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Three Spring Christenings
Above left: Jacob William Toon, baptised at St Edith’s, Orton, on
23 March 2019, seen with his parents Claire and Matt.
Above right, Julia Grace Parkinson baptised at All Saints Sheepy Magna.
Below left and right, Joseph David Cartwright, baptised at All Saints’ Ratcliffe
Culey, on 24 March 2019. (Was he trying to take a swim in the font?!)
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Church Services—May 2019
All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org
There is also a Communion service at 9am every Thursday at All Saints Sheepy Magna

View From a Shenton Pew
I was in Southwold the
other day and, as it
happened, there was a
Dachshund day where
around 400 Dachshunds
were being walked on
the beach.
Dachshunds, which were
bred as badger hounds,
seem to be the dog du jour and whilst my own dog is
several orders of magnitude bigger, it was fun seeing
them all together. What I found most interesting
though was the interaction of the owners. It has to
be said that when I come across other dog owners on
a walk the vast majority are very friendly and like to
have a chat about our respective pooches. It’s really
nice to have something immediately in common with
a total stranger—and this is certainly even more the
case when you come across someone with a dog of
the same breed. My own dog is fairly unusual so it is
always a joy to meet another. Certainly, the
Dachshund owners and their dogs were having a
great time.
I am sure that, without our dogs in tow (although in
my case I am the one being towed) most people
would probably just walk past each other without
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further interaction other than, perhaps, a cursory
“good morning”. I wondered why.
I think the answer rests with obviously having
something in common. I appreciate that this is a
generality but I suspect that people were more
friendly in the past than they are now and also more
friendly in the countryside than in towns. The reason
for this, I think, is that back in the day, where villages
were smaller and everyone knew each other, there
was a strong community spirit. Therefore, we all had
something immediately in common with our
neighbours.
The population of the UK has almost doubled since
1900 and so, naturally, our local communities have
become more populous. However, notwithstanding
that, we can still treat each other as neighbours. The
Dachshund owners on the beach in Southwold
proved that.
To balance this article I will have to think of
something to say about cats in my next View from a
Pew!
Charles Wollaston, Churchwarden, Shenton
(For the benefit of those, like me, left wondering—Charles’ dog is a
flat coated retriever! - Ed)
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View From the Pulpit
In the same week of hearing this news, Barwell
church had been the victim of a similar crime and
another of our six churches, St John’s, Shenton, had
an internal door broken.
When sharing this news the following Sunday, at a
service in Sibson church, the response was to gather
on Good Friday in these churches of our benefice and
pray. We shared prayers of protection, of
forgiveness, of hope for the continued life of the
church in these communities.

Living stones
In the last week of term leading up to the Easter
holiday, the Open the Book story was acted out in
church by the Year 6 children, who offered two
stories in one: The Dreadful Day & A Happy Day,
telling of the events of Good Friday, reconciled with
the glorious Easter morning.

If you are the praying sort … I ask of you to join us in
prayer, whenever you drive past, walk past, or enter
the buildings that stand as unique places in your
villages.
A small group who wish to sustain the life of the
Christian place of worship, and are often
overwhelmed by the task ahead, serves each church.

The boy chosen to play Peter told his mum his role,
and she said to him “So you’re the rock!” He looked
perplexed “What do you mean?”

I ask of you all, if you have any skills or time that
could be offered, without commitment, to the church
council, but to be part of our ‘Church care’.

Jesus called Peter to be the rock on which the
church is built… So I tell you, you are Peter. And
I will build my church on this rock. The power
of death will not be able to defeat my church.

If you feel passionately that these historic and quite
beautiful buildings remain for the future generation
to inherit, then please speak with me or any of the
wardens of our churches, [contact details are on the
inside of the back cover] please come and join in with
the care of the stones, the rock that the Christian
church represents in our village and culture.

Matthew 16:18 International Children’s Bible (ICB)

In the Bible, Jesus uses the metaphor of rock and
stones to illustrate the foundations and strength of
‘The Church’. I have often said that the church is its
people, not the building and, whilst this is true, we
still value highly our place of worship, in which we can
gather and thank God collectively for the life of the
church in the world.
Sadly ,over the past year one of our six churches, St
Edith’s, Orton on the Hill has been targeted by lead
thefts, the last in August 2018, and the church spent
many months seeking permission from the Council
and Diocese to replace the lead with steel. They also
used that time to fundraise vital money to pay for the
repairs. These were completed in Early March … but
within weeks the thieves had returned and been up
on the roof, stealing any remaining lead they could
find, including gutter linings and roof flashings,
causing major damage to the whole of the church
roof; the repairs and work required seem almost
insurmountable.

The Lord Jesus is the “stone” that lives. The
people of the world did not want this stone. But
he was the stone God chose. To God he was
worth much. So come to him. You also are like
living stones. Let yourselves be used to build a
spiritual temple—to be holy priests who offer
spiritual sacrifices to God. He will accept those
sacrifices through Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 2:4-12 International Children’s Bible (ICB)

Blessings
Revd Julia Hargreaves
The following day, after writing my thoughts for this
month on buildings and their significance for our culture
and heritage, the events in Paris hit the world
headlines—the fire destroying much of the magnificent
Notre Dame Cathedral caused shock waves around the
world, for people of all faiths and none. Our thoughts
and prayers are with France.
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For all Domestic & Commercial Needs
CONTACT DANIEL ON
07377 992043 or
info@dkrfencing.com
www.dkrfencing.com
(Stoke Golding based)

Fencing:


All mesh systems including
high security and compounds



Palisade, Bow-Top, etc.



Timber—picket, feather-edge etc.



Railings; Handrails; Knee-rails



Gates, including 'panic' systems



Bollards and barriers



Repair and upgrading of existing or
damaged installations

Hard Landscaping:


Paving and patios; Tarmac



Walls; Gravel paths and drives



Eco-grid style areas for parking etc.

Soft Landscaping:


Seeding



Turfing



Shrub, Hedge and Tree Planting, with
appropriate advice by a qualified
horticultural member of the team

Q. How do mathematicians scold their children?
A. “If I’ve told you n times I’ve told you n + 1 times … ”
Did you hear about the mathematician who was afraid of
negative numbers?
He would stop at nothing to avoid them!
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Orton News
Car Fest 2019
NB Classics on the Hill will take place at Church
Farm on Sunday 2 June – not Saturday as listed
in last month’s gazette. This looks like being a
big event so for full details contact Kent/Rachel
on 07774 965879 or
kent.thompson@pertemps.co.uk.

Plant Sale
Saturday 11 May 10–4 in church. First class
home-grown veg & flower plants at bargain
prices. Refreshments available all day too—free
admission.

Orton Bell Ringers
The group is fortunate to have access to an
extensive set of hand-bells which should really be
being put to greater use !!
Tune-ringing on hand-bells is a satisfying but simple
form of musicality which requires no vocal or manual
dexterity, merely some concentration and a sense of
rhythm.
Anyone from the villages interested in being part of a
band within the group should initially contact
Graham on 01827 880168 or email
grahamjanet.orton@btinternet.com

Family Fun Day
Saturday 29 June at Hill Cottage.
Good old fashioned fun with BBQ,
ice creams, children's races, tug of
war etc. All profits to go to HALE,
which stands for Health Action
Leics for Ethiopia which provides
medical equipment and
assistance to hospitals in Ethiopia.

Mary Queen of Scots
Lesley Smith was spellbinding as
Mary Queen of Scots. Her
presence and passion brought the
tragic life of the mother of James
1st to life and the candlelit church
and odd rumble of thunder added
to the atmosphere.
Approximately 90 people enjoyed
her performance, organised by
Sharon (pictured here with the
Queen, and in colour on the back
cover.)

“60 minute Makeover”
The spring clean at church saw a dozen or so people
beavering away in and around the church (as above)
—amazing what can be done with no tea breaks!
Many thanks to everyone who helped.

Church Roof Update
Instead of celebrating the completion of our new
steel chancel roof, I have to report that on the final
visit from the builders just before Easter they found
that the nave, south aisle, mausoleum and new
chancel roof had been stripped of every bit of
remaining lead guttering & flashing,
damaging much of the stone-work
and roof panels in the process.
So it’s another round of grant
applications and fund raising just to
keep the church watertight, instead
of progressing with our internal
improvements.
Words fail me and I'm beginning to
lose my enthusiasm for the job, so if
anyone would like to help, please
get in touch—Margaret 01827
880308 or Hoymckay@aol.com

Save the date:
Monday 17 June
“The Importance of being Ernie” a
one man show celebrating the life of
Ernie Wise.

