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Royal Maundy Service at Leicester Cathedral—13 April 2017
On Maundy Thursday our own Jean Negus (right) was one of the 91 women and 91 men from the
Leicester Diocese who received red and white pouches of Maundy Money coins from Her Majesty the
Queen. The number 91 represents the Queen's age, and Her Majesty has now performed the
Maundy ceremony in every cathedral in England. More photos on www.leicester.anglican.org

The Creation
Sheepy School’s end of term
project was “Creation”—full
details page 17 and more
pictures page 2

Passover Supper at
Sheepy Church
Where we recall the institution of
the Lord’s supper

Distributed free to around 900 households in all six parishes ten times a year
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Church Services—May 2017
(All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org)

Sheepy CofE Primary School—End
of Term “Creation” Project
Here and front cover—a selection of photos (see
page 17 for details) which can be seen in full colour
in the online version of the Gazette on the benefice
website: www.sheepybenefice.org
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View From the Pulpit
‘…and God saw that it was good.’ [Genesis 1]
It was an enormous joy to share with Sheepy
CofE Primary, in their RE Week, looking at
Genesis 1 … God’s creation.
We began the week with the Open the Book
team reading the first chapter of the Bible,
Genesis 1, which tells of the created world
coming into being; this was accompanied by a
film that the children watched, firstly in our
collective worship, and then within their
classrooms. The film began in darkness … and
then … “Let there be light!” Varied images
from a new shoot out of a seed to the Blue
Whale; penguins and birds of the air;
Elephants [my personal favourite] and Polar
Bears.
The RE coordinator, Mrs Goadby, had put a lot
of thought and time into how the whole
school could explore, through different
mediums, the concept of creation and all that
it means for us; things we take for granted,
with such variety from cloud formations to a
millipede. This was translated into Literacy
and Numeracy as the week progressed … and
the children each created a design that
became their own “Paint Pot” to be a
permanent art installation within the school.
The Diocesan Director of Education, Mrs
Carolyn Lewis, visited the school on the
second day and created her own paint pot:
being Welsh it was a daffodil!
I witnessed joy … chatter … enthusiasm …
creativity … spirituality and prayerfulness.
The week culminated in a service of praise in
Sheepy Church, where the children gave
thanks to our creator God in song, scripture
and prayer.

Heavenly Father, creator God, in your
time this world was put into place,
and in your time became beautiful,
through the craftsmanship of your love.
Remind us always, as we look at sunrise,
landscape or tiny child, to look beyond
the artist’s brush or created thing,
but look always to the artist and creator.
Amen
As we daily give thanks to God for his created
world … please join with us across the
Benefice in our Pledge2Pray … joining the
global wave of Prayer 25th May – 4th June

As we pray “Thy Kingdom
Come” we should expect that
God will use us to help
answer our prayer. He will
give us opportunities to
witness to Him with the
people we have been praying for. He will use
us to invite people to know and experience
the goodness of His Kingdom and to join His
family.
Every Blessing
Revd. Julia
Confirmation
The Bishop of Leicester has released dates for
our Deanery Confirmation service, and it is to be
at Holy Trinity Church, Hinckley on Sunday 11 June
[evening]
Iif you would like to be confirmed, or wish to explore this
further, please speak with Revd. Julia.
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Orton News

PLANT SALE &
COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 20 May

10–12 noon
in church.
Richard will be supplying his usual excellent
vegetable plants and there will also be
flowers ready to plant out in your garden.
All you have to do is get digging and
preparing the beds!
Church DCC Meeting
Wednesday 17 May, 7:30pm in church to discuss the
architect’s ideas on improvements to the community
area in church.
If you have any good ideas and would like to help,
you would be very welcome to join us.

Spring Clean
Great turnout for the
annual church spring
clean, with a dozen
or so willing volunteers turning up.
A bit disappointing
as far as boys & toys
were concerned, although John was a whizz on his
Dyson and George swipes a mean duster!
Thank you everyone for your enthusiastic help.

Plant Sale & Coffee Morning
Saturday 20 May, 10–12 noon in church—see box
above.

Bells

Congratulations to a band of ringers
visiting from the Cannock area on
Friday 31 March, who completed a
peal of 5040 changes of Surprise
Minor in seven methods taking “just”
2 hours 38 minutes—phew!!

Wanted
2 Kittens. Also interested in
2 or 3 banty hens.
Tel: 01827 880432 (please call after midday)
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Community News

Twycross Parish Council-update
from Alan Davies (chair) 01827 880277—Covers
Orton, Twycross and Norton Juxta Twycross)
a) High Speed Two (HS2): The government’s
preferred route for HS2 is unlikely to cause noise
problems for our villages if it is built, and we will
work with others to minimise any problems for local
residents during the construction period. I was
recently made aware that a ‘third engineering
option’ (close to Twycross Zoo) is still being
suggested, so I wrote to the Secretary of State on the
19 March urging him to oppose this possible route.
b) Changes in local hospital and health services:
‘Sustainability and transformation plans’ produced by
local health authorities could affect the location and
scope of important local hospital and health services.
Coventry and Warwickshire NHS has confirmed full
consultation with residents will take place.
c) Speeding vehicles: This was the main subject at a
parish forum meeting in NJT in March. Average
speed cameras are being considered and residents
are encouraged to report speeding to the police (101)
d) Twycross play area is being purchased from the
Crown Estate, and a loan has been taken out by the
parish council to pay for it. We are hoping to receive
a grant to help pay towards the cost of the loan.
The annual PC meeting will be on Thursday 11 May

Sibson
Village Hall
Looking for somewhere to hold a regular
group or event? Look no further
Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any
occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, off road
parking and a pleasant outdoor area.
Cost of hire:
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:
£12 per hour, or excluding Main Hall: £6.50 per hour
We only charge for the time of the event
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards
For further details, to check availability, and to book
Please call Brian May on 01827 880511
@Sibson Parish Village Hall
5
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Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey
01827 715701

Cosy, warm, country pub
serving real ales,
fine wines and
freshly prepared,
home cooked cuisine.

Mrs C A Parkes
MCSP SRP

Lunchtime menu:
2 Mains for £12
(excluding Sunday)

Chartered Physiotherapist
Member of Health Professions Council

Orton House Physiotherapy
Orton House Farm
Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR

Mobile: 0789 996 6214
Telephone: 01827 880238
Member of the Organisation of
Chartered Physiotherapists
in Private Practice

Self Service
Milk Vending Machine
Come and try our natural milk,
produced by the cows at Manor Farm,
Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey CV9 3NY
Open 7am to 7pm
Only £1 per litre
1Ltr reusable glass bottles and
2Ltr plastic containers available
or bring your own container

View our menus online at:

www.gate-ratcliffe.co.uk
Open Monday 5-10pm
Tues–Fri 12–2:30pm & 5–11pm

Saturday 12 noon–11pm
Sunday 12 noon–8pm
Lunch: Tues-Fri 12–2, Sat 12–3
Traditional Sun Lunch 12–3:30
Evening meals Weds–Sat 6–9

Ratcliffe Culey News
Renovation Experts
High class builder with 30yrs experience
offering specialist services
Refurbishment & restoration of traditional
properties using reclaimed materials &
traditional building methods
Barn conversions
Orangeries/oak conservatories
Farm houses
Extensions & alterations
Luxury period bathrooms
Bespoke hand-made kitchens
See our range of green oak garden furniture at
www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk
01827 881085 or 07875 498628
email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com
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(cont)

Dear Neighbours,
I was lost and now I am found.
I want to say thank you to you all for
searching your outbuildings for me.

Lucy and William Trivett found me
lying in the hedge and reported it to
my Dad who came and collected me.
I was unable to move as I had been
hit by a car and broken my Pelvis.
The Vet said I should make a full
recovery but I am walking a bit
wobbly at the moment.

Thank you for saving my life Lucy.
Charlie xx
(I live at 5 Main Road Ratcliffe Culey with Dave & Sue
Wilkins)
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Ratcliffe Culey News
Next Services
For our April meeting we had a very interesting talk
Sunday 23 April, Holy Communion 10am
and slide presentation on “A Trip up the Nile” by Mrs Sunday 28 May,
Holy Communion 10am
Ratcliffe Friendship Club

Carole Haines.
For our next meeting on 3 May we have a talk on
our chosen charity for this year: “Guide Dogs for the
Blind”. We have decided to make this an open
evening so everyone is welcome to join us at 7:30pm
in the Church Room. There will be a small charge of
£2 to include a raffle ticket and a cup of tea or coffee.
Our Charity Event in June is in aid of Guide Dogs for
the Blind—On Saturday 10 June we have an
Afternoon Tea in the church room— and outside the
church if fine—from 3pm to 5pm. Please make this a
note for your diary (see box, right.)

Janet Hallam
It was very sad to hear that Janet passed away on
20 March. She and Robert had lived in the village for
over 50 years. Our sincere condolences to Andrew
and David and all the family members.

Leicester County Council Election
The church room will be in use as a Polling Station for
this election on Thursday 4 May. Polling booths will
be delivered on 3 May and collected on 8 May.

Richard Jones
Witherley Parish Council News see p11

Charity Afternoon Tea
3-5pm Sat 10 June
Ratcliffe Church &
Outside if Fine
The Ratcliffe Friendship Club’s
Annual Charity Event, this year in
aid of Guide Dogs for the Blind
Admission just £1

Tombola, Raffle, Cakes & Produce,
Bric-a-brac, Handmade cards,
Bring-&-Buy, Plants etc.
Refreshments available.
Come along, meet your friends and
support this worthy cause.

Past Events
DCC Elections
At the Annual Church Meetings held on Thursday
16 March, with Rev Julia Hargreaves in attendance,
the following were elected to the District Church
Council:
Churchwardens: Avril Wilkins, Richard Jones
Members:
Jean Aucott, Karen Horton, Betsy
Cartwright, Sue Wilkins, Dave Wilkins, Mike Wilkins.

Future Events
Quiz Night
Our Quiz Night will be held on
Friday 28 April at 7:30 pm in
the church room. Come along
and exercise your memory
banks and have an enjoyable
evening. The usual format: a
maximum of 4 per table at £3
per head. Refreshments will
be provided but please bring your own drinks.

Ratcliffe Calendar
2018
Our third annual Ratcliffe
Village Calendar will be on the
theme of “Ratcliffe Characters
& Customs”.

—a portrait of a local resident?
—a local event?
—a local group?
—our phone box star?
You decide! The only limit is your imagination.
Competition to select the 12 best photos, with the
prize being a free copy of the calendar
and the chance to see your name
“in lights” amongst the photographers.
Start taking those snaps now, or dig out your
favourites from previous years.
Submit by email to the editor: helenca@waitrose.com
7

May 2017

Sheepy Benefice Gazette

Lawn
Care

Tree Pruning
Rubbish
Removal

Garden
Maintenance

Hedge
Trimming

Cleaning
Paths &
Paving

Weeding
Contact Clive on:
Tel 01827 713379
Mob 07971 646107

Lab Cote Windows

Upvc windows, Doors, Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits Guttering
Deal direct with the Company owner. We do not use sales reps and we prepare
written quotes for your consideration. Established over 35 years.
Energy saving A-Rated Windows as standard. Triple glazing also available.
We offer free no obligation advice to prevent expensive mistakes.
CERTASS approved (to issue Document L Building Control Certificates.)
Please ask for our free Company Checklist to help you make your decision, we will be happy to
send you a copy without obligation. Contact us to see if we can help, you will be glad you did!

Tel 01827 881531 Mobile 07932 996745

www.labcotewindows.co.uk E mail labcotewindows @aol.com
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Sheepy Local History
Society
At April’s meeting there was an
illustrated talk on “Sheepy Parva
after the Enclosure of 1769”, a
short film about a past Lane
Setting event at Ratcliffe Culey &
details of documents recently
acquired. These include the list of
the first shareholders of C B Lowe
Ltd, Sheepy Mills from 1895, 1914
Report & Balance sheet of C B
Lowe Ltd; 1924 auction catalogue
of the contents of Sheepy Hall;
1902 auction catalogue of New
House Grange; 1899 sales
particulars of the Perkins Arms,
Orton-on-the-Hill, etc.
On display: 18/11/1914 Original
Illustrated War News; 1924
Original auction catalogue & plan
of Sheepy Hall Estate; 1939 Air
Raid precautions for
Warwickshire; 1951 Original
auction catalogue of Pinwall
Lodge; Complete 8 volumes of
Nichols History & Antiquities of
Leicestershire; 1978 Parish
Magazines; Newspaper articles
etc.
The next meeting is on Tuesday 9
May at 7:30pm at Sheepy
Memorial Hall. Everyone
welcome. Please note that there
will be no cataloguing session in
May as this coincides with a bank
holiday.
Contact details: Lynne Percival.
Tel. 01827 880721 or email:
sheepyhistory@btinternet.com.
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Sheepy News

Food & Fellowship In Church
The brunch on 8 April raised £166 towards the church
renovation. There are further plans to eat in church:






Brunches on 10 June, 8 July, 12 August between
10am and 12 noon, £5 a head.
Full cooked breakfast, toast and marmalade and
endless tea and coffee.
For Christian Aid this year we are holding a `Soup &
Bread’ lunch between 12 noon and 2pm on
Saturday 20 May. Donations will be forwarded to
Christian Aid.
For the Village Sale on 1 May a range of
refreshments will be available in church between
10am and 2pm.

Mothers’ Union
On 15 May at 1pm we are joining with the “Open House”
group on a trip to Purley Chase Centre for lunch. We will
leave the lay-by at 12.30pm. Any enquiries, ring Jean
Negus on 01827 880645.

Open House
See details for Mothers Union above.

Tuesday Church
The next service is on Tuesday 9 May.

Open the Book
To get involved in this rewarding experience,
presenting bible stories to children, contact Revd
Julia Hargreaves or Sue Houghton on 01827 880517.

Sheepy WI
Sheepy WI have been very busy
the last few weeks. A visit from
Bates Butchers of Atherstone
made a fun night, from learning
the history of the shop to sausage
making. Pictured here is Anji
Forsyth who learnt the technique
very quickly! They also enjoyed a
wonderful visit to Leekes
Furniture Store.
Many Sheepy WI ladies enjoyed a Group Meeting Evening
hosted by Witherley WI—a great night to catch up with other
local WIs with a royal visit from “Henry VIII”!
The Leicester and Rutland Annual WI Council Meeting was
hailed as the best ever, by the ladies who attended, and all the
speakers were very inspirational, especially Lucy Worsley
(pictured on last month’s back cover). Sheepy WI President,
Janet Kavanagh, had the pleasure of driving Lucy Worsley for
the day and found spending time with her very interesting
If these events sound interesting we’d love you to come and
join us. We meet at Sheepy Memorial Hall on the 4th Tuesday
of the month at 7.30pm. The next meeting is 25 May when it
will be a fun evening with starters and canapes and discussing
this year’s Resolutions.
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(cont p8)
Sheepy Magna Ladies’ Group

We had a very encouraging AGM last month, when twelve
ladies re-joined the group. We also had a very lively Beetle
Drive, which caused much hilarity amongst the members!
We have decided to keep subs at £12 and continue to use
local talent for our speakers.
The next meeting is on Wednesday 17 May, and we will be
welcoming back Neil Jones.
Our 21 June meeting will be our annual Strawberry
Evening.
We offer a wide range of different speakers, trips out, and
delicious suppers.

We meet on the third Wednesday of each month, at
7:30pm, in Sheepy Memorial Hall. New members and
visitors are always welcome. For more information about
forthcoming events, or the group in general, call Sue on
01827 880517 or Pat on 01827 880627.

Good Neighbour Scheme in Sheepy
Magna and Sheepy Parva
What is the Good Neighbour Scheme?
We are a group of volunteers who have responded to
the Rural Community Council to set up a Good
Neighbour Scheme.
The group aims to increase its “volunteer army” to help
those in our community who may benefit from
neighbourly support—a great way of meeting new
people locally, and it helps everyone to feel more
connected with neighbours.
There are similar successful schemes across Leics.
How does it work?
The individual in need of help makes contact with the
scheme’s volunteer on duty, who will then link them
with a suitable volunteer for the support that is needed.
In areas that are up & running the support includes:





befriending
visits to local amenities e.g. shops, doctor’s appts
collecting shopping
caring for pets
minor gardening and household tasks
All Volunteers will be covered by public liability
insurance.
Why it will work?
For this scheme to work we do need volunteers! This is
not a full time commitment, it’s just a way of making
sure that people in our community are offered valuable
support in any way you can.
To learn more, or offer your support, call:
Janet Kavanagh
Chris Green

01827 881142 or
01827 880047
9
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Restore your inner peace with
a relaxing treatment
*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT
*Indian Head Massage
*Hot Stones Massage

Call JILLY on 07971 488690
Reiki Master and Teacher

Pinwall Garden Services
Call Dan on 07931 506613
Regular garden maintenance
One-off tidy ups
Tree and Shrub pruning
Grass and hedge cutting
All types of weed control
Fencing work

