lawn—on the up-side noStarting on 1 March, whilst the re-ordering of Sheepy one should be short of logs next winter!
Church is taking place, St Edith's will host a short
Easter
midweek Communion service each Thursday, apart
from the second Thursday of the month. The service This year Easter Sunday falls on 1 April so our regular
will start at 9am and last approximately 30 minutes. first Sunday service will be on Easter Day. As this will
be a very busy day for our vicar we will be having a
All welcome.
slightly shorter service at 9.00am which will maybe
Orton Festival
encourage some more of you to join us!!!!
This year’s Orton Festival will take place over the
weekend 5-7 May and the theme will be WELL
KNOWN BOOKS, so get your thinking caps on and
plan how to depict your favourite classic—anything
from Wind in the Willows to 50 Shades of Grey!!
We would like everyone to get involved so start
thinking. There will be the usual stalls, tombola,
raffle, recycled, etc. and donations will be gratefully
received, as also offers of help over the weekend.

Marathon
Orton Marathon, Saturday 5 May 2018.
We plan to run, jog, or creatively make our way
around the village mile, and then hand the baton
onto the next person until we have cumulatively
completed the distance of a marathon = 26.2 miles!
We would like to see as many people involved as
possible, inclusive of any age and ability, in order to
raise sponsorship money for Cancer Research, also St
Edith's, the village church and also to promote health
and fitness within the community!
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Your Local

Electrical Installation &
Maintenance Service
No Job Too Small  No Obligation Quotes
Tel: Dave 07443 418487
Email: davew1407@gmail.com
David Wilkins, 5 Main Rd, Ratcliffe Culey, Atherstone, CV9 3NY

Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey
01827 715701

Cosy, warm, country pub
serving real ales,
fine wines and
freshly prepared,
home cooked cuisine.
Lunchtime menu:
2 Mains for £12
(excluding Sunday)
View our menus online at:

www.gate-ratcliffe.co.uk
Open Monday 5-10pm
Tues–Fri 12–2:30pm & 5–11pm
Saturday 12 noon–11pm
Sunday 12 noon–8pm
Lunch: Tues-Fri 12–2, Sat 12–3
Traditional Sun Lunch 12–3:30
Lawn
Care

Tree Pruning
Rubbish
Removal

Garden
Maintenance

Hedge
Trimming

Cleaning
Paths &
Paving

Weeding
Contact Clive on:
Tel 01827 713379
Mob 07971 646107

Handcrafted Cupcakes &
Celebration Cakes!
Vintage china and cutlery hire
All cakes freshly made to order
with locally sourced ingredients
where possible
For further details or to discuss these and
other catering requirements

Contact Jane in Sheepy on:
01827 880996 or 07870 934 192
www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery
www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk
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Ratcliffe Culey News
Ratcliffe Friendship Club

Take part in a local historical tradition!

The AGM will be held on Wednesday 7 March at
7:30 pm at 11 Main Rd. Surprisingly quickly it is time
for our AGM again, our 30th!

Annual Lane Setting

We have had a reasonably successful year in which
our annual charity afternoon tea raised £350 for
Guide Dogs for the Blind. We had a talk on that
charity’s work and, among other things, illustrated
talks on a Trip up the Nile and a Visit to Japan.

Recently some of our small membership have been
struck by illness or accident and our future looks
threatened. If you have any ideas, even perhaps for
a less formal arrangement, you are welcome to come
to our AGM or speak to Juliet on 01827 713766.

FUTURE EVENTS
Coffee Morning
This will be held on Wednesday 14 March, 10am to
12 noon in the church room.

Quiz Night
This will take place on Friday 18 May at 7:30pm in
the church room. The usual format: a maximum of 4
per table at £2.50 per head, refreshments will be
provided but please bring your own drinks.

Electoral Roll
The church Electoral Roll is now due for its annual
update. New forms to apply for inclusion on the
revised roll will be available. Anyone wishing to join
the roll should request an application form from
Richard Jones (01827 713766).

