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All that’s 
Left! 
Do you 

remember the 
photos on the 

March cover, of 
the huge beech 

tree blown 
down in Orton 
in the gales? 

This is all that’s 
left! 

(Thanks to the 
owner of a 

clever pair of 
hands in 

Ratcliffe Culey, 
who wishes to 

remain 
anonymous) 

To Infinity 
and Beyond! 

(to quote  
Buzz Lightyear 
in Toy Story!) 

 
Sheepy School 

Pupils listen 
with rapt 

attention to 
Dennis from  

the Royal 
Astronomical 
Society—see 

page 17. 
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Church Services—May 2018 
All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org 

NB Whilst Sheepy Church is being re-ordered, services will be held in Sheepy CE Primary 
School, with a weekly 9am Thursday Holy Communion in Orton Church (except 2nd Thurs ) 

View From a Sibson Pew 

As I write this missive we are coming out from one of 
the longest, harshest winters remembered in some 
time.  Over the last week we have gone from 
torrential downpours of rain to strange sea-like mists 
and fog followed by warm sunshine in the low 20’s!  
It has certainly been a meteorological education but 
the upside is an even deeper appreciation of the 
arrival of Spring this year.  

As we see nature emerging with the full force of life 
from the gloom, I wonder how often we actually stop, 
take a minute and just absorb the beauty of our 
surroundings?  We don’t have to walk far from our 
front doors to be in the middle of fields: spotting a 
buzzard gliding, some hares boxing, or the blue tits 
finally making their nests. 

“Stop and smell the roses” may be a cliché but 
scientific studies now suggest that it is sound advice 
for finding satisfaction in life.  A recent US psychology 
paper showed that ‘feeling a sense of connection to 
nature or life itself and living in the present moment’ 
played a large role in our overall happiness. 

It put me in mind of the famous poem by W H Davis, 
written circa 1911: 

 

What is this life if, full of care, 
We have no time to stand and stare. 
 
No time to stand beneath the boughs 
And stare as long as sheep or cows. 

No time to see, when woods we pass, 
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass. 
 
No time to see, in broad daylight, 
Streams full of stars, like skies at night. 
 
No time to turn at Beauty's glance, 
And watch her feet, how they can dance.  
 
No time to wait till her mouth can 
Enrich that smile her eyes began. 
 
A poor life this is if, full of care, 
We have no time to stand and stare.  
 

Maybe St Paul had it right all along when he said: 

‘So keep your thoughts continually fixed on all 
that is authentic and real, honourable and 
admirable, beautiful and respectful, pure and 
holy, merciful and kind.  And fasten your 
thoughts on every glorious work of God, 
praising Him always.’  
 Philipians 4:8 (Passion translation) 

So, this month, if you do nothing else, treat yourself 
to five minutes of downtime … after all, it’s proven to 
be good for you! 

Alison Melen 
Church Warden, St Botolph's, Sibson 
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View From the Pulpit 
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Mrs C A Parkes 

MCSP SRP 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

  

Member of Health Professions Council 

  

Orton House Physiotherapy 

Orton House Farm 

Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR 

  

Mobile: 0789 996 6214 

Telephone: 01827 880238 
  

Member of the Organisation of 

Chartered Physiotherapists 

in Private Practice 

Email: adams.pavier@gmail.com 
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Orton News 
Thanks from Margaret & Mike 

Firstly I must thank all my wonderful friends and 
neighbours who rallied round while we were away 
sunning ourselves Down Under and sorted all the 
devastation caused by a burst pipe in the roof.  When 
we got home the leak had been mended, the flood 
water mopped up and the insurance company 
alerted.   

And it didn’t stop there – with no cooking facilities we 
have had so many offers of hospitality which have 
been much appreciated (especially by my husband, 
who is not a salad lover!)  I really think we live in the 
best village in the country—we might not have a bus 
service, shops etc but the good will and community 
spirit is second to none!  Thank you all again and, if 
you ever need help anytime, remember you are not 
alone, just ask around and I’m sure your problem can 
be solved.      Margaret & Mike 

Womens World Day of Prayer 
About 35 people attended the second attempt to 
hold this service on 23 March.  It was a very thought-
provoking service, written by an ecumenical group of 
women in Suriname, addressing the modern global 
problem of pollution and deforestation: plundering 
the land for minerals such as bauxite, and other 
thoughtless ways we destroy the habitat of local 
wildlife, which ultimately has an effect on mankind.  

My personal pledge to help is to reduce my reliance 
on plastic bottles—very difficult if you use washing up 
liquid, shampoo etc. but every little helps!   

Also RECYCLE, RECYCLE, RECYCLE. 

Easter Bells 
A half-muffled Quarter Peal of Grandsire Doubles was 
rung at Orton in 46 minutes on Easter Saturday by a 
band of local ringers, including Tower Captain 
Graham Titley.   

This was specially arranged for the Passion of Christ 
and in remembrance of Pte George Bradford of Orton 
who died of his wounds in WWI on 30 March 1918 
and is buried in Cologne South Military Cemetery.  
George was the uncle of Bob Lea from the village and 
members of the family listened to the ringing. 

Springclean 
St Edith's now sparkles—Saturday 24 March saw a 
dozen eager-beavers dusting, hoovering & washing 
everything in church.  A big thank you to everyone. 

Church Festival 5/6/7 May 
This year’s Orton Church Festival will start with the 
Orton Marathon at 10am on Saturday 5th.   

It’s not too late to sign up: £5 per adult, children free.  
Entrance fees will go to the church and sponsorship/
donations to Cancer Research.  You can run, jog or 
walk one lap of the village mile and let’s see how 
many marathons (26 miles) we can achieve!   

Colin is kindly opening the Unicorn early and bacon & 
sausage baps will be on sale.   

Please bring your entrance fees on the day and any 
sponsor money if possible.   

The theme for the displays in church will be “BOOKS” 
so get your thinking caps on and plan how to depict 
your favourite classic—at the time of writing this we 
still need a few more so don’t be shy!!   

There will be the usual stalls, tombola, raffle, recycled 
gifts etc and donations gratefully received.   

Richard, the gardener, has been busy raising plants to 
sell for the church too.   

If you can spare a couple of hours over the weekend 
to lend a hand please contact Sharon or Margaret as 
we are trying to organise a rota to make sure there 
are no blank hours: 

Saturday and Sunday 1–5pm 
Monday 10–4pm. 

Twycross Parish Council Report 
See page 15 

Orton Church Festival 
5–7 May 

Theme This Year—“Books” 
 

Orton Marathon, 10am Sat 5 May 
 

Stalls, Tombola, 
Raffles 

      Plant Sales 

Come and support your village! 

Full Details Below 
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Lawn 
Care 

Garden 
Maintenance 

Contact Clive on: 
Tel    01827 713379 
Mob  07971 646107 

Cleaning 
Paths & 
Paving 

Rubbish 
Removal 

Tree Pruning 
Hedge  
Trimming 

Weeding 

 

Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey 
01827 715701 

Cosy, warm, country pub 
serving real ales,  
fine wines and  

freshly prepared,  
home cooked cuisine. 

Lunchtime menu:  
2 Mains for £12  
(excluding Sunday) 

View our menus online at: 

www.gate-ratcliffe.co.uk 

Open Monday 5-10pm 

Tues–Fri 12–2:30pm & 5–11pm 

Saturday 12 noon–11pm 

Sunday 12 noon–8pm 

Lunch: Tues-Fri 12–2, Sat 12–3 

Traditional Sun Lunch 12–3:30 

Evening meals Weds–Sat 6–9 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Handcrafted Cupcakes & 
Celebration Cakes! 

Vintage china and cutlery hire 

All cakes freshly made to order 
with locally sourced ingredients 

where possible 
 

For further details or to discuss these and  
other catering requirements 

Contact Jane in Sheepy on: 
01827 880996  or  07870 934 192 

www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery 

www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk 

Your Local 
Electrical Installation &  

Maintenance Service 
No Job Too Small  No Obligation Quotes 

Tel: Dave 07443 418487 

Email: davew1407@gmail.com 

David Wilkins, 5 Main Rd, Ratcliffe Culey, Atherstone, CV9 3NY 
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Ratcliffe Culey News 

Ratcliffe Friendship Club 
Our talk on 2 May at 7:30 pm is on Photography 
given by Barry Smith.  He will describe how he 
became interested and developed his technique, 
more recently for underwater photography.  Then he 
will show some of his work.  Do come and join us if 
you can, it should be a very interesting evening.  You 
may have seen some of Barry’s work previously in 
our two Ratcliffe calendars.  This will be an open 
meeting for both Ladies and Gentlemen. 

On 6 June we are having a special afternoon cream 
tea to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the founding 
of our club. 

PAST EVENTS 

Golden Wedding 
Congratulations to Janet and Ray Pratt, who 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on  
Friday 23 March. 

DCC Elections 
At the Annual Church Meetings held on Monday 19 
March with Revd Julia Hargreaves in attendance, the 
following were elected to the District Church Council: 

Churchwardens: Philip Woodfield, Richard Jones 

Members: Jean Aucott, Karen Horton, Betsy 
Cartwright, Sue Wilkins, Janice Smith, David Wilkins.  

FUTURE EVENTS 

Quiz Night 
The Quiz Night will be held on Friday 
11 May at 7:30pm in the church room.  
As usual, there is a maximum of 4 per 
table at £2.50 per head.  Refreshments 
will be provided, but please bring your 
own drinks.   

Come along and exercise your memory banks and 
have an enjoyable evening.  (It’s not as hard as Only 
Connect or University Challenge!) 

Sunday Teas 
The committee would like to re-start holding Sunday 
afternoon teas in the church.  If you feel that you 
could assist with serving teas on an occasional basis, 
please let one of the committee members know. 

Next Church Service 
Sunday 27 May, Holy Communion at 10 am. 

Richard Jones 

Witherley Parish NDP 
Steering Group 

A meeting was held on Weds 11 
April in Fenny Drayton Church. 

John Preston and Jhanvi Shukla from 
the Rural Community Council 
conducted a workshop on the 
results from the Neighbourhood Drop-In Events and the 
Stakeholders’ Meeting.  It was a matter of concern that 
we need to engage the younger residents of the Parish 
from the Teens to 35 age group to come forward, and 
how we could do this.  Talking to the Parish students in 
their schools was suggested and creating a special 
questionnaire for that age group, and also younger 
children.  

The three most prominent issues to come out of those 
meetings were Housing, Transport and Heritage.  We 
were given a planning document to help prioritise these 
and the other issues (Environment and Open Spaces, 
Facilities and Services, Renewable Energy, Employment 
and Business, Communication especially Broadband, 
Flooding, and Tourism and Recreation.)  Each member 
took an area to begin researching what could be policy 
and what community action.  This research will feed into 
the survey/questionnaire which will go to every 
household in the Parish.  We hope to enlist volunteers to 
help with facts, figures and knowledge to be able to 
complete these very useful documents. 

We are also exploring whether a specialist Wildlife and 
Botanical Survey would be of use to the final 
Neighbourhood Plan. We have plenty of work to do! 

Next meeting Mon 14 May, venue to be confirmed. 

Smiling (Spike Milligan) 
Smiling is infectious, you catch it like the flu, 

When someone smiled at me today,  
I started smiling too. 

I walked around the corner,  
and someone saw me grin. 

When he smiled I realised, I’d passed it on to him. 
I thought about that smile,  

then I realised its worth. 
A single smile, just like mine,  
could travel round the earth. 
So, if you feel a smile begin,  
don't leave it undetected; 

Start an epidemic quick, and get the world infected. 

(submitted by Margaret McKay, Orton) 



May 2018                               Sheepy Benefice Gazette 

8 

Sheepy News (cont from p9) 
 Sheepy Good 

Neighbour Scheme 
What a fantastic response to 
the Sheepy Good Neighbours 
Information Evening. 

Thank you to everyone who 
popped along. 

The work to form the Sheepy Good Neighbour 
Scheme is developing fast.  There is now an active 
Sheepy Committee to lead the group with an 
enthusiastic band of volunteers with a variety of 
interests to provide Good Neighbour support. 

The Scheme is reliant upon the willingness of 
volunteers to provide their time to be a ‘Good 
Neighbour’ to the residents of Sheepy Magna and 
Sheepy Parva, who may from time to time need a 
helping hand. 

If you would like more information, or you would 
like to join the ‘volunteer army’, please contact the 
SGNS on 07868 005 571 or email:  
sheepygns@hotmail.com. 

If you need a helping hand, we will soon be up and 
running and able to respond to requests for Good 
Neighbour Support. 

Watch out for our update in June. 

Sheepy Local History Society 
March’s meeting included an illustrated talk and display 
on local archaeological finds.  On display were a copy of 
1654 will of Thomas Tookey of New House Grange; copy 
of 1852 will of Robert Faux Jr, of Cliff House & “Compton 
Ash”; copy of 1863 Electoral Rolls of Magna, Parva, 
Merevale, Sibson, Upton, Twycross, Ratcliffe & Orton; 
circa 1949 photo of Frederick Vero (owner of Sheepy 
Lodge & director of Sheepy Mill); 1960s/70s newspaper 
articles; original Feb/March1980 parish magazines etc. 

On 27 March, Hanson auctioneers were offering for sale 
around 100 original 18th & 19th Century vellum 
indentures, all relating to Sheepy, with an estimate of 
£200 to £300.  On viewing, they proved to be as described 
& in excellent condition.  Taking the estimate into 
account, a commission bid thought to be sufficient to 
acquire the lot for the Society & the community, was left 
with the auctioneers. Regrettably, we were unsuccessful.  

The next meeting is on Tuesday 8 May at 7:30pm at 
Sheepy Memorial Hall. Everyone welcome. No admission 
fee, but donations very much appreciated. There will be 
NO research/cataloguing session in May as this coincides 
with a bank holiday.  For further details about the Society, 
Tel. 01827 880721 or email: 
sheepyhistory@btinternet.com  

You are invited 
 

Ladies Day &  
Lads Afternoon 

The Black Horse will be 
showing The Royal Wedding 

& the FA Cup Final 

Saturday 19 May 
From 10.30am help celebrate the marriage of  

Harry and Meghan 

Bring your friends and flags—Dress to impress. 
Canapés and fizz available. 

And in the afternoon, we will be showing the FA 
Cup Final—Footie Food available 

The Black Horse Pub, Sheepy Magna 

01827 880555 

Soaked in Prayer 
Former Sheepy resident Christopher Rigg, now living in 
the Netherlands, sent the following translation of a 
modern Dutch hymn which he felt was particularly 
applicable to Sheepy at the time of the re-ordering and, 
indeed, to all our rural churches: 

Joy brings us to this house where the Word comes to us. 
God calls his Name to us and raises a hymn in us. 

This house of wood and stone is soaked in prayer of 
those who went before, and long has weathered storms. 