See p15 for PC News
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Your Local

Electrical Installation &
Maintenance Service
No Job Too Small → No Obligation Quotes
Tel: Dave 07443 418487
Email: davew1407@gmail.com
David Wilkins, 5 Main Rd, Ratcliffe Culey, Atherstone, CV9 3NY

Lawn
Care

Tree Pruning
Rubbish
Removal

Garden
Maintenance

Hedge
Trimming

Cleaning
Paths &
Paving

Weeding
Contact Clive on:
Tel 01827 713379
Mob 07971 646107

Advertise in this space.
Contact the Editor
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
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Ratcliffe Culey News
Ratcliffe Friendship Club
At our April meeting we enjoyed a lively and
interesting talk on “Hats and Hatting in Atherstone”
and various related topics given by Sheila Johnston.
In May we are only having social meetings, but on 8
June from 3pm to 5pm we have our Annual Charity
Afternoon Tea.
Our charity this year is the Macular Society. Agerelated macular degeneration (AMD) is a common
progressive condition that affects the middle part of
the field of vision, perhaps leading to near blindness.
Recent figures show about 1.5 million people in the
UK are affected. The Society has highlighted a lack of
money spent on research and wishes to raise money
not only for this but for advice and practical support
for those affected.

Past Events
Quiz Night
Eighteen contestants turned out for the Quiz on
Friday 5 April. The usual searching questions were
posed by Karen and asked by David. The result was
close with two Ratcliffe teams sneaking through to
take first and second places. Our thanks to our
friends from Sheepy and Atherstone for fielding
teams.
Would you have known the current names of the
following people: Barry Pincus, Thomas Woodward,
William Jefferson Blythe and Julia Elizabeth Wells?

DCC Elections
At the Annual Church Meetings held on Tuesday
19 March at Sheepy church, with Revd Julia
Hargreaves in attendance, the following were elected
to the Ratcliffe Culey District Church Council:
Churchwarden:
Richard Jones.
Deputy Wardens
Betsy Cartwright,
Janice Smith.
Members:
Jean Aucott, Karen Horton,
Sue Wilkins, David Wilkins.
Our thanks to Philip Woodfield for his role as
churchwarden in the past year. Philip has had to
stand down due to frequent travel away for work.

Future Events
Churchyard tidy-up
Volunteers to help clear up overgrown corners of the

churchyard and to trim long grass around gravestones
will be very welcome to join a working party on
Saturday 18 May for any time you can spare between
10am to 12noon. If you can bring strimmers, grass
cutting tools or rakes etc. that would be very helpful.

Sunday Teas
The committee would like to re-start holding Sunday
afternoon teas in the church starting in mid-July. If
you feel that you could assist with serving teas on an
occasional basis, please let one of the committee
members know.

Next Services
Sunday 28 April, Holy Communion at 10am.
Sunday 26 May, Holy Communion at 10am.

Witherley PC News
Neighbourhood Devt. Plan
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council (HBBC) are
holding a public consultation on a supplementary
planning document, The Good Design Guide SPD from
Monday 15 April 2019 until Tuesday 14 May 2019.
Any comments on the document can be made to
planningpolicy@hinckley-bosworth.go.uk. It is 133 pages
long, but specific settlement comments begin on page 69,
and on 124, Action Points Site Survey.
You can view and download The Good Design SPD from
the website: www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk/
gooddesignguide.
There is still a need for more residents from all villages to
get involved in the Neighbourhood Devt Plan groups,
particularly around housing and the environment, to
ensure comprehensive representation. Anyone that
would like to get involved should contact the NDP
Chairman Kay Conway on 07711 764664.

PC Meeting April—extracts re Ratcliffe:
− Playing Field equipment project applied to Awards for
All (Lottery Fund), should hear within 7 weeks.

− Requested LCC Highways install a new street light as
requested by parishioner.

− The fallen oak tree across the River Sense has been
reported to Environment Agency, who visited 10th
April. It will require specialist equipment to remove it
from the river.
− Atherstone Road carriageway reported to LCC
Highways for resurfacing.
− Confirmation given that the grassed area The Green on
Ormes Lane is maintained by the Council.
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Restore your inner peace with
a relaxing treatment
*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT
*Indian Head Massage
*Hot Stones Massage *’M’ Technique

Call JILLY on 07971 488690
Reiki Master and Teacher

Mrs C A Parkes
MCSP SRP
Chartered Physiotherapist
Member of Health Professions Council

Orton House Physiotherapy
Orton House Farm
Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR

Mobile: 0789 996 6214
Telephone: 01827 880238

Handcrafted Cupcakes &
Celebration Cakes!
Vintage china and cutlery hire
All cakes freshly made to order
with locally sourced ingredients
where possible
For further details or to discuss these and
other catering requirements

Contact Jane in Sheepy on:
01827 880996 or 07870 934 192
www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery
www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk

Sheepy Wildflower Patch

Wildflowers for butterflies and
moths – 104 plants.
The Sheepy Flower and Vegetable show have seeded/ Plus various other wildflower
planted an area in the Glade. We should be grateful plants, donated locally.
if everyone could refrain from walking on this patch
All of the wildflower seed in the
and please keep dogs off.
mixes are of UK origin and provenance—they are
The seeds and plants consist of:
from UK stock, harvested in the UK. Our particular
Bee wildflower mix (100% flowers) – 500g.
seeds are from a Warwickshire business, grown
Hedgerow & light shade mix – 100g.
without the use of peat, fungicides or pesticides.
Wildflowers for semi shade – 104 plants.
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(also p8 and p11)

Dates for Your Diary
Village Sale
Monday 6 May (see the ad on page 18) – the church
will be open with stalls and we will be serving soup
and savouries and hot and cold drinks.

Brunch
We have increased our seating capacity to cope with
demand! Please join us for the next Brunch on
Saturday 11 May from 9am-11:30am.

Coffee & Chat
Tuesdays and Thursdays throughout April, coffee
and conversation in the Church from 10am to noon.
Do join us for a chat and a brew.

Brilliant Brass
We are delighted to announce that the awardwinning Foresters Brass band will be performing a
concert in church on Saturday 1 June at 7:30pm—see
box in next column for more details. The band can
trace its roots back to 1902. Forming as the ‘Bread
Street Mission Band’, via several other guises
including The Leicestershire Constabulary Band and
the Leicester Home Guard Band, the band began its
association with The Foresters Friendly Society in
1957, which is thought to be the longest unbroken
sponsorship of any brass band in the country.

We have music, a story and a craft activity.
It is held on the second
Tuesday of the month, at
1:30pm in Sheepy Church.
The next service is on Tuesday
14 May. Why not come along
with your child and have some fun? All helpers are
fully DBS checked.

Could You Open the Book?

Thank you to Sue and
Janice who gave a view of
their experiences of Open
the Book in last month’s
Gazette. They both
obviously find it a
rewarding thing to do and
get a great deal of pleasure
from it.
Choir Concert
For those of you who still
There will be two performances of the acclaimed
do not know what it involves, Open the Book is a
Voices Choir—Saturday 22 and Thursday 27 June,
series of Bible stories presented weekly by small
both at 7:30pm, more details in the June edition.
teams to the children of Sheepy Primary School.
There are eight volunteers who take part at the
Summer Fun and Dog Show
Join us on the Rectory Lawn and in the church for fun moment, but we are in the process of recruiting new
members, which means that we are only committed
and canine frolics on Saturday 27 July at 2:00pm.
to two or three times each half term. The team is
very flexible and even if you could only join us for one
Mothers’ Union & Open House
session a term we would be pleased to welcome you.
Unfortunately, because of holidays, we have had to
We usually meet on a Monday morning to rehearse,
cancel our joint outing with the Open House group.
We look forward instead to our joint Strawberry Tea and then “perform” in school on Wednesday
morning. Each session takes about half an hour. If
on Monday 17 June in Church at 3pm.
you would like to be involved in this rewarding
experience please contact Revd Julia Hargreaves, or
Tuesday Church
Sue Houghton on 01827 880517. All volunteers are
If you care for a preschool child, why not come along fully DBS checked.
to Tuesday Church? This is a lively, informal service
attended by Reception children from Sheepy Primary
(Continued page 11 and
School, but is open to all pre-schoolers and their
Ladies Fashion Show see ad page 18)
carers.
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Sheepy Local History
Society
April’s meeting included Part 2 of the
History of Sheepy Lodge, covering
1903 to 1950, a time of great change
for the owner/occupiers, the
Hanmers. In 1939, 17 children from
St Michael’s School in Handsworth,
Birmingham and their teacher, were
billeted there.
On display: Early 1900s wills of the
Jinks family of Lodge Farm, 1960s CB
Lowe (1920) Ltd pencil; 1960s photos
of Black Horse; 1964 Catalogue of
contents of Cliff House, Watery Lane;
1967 Election of parish councillors;
1972 plan proposed extension of
30mph speed limit; 1977 Sale of
14.25 acres of agricultural land,
Twycross Road; 1996 Sheepy
Gazette, etc.
The next meeting is on Tuesday, 14th
May at 7.30pm at Sheepy Memorial
Hall when we will be continuing the
story of Sheepy Lodge from 1950 to
the present day.
Everyone welcome. Admission by
donation.
Contact details: Lynne Percival on
01827 880721 or email:
sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
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(cont from p9)
during Scarecrow Week and particularly last year’s
brilliant entry: ‘Team of Scarecrow Players’ on his
garden wall, the photo of which made The Gazette.
As well as playing the game, the Sheepy Old Boys FC
has been actively involved in local support and fundraising for over 20 years with various voluntary
community groups, including assistance during the
recent Church Re-ordering programme.
The Sheepy Litter-Pickers, pictured on the back cover
enjoying their meal, would just like to say a “BIG
THANK-YOU” to Clive and the Sheepy Old Boys FC. It
is much appreciated. Also, many thanks to Dean &
Paul of The Black Horse for the delicious lunch.