Annual Church Meeting
This will take place on Monday 19 March at 7:30 pm
in the Church Room. Everyone is welcome to attend,
the accounts and church reports will be presented
and wardens and committee members elected.

Next Church Services
Sunday 25 February, Holy Communion at 10 am.
Palm Sunday 25 March, Holy Communion at 10 am.
Good Friday 30 March, Hour by the Cross at 3 pm.
Richard Jones

The Gate Pub,

Ratcliffe Culey
Thursday 5 April
Auction Begins approx 8:30 pm
Live music
Proceeds help to pay for the event to continue.
You could have dinner in the pub before it starts!

A Brief History of the Setting of the Lanes at
Ratcliffe Culey
in the Parish of Witherley and
Shire of Leicester
In 1766 an Act of Parliament made provision for
the Enclosure of Ratcliffe Culey. It provided for
Commissioners to maintain the roads and for the
annual Setting of the Lanes (renting out of grass
verges for grazing of animals) to raise monies for
the maintenance of the roads. The earliest record
of the Setting of the Lanes in Ratcliffe Culey is
made by John Eaton and formed part of the
accounts he gave up to the Constable and Overseer
of the Highways in 1786, a score years after
Ratcliffe Culey was enclosed.
The tradition continues, although now no animals
are actually grazed, but the monies raised help pay
for the music and refreshments at The Gate pub,
before and after the “Auction” - and the winning
bidder has their name inscribed in the register
which has been kept since 1786.
Richard Trivett
leading the
singing of Little
Yellow Bird
at the
2017 Setting—
the third
generation of
his family to
do so.
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(cont on p9)

The Reordering of Sheepy Church

Churchwarden, the Treasurer and the clergy before
electing Churchwardens and members of the DCC
The work on the inside of All Saints Church in Sheepy (District Church Council) for the next year.
is about to start. On Monday 12 February the
contract was signed, the photo (front cover) records After the ACM the six separate churches in the
Benefice will come together for the APCM to be held
this historic moment and confirms that Phase One
in Orton Church at 7:30 pm on Tuesday 17 April 2018.
(the building works) can start in the first week of
There the reports will cover the whole Benefice and
March.
elections will be for Parish Wardens, Benefice
Those parts of the existing church interior that are
Treasurer and members of the Parochial Church
being kept are to be removed into off-site storage to Council (PCC).
avoid the dust and dirt that will be generated by the
removal of the old floor. The organ has already been
Electoral Roll
wrapped in polythene and will be re-tuned after the Before these meetings, the Electoral Roll will be
building work has been completed. The work is
checked and new names added from those who make
planned to take six months and, during that time,
application (forms are available from each church).
services will be held in the village school.
The Roll will be closed for two weeks, from Monday 2
The church is at the heart of our community. It was April, so that it can be brought up to date before it is
built long ago—there has probably been a church on published at the APCM. After the meeting the roll
the same site for over a thousand years and during
will be open for changes to be made: additions,
that time it has changed from a wooden structure to deletions or corrections.
the proud stone building that we have today. The
Fellowship While the
inside has already seen major changes in two earlier
Church is Closed
refits. In 1778 the early windows were removed,
tombs and brass memorials taken away and a clean
Brunch will be served in the Black Horse on the
modern interior was installed to reduce distraction
second Saturday in each month between 10am and
and allow the congregation to concentrate on
12 noon. £5 a head, a memorable complete
worship. In 1859 it was decided to enlarge the
breakfast. We will return to church when the
seating capacity and an extension was added on the building work is completed.
north side.
Mothers Union
2018 sees the next stage in the development of the
2 March—Women’s World Day of Prayer. We are
building with new seating and a reworked service
leading the service to be held at Orton on the Hill
area. The lighting will be improved to join the new
Church at 7:30pm. Anyone can attend this Service
sound system which has already been fitted. It will
and will be made very welcome.
result in a warmer, more flexible and more useful
space, accessible to all, that will support our ambition
Open House
to include more parishioners in a variety of forms of
19 March at 1.00pm. Soup and Bread lunch at Mrs
worship. Beyond that, we will have a space for
Gillian Greenwood’s House. Please note change of
music, drama, concerts, school activities, and the
time and venue. The cost will be £3 and all proceeds
facilities will be available for “coffee and
will go to Tear Fund.
conversation”, brunch, and social gatherings.

Annual Parish Church Meeting
(APCM)

Tuesday Church

Tuesday Church is an informal service with music, a
story, and a craft activity. It is held on the second
Because our Benefice is a two-tier structure, the
Tuesday of the month, at 1:30pm. Whilst the church
annual meetings come in two forms. Firstly, each
is being re-ordered it will be held in Sheepy CE
church will hold its Annual Church Meeting, and for
Primary School, the next service being on Tuesday 13
Sheepy that will be Wednesday 28 March at 7:30 pm. March. Reception children from Sheepy Primary
It will be held at 3 Church Lane because by then the
School attend, but this service is open to all prechurch will be closed for re-ordering.
school children and their carers. If you care for a
The ACM will receive reports from the
young child, why not come along and see what we
do? All helpers are fully DBS checked.
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(cont from p8)

Sheepy Magna Ladies Group
We have two theatre trips planned to the Concordia
Theatre to see “9 to 5” and “Anything Goes”. This
means that our first regular meeting will be on
Wednesday 18 April and is our AGM. Subs will be due
on this evening. We are a friendly group who meet
on the third Wednesday of each month, in Sheepy
Memorial Hall at 7:30pm, unless otherwise
advertised. We enjoy listening to speakers, theatre
trips and, of course, wonderful suppers! Why not
come along and see what you think of us? New
members and visitors are always welcome. For more
information ring Sue on 01827 880517 or Pat on
01827 880627.

The next meeting is 27 March, when we are hosting
our own Antiques Roadshow with TV personality
Charles Hanson. If you need further details please
contact Juliet on 07553 055787 or Sheepy WI
sheepywi@hotmail.com

Sheepy Bonfire Society
Christmas Tree

Many thanks to the parish council for their help this
year with the handover to our team of the job of
putting up the village Christmas tree and the lovely
new sparkly lights.
Thanks to the church for the power, and to Revd Julia
for leading our carols around the tree following our
first lantern parade. We hope 2018 will be a bit more
Bell ringing in
organized, but it was a good first attempt for our new
village Christmas tradition!
Sheepy and Sibson
Many thanks to everyone who came along, donated
On Saturday 10 February, All Saints Sheepy Magna
played host to members of the Hinckley district of the towards the lanterns and took part.
Leicester Diocesan Guild of Bell Ringers for their
We raised a total of £172 which went towards the
monthly meeting.
church’s collection.
The ringing started at 3:00 pm and was followed by
We really enjoyed doing this and look forward to
tea. 27 people were easily accommodated within the bringing the
back in December—and maybe a
Nave and North Aisle, now the pews have been
little more.
SHEEPY BONFIRE SOCIETY xxxx
removed.
Sheepy Local History Society
Later in the evening the ringing continued at Sibson.
At a site meeting with the Contractors and Architect February’s meeting included a continuation of the
talk on the 1911 census of Sheepy Magna Farms &
the possibility of continuing to ring at Sheepy was
associated cottages and a new talk entitled Overseers
discussed as Health and Safety within the Church
would be the responsibility of the contractor during of the Poor Accounts 1747 to 1765.
the works. The decision was taken to suspend ringing On display were: copy 1727 will of Joseph Salisbury;
at Sheepy until the works are completed.
copy 1767 will of Francis Gadsby (ale seller); copy
After discussions with the Vicar, Rev Julia Hargreaves, 1837 Parish valuation of Wellsborough; copy 1921
Electoral rolls of Sheepy Magna, Sheepy Parva &
and the Church Wardens at Sibson, the Monday
evening practices will continue at Sibson. Start time Sibson; copy 1980s pamphlet about Upton; Entry for
Ranton Priory (Lords of the Manor of part of Sheepy
7:30 pm until 9:00 pm.
Magna prior to the Dissolution) from A History of
Sheepy WI
Staffordshire; 1992-3 Pupils at Sheepy School tea
Sheepy WI recently held a “Sheepy Has Talent”
towel; copy 1993 Site plan of Cliff House Farms; 2001
showcase—who knew there was so much talent
book “Atherstone Hatting 100 years reminiscence”;
amongst the ladies! A number of photos on the back copy 2011 sales particulars of the Penthouse, Sheepy
cover record their efforts.
Mill; plus photos & newspaper articles.
The monthly meeting was “Recycling with a Crafty
The next meeting is on Tuesday 13 March at 7:30pm
Difference” with Sue Drage, who has even knitted a
at Sheepy Memorial Hall. Everyone welcome. Please
note that there will be NO cataloguing session in
spacesuit from plastic bags for a NASA rubber
March.
chicken, which was launched into space in 2012!
If you like the sound of these events we’d love you to Contact details: Lynne Percival on 01827 880721 or
come and join us. We meet at Sheepy Memorial Hall email: sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
on the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.
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Restore your inner peace with
a relaxing treatment
*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT
*Indian Head Massage
*Hot Stones Massage

Call JILLY on 07971 488690
Reiki Master and Teacher

Pinwall Garden Services
Call Dan on 07931 506613
Regular garden maintenance
One-off tidy ups
Tree and Shrub pruning
Grass and hedge cutting
All types of weed control
Fencing work

MG EVANS & SONS LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS
Holmville House, Long Street, Atherstone CV9 1AX
Telephone: 01827-713240 – 24 hours
20 Albert Rd, Tamworth B79 7JN
Telephone: 01827-310035 – 24 hours
Established 1969 – Over 45 years in business
GOLDEN CHARTER FUNERAL PLANS
Jaguar Limousines

www.mgevansandsons.co.uk
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The Witherley Parish
NDP Steering Group
A meeting of the Steering Group
was held on 7 Feb in Witherley
Church. A report on the findings of
November’s three Drop-in Events
was circulated by Jhanvi Shukla of
the Rural Communities Council (RCC). 114 people had
attended and had given their comments.
The top issue was Transport with 85 respondents whose
comments included public transport, speeding, rat runs
and the A5. Housing came next with 84 comments and a
long list of issues, notably starter/affordable homes,
infrastructure, houses for the elderly, keeping the
character of the villages etc. No. 3 was Facilities and
Services; 4 was Renewable Energy; 5 was History and
Heritage; 6 Employment and Business; 7 Open Green
Space; 8 Environment; 9 Communications; 10 Footpaths
and Bridleways and 11 Flooding.
Invitations for the Stakeholder event, to be held on
Tuesday 27 Feb in Witherley Parish Room have been sent
out by Jhanvi Shukla - jshukla@ruralcc.org.uk . The
results from this and the Drop-in Events will inform a
Survey of everyone in the Parish. The next NDP meeting
will be on Thursday 15 March, venue to be arranged,
depending on the weather and temperature outside

Crime in Our Villages
As editor I have received a number of text
warnings recently from Rural Watch and
Police, plus a report in Witherley Parish
Council Minutes.
In January and February there have been
burglaries in Sheepy, Twycross, and Shenton
(where CCTV was de-activated).
A prolific rural thief is operating on the Leics/
Warks border meaning Orton, Upton and
villages on the A444 corridor are particularly
vulnerable (the two police forces are working
together).
Be on your guard, secure your premises,
watch out for suspicious vehicles cruising the
villages (perhaps on the look-out for
vulnerable premises). Don’t be complacent,
report any suspicions by ringing 101.
Or, of course, 999 if a crime is in progress.
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PRIME BEEF & LAMB
LOCALLY PRODUCED
Licensed to deal in game

BATES OF
ATHERSTONE LTD
6 Market Street, Atherstone
Telephone: 01827 713175

OAKEY & MILLER
GARDENING SERVICES
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding,
Hedge cutting

No job too small
Call ROBERT on 07814 586013
or STUART on 07478349521
for a free quote

Softleys
in the Square
Market Bosworth
Telephone:
01455 290464
All menus available to view online or telephone us
Accommodation available from £69.00
Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26
A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner
Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16
email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com
www.softleys.com

High Class Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

M D Matthews

Telephone: 01827-718974
Mobile: 07946-731649
Email:
mdmatt@btinternet.com

JAMIE EDWARDS
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR
Tel: 01827 881098
Mobile: 07900 908007
Sibson

MKS Décor
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER &
DECORATOR
FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

SMITHS GARAGE LTD
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE
CV9 3NB
•
•
•
•

NEW & USED CAR SALES
SERVICE & MOT TESTING
ACCIDENT REPAIRS
FORD PARTS SALES

OPENING HOURS:
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday
8:00am to 5:00pm

TELEPHONE
01827-712156
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WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN
For a FREE quotation contact
Matthew on: 07816 428929
email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk

Sheepy Benefice Gazette

Sibson News

Mini Professors Nuneaton—
classes at Sibson Village Hall
Mini Professors is an innovative and fun science
programme designed specifically for children aged
2-5 years old. New and exciting science topics are
taught each week from polymers to dinosaurs, maths
to tropical rainforests, and much, much more!
Classes take place weekly on Wednesdays. For more
information, including times and fees, please contact
Professor Claire on nuneaton@miniprofessors.co.uk
or visit the website www.miniprofessors.com/
nuneaton Please note that spaces are limited and
pre-booking is essential.

Easter Lilies in Church
If you wish to have Easter lilies in memory of a loved
one in Church during Easter week, please drop a
small donation and the name of the person(s) to
Anne Bond at Vine Cottage, Sheepy Road, by
30 March at the latest.

DCC Annual Church Meeting
Our next DCC meeting will be our Annual Church
Meeting on Monday 26 April at 7:30pm at The Cock
Inn Sibson. All welcome to attend.

Ladies that Lunch
On Thursday 15 March we will be
meeting at The Dog and Hedgehog at
Dadlington 12.30pm. You are very welcome to
join us.

Sibson
Village Hall
Looking for somewhere to hold a regular
group or event? Look no further
Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any
occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, off road
parking and a pleasant outdoor area.
Cost of hire:
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:
£12 per hour, or excluding Main Hall: £6.50 ph
We only charge for the time of the event
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards
For further details, to check availability, and to
book, please call Brian May on 01827 880511
@Sibson Parish Village Hall

March 2018

A Musing from Shenton
Litter is everywhere. Our local speciality is
Carlsberg Special Brew. There are hundreds of
cans on verges and in hedges. All thrown by one
person I reckon. Of course, the offender will be a
drunk driver. There are energy drinks and
sachets. McDonalds features highly and there
are always cigarette and crisp packets. The worst
of all though are the wet wipes. Grim, grim,
grim. We even have someone throwing their
kitchen waste in the hedges—lettuce leaves,
cauliflower, bread, tomatoes, pineapples. How
bizarre is that? Who on earth would drive all the
way out here just to throw kitchen waste in the
hedge?
What to do?
First, we need to educate people. It is
unacceptable to drop litter. If children are taught
this, they will spread the word to their
recalcitrant parents.
Secondly, increase penalties for littering. It is no
use blaming magistrates for apparently lenient
sentences—they are bound by the sentencing
council guidelines. Instead, we should lobby
government by writing to our MPs.
Thirdly, should we name and shame offenders?
Let’s face it, most people who throw litter simply
do not care. They might if they run the risk of
trending on social media – and not in a good way.
Fourth, and most importantly, we can pick it up.
There will always be those who don’t give a
damn. But there are more people who do care.
We can make a really big difference if we get
together and pick up the rubbish. Maybe
organise a group in your village to do it once a
month and make it a community spirited get
together. Even take up “Plogging.” This is
Sweden’s new fitness trend which combines
jogging and litter picking—all that bending is
good for core strength. Best of all though, it
makes you feel great when you have cleared a
stretch of a country lane. Your good deed for the
day and one in the eye for the litterers.
Charles Wollaston
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For CLOSE BOARD and
BESPOKE FENCING that
“LOOKS THE PART”
DESIGNED and BUILT
to DO THE JOB and LAST

High class builder with 30yrs experience
offering specialist services

Feather edge, post & rail, picket
fencing; panels supplied/fitted
Post repair specialist

Refurbishment & restoration of traditional
properties using reclaimed materials &
traditional building methods

Rose arches, raised beds,
planters, screens
Garden gates made to order

Barn conversions

Garden woodworking solutions
No job too small
All jobs surveyed free, written estimate within 7 days
2a St Michael’s Court, Stoney Stanton
Operating from Stoke Golding

Call John on 01455 212984
or Mob 07890 070681
www.fencemanjohn.co.uk
johns_wood04@hotmail.com
Proud member of:
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Renovation Experts

Orangeries/oak conservatories
Farm houses
Extensions & alterations
Luxury period bathrooms
Bespoke hand-made kitchens
See our range of green oak garden furniture at
www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk
01827 881085 or 07875 498628
email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com
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Twycross News

St James Church
49 Club Winners
D Hughes, Mrs Parkinson, S Hughes and one spare
number (it could have been you!) Subs were due on
10 Feb. If your subs have not been collected, please
ring Audrey on 01827 880035 for collection. Spare
numbers are available. If you'd like to join this
church fund raising club, then please call Audrey.
Only £1 per number, per week, with a £25 prize
every Saturday.
DCC Vacancy
The role of Twycross District Church Council
secretary has become available. We meet 4 times
per year to help keep our village church open for
business! If you are interested in “doing your bit” for
our community, then we'd love to hear from you.
Call Audrey on 01827 880035.

Village Hall
Bingo on Saturdays: 17 March, 14 April and 28 April.
Newcomers welcome. Eyes down at 7:30pm.
Table Top Sale on Sunday 8 April from 10am to 3pm.
Tables £5. To book, please contact Margaret on
01827 880095.
Come and enjoy a music and dance night on
Saturday 21 April from 7pm. Music from the
50s, 60s and 70s. Admission £1.

The Kirkpatrick Theatre
Pupils and staff enjoyed the opening ceremony of
the latest development at Twycross House School—
the Kirkpatrick Theatre. Mrs Kirkpatrick cut the
ribbon to allow the excited audience their first
glimpse inside.
Two days later, the new theatre was bursting at the
seams with the first performance of “Grease”. The
audience enjoyed a very polished production of the
musical—directed, choreographed and performed by
the sixth form.
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Twycross Parish Council News
Also Covers Upton and Norton Juxta

(Report from Alan Davies, Chairman, abridged)
Here is a summary of some of the issues the Parish
Council has dealt with in recent months:
a) Local Plan Review to 2036 Hinckley and
Bosworth Borough Council is reviewing its local
plan to 2036. There is a need for at least 4,500 new
houses in the borough during the period 2026 to
2036. There is already considerable house building
taking place in our borough. You can find more
information about the plan review process on the
borough council’s website. The consultation period
runs until 4th March 2018. I do encourage you to
look at the borough council’s ideas as they will
affect all of us. The parish council will discuss the
issue of the local plan review at the meeting in
Orton on 1 March, and a borough council
representative will be attending.
b) High Speed Two (HS2) Representatives from the
HS2 project will be attending the parish council
meeting in Twycross on 5 July. It will be a good
opportunity to learn more about timescales, work
methods and local consultation arrangements
during the HS2 construction period. If there are
other general issues people wish to raise, do let me
know.
c) Budget 2018/2019 The parish council agreed its
budget for next year at the 18 January meeting.
Almost everyone in our parish will continue to pay
under £2 a week as part of their council tax bill for
services provided by our parish council.
d) Highways issues The parish council continues to
raise issues with the County Council, including the
following: the repair of pot holes; white line
marking on the A444; faded yellow zig zags at
Congerstone primary school; road sign cleaning;
the Twycross 30mph speed warning sign which is
still inoperative; and road gritting.
You can find more information about the work of
the parish council, including details of future
meetings, at www.parish-council.com/twycross
We are still looking for another parish councillor to
represent Norton if anyone is interested.
Alan Davies, Cock Lane. Tel 01827 880277
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Private Tuition
since 2004 by
fully qualified teacher
A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology
GCSE Maths & Sciences
Home schooling, adult learners &
teacher training support