This house that bears the spores of our humanity, 
these pillars that bear it all.  Wilt Thou bear us too? 

Let this be a place where the heavens open, 
Let Thine angels comfort us, in this place of Thine. 

So reveal Thy Presence to us.  
Let Thy Name share our way, and hallow us with Thy 

Light, with Thy Eternal Counsel. 
Satisfy us with a new understanding, 

proclaim Thy Word to us; 
Nourish us with the daily bread, the bread broken for us. 

This house has weathered the passing years 
but the Power will remain for those who shelter here 

till all is accomplished. 
Translation by Christopher Rigg of Dutch hymn of  

the Rev. Sytze de Vries (1945–) 

mailto:sheepygns@hotmail.com
mailto:sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
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Progress With Sheepy Church 
The new floor is a sandwich of many layers.  The first 
few were quick to install. 

 Firstly a thick layer of insulating artificial aggregate 
of blown glass in the form of 2 inch cuboids that 
look like coke but weigh next to nothing.  

 This is laid on a membrane that sits on the levelled 
and rolled dirt, gravel and hard core from the old 
floor.  

 Then another membrane to stop the growth of 
vegetation and keep the various levels separate. 

 All this is being topped with limecrete, a light lime 
based concrete that is kinder to the old church 
than modern concrete.  Limecrete is slow to mix 
but by the time you read this it will all be in place.  

 The electricians have completed their first fix and 
the cables track from the fuse box to all the 
sockets and outlets that we will install.  These lie in 
conduit in the blown glass or in channels cut into 
the walls.   

 Next comes a layer of cork onto which the pipes 
for the underfloor heating are fixed before being 
covered with a screed.  

 The stone floor will sit on the screed—Voila! 

While the Church is Closed 
1. Services will be held in Sheepy Primary school. 

2. Brunch will be served in the Black Horse on the 
second Saturday in each month between 
9.30am and 11.30am.  In May it will be the 14th. 
£5 a head, a memorable complete breakfast. 

Tuesday Church 
Owing to the reordering in Sheepy Church, Tuesday 
Church will be held in Sheepy Primary School until the 
Church reopens.  Tuesday Church is an informal 
service with music, a story and a craft 
activity.   

It is normally held on the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month, at 1:30pm.  Reception 
children from Sheepy Primary School 
attend, but this service is open to all 
pre-school children and their carers.  We meet again 
on Tuesday 8 May.  Watch this space for when we 
recommence in a warm Church! 

Open the Book 
Open the Book is a series of Bible stories presented 

weekly by small teams to the children 
of Sheepy Primary School. 

We usually meet on a Monday 
morning to rehearse, and then 
“perform” in school on Wednesday 
morning.  Each session takes about half an hour.   

If you would like to be involved in this rewarding 
experience, please contact Revd Julia Hargreaves, or 
Sue Houghton on 01827 880517.  All volunteers are 
fully DBS checked. 

Mothers Union 
14 May we will be going to Sutton Cheney Wharf for 
lunch.  Meeting in Sheepy Magna lay-by at 10:30 am. 
Please contact Mrs Jean Negus if you would like to go 
on 01827 880645. 

Open House 
We will be joining the Mothers’ Union on their trip to 
Sutton Cheney Wharf.  All details above. 

Sheepy Magna Ladies Group 
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 16 May and our 
Strawberry Supper is on Wednesday 20 June. 

We are a friendly group who meet on the third 
Wednesday of each month, in Sheepy Memorial Hall 
at 7:30pm, unless otherwise advertised.  We enjoy 
listening to speakers, theatre trips and of course 
wonderful suppers! and so why not come along and 
see what you think of us.  New members and visitors 
are always welcome.  For more information ring Sue 
on 01827 880517 or Pat on 01827 880627. 

Sheepy WI 
Our ‘Antiques Roadshow’ should have been with 
Charles Hanson from Bargain Hunt.  Unfortunately he 
had to cancel at the last minute, due to filming 
commitments, but his colleague, Vanessa Savage, 
proved to be a wonderful step in!  With a packed house, 
and many items brought to be valued, she spent well 
over an hour telling us their origins and current auction 
prices.  There were some very smiley faces by the end 
of the evening! 

Some of the Sheepy WI ladies attended a mosaic 
workshop and came away with some delightful pieces 
after only a few hours of tuition (photos, back cover). 

If you like the sound of these sorts of events we’d love 
you to come and join us.  We meet at Sheepy Memorial 
Hall on the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.  The 
next meeting is 22 May when we will be learning Irish 
Dancing.  If you’d like further details, please contact 
Juliet on 07553 055787 or check out sheepywi.org 

Sheepy News (cont on p8) 
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MG EVANS & SONS LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

  

Holmville House, Long Street, Atherstone CV9 1AX 
Telephone: 01827-713240 – 24 hours 

  

20 Albert Rd, Tamworth B79 7JN 
Telephone: 01827-310035 – 24 hours 

  

Established 1969 – Over 45 years in business 

Rolls Royce Hearse 
Horse Drawn Hearse 

www.mgevansandsons.co.uk 

GOLDEN CHARTER FUNERAL PLANS 
Jaguar Limousines 

Pinwall Garden Services 

Call Dan on 07931 506613 
 

Regular garden maintenance 

One-off tidy ups 

Tree and Shrub pruning 

Grass and hedge cutting 

All types of weed control 

Fencing work 

 

 

 
 

Restore your inner peace with  
a relaxing treatment 

*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT 

*Indian Head Massage 

*Hot Stones Massage 

Call JILLY on 07971 488690 
Reiki Master and Teacher 
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Shenton News 

Can You 
Offer Molly 

a Home? 

Molly is a shy but 
friendly five-year-
old neutered black 
and white cat who, 

due to drastic 
changes with her 

owner’s 
circumstances, is looking for a new home.  Originally 
from Lichfield she would suit a quiet home, or one 
with one other cat, as she likes her own company 

and space.  Molly does venture out but she is 
equally happy as an indoor cat, as she is quite timid.  

She is very friendly and quirky preferring to drink 
water directly from a running tap when she can!  

She comes complete with cat bed, toys and dry/wet 
food supplies. 

If you can offer Molly a loving home ring Sheepy 
01827 880314 or text 07786 914055 In Aid of the School Trim Trail 

The renovation work at St John’s Shenton has now been 
completed.  This was a huge project for us and has 
brought the local community together to preserve this 
important building in the very centre of Shenton.  The 
work has been funded by generous donations from 
local residents and significant grants from the Listed 
Places of Worship Roof Repair Fund, The Leicestershire 
Historic Churches Trust, and the Alan Evans Memorial 
Fund.  

The project took over 8 months to complete and many 
more months prior to that in the organisation and 
preparation.  The project was professionally managed 
by architect Peter Rogan, whose specialist knowledge 
was absolutely invaluable.  The builders were Ackroyds 
from Nottingham, who have also carried out work at 
other churches locally, including Twycross.  The 
scaffolding was provided by Tamworth Scaffolding and, 
as was evident, this was a massive job and the entire 
tower had to be scaffolded throughout the project.  

The work involved repairing or replacing old guttering 
and creating new soakaways.  The stone work at the top 
of the tower and over some of the windows was in very 
poor condition and large parts had to be replaced by 
skilled stone masons to make the church safe again.  
Essential repointing was also carried out whilst we had 

the scaffolding in place.  In 
addition, main beams at the very 
top of the tower were found to 
be rotten and it is just as well that 
this work was done now.  The 
belfry floor has been substantially 
repaired and new access ladders 
installed which makes the climb 
to the top of the tower 
significantly less frightening.  A 
lot of the cost of this project was 
met by the Listed Places of Worship Roof Repair Fund, 
which deals with roof and rainwater goods and without 
which this renovation would not have been possible.  Of 
course, maintaining the roof and rainwater goods on a 
building is key to preserving that building and by doing 
this work now we hope to have preserved this Grade 2* 
listed church for many years to come.  

Throughout the project the church remained open and 
it is fitting that our next two services in the May and 
June will be baptisms.  We are also intending to 
organise an official thanksgiving service to mark the 
completion of the works and details of that will be 
published in due course.  

Charles Wollaston  Church Warden 
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JAMIE EDWARDS 
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR 

  

Tel: 01827 881098 
Mobile: 07900 908007 

Sibson 

High Class Interior & Exterior 

Painting & Decorating 

M D Matthews 
  

Telephone: 01827-718974 
Mobile: 07946-731649 

Email:  
mdmatt@btinternet.com 

PRIME BEEF & LAMB 
LOCALLY PRODUCED 

Licensed to deal in game 

             BATES OF  
    ATHERSTONE LTD 

6 Market Street, Atherstone 
Telephone: 01827 713175 

 

OAKEY & MILLER 
GARDENING SERVICES 

 
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding, 

Hedge cutting 

No job too small 
 

Call ROBERT on 07814 586013 
or STUART on 07478349521 

for a free quote 

MKS Décor 
 

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN 
 

For a FREE quotation contact 

Matthew on: 07816 428929 

email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk  

Softleys 
in the Square 

Market Bosworth 
Telephone:  

01455 290464 
All menus available to view online or telephone us 

Accommodation available from £69.00 

Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26 

A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner 

Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16 

email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com 
www.softleys.com 

 

SMITHS GARAGE LTD 
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE 

CV9 3NB 
  

• NEW & USED CAR SALES 

• SERVICE & MOT TESTING 

• ACCIDENT REPAIRS 

• FORD PARTS SALES 
 

OPENING HOURS: 
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm 
Saturday 8:00am to 5:00pm 

  

TELEPHONE 
01827-712156 
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Sibson News 

Sibson 
Village Hall 

Looking for somewhere to hold a regular 
group or event?  Look no further 

Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any 
occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, off road 

parking and a pleasant outdoor area.   
 

Cost of hire: 
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:  

£12 per hour, or excluding Main Hall: £7.00 ph 
 

We only charge for the time of the event 
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards 

 

For further details, to check availability, and to 
book, please call Brian May on 01827 880511 

 @Sibson Parish Village Hall 

Sibson Churchyard planting 

An appeal to anyone who has surplus bedding 
plants or shrubs .   

Please bring them along to St. Botolph's 
Churchyard on Sunday 3 June between 10 and 12 
noon, together with your tools ,to plant them in 
the flower beds around the Church which are 
looking a little bare at the moment. Thank you. 

Ladies that Lunch 
This month we are  
meeting at: 

The Lime Kilns on the A5 
on Thursday 17 May at 
12.30pm.   

All are welcome 

Warnings and Reminders 
I’ve recently been sent the following 

from Action Fraud or  
Neighbourhood Alert: 

1. Fraudsters claiming to be from Action Fraud are contacting victims using automated phone calls to 
gain remote access to their computers and drain bank accounts.  Victims are informed that their 
computers have been hacked, which has led to their online bank account being compromised and 
funds being withdrawn.  The fraudsters have used the names, “Officer John Thompson”, “David 
Jones” and have been using several different telephone numbers, with “02921328585” appearing on 
multiple occasions.   

2. Fraudulent Cryptocurrency Investments and Fake Endorsements.  Fraudulent websites alleging to 
offer cryptocurrency investments are dishonestly using the image of Martin Lewis, the founder and 
editor for moneysavingexpert.com, as an endorsement for their companies.  Martin Lewis has 
published a warning to the public saying “I don’t do adverts. If you ever see one with my face or name 
on it, it is without my permission, and usually a scam”. 

3. Church Roof Thefts—Over the past month, Leicestershire Police have seen an increase in rural 
churches being targeted, with lead roofs stripped and stolen.  Specifically, we have seen offences 
across the East and South Leicestershire area.  We need to ask our local communities to be vigilant 
towards suspicious behaviour in and around Churches.  When carrying out these crimes, thieves will 
often have one or more vehicles with them as a way of transporting the lead away from the scene. 
Crimes have even occurred in broad daylight with those responsible giving the outward appearance of 
being on church premises for a legitimate reason.  If you see persons or vehicles acting suspiciously 
please call 101 and report it to the Police so that we can record and act on the information. 

(For more information on any of these, please contact me—Editor) 
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Renovation Experts 
 

High class builder with 30yrs experience 

offering specialist services 

Refurbishment & restoration of traditional 
properties using reclaimed materials & 

traditional building methods 

Barn conversions 

Orangeries/oak conservatories 

Farm houses 

Extensions & alterations 

Luxury period bathrooms 

Bespoke hand-made kitchens 
 

See our range of green oak garden furniture at  

www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk 
 

01827 881085 or 07875 498628 

email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com 

For CLOSE BOARD and 

BESPOKE FENCING that  

“LOOKS THE PART” 

DESIGNED and BUILT  

to DO THE JOB and LAST 
 

Feather edge, post & rail, picket 
fencing; panels supplied/fitted  

Post repair specialist 

Rose arches, raised beds,  
planters, screens 

Garden gates made to order 

Garden woodworking solutions 
No job too small 

All jobs surveyed free, written estimate within 7 days 

2a St Michael’s Court, Stoney Stanton 

Operating from Stoke Golding 

Call John on 01455 212984  
or Mob 07890 070681 

www.fencemanjohn.co.uk 
johns_wood04@hotmail.com 

Proud member of: 
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St James Church 
49 Club Winners: A Senter, B Chantler, F Philips,  
D Suckling. 

If you would like to join this crucial church fund-
raiser, then please call Audrey on 01827 880035.  
We do have quite a few spare numbers at the 
moment (there is no obligation to remain a member 
long term).  Only £1 per week, £25 prize every week. 
Next subs due: 5 May 2018. 

Women’s Institute 
Our meeting on Monday 21 May is the Resolutions 
Meeting, followed by Paul Taberner speaking on The 
Real CSI.  The meeting will be held at the Village Hall 
beginning at 7:15pm.  As a visitor, there will be a 
charge of just £2, plus £1 for homemade 
refreshments, and there is also a raffle.  Come and 
join us, it will be an enjoyable evening.  Phone Carol 
Goodridge on 01827 720896. 

Twycross House School 
See back cover for story and pictures of the 
production of Mrs Kirkpatrick’s favourite musical—
Oliver! 

Twycross News 
Joan Mugleston 1931–2018 

On 19 March, after six weeks in Burton Hospital, 
Joan sadly passed away, aged 87. 

Joan was the daughter of Jack and Harriet Williams 
and was born at Clare Barnes Cottage in Twycross.  
She went to Congerstone School then on to Dixie 

Grammar School at Market Bosworth. 

All her early years were spent around Twycross as 
the family had moved near to Snarestone then back 

to Clare Barns Cottage.  They then moved to a 
cottage opposite St James’ Church Twycross.   

Joan cleaned for Mr Fearn at the Hollies. 

She married Keith and lived for a time at Norton-
Juxta rectory, which is now Twycross Zoo. 

Keith and Joan then moved away to Glascote Heath 
in 1960 and spent their lives there but never forgot 

Twycross, supporting the 49 club and enjoyed 
receiving the Sheepy Benefice Gazette. 

Keith died several years ago.  The family grave is 
here in Twycross Churchyard, so Joan will be 

brought back to Twycross, the place where she 
grew up.  Condolences to the family. 

Twycross Parish—April Council 
Report, abridged (incorporates 

Orton and Norton Juxta) 
a) Local plan review to 2036 

Hinckley and Bosworth Council received around 800 
responses to their initial local plan consultation, 
including a response from our parish council which 
was agreed at a special meeting in March.  HBBC will 
now produce a preferred plan option later in the 
year, for further consultation. 

b) Litter and recycling  

Both Twycross and Norton are carrying out local litter 
picks with assistance from HBBC.  There are 
significant fines for people who litter, and HBBC does 
prosecute when it has evidence of littering.  HBBC 
has made recycling easier by removing caddies from 
recycling bins, and there will be further changes in 
refuse collection later this year. Help us keep our 
parish clean by using litter bins which are emptied 
regularly. 

c) Pot holes 

The County Council currently has funds for repairing 
pot holes, so please report any potholes with the on 
line form at www.leicestershire.gov.uk click ‘report a 
road problem’, or phone on 0116 305 001. 

d) Crime detection and prevention 

Emma Maxwell, the new divisional police inspector, 
is trying to make police officers more visible in parish 
areas following a number or recent burglaries and 
attempted burglaries.  The non-emergency 101 
telephone number now has significantly improved 
response times if you do report anything to the 
police. 

e) Twycross Zoo parking 

The Zoo has had problems parking visitors, which has 
caused serious traffic queues on the A444.  The 
parish council will discuss this issue further at our 
meeting on 24 May. 

You can find more information about the parish 
council on our website. 

http://www.parish-council.com/twycross/ 

 

Alan Davies, Chairman 
Cock Lane, Norton Juxta Twycross.  

Tel: 01827880277. April 2018.   

http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk
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Maths Tuition 
Available for AS, A Level,  

GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs 

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958 

Advertise in this space. 

Contact the Editor 
Helen Anderton 

helenca@waitrose.com 
01827 714855 

 

www.francescasinclair.co.uk 

Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk 

Telephone 07901 547360 

Private Tuition 
since 2004 by  

fully qualified teacher 

A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology 

GCSE Maths & Sciences 

Home schooling, adult learners &  

teacher training support 

Dr Alan Wood 
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk 

Tel: 01827 719923 

TIM HARDING 

Your Local Electrician 
 

no job too small or large 

FREE advice  

& quotations 
 

Telephone 

07977 012940 or 01827 880473 

Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna, 

Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ 

Superfast 
Leicestershire 

(Fibre Broadband) 
According to the latest update: 

Congerstone Lane, 
Shackerstone  

(Twycross Cabinet 7) now live 

 

Twycross Cabinet 8 on Main 
Street, Twycross—experiencing 

problems but should go live 
within 3 months 

mailto:the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
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Grandparent Gardening 

On the last Thursday before we broke up for 
the Easter holidays, we were lucky enough to 
be visited by a whole host of grandparents. 
They had kindly volunteered their time in 
order to help sort out our outdoors.  They 
quickly set to, pruning, weeding and planting.  
It was lovely to see new people in our grounds 
and so kind of them to give up their time to 
help us.  In a matter of hours, they really 
transformed our gardens.  Thank you to 
everyone who was able to come along and 
support the school in this way.  

In addition, we would like to say a special 
thanks to Jacob B’s grandma.  She has come in 
on several occasions to weed and prune for us 
in the past few months and has promised to 
come in soon and do some more for us.  We 
really appreciate the help.  Also thanks to 
Alice’s Dad who came in over the Easter 
holidays, armed with pruning shears and a jet 
wash.  So many people have commented what a 
difference he has made to our paths and 
playground.  Thank you everyone—what a lovely 
community we have here. 

French Day 

On the very last day of term, we learnt about 
and celebrated the French culture.  There 
were lots of fabulous activities on offer for 
the children to enjoy.  One of the delightful 
Easter traditions that they learnt about was 
done through making some lovely tinkling bells: 
On the evening of Holy Thursday (Le Jeudi 
Saint) something very strange and special 
happens!  All the church bells in France grow 
wings and fly away to Rome.  The bells go to 
visit the Pope.  During their visit, they are 
blessed by the Pope and collect chocolate 
goodies to give to French children.  This means 
that all the church bells in France remain 
silent.  Then the bells fly back to France early 
on the morning of Easter Day.  This happy day 
is Le Jour De Pâques.  As the Easter bells 
(les cloches de Pâques) fly back, they drop 
chocolate goodies into the gardens of the 
French towns.  In the morning, usually someone 
will call out, ‘Les cloches sont passées!’ 
meaning that the bells have visited.  Then the 
children have great fun finding the scattered 
goodies!  And all the bells ring again because 

they have returned from Rome and are 
celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus! 

In addition, the children also decorated boiled 
eggs, made crudités and learnt about the 
French artist Monet.  All in all, a wonderful 
day to end the term.  

To Infinity and Beyond! (Photos front cover) 

We began our first topic of the summer term 
with a visit from the Royal Astronomical 
Society.  Many thanks to Dennis, who came 
into school, along with his telescopes and a 
wealth of information.  He spoke to each class, 
explaining many interesting facts about the 
stars and the universe.  The children were 
amazing, so attentive and polite.  The older 
children took copious notes so that they can 
do a report all about his presentation.  Dennis 
was really good with the pupils, and answered 
all their questions, in fact he said that we can 
email any further questions to him that come 
up during the course of the topic.  Thanks 
Dennis and Mrs Hall for organising a brilliant 
start to the term. 

PTA Proceedings 

The PTA are working really hard this year, as 
they always do, to help raise funds towards 
the cost of resurfacing our trim trail. In the 
Spring term we hosted our first Race night. It 
was a brilliant evening – everyone was very 
enthusiastic in cheering their horse on to 
victory. There was a lot of support from 
parents for this and I think that this will 
become a new favourite event. At the end of 
term we had a disco for the children, which 
had a great turnout.  

Coming up in June, we are looking forward to 
another Fashion and Fizz evening – do come 
along  on 14th to Sibson Village Hall and grab 
yourself a bargain and help support the school 
at the same time. Our big event for the year 
will be a barn dance – also in June on the 30th  
- which promises to be a fabulous evening 
filled with music and merriment. Why not come 
along and enjoy what I’m sure will be a 
wonderful evening with friends and your school 
community?   See poster on  page 11. 

 

Mrs Alison Field, Headteacher 

Sheepy Magna CofE Primary School News 
www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk 
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www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall  07443 302 225 sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk 

Sheepy Memorial Hall 

Regular Activities (in Alphabetical order) 
Adult Tap Classes:  Thursdays 7pm, contact Bonnie 07973 743217. 

Baby Massage Course: Thursdays, 10:30-11:30am.  Call Victoria 0791 970162. 

Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday monthly 7pm. 

Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm  

Dance Fit: 9:15am Wed, £4 for 1 hour, contact Bonnie 07973 743 217.  

Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve monthly 01827 880517 

Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 email puppyschool@mail.com, website 
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk 

Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 10:30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and Tea, great chat and 
company. 

Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd Tuesday monthly7:30pm; plus Research & Cataloguing last 
Monday monthly 10-12noon in 1st Floor Heritage Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com 

Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30-9:30pm - Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602 

Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 12 noon till 1:30 pm.  All comers welcome, just turn up.  

Sparkenhoe Arts 
Society 

www.sparkenhoearts.co.uk  

Next lecture  14 May 2018 

LEAVES FROM A FAMILY ALBUM: THE 
1890S & 1900S THROUGH THE  

EYE OF THE CAMERA.  

Having inherited a remarkable 

collection of family photographs & 

with the help of letters, diaries & 

newspapers, Rupert has 

reconstructed the lives of his 

ancestors.  Rupert will also reveal an 

intriguing link with Market Bosworth. 
Rupert Willoughby is a prize-winning 

historian who specialises in the domestic 
& social life of the past.  He is an author, 
writes guides for English Heritage, & is 
an experienced lecturer on architecture, 

interior decoration & costume. 

Tickets for all events available from Sheepy Memorial Hall 07443 302 225,  
or see the website www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall 

Hall Bookings: 

Available for parties, family celebrations  and funerals. 

Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term bookings.   
Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, or look at our website for more details. 
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Emergency Numbers 

If you find yourself housebound and in 
need, please ring one of these 

numbers for help: 

Sheepy:  Mrs Green 01827 880047 or  
Mrs Negus 01827 880645 

Ratcliffe:  Mrs Pratt 01827 714565 

Orton:  Mrs McKay 01827 880308 

Twycross:  vacant 

 

I was really struggling to get good photos for the covers this month, as 
you’ll see. 

Do please take photos of your village events and send them through to 
me—it’s a real shame when I can’t fill the covers with local snaps. 

I regularly get sent emails from Action Fraud and Neighbourhood Watch 
about potential crimes and frauds, and once again I’ve included some useful tips on  
page 13.  I also receive text alerts from the police through Rural Watch about suspicious 
activity in our area—I strongly suggest you sign up too:  
www.leics.police.uk/categories/rural-watch 

Next month my lovely assistant, Tony Coley, will be stepping in as editor and I’m sure 
he’d appreciate lots of news and photos.  News for June to your village correspondent, as 
named above, by 12 May please.  

I’m happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but I reserve the right, as 
editor, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.      HA 

Notes from the Editor 
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Twycross House School 
performance of Oliver 

During the last week of term Mrs Kirkpatrick’s 
favourite musical, ‘Oliver!’, was performed; a 
fitting choice for the first senior musical in this 

new building.  The talented cast were 
supported by a live band and received a 

standing ovation on the final night.  This was 
testament to the energetic and professional 

performance put on for two sell-out audiences. 

Sheepy WI 

Members brought their antiques to be 
discussed and valued by Vanessa Savage 

(above right) and learned to make 
mosaics (below) including this stunning 
seahorse made by Jean Pritchett, right. 