Have you ever thought about joining a group, but are
put off by high subscriptions when you are not able to
make every meeting?
This year Sheepy Ladies’ Group has kept subscriptions
at £15, which includes refreshments at monthly
meetings. So, come along, give us a try and see what
you think. We offer a wide range of different
speakers, trips out and delicious suppers.
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 15 May. We
meet on the third Wednesday of each month at
7:30pm, in Sheepy Memorial Hall, unless otherwise
advertised. New members and visitors are assured of
a very warm welcome.
For more information about forthcoming events or
The Search for the Lost Tape
the group in general, call Sue on 01827 880517 or Pat
Dorrien Moody, a bell ringer at
on 01827 880627.

Sheepy Church for 50 years, is
Sheepy WI’s last meeting was a talk by Stephen Reay. hoping someone in the parish
might be able to help him trace a
Having been an Atherstone hairdresser for many
recording of the Sheepy bells,
years, Stephen
shared with us his
made around 20 years ago at a
stories, happy,
wedding, which he remembers
hilarious and sad,
but cannot find. The ringers were
about his years as a
Dorrien himself as Caller, together with Neil
hairdresser. As we
all know, a lady tells Jones and Alan, Cyril, Tony and Eric Knight.
her hairdresser
Among Dorrien’s memories: “Sheepy Bell
everything!
Ringers rang a muffled peal on the death of King
It was a great night George VI in 1952 and another on the death of
and Stephen was
the Queen Mother in 2002. We also rang-in
charming, warm
most New Years … the highlight being 2000 …
and funny.
Revd Annette came up to the belfry to wish us
If you like the sound of this sort of event we’d love
all a Happy Millennium and bring us hot mince
you to come and join us. We meet at Sheepy
pies.” “Sheepy Bell Ringers went around the
Memorial Hall on the 4th Tuesday of the month at
7:30pm. The next meeting is 28 May when we will be village carol singing, to collect money to buy
discussing next year’s WI resolutions, followed by
new bell ropes. I spent many happy times
pudding tastings. For more information please
ringing and taught many people to ring bells.
contact Juliet on 07553 055787 or see our website:
It would really make my day if this tape could
www.sheepywi.org
turn up.”

Sheepy WI

Sheepy Litter-Pickers’ Lunch

The Sheepy Litter-Picking Group were generously
treated to a lovely lunch at The Black Horse public
house, Sheepy, courtesy of Clive Blewitt on behalf of
the Sheepy Old Boys Football Club.
Clive, a well-known local resident of Sheepy and a
keen Aston Villa supporter is famous for his displays

If you can help, please ring Dorrien on 01827
880685
(Dorrien also provided a photo taken of the
ringers on another occasion, at ringer Eric
Knight’s wedding—see back cover.)
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PRIME BEEF & LAMB
LOCALLY PRODUCED
Licensed to deal in game

BATES OF
ATHERSTONE LTD
6 Market Street, Atherstone
Telephone: 01827 713175

Advertise in this space.
Contact the Editor
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855

Softleys
in the Square
Market Bosworth
Telephone:
01455 290464
All menus available to view online or telephone us
Accommodation available from £69.00
Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26
A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner
Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £17
email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com
www.softleys.com

High Class Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

M D Matthews

Telephone: 01827-718974
Mobile: 07946-731649
Email:
mdmatt@btinternet.com

JAMIE EDWARDS
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR
Tel: 01827 881098
Mobile: 07900 908007
Sibson

MKS Décor
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER &
DECORATOR
FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

SMITHS GARAGE LTD
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE
CV9 3NB
•
•
•
•

NEW & USED CAR SALES
SERVICE & MOT TESTING
ACCIDENT REPAIRS
FORD PARTS SALES

OPENING HOURS:
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday
8:00am to 5:00pm

TELEPHONE
01827-712156
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WITH 17 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN
For a FREE quotation contact
Matthew on: 07816 428929
email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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Ladies that Lunch
Our next get together will be 12:30pm Thursday 16
May at the Appleby Inn.
All welcome to join us.

SOS—Sibson Open Spaces
We need your help to maintain the beautiful open
spaces around our village! Come and join our ‘SOS’
team (pictured right) on the first Saturday afternoon
of the month, anytime you can spare between 2pm
and 4pm. Even half an hour will help. The aim is to
maintain the walkway through the church grounds
and in/around the village hall. Everyone is welcome
and refreshments are provided … come along, it’s
cheaper than the gym!
Next meeting: Sibson church grounds Saturday 4 May
2pm–4pm. Refreshments provided

Thank You!
A very special ‘Thank you’ to Anne and Nigel Bond for
organising God’s Gardeners for us for so many years.

St Botolph’s Church
Flower Festival Weekend
Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 June 2019.
Come and join us as we celebrate with flowers at St
Botolph’s church, Sibson.
The Church will be open for viewing 2pm–4pm
Saturday 8 June and Sunday 9 June with tea and
delicious homemade cakes available.
Songs of Praise service with your favourite hymns, led
by Reverend Julia, at 4pm on Sunday 9 June.

Attention all Flower Arrangers!
If you would like
to join in the
flower festival by
creating an
arrangement to
display in the
church (the
photo is one
from a previous
year) please
contact:
Alison Melen on 07794 567992 or
alison@genysisconsultants.co.uk
Invitation open to all (including children).

Sibson
Village Hall
Looking for somewhere to hold a regular
group or event? Look no further
Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any
occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, off road
parking and a pleasant outdoor area.
Cost of hire:
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:
£12 per hour; or excluding Main Hall: £7.00 ph
We only charge for the time of the event
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards
For further details, to check availability, and to book,
please call Brian May on 01827 880511
@Sibson Parish Village Hall
A Sunday School teacher was discussing the Ten
Commandments with her five and six year olds.
After explaining the commandment to “Honour
thy Father and thy Mother”, she asked “Is there a
commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers
and sisters?”
Without missing a beat, one little boy (the eldest in a
family) answered “Thou shalt not kill.”
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For CLOSE BOARD and
BESPOKE FENCING that
“LOOKS THE PART”
DESIGNED and BUILT
to DO THE JOB and LAST

High class builder with 30yrs experience
offering specialist services

Feather edge, post & rail, picket
fencing; panels supplied/fitted
Post repair specialist

Refurbishment & restoration of traditional
properties using reclaimed materials &
traditional building methods

Rose arches, raised beds,
planters, screens
Garden gates made to order

Barn conversions

Garden woodworking solutions
No job too small
All jobs surveyed free, written estimate within 7 days
2a St Michael’s Court, Stoney Stanton
Operating from Stoke Golding

Call John on 01455 212984
or Mob 07890 070681
www.fencemanjohn.co.uk
johns_wood04@hotmail.com
Proud member of:
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Renovation Experts

Orangeries/oak conservatories
Farm houses
Extensions & alterations
Luxury period bathrooms
Bespoke hand-made kitchens
See our range of green oak garden furniture at
www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk
01827 881085 or 07875 498628
email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com
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Twycross News

Community News

St James’ Church

Men’s Walking Football
Over 50s

A word to dog owners who walk their dogs in the
Churchyard. Please follow them around as they run
free and pick up after them. It is disrespectful to the
Church and Churchyard. It is also an offence anyway.
I’ve had complaints about it, so please think on.
People find it disgusting.
Rita Reading, Church Warden.
On a more pleasant note, spring time is here so I
thought you would like a poem appropriate to the
time of year:

Bluebell Time
There is joy to be had in the month of May.
I walked in a bluebell wood today,
Clear sky above, the birdsong sweet,
And drifts of bluebells around my feet.
The hazy blue, like a carpet spread.
So careful was I, as to where I should tread,
For sacrilege it seemed to me,
To spoil God’s wild-life sanctuary.
A privilege it was to stand and stare,
With the sweet smell of woodland in the air.
Such beauty it was but I felt sad
There are so many folk
Such joy never have.
Rita Reading, Church Warden

49 Club winners
Bill Nally, Beryl Orm, Fleur Assinder, Amanda
Cartwright, Ben Brooks and Sue Hewitt. Thank you
and congratulations to everyone. (Sorry to have
missed last month’s issue) Audrey Lington.

Twycross Women’s Institute
On Monday 20 May we have a talk from Janet Wroe
on “Quiz Shows on TV”. The meeting will begin at
7:15pm and will be held at the home of Mrs Beryl
Horton at Snarestone. Visitors are very welcome at a
small charge of £2 plus £1 for refreshments.
Come and join us for an enjoyable evening.
For more details contact Carol Goodridge on
01827 720896.