Dr Alan Wood
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01827 719923

www.francescasinclair.co.uk
Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk

Telephone 07901 547360
Maths Tuition

Available for AS, A Level,
GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958

TIM HARDING
Your Local Electrician
no job too small or large
FREE advice
& quotations

Telephone
07977 012940 or 01827 880473
Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna,
Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ
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www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk
All Things Green at School
Eco Day

(more photos back cover)

We had a brilliant day, helped out by the weather
and enthusiastic parents. Mrs Hall organised some
wonderful activities, both to spruce up the grounds
and to learn about looking after the school and our
world. The Year 5s and Mrs Hall worked with a
master composter learning the art of composting:
they made a wormery with lots of lovely special red
-coloured worms in the morning, then created
posters all about composting in the afternoon. The
remainder of the Junior children designed and
made junk models of aspects of energy saving
houses such as solar panels, compostable toilets,
water-conserving appliances, energy efficient
lighting, and insulation. They carried out lots of
research, thought it all through properly and came
up with some amazing ideas and designs.
Our Infant pupils made beautiful felt flowers,
relaxed in a delightful yoga session, and learnt
about plastics and what individuals can do to
reduce the amount of plastic used. Also they
enjoyed cooking
with Mrs Miles
and Mrs
Harrison: they
made a delicious
snack with maple
syrup, bread,
eggs and bananas,
(right). Following
that they
created lots of
nice dips and
snacks from
fresh fruit and
vegetables.

Green Flag

All our work on
Eco Day is
helping us work towards renewing our Green Flag.
Mrs Hall has been completing the paperwork,
looking into how much we recycle and what our
energy consumption is, and many other things.
Thanks Mrs Hall!

Chickens

The chickens are well and all fluffy. I am pleased
to say that our Chicken Crew are wonderful and
look after the ladies really well. They have a new
little canopy over them, we just need some eggs
now, lovelies!

Waste Awareness

Our Upper Juniors were treated to an informative
afternoon with a leader from PALS Productions.
They enjoyed a mixture of drama, games, songs
and fun all based on the topic of recycling.

Peace Garden

The Peace Garden benefitted from a good weeding
on Eco Day. Thanks to a generous donation, we
have some money for plants. So after clearing and
trimming back what is already there, we planted
and placed some smashing new plants around. It
looks much better, much more inviting. Bulbs that
we planted last year are all starting to pop up
above the ground so we will look forward to them
bursting into colour. When the weather is
brighter, as we still have some more money from
the generous donation, we will purchase some more
plants and fill the gaps. We are in the process of
getting quotes for a new surface in the garden too,
which will make it accessible all year round and in
all weather.

Healthy Happy Active

The Junior children had a lovely afternoon making
healthy snacks such as dips from fresh vegetables
and natural yoghurt, crudités, flatbread, and
homemade lemonade—yummy! Year 6 also got to
make and eat pizzas in the morning as their treat
for filling the marble jar for Mrs Goswami. What
a lovely day.

Church is coming to school

Due to the church building being out of action soon
to carry out its exciting works, we are happy to
announce that while the major work is being done,
we will be hosting Sunday services in the school
hall. It is lovely to be able to help out our
community in this way.
Also, as we want to continue with Tuesday Church
for our Reception children and Communion for our
Year 6, we will be utilising the school instead of
the church but keeping everything else as normal.