MG EVANS & SONS LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS
Holmville House, Long Street, Atherstone CV9 1AX
Telephone: 01827-713240 – 24 hours
20 Albert Rd, Tamworth B79 7JN
Telephone: 01827-310035 – 24 hours
Established 1969 – Over 45 years in business
GOLDEN CHARTER FUNERAL PLANS
Jaguar Limousines

www.mgevansandsons.co.uk

FENCE MAN JOHN
FOR POST AND RAIL FENCING
THAT LOOKS "THE PART"
DESIGNED AND BUILT
TO "DO THE JOB" AND LAST
Feather edge, post & rail, picket
fencing; panels supplied/fitted
Post repair specialist
Rose arches, raised beds,
planters, screens
Garden gates made to order
Garden woodworking solutions
No job too small
All jobs surveyed free first
Written estimate within 7 days
Stoke Golding

Call John on 01455 212984
or Mob 07890 070681
www.fencemanjohn.co.uk
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Rolls Royce Hearse
Horse Drawn Hearse

Advertise Here!
A box this size (5cm tall)
costs just £5 per issue
We can design it for you
Just contact the editor:
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
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Community News
Keep
Vehicles
Off
Pavements
& Verges
Leicestershire
Police recently
held a meeting
with interested
parties regarding
parking issues.

Where signs
prohibit parking
on pavements,
doing so risks a
fixed penalty notice. Otherwise, parking a vehicle on the
pavement or verge could lead to an offence of
obstruction, which could also result in a fixed penalty
notice. Such parking can cause danger or nuisance for
pedestrians and users of pushchairs, wheelchairs,
mobility scooters etc. Obstructing driveways or dropped
kerbs can cause problems for householders or for
emergency services requiring access. Be considerate:

Stay On The Level
Dorothy Phillips

A thanksgiving service
was held in April at St
James, Twycross, for
the life of Dorothy
Phillips. Here are some
images from her work
as an animal keeper at
Twycross Zoo.
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Sheepy Parish Council AGM and
Annual Parish Meeting
The AGM and Annual Parish Meeting of Sheepy
Parish Council is to be held at 7.30 pm on
Tuesday 2 May 2017 at Sheepy Memorial Hall.
The AGM is where Parish Councillors elect their
Chair and Vice Chair for the year and the Annual
Parish meeting is an opportunity for organisations to
let parishioners know of their activities during the
year. Everyone is welcome to attend.
If you are not able to attend, details will be
published on the website following the meeting
www.sheepyparish.com

Witherley Parish Council Annual
Parish Meeting
(Includes Ratcliffe Culey)
This will be held on Thursday 11 May 2017 at
All Saints Church, Ratcliffe Culey, at 7pm
All are welcome.
Minutes of this and all PC meetings are posted on
the new PC website:
www.witherleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Recent News from Witherley PC:
Ordered contractor to net and repair the hedge
behind the goal post in playing field.
Superfast Broadband: - see below

Superfast Broadband in
Ratcliffe Culey
We had been told this would arrive by Christmas
2016. With no sign of it, I chased and got this:
Openreach are currently in the process of resolving
some civil ducting issues that they have
encountered when deploying this cabinet. To
confirm, the cabinet number is 22 off exchange
ATHERSTONE.
Openreach have confirmed that the expected
completed date for this cabinet is the end of June
2017. The team are working towards this date.
I’ll continue to monitor and report progress, and the
Witherley PC clerk, Anji, is also chasing. HA, Editor
11
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PRIME BEEF & LAMB
LOCALLY PRODUCED
Licensed to deal in game

BATES OF
ATHERSTONE LTD
6 Market Street, Atherstone
Telephone: 01827 713175

OAKEY & MILLER
GARDENING SERVICES
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding,
Hedge cutting, Slab laying, Fencing

No job too small
Call ROBERT on 07814 586013
or STUART on 07478349521
for a free quote

Softleys
in the Square
Market Bosworth
Telephone:
01455 290464
All menus available to view online or telephone us
Accommodation available from £69.00
Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26
A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner
Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16
email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com
www.softleys.com

MKS Décor
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER &
DECORATOR
FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN
For a FREE quotation contact
Matthew on: 07816 428929
email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk

High Class Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

M D Matthews

Telephone: 01827-718974
Mobile: 07946-731649
Email:
mdmatt@btinternet.com

JAMIE EDWARDS
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR

SMITHS GARAGE LTD
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE
CV9 3NB
•
•
•
•

NEW & USED CAR SALES
SERVICE & MOT TESTING
ACCIDENT REPAIRS
FORD PARTS SALES

OPENING HOURS:
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday
8:00am to 5:00pm

TELEPHONE
01827-712156
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Church ACM:
Following our recent ACM, our church officers for the
next 12 months are:
Church Wardens - Alison & Andrew Melen
Secretary - Liz Farmer
Treasurer - Cathy Ellis
DCC committee – Sally Blood, Anne & Nigel Bond

Ladies That Lunch:

The next get-together will be on Thursday 18 May at
The Bluebell at Desford at 12:30pm.
On Thursday 22 June we meet at The Royal Redgate
at 12.30pm.

Flower Festival:
Plans are going well for our festival weekend. The
flower arrangers are willing and enthusiastic and
have some lovely ideas. Our sponsors have been
very generous. See display boxes, right.
If you are willing to help by baking a cake or helping
to serve teas during the weekend we would be
pleased to hear from you. We will set up a rota and
do 2-hour blocks each day. Please contact either:
Alison 07794 567 992,
Cathy 07725 813 350,
Sally 01827 880782, or
Liz 01827 880773, if you are willing to help. Thanks.

Sibson Churchyard
Many thanks to those volunteers, on a glorious
sunny Palm Sunday, who helped with the stick
picking in the Churchyard.
Further work parties are on Sundays: 7 May, 4 June,
2 July (etcetera, always the first Sunday of the
month) from 10am.
If you can spare an hour, or more, come along. Your
help will make a big difference.
Nigel Bond

Photograph Competition
We are looking for photographs of
the countryside, flora and fauna
taken locally throughout the year.
Winning photographs will be published in the 2018
calendar in aid of Sibson village hall and church.
Separate categories for Adults and Children,
so kids get snapping too!
Entry deadline: 1st October 2017. Send your entries
to alison@genysisconsultants.co.uk

St Botolph’s Church Sibson
Festival of Flowers and
Photography
Sat 10 & Sun 11 June 2017
11am—4pm
Refreshments
Songs of Praise
Sunday 11 June 4pm
Everyone welcome

Sibson Church
Flower Festival
Celebration
Gourmet Night
7:30pm Saturday 10 June
Sibson Village Hall
£40 per head
Come and join us for a fabulous local gourmet night
out and raise fund for St Botolph’s Church, Sibson
Event run by the highly recommended
“gourmet pop up” team
Check them out at Facebook: gourmetpopup
Bookings can be made direct with them:
Email: gourmetpopup2015@gmail.com
Tel: 01827 880539, Mobile: 07793553045

Sibson Village Hall
See page 5 for full details
13
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We are the area’s leading stockists of accessories and components:

01827
716111

To Advertise in the Gazette, contact the Editor:
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
(£1 per column centimetre per issue, or £40 a half page)
14

Sheepy Benefice Gazette

Twycross News

St James’ Church
Twycross plant swap and sale Saturday 13 May 2017
10am-12pm St James Church—see box on right.
49 Club Winners: Wendy Gretton, Mrs Parkinson, Gail
Bristow & Spare number (It could have been you!).
Congratulations to all (don't spend all your prize
money on Easter eggs!). Next subs are due on 3 June.
If you would like to join, please call Audrey on
01827 880035.
Staging/shelving wanted for St James' Church. If you
have any spare, please contact Audrey as above.
Free Trampoline (8ft diameter, made by “Plum”). A
garden trampoline free to a good home! Condition:
used and will need a new safety net, but sound
structure. Comes with a winter cover. Call Audrey
on 01827 880035 to view if interested.

Twycross WI
On 15 May the Speaker for the evening is Dr
Castleman on the Restoration of Old Buildings which
includes Cathedrals, rooftops and more. The meeting
is in the Village Hall at 7.15pm, all are welcome.
There is a small charge of £2 for visitors, refreshments will be served at the end of the meeting.
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Twycross plant
swap and sale
Bring a plant, and take
another away for free!
Or just buy something on the day

Saturday 13 May 2017
10am–12pm
St James Church
There will be drinks and cake too!
Vegetable seedlings are already on the go,
also some geraniums doing nicely.
The rest will be a surprise!
Please contact Katie Hebbes, if interested.
Tel 01827 880 480
katiehebbes@yahoo.co.uk
Twycross Parish Council News p5
Twycross House School

Lower Sixth A-level Economics students from Twycross
House School beat off competition from 12 other local
All help much appreciated! Meet at Twycross Village teams to win the Birmingham heat of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants’ (ICAEW’s) National Business
Hall at 11am on Saturday 6 May. Equipment
and Accounting competition, BASE, on 10 March. This
provided by the Borough Council.
was one of 43 heats attracting over 3,000 students from
Twycross Ladies Officially Reinstated! across the UK who had to formulate and deliver
Twycross Ladies, a very informal group of ladies
strategic business advice for a real life organisation.
resident or working in Twycross, first started meeting
about five years ago, with the simple aim of getting to Judge Amy Burton said “During the challenge we looked
know other ladies in the village. Following a significant for the teams who supported their recommendations
recess they resumed their get-togethers on 20 March with ethical and financial evidence. Twycross House
School showed excellent teamwork and time
in Harvey’s Coffee Cabin at Jacksons of Twycross.
Laura, Becky and Beth kindly opened their doors for us management in delivering a comprehensive proposal.
in the evening, served their delicious drinks, cakes and They appreciated that being an ICAEW Chartered
toasties and even allowed us to take our own
Accountant is not just about numbers but also about all
refreshments. It was a lovely evening, well supported round business advice.”
by 15 ladies, including a couple of new faces, which
Having beaten Repton
provided an opportunity to catch up.
School into second
Given the success of the event, and the obvious
place, Twycross House
enthusiasm of ladies to meet up occasionally in an
will go on to represent
informal setting, I will be organising evenings again,
the West Midlands at
most likely quarterly. Contact Jayne on 07887 505254
the National Final in
if you would like to be on the circulation list.
June.
Plus, for those available during the day, I propose a
BASE regional winners:
casual meeting at Harvey’s at 11.15am (ish) on the
L to R – Angus Osborne,
third Wednesday of each month. Absolutely no
Annabel James, Stephen James, Oliver Parsons.
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agenda, just a chance to say “Hello” and chat!
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Maths Tuition
Available for AS, A Level,
GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958

Private Tuition
since 2004 by
fully qualified teacher
A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology
GCSE Maths & Sciences
Home schooling, adult learners &
teacher training support

Dr Alan Wood
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01827 719923

Handcrafted Cupcakes &
Celebration Cakes!
Vintage china and cutlery hire
All cakes freshly made to order
with locally sourced ingredients
where possible
For further details or to discuss these and
other catering requirements

Contact Jane in Sheepy on:
01827 880996 or 07870 934 192
www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery
www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk

Experienced
cleaner
available
complete with references
Tel: Anne 01827 875905

Sheepy PTA Event
www.francescasinclair.co.uk
Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk

Telephone 07901 547360
TIM HARDING
Your Local Electrician
no job too small or large
FREE advice
& quotations

Telephone
07977 012940 or 01827 880473
Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna,
Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ
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Fashion & Fizz—
The Pimms Edition

Monday 22 May—7pm

at Sheepy Magna Primary School

A fabulous opportunity to purchase Designer High
Street Fashion at a fraction of the cost!
Glass of Pimms on arrival &
Fashion Show
Try before you Buy
Tickets £5 per person
available from the school office
All proceeds towards the Sheepy School PTA
Everybody Welcome

Sheepy Benefice Gazette

Sheepy Magna CofE Primary School News

May 2017

www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk
Firstly, we are delighted to announce that Mrs Alison Field has been appointed as the new
headteacher for Sheepy Magna School. Mrs Field has been deputy at the school for several
years and the staff, parents, governors and children all wish her well in her new role. There
will be a special Service of Welcome and Commissioning at All Saints Church to welcome Mrs
Field into her new role on Tuesday 2 May at 7pm.
This half term has been as action-packed as ever, but ended on a real high as we dedicated the
last week to an RE week, with the theme of “The Creation”. The week was carefully planned by
the staff, with the support of Revd. Julia and the “Open the Book” team from the church, who
launched the week with a special reading from Genesis 1, accompanied by some carefully timed
visuals which captured the children’s interest from the onset.
The launch on Monday was followed by a fabulous morning of outdoor activities, giving children
time to gaze and wonder at the beauty of our natural world,
which we so often take for granted. Luckily, it was a
beautiful spring morning which allowed the children to
enjoy everything in the sunshine. The activities ranged
from minibeast hunting in the woods to creating natural
paint palettes; peacefully lying under trees and watching
the clouds (right) to looking closely with a magnifying glass
at the detail in nature. They also had the opportunity to
roll up their trousers and take off their socks to take a
barefoot walk through sand, mud and water! (front cover)
The activities certainly inspired our children as they moved
on to the next part of the week. Children were asked to
imagine they were in God’s workshop and as part of The
Creation, they could design a paint pot to use to create the world. They were asked to think
carefully and to “dig a little deeper” for something that they found fascinating in the natural
world; they exceeded all of our expectations.
The children (and staff) then set to work to design and
paint their very own wooden paint pot shape. Working
on wood, rather than paper, the care and detail they all
put into their work was outstanding. We had a
complete range of paint pots (far too many to list)
including icicles, blossom, feathers, volcanoes, oceans,
stars, animals and plants. The most inspiring thing was
how much pride each child had in their artwork and
they all appreciated having quality time to spend on
their work. It was wonderful that some of our
governors also took the time to come and paint a pot.
English and Maths continued throughout the week, but
all with the theme of The Creation. Children retold the
story, wrote prayers and poems, looked at patterns in
nature in maths and solved problems based on the natural world. All of this further enriched
their learning. (More photos of all events on page 2 and the front cover—all in colour in the
Gazette on the benefice website: www.sheepybenefice.org)
The paint pots they created (some more pictured on page 2) will form part of a permanent art
display which will be put up in the school hall and the church. Their work was temporarily
displayed in the church for parents to see at the Service of Praise, which wrapped the week up
so beautifully. The children led parts of the service and children from all year groups,
including some super-proud four year olds, confidently spoke about their experiences from the
week. They also sang some beautiful songs and had time to reflect on and share their week. It
was a very memorable and special end to the term.
At the end of the service, we also said goodbye to Mr Ward, who has been a valued member of
staff for the last 8 years. We wish him well as he
moves to teach at Woodstone Primary.
Linda Goadby, Cotswold class teacher
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Sheepy Memorial Hall

www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall 07583 272624 sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk

Tickets for all events available from
Sheepy Memorial Hall 07583 272624,
the new website (see above), or from
Anji on 07837 370714.

Hall Bookings:
Available for parties, family
celebrations and funerals.
Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term
bookings. Telephone or text us on 07583
272624, or look at our website for more details.

Regular Activities
NEW! Adult Tap Classes—see p 4
Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 12 noon til 1.30 pm.
All comers welcome, just turn up.
Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday
10.30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and
Tea, great chat and company.
Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd
Tuesday monthly, plus Research & Cataloguing
last Monday monthly, 10-12 in 1st Flr Heritage
Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
Zumba with Bonnie: 9:15am Wed, 8:45pm
Thurs see p4, £4 for 1 hour, 07973 743 217.
Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve
monthly 01827 880517
Didgeridoo Class: with tutor Mark Harwood.
Beginners welcome, no instrument required.
7:30pm 4th Weds of the month, £5.
Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday
monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm
Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday
monthly 7pm.
Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751
email puppyschool@mail.com, website
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk
Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30-9:30pm
- Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602
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Sheepy Shed Brunch Club
Every Wednesday 10.30am—Bacon and
Coffee, Sausage and Tea, great chat
and company.

Sparkenhoe Arts Society
www.sparkenhoearts.co.uk
Next lecture 8 May 2017
Fakes and Forgeries, the art of deception: - insight into
the methods used by criminals to dupe the art market.
Increasingly sophisticated methods are being used by
criminals to generate vast profits from art theft. The lecture
reveals, in case studies, how skilled forgers have duped
experts and inflicted great damage to collectors and the
trade.
Malcolm Kenwood is an experienced, retired specialist
police and private detective, investigating art and antiques
crime.
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Emergency Numbers

If you find yourself housebound and in
need, please ring one of these
numbers for help:
Sheepy: Mrs Green 01827 880047 or
Mrs Negus 01827 880645
Ratcliffe: Mrs Pratt 01827 714565
Orton: Mrs McKay 01827 880308
Twycross: vacant
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Editor’s Notes
Several new advertisers this month, I’m delighted to say:

Marc at MJ Plumbing (page 16) offers the full range of plumbing
services.

Sparkenhoe Cheese Shop & Tea Barn, based in Upton, tempt the
cheese-aholics amongst us (and anyone who likes food), on page 8

Oil Heating Engineer Adam Pavier is keen to make his services known to those of you
with oil heating systems—see page 4; and

Bonnie O’Reilly has an additional Zumba class in Sheepy on Thursdays—see page 4


House in Witherley for sale—see page 4

Don’t forget the Gazette can also be viewed, in full colour, on the benefice website:
www.sheepybenefice.org.
Please send news for the June edition to your village correspondent, as named above, by
12 May at the latest.
I’m happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but I reserve the right, as
editor, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.
Many thanks HA
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