Mondays and Thursdays
at the
QE Atherstone
all-weather pitch
6:30pm–7:30pm.
If interested, just turn up in
sports gear and take part,
or come and watch.
Further details will be
given on the night.
Twycross Parish Council News:
Spring 2019
Affects Twycross, Orton and Norton
Juxta, website http://www.parishcouncil.com/twycross/
a) Local plan review to 2036–Hinckley and Bosworth
Borough Council (HBBC) has been consulting on the latest
stage of its local plan review. We have urged HBBC to
respect the identity of existing settlements and locate
future growth near to existing urban areas. We opposed
the concept of a ‘garden village’ in the north west of our
borough (which includes Twycross parish).
b) Play area improvements–£7k spent on new play
equipment in both the Norton and Twycross play areas
(£2.5k grant received with thanks from HBBC).
c) Parish council elections–2 May 2019, the same day as
elections for councillors in HBBC.
d) New parish clerk–Debbie Fulbrook joined us in
January.
e) Twycross Zoo parking- the zoo has worked hard to
increase its parking facilities, however, there was still
queueing traffic on the A444 at times during the February
school half term so we have asked the zoo to look again
to see if it can do more to ease traffic congestion.
NB This is my last newsletter as chairman of the parish
council. I do thank all Twycross councillors for their work
over the last 4 years. I also congratulate our local county
councillor Ivan Ould on his recent OBE, and continued
thanks to district councillor Kevin Morrell.
Alan Davies, Cock Lane, Norton Juxta Twycross.
Tel: 01827880277. April 2019.
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This box could be
advertising your business
Send your design, or we
can help you.

Private Tuition
since 2004 by
fully qualified teacher
A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology
GCSE Maths & Sciences
Home schooling, adult learners &
teacher training support

Dr Alan Wood
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01827 719923

www.francescasinclair.co.uk
Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk

Telephone 07901 547360
Maths Tuition

Available for AS, A Level,
GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958
TIM HARDING
Your Local Electrician
no job too small or large
FREE advice
& quotations

Telephone
07977 012940 or 01827 880473
Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna,
Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ
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A box this size is just £9 per
issue. Contact the Editor:
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855

Sheepy Benefice Gazette

May 2019

Sheepy Magna CofE Primary School News
www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk
Chicken Crew News
Well done to The Chicken Crew and the rest of
the children who raised over £700, with their
sponsored event, towards the new chicken pen.
The chickens will hopefully have a new home to
return to after their Easter holiday.
Miss Jones
Miss Jones, a former pupil who has been our
Sports Coach for several years, moved on to
pastures new last month to begin her career in the
police force. She will be very much missed as one
of our staff, but she will always be part of the
Sheepy Flock. The staff, children and parents all
wish her well in her new adventures and we are
looking forward to her popping in to let us know
how she is getting on.
Sporty Spring
Visiting coaches brought some new ideas this
term, introducing the children to archery and
Zorbing —lots of fun was had by all. It has been
great to see so many of the children taking part in
such a variety of activities across the school: as
the weather warms up we have been competing in
lots of sporting events. The Saturday morning
Cross Country competitions continue to be well
attended and have seen a little less mud and a
little more sunshine recently. Another Saturday
event, the small schools swimming gala, saw the
whole team leaving the event with medals as both
relay teams and
individuals
finished in
medal places.
We were again
very happy to
have a Tag
Rugby team
from each age
group—Year 3/4
(pictured) and
Year 5/6—
moving into the
next round of the competition. The Year 3/4
football team came 3rd in the competition hosted
by Twycross School.
Eco Day
April brought another wonderful eco day, based
around the theme of
“Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle.” The
children learnt
about plastic
pollution and ways
of reducing our use
of single-use
plastics. We made
our own natural,
chemical-free

cleaning products and tried them out around
school—the window cleaner was a particular hit,
even removing Sellotape from windows easily.
Children also made “rot-bots”—miniature compost
bins inside reused plastic bottles—and have taken
these home to
create their own
compost. Each
house also took
charge of an area
of the school’s
gardens: weeding
and planting seeds
and plants to
brighten up our
environment.
Recycling Round-up
As part of our commitment to recycling, the
school have joined “The Big Battery Hunt” and are
aiming to recycle two bins of batteries before the
end of term—one has already been collected and
sent for recycling.
The large recycling bins at the end of the school
carpark are available to all to recycle clothing,
shoes, household linens and books. The school is
now a local drop off point for three new types of
recycling: batteries, crisp packets and bread bags.
These items can be dropped off during the school
day and battery recycling boxes are also available
at the church.
Achievement Awards
As a school we celebrate many things in our
achievement assemblies, with certificates for:
 Values Victors—who show our school values;
 Agent F special award—for a pupil who has
really stood out to a member of staff;
 Sports awards; and
 Lunchtime awards.
The children and staff have been working hard on
mindfulness and showing a growth mindset, and
this month we were very proud to give out
certificates for those children who are putting
their learning into practice.
PTA
The PTA’s Chocolate Bingo was held in a new venue
this year. The church proved a popular setting
and all seats were full. It was lovely to see
members of the wider community coming to join
the fun and over £200 was raised.
The PTA’s “Fashion and Fizz” event will take place
on 20 June in Sibson Village Hall and all are
welcome. Tickets will be on sale soon at £5 each.
Nicola Olds and
Emily Smith, Cotswold Class
(pictures in colour on www.sheepybenefice.org)
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Sheepy Memorial Hall

www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall 07443 302 225 sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk

Tickets for all events available from Sheepy Memorial Hall 07443 302 225,
or see the website www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall

Hall Bookings:
Available for parties, family celebrations and funerals.
Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term bookings.
Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, or look at our website for more details.

Regular Activities (in Alphabetical order)
Adult Tap Classes: Thursdays 7pm, contact Bonnie 07973 743217
Bead Stars: Just turn up, last Friday monthly 7pm
Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm
Dance Fit: 9:15am Wed, £4 for 1 hour, contact Bonnie 07973 743 217.
Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve monthly 01827 880517
Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 email puppyschool@mail.com, website
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk
Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 10:30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and Tea, great chat and
company.
Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd Tuesday monthly 7:30pm; plus Research & Cataloguing last
Monday monthly 10am–12 noon in 1st Floor Heritage Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30-9:30pm - Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602
Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 10:30–11:30. All comers welcome, just turn up.
Ladies Fashion Extravaganza!
Data Privacy
Fashion show and sale
Notice
from LilliAnn
By submitting your
Thursday 16 May
at All Saints Church Sheepy details, as an advertiser or
contributor, or in any
Drinks and Nibbles
other way, and agreeing
Entertainment from the
to them being published
Inspirations Choir
in the Sheepy Benefice
£5 ticket
Gazette, you accept that
Raising funds for Rethink
you have given your
(mental health charity)
consent for your data to
be used and stored as
Buy your tickets from Anji
outlined in Sheepy
Forsyth 07837 370714,
Benefice’s Privacy Notice,
LilliAnn at Coleshill, or the
a copy of which can be
Rectory, Carlton, or any
member of the
found on the Benefice
Inspirations Choir.
website: https://
You can pay on the door too. sheepybenefice.org/
See you there with your
privacy-notice
friends for a giggle!
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Emergency Numbers

If you find yourself housebound and in
need, please ring one of these
numbers for help:
Sheepy: Good Neighbour Scheme:
07868 005 571 or 01827 881142
Ratcliffe: Mrs Pratt 01827 714565
Orton: Mrs McKay 01827 880308
Twycross: vacant
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Notes from the Editor
Some interesting and unusual items this month: A plea for help
from Dorrien Moody on page 11; Footie for the Over 50s on
page 15; how do you fancy Handbell Ringing? see page 5, and a
Fashion Extravaganza on page 18. Along with all the usual village
news and events, it’s another packed issue of the Gazette!
Please have your news and photos of local events to your village correspondent
(named above) by 12 May for the June issue. Both that and the July/August
double issue will be edited by Tony Coley, who will be standing in to give me a bit
of a break.
We’re happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but reserve the
right, as editors, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.
For the avoidance of doubt, we do not have the resources to vet all advertisers,
so please exercise the usual caution. Many thanks
HA
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Background—cherry
blossom in Ratcliffe Culey

Passover at Sheepy
The Passover service and meal on
Maundy Thursday. A service that
links the Jewish Sedar to the
Christian Communion.

Litter Picker’s Lunch
The Sheepy Litter-Picking Group,
treated to lunch at The Black Horse,
courtesy of Clive Blewitt on behalf of
The Sheepy Old Boys Football Club.
(See story page 11)

Sheepy Ringers—1965
L to R: Dorrien Moody (who
provided the photo, see page 11),
Tony Knight, Peter Evans, Tony Kent,
Alan Knight and Jeff Hiller, ringing
for the wedding of their fellow
ringer, Eric Knight, 7 June 1965.

Mary Queen
of Scots at
Orton
See p5
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