Governors

We have some vacancies on our governing body at
the minute. Reverend Julia has been trying to find
a volunteer to become one of our Foundation
(Church) governors. The position of Foundation
governor must be filled by a regular communicant
within the Church of England. If you think that
you could be this person, please do talk to
Reverend Julia. In addition, as Ian Redfern, who
has been a governor for many years, has now
stepped down, we need to recruit a Co-opted
Governor. A Co-Opted Governor is a person
appointed by the governing body and who, in the
opinion of the governing body, has the skills
required to contribute to the effective governance
and success of the school. If you think that you
have something to offer us, such as experience in
business, finance, personnel or health and safety,
please contact the school and we can put you in
touch with our Chair of governors, Chris Smith.
May we take this opportunity to thank all our
governors, past and present, for their commitment
to our school.
Mrs Alison Field, Headteacher
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Sheepy Memorial Hall

www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall 07443 302 225 sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk

Tickets for all events available from Sheepy Memorial Hall 07443 302 225,
or see the website www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall

Hall Bookings:
Available for parties, family celebrations and funerals.
Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term bookings.
Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, or look at our website for more details.

Regular Activities (in Alphabetical order)
Adult Tap Classes: Thursdays 7pm, contact Bonnie 07973 743217.
Baby Massage Course: Thursdays, 10:30-11:30am. Call Victoria 0791 970162.
Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday monthly 7pm.
Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm
Dance Fit: 9:15am Wed, 8pm Thurs, £4 for 1 hour, contact Bonnie 07973 743 217.
Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve monthly 01827 880517
Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 email puppyschool@mail.com, website
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk
Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 10:30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and Tea, great chat and
company.

Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd Tuesday monthly7:30pm; plus Research & Cataloguing last
Monday monthly 10-12noon in 1st Floor Heritage Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30-9:30pm - Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602
Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 12 noon till 1:30 pm. All comers welcome, just turn up.

Sparkenhoe Arts
Society
www.sparkenhoearts.co.uk
Next lecture 5 Mar 2018
A LOAD OF OLD BALLS—LITERALLY!
The invention of the ball may rank as highly
as the invention of the wheel. How did
these apparently simple objects come into
being? Why are marbles glass? In 1865 the
ingredients of one manufacturer's cricket
balls are scarcely believable. Or is it,
perhaps, just a load of old balls? Simon
will bring examples to pass around.
Simon Inglis is a writer & historian
specialising in the architecture & heritage
of sport & recreation, played in Britain for
English Heritage. Although this might seem
an unlikely subject for the Arts Society,
non-sporty types need not fear...
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Emergency Numbers

If you find yourself housebound and in
need, please ring one of these
numbers for help:
Sheepy: Mrs Green 01827 880047 or
Mrs Negus 01827 880645
Ratcliffe: Mrs Pratt 01827 714565
Orton: Mrs McKay 01827 880308
Twycross: vacant
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Editor’s Notes
By the time you read this, Sheepy Church will be closed for the next six
months or so for major re-ordering works, so take note of the
arrangements for services etc. until the church reopens (see page 2—mainly
being held in the Sheepy School, but also additional services in Orton).
Two new advertisers this month:

Andy Hallas photography specialises in drone work—page 18;

Happy Yogis kid’s yoga club on page 16.
Also for children interested in science, see Mini Professors in Sibson (article page 13).
If anyone would be willing to help me recruit new advertisers, I have a number of leads
but no time to follow them up—do please get in touch if you would be interested and I’ll
talk you through what is needed. Just an hour or so a month would be all that’s needed.
News for April to your village correspondent, as named above, by 12 March please.
I’m happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but I reserve the right, as
editor, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.
HA
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Sheepy School
Clockwise from left: Pupils
learning about healthy
snacks, making felt flowers,
investigating ways to save
energy, and creating craft
work. (See article page 17)

Sheepy WI Members
show off a variety
of talents
See article page 9
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