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Baptism at All Saints
Ratcliffe
22 July
Dad Daniel and his three children
were all Baptised and welcomed
into the Church family in the
morning service, supported by
friends and family.
Pictured L-R, the happy family
around the font: Daniel, Finley,
Noah, Elizabeth & Freya Callow.

Wedding Bells
Congratulations to Rachel
Cartwright and Adam Preston
on their wedding on 23 June
at Grendon church. The
bride arrived in a splendid
horse-drawn carriage.
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Church Services—September 2018
All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org
NB Whilst Sheepy Church is being re-ordered, services will be held in Sheepy CE Primary
School, with a weekly 9am Thursday Holy Communion in Sheepy in September

View From a Holiday Pew
We spent a few days in West Sussex near to the
cathedral city of Chichester, the Roman Noviomagus
Reginorum or Regentium. This was an important area
many centuries ago as it lay very close to a navigable
inlet of the complex waterways of Chichester
Harbour. Following their invasion of Britain, the
Romans gradually built up a series of bases which
could be supplied by sea, as they advanced
westwards, and Fishbourne, on the coast from
Chichester, was one such base.
After some years it was no longer needed for supply
purposes and on the site was built a very large villa,
perhaps even a palace. This was discovered during
development of housing during the 1960s. It is the
largest Roman villa/palace in Northwest Europe and
excavation revealed a marvellous collection of mosaic
floors with dates ranging from the 1st century AD.
Situated a few miles to the west is the village of
Bosham, on another inlet from Chichester Harbour.
It is known to be the oldest site of Christianity in
Sussex and Christians have worshipped here for over
1,000 years. Pre-Christian settlers also chose this site
and there is strong evidence of Roman occupation.
Bosham Church dates back to Saxon times and the
lower stages of the tower and part of the chancel
have survived from this period.
Of particular interest is Bosham’s appearance on the
Bayeux Tapestry. Very early scenes show King
Edward the Confessor despatching Harold, Earl of
Wessex, to Normandy, for reasons which are unclear
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but it is claimed by the Normans that he wished to
confirm Duke William as his successor. On his
journey Harold and one of his party stop to pray at
Bosham Church. See picture above.
We visited Bosham on the day of the church fete and
a great affair it was. The church was full of people
seeking refreshments and outside along the path
through the churchyard were many stalls. Adjacent
to the churchyard is a National Trust meadow leading
down to the waterside and this had been borrowed
for the day for very many more stalls and a brass
band. It was an impressive effort of organisation and
very much enjoyed by villagers and visitors alike. As
in our own benefice, through many years and
changes the life of churches and villages continue to
be closely connected.
Richard Jones, Churchwarden, Ratcliffe Culey
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View From the Pulpit
Christians addressing
holiday hunger
“I am the living bread”
“Ah yes,” we say, calmly, “Jesus the living bread. Of
course!” But what is he actually saying—and what
does it mean for us, as we try to live his way of Love
today?
I was moved to hear of some of my colleagues in the
diocese taking social action as a Christian community
to meet the needs of families in their parishes.
Christians across the Diocese of Leicester have been
putting care into action by providing food for families
who cannot afford to feed their children during the
school summer break.
Holiday hunger is a very real thing in Leicester city.
Financially struggling families, who usually rely on
free school breakfasts and lunches to fuel their
children during term time, currently have to find the
resources to provide extra food for six long weeks.
For many, this is impossible. That’s why a number of
different initiatives are taking place around the
diocese to feed those most in need.

God is providing. God is good…“I am the
living bread”
Bread is considered a staple food—i.e. a basic dietary
item. A person can survive a long time on only bread
and water. Bread is such a basic food item that it
becomes synonymous for food in general.
We even use the phrase “breaking bread together” to
indicate the sharing of a meal with someone.

Give us this day our daily bread
Jesus used the picnic of a boy who had five small
loaves of bread and two fish, and with that amount,
Jesus miraculously fed the throng of over 5,000 with
lots of food to spare.
The night before he died, Jesus broke bread and
shared this with his disciples with the words… “take,
eat, for this is my body broken for you.”
Barbara Glasson—a Methodist minister in
Liverpool—has written the story of the bread church:
“I am somewhere else”. A church in a home, where
bread is baked together by those who gather in
community, and people discover Jesus and worship
Jesus together.
Barbara says “community is the place where he is
found; where the healing of Jesus now is real; where

he is encountered
in broken lives;
and the bread of
life, of Jesus’ life,
makes whole …
Body, mind,
spirit.’”
We need
community as we share in the bread of life. We do
that together as church when we share in the Holy
Communion—the life that nourishes us as a family.
We don’t sit and eat alone, we meet together around
the Lord’s table, and we share the symbol of Jesus’
life for us.
All are welcome at the Lord’s table, to “break bread
together on our knees” as the Hymn suggests … but
far more than that, we are invited as a community to
come together and be the body of Christ, where the
staple of life is absent; where the love shown is
strained; where the care for the other is difficult.
We need community…and our church buildings
offering a sacred and functional space…our church
families offering welcome and hospitality for all.
We strive as Christians to meet the needs of those
who are within our communities, some in desperate
situations; knowing we can never do this in our own
strength, but in faith with the one who is the “bread”
for us…Jesus the bread.
For Sheepy school I found contemporary words to the
harvest hymn We plough the fields, which again
offers us a similar viewpoint…
Then why are people starving when we have life so
good?
And some in crowded cities search dustbins for their
food;
And even some go hungry who farm in distant lands;
Lord, help us learn more swiftly to share with open
hands.
All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above,
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love.
May we continue to thank God for his goodness and
blessings toward those we love and care for, and be
the hands and practical help of Christ, the true bread,
for any in need, with concern for the other as part of
who we are in our daily living as a community in this
place and time. Amen.

With Blessings, Revd Julia
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For all Domestic & Commercial Needs
CONTACT DANIEL ON
07377 992043 or
info@dkrfencing.com
www.dkrfencing.com
(Stoke Golding based)

Fencing:


All mesh systems including
high security and compounds



Palisade, Bow-Top, etc.



Timber—picket, feather-edge etc.



Railings; Handrails; Knee-rails



Gates, including 'panic' systems



Bollards and barriers



Repair and upgrading of existing or
damaged installations

Hard Landscaping:


Paving and patios; Tarmac



Walls; Gravel paths and drives



Eco-grid style areas for parking etc.

Soft Landscaping:


Seeding



Turfing



Shrub, Hedge and Tree Planting, with
appropriate advice by a qualified
horticultural member of the team

Top Sander—Make your Floor Great Again
Call today for a free floor survey with no obligation
We will always help. No problems only solutions
Call Roy on 07948 185841 any time
www.topsander.com
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A few pictures I couldn't fit on the covers:
Enthusiastic dogs at Sheepy Fete (see p 10), and smiling faces at
Ratcliffe’s Charity Afternoon Tea (see p 9)

Join with Millions Remembering 100 Years Since
the End of World War I
This year, we all have the chance to mark the centenary of the end of World War I. On 11
November 2018, people around the country will observe Remembrance Sunday. They will be
reflecting on the lives that were changed irrevocably, and those that were lost. This year gives
us the chance to remember but also to pray and work for peace.
4 August 2018: One hundred years on from a national day of prayer called by George V, this will be the first day of 100
days of prayer across the country, running until Armistice Day in November. Every day there will be prayers and
actions for peace. You can sign up to take part and spend just a few minutes of your day, adding your prayers to those
of tens of thousands more.
11 November 2018: there will be Remembrance Services around the country, and within the church communities of
our Benefice.
5
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Mrs C A Parkes
MCSP SRP
Restore your inner peace with
a relaxing treatment

Chartered Physiotherapist

*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT
*Indian Head Massage
*Hot Stones Massage *’M’ Technique

Member of Health Professions Council

Call JILLY on 07971 488690
Reiki Master and Teacher

Orton House Physiotherapy
Orton House Farm
Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR

Mobile: 0789 996 6214
Telephone: 01827 880238

Handcrafted Cupcakes &
Celebration Cakes!
Vintage china and cutlery hire
All cakes freshly made to order
with locally sourced ingredients
where possible
For further details or to discuss these and
other catering requirements

Contact Jane in Sheepy on:
01827 880996 or 07870 934 192
www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery
www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk

Email: adams.pavier@gmail.com
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New Baby
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National Ploughing Festival &
Country Fair—13 & 14 October

Congratulations to new parents Dave & Kelly in Main
Sheepy will be hosting the National Ploughing
Street who welcomed their baby daughter Elise at
Contest this year and it is being held on 13 & 14
the beginning of August.
October in the big field between Little Orton Road
DCC Meeting—NEW DATE
and Austrey Lane. (see poster below)
Sunday 2 September 10am in church is the new date.
This is a fundraising opportunity not to be missed and
All DCC members please make an effort to come,
Orton Church have decided to hold a grand tombola
even if you are unable to make church at 9am, as we stall over the two day event. So…!
are now planning Phase 2 of our Community Project
We need lots and lots of prizes and, equally
and we would like your input.
important, lots and lots of help. Envisaging two hour
shifts at the moment and the stall will be under
Ride & Stride—
cover.

Saturday 8 September

Are you a fair weather cyclist or ex-cyclist or a noncyclist? Come and have a go on a static bike in
church on Saturday 8 September between 10 & 12
noon. No wind or rain, just bring your friends
to egg you on—spectators welcome too!

Please speak to Margaret McKay (01827 880308) or
Carol Graham (01827 880265) for further info. You
might like to check out ploughmen.co.uk too.

Suitable for all ages and sizes, and there will
be coffee and cake as well, of course.
All proceeds to Leics Historic Churches Trust
who gave us a large grant towards the
drainage work.

Harvest Thanksgiving—
Sunday 30 September 6pm
This has been a difficult year for our farmers
and gardeners so let’s all show our support
by joining in with this traditional service of
thanksgiving.

Harvest Supper—Monday 1
October 7 for 7:30pm start.
Tickets £7.50 (BYO liquid refreshment) from
Margaret 01827 880308 or Carol 01827
880265—family discounts available.
For those who haven’t been before the menu
is ham salad & jacket potato followed by fruit
crumble & custard/cream with biscuits &
cheese to nibble during the auction of
produce. Special diets can be
accommodated if you let us know when you
book your ticket.
Auctioneer Ian has been booked and, as this
is a very popular village night not to be
missed, get your names down now!
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Your Local

Electrical Installation &
Maintenance Service
No Job Too Small → No Obligation Quotes
Tel: Dave 07443 418487
Email: davew1407@gmail.com
David Wilkins, 5 Main Rd, Ratcliffe Culey, Atherstone, CV9 3NY

Lawn
Care

Tree Pruning
Rubbish
Removal

Garden
Maintenance
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Hedge
Trimming

Cleaning
Paths &
Paving

Weeding
Contact Clive on:
Tel 01827 713379
Mob 07971 646107
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Ratcliffe Culey News
Ratcliffe Friendship Club
We should like to thank all those who supported our
annual charity event, an Afternoon Tea in aid of
Scope. With your generous support, and despite
Wimbledon and the World Cup, we raised £220. We
hope to arrange a presentation to hand over the
cheque once the summer holidays are over. Pics p5.

In Memoriam
Gordon Hancock
Our condolences to Joan and to his sons Michael and
David. Gordon’s funeral was held at Nuneaton
Crematorium.

Colin Bambrook
A completely full church with many mourners outside
marked the respect with which Colin was held. He
was for many years a well-known and liked member
of the Ratcliffe community.
Our condolences to Eileen and Christian.

The Sheepy Gazette
Photographic Competition
Exhibition
Dog &Poo
Bags
All readers eligible
(amateur photographers only please)
Up to 1 entry per person per category:
Landscape, Portrait and Random
Prize for Adult & Child winner in each category
Entries (preferably mounted 10” x 8” to aid display)
to Ratcliffe Church between 6pm-8pm Fri 21 Sept,
or 8am-10:30am Sat 22 Sept.
Fee £2 per entry Adults, £1 per entry under 16s,
proceeds to Ratcliffe Church restoration fund.
Exhibition of all entries in Ratcliffe Church,
Sat 22 (open until 4:30pm) & Sun 23 September
(Open from 11am, after the service, until 4:30pm)
Refreshments will be available

Judge Graham Beale’s decision will be final. Contact Dave Wilkins
M 07443 418487 davew1407@gmail.com for further details

Wedding Bells
Congratulations to Rachel Cartwright and Adam
Preston on their wedding on 23 June at Grendon
church. Please see the photos of their happy day on
the front cover.

Silver Wedding
Bells
Congratulations to Angela
(Pratt) and Paul Lavington
who celebrate 25 years of
marriage in September. They
were married at Ratcliffe
church, as you can see from
the opening page of their
Order of Service.

Ride & Stride
This event falls on 8 September, when we will be
open to receive Riders and Striders in the church.
If you wish to take part in this event, which involves
sponsored cycling, walking, horse riding, running,
jogging or using a mobility scooter around local
churches, please contact Richard at 11 Main Rd for
details.

Photographic Competition
Entries on 21/22 Sept, the exhibition will be held on
22 & 23 September. Please see box (right) for details.

Harvest Festival
This will take place on Sunday 23
September at 10am.
Gifts of produce and flowers would
be much appreciated, together with
any help you can give to clean and decorate the
church. The church will be open on Friday and
Saturday.

Harvest Sale
The Sale of Produce will be held on Monday,
24 September at 7pm. There will be a bring-andshare supper after the sale.
Do come along and have an enjoyable evening with
neighbours and friends.

Next Services
Sunday 23 September, Harvest Festival at 10am.
Sunday 30 September, Whole Benefice Communion
at 10am.
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(cont on pages 11&13)

Progress with Sheepy Church
We are progressing well with the re-ordering at
Sheepy Church, with the stone floor in place and the
new lighting installed. The new servery is next along
with all of the second fix electrics. Our new pews will
arrive shortly and we are still on target for
completion by the end of September.

While the Church is closed

1.
2.

Thank you to all our stall holders who were wilting in
the sunshine, to all those who donated raffle prizes,
and especially to all who braved the hot sunshine to
come along and support us.
We raised a wonderful £1,000 pounds. Well done
everyone concerned.

Tuesday Church

Owing to the reordering in Sheepy
Church, Tuesday Church will be held in
Services will be held in Sheepy Primary school
Sheepy Primary School until the Church
at 11am. EVERY0NE IS WELCOME.
reopens. Tuesday Church is an informal
We are delighted to confirm that Brunch will
service with music, a story and a craft activity. It is
continue be served on the second Saturday in
normally held on the second Tuesday of the month,
each month between 9.30am and 11.30am.
at 1:30pm. We will be getting to know the new
£5 a head. We are really grateful to Paul, Dean Reception children from Sheepy School but this
and the team, who are allowing us to use the
service is open to all pre-school children and their
Black Horse whilst the Church is closed. Come carers. We meet again on Tuesday 12 September.
and enjoy the fellowship and food and see the
Watch this space for when we recommence in a
latest updates in the project folder—next
warm Church! All helpers are DBS checked.
Brunch Saturday 8 September.

Mothers Union

Open the Book

The next meeting will be at 2pm in the home of Mrs
Gillian Greenwood: 7 Church House Apartments. Our
speaker will be Mrs. Margaret Rouse, our retiring
President.

The Open the Book Team is about to
start our 8th year of bringing Bible
Stories, presented weekly by small
teams, to the children of Sheepy
Primary School.
There are currently eight volunteers
who take part. Would YOU like to
share this amazing experience, can YOU spare half an
hour on a Monday morning and half an hour on the
following Wednesday morning – perhaps you could
spare time for once a Term? If you would like to be
involved in this rewarding experience please contact
Revd Julia Hargreaves or Sue Houghton on 01827
880517. All helpers are DBS checked.

Open House
Our next Open House will be at 2pm at the home of
Mrs Jean Negus: Crossways Cottage, Sibson Road.
We will be planning our programme for the coming
year.

Sheepy Church Summer Fete
It seems a long time since the Church Summer Fete
back in July (photos on the cover.)
The weather was kind to us again, in fact a bit too
warm. This was especially true for the contestants in
the Dog Show. However, as usual Sharon and Neil
had them all under control with lots of water bowls
to refresh them.
We were honoured to have the Lady Mayoress of
Hinckley and Bosworth, Mrs Jan Kirby, to open for us,
accompanied by her husband Mike.
Although the Fete coincided with the football World
Cup final, supporters watching in the pub kindly
contributed, thanks to the ingenuity of Norman and
Angie who went in there and sold raffle tickets and
cakes.
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Neighbourhood Watch
Sadly we have seen a disturbing number of break-ins
and thefts in the Parish over the summer. Whilst it is
heartening and we are grateful that many in the
community have rallied round in support, we all need
to keep our eyes open and report any unusual
activity.
One good way of keeping aware of what is going on is
the Sheepy Neighbourhood Watch Group. Search for
Sheepy Parish Neighbourhood watch and Village
news on Facebook and to join their WhatsApp Group
contact text your name and location (road name and
number) to 07864 841767.

Sheepy Benefice Gazette

Sheepy News

Sheepy Good Neighbour Scheme
(Sheepy GNS)
The days are getting shorter. Outdoor activities in
your community will be coming to a close and
communication with your neighbours over the fence
will be a dim and distant memory of summer.
Why not pop along to the 'Social' at The Black Horse
in Sheepy on Mondays between 3pm and 5pm.
Endless cups of tea and coffee (or something
stronger) will be on hand together with a bite to eat,
good company and a very warm welcome from Dean
and Paul and the Team.
We have arranged a demonstration on Tunstall
Lifeline Systems—personal alarms for the elderly,
vulnerable or disabled, usually a lifeline pendant
worn around the neck or wrist. If you or anyone you
know might benefit from this talk and demonstration
please pop along on Monday 10 September, 2pm at
The Black Horse Pub, Sheepy Magna. You are
welcome to stay a while as well if you so choose to
enjoy some lovely pub refreshments after (and/or
during, of course!)

September 2018

(cont)
Scarecrow
Festival & Cake
Auction 2018
Will take place
1-2 September

Scarecrows to be displayed from 9am
Friday 31 August (for Sheepy School
Children to judge) until 4pm Sunday 2 September.
Cake Makers, please drop your entry, Scarecrow themed,
or traditional, to the pub during opening hours please
before 3pm on Sunday 2 September.
Scarecrow themed will be auctioned off whole, and
traditional will be taste-tested and sold by the slice at the
Black Horse. All funds towards the amazing Sheepy
Bonfire and Winter candle parade (dates below).
The pub will open from 10am Sat & Sun serving breakfast
rolls. Sheepy History Society display Sunday, see below.

Dates for the Diary:
Sheepy Bonfire Party Friday 2 Nov, see p22.
Christmas Tree Decorating, Churchyard, 9 Dec.

Welcome Pack for New Neighbours:
The Sheepy GNS would like to produce a 'Welcome
Pack' for all new residents in Sheepy Magna / Parva.
If you are a business or a community group who
would like to have your details included please get in
touch. We haven’t as yet decided on the final 'look'
of the pack. We do not anticipate a cost for this —
details to sheepygns@hotmail.com in the first
instance.

Sheepy Magna Ladies Group
Eleven ladies thoroughly enjoyed a trip to the Llama
Farm in July and a delicious afternoon tea afterwards.
We begin the autumn programme on Wednesday 20
September when we have a retired Registrar sharing
some of her experiences with us.
We will be welcoming Martyn Saunders back on
17 October, when he will be telling us about his visit
to Korea.
We are a group of ladies, mixed ages and interests
who enjoy our lively and interesting monthly
meetings, so if you would like an evening out why not
come along and see what you think of us? Meetings
are held on the third Wednesday of each month, at
7:30pm, in Sheepy Memorial Hall unless otherwise
published. For more information about forthcoming
events or the group in general, ring
Sue on 01827 880517 or Pat on 01827 880627.

Local History Exhibition
As part of Sheepy Scarecrow Festival
Sheepy Local History Society
Local History Exhibition
Sunday, 2 September
10am to 5pm
At Sheepy Memorial Hall
Admission Free (donations
appreciated)
Display of photos, maps, plans,
documents, newspaper articles,
artefacts, finds etc..
relating to the Sheepys & Pinwall.
Book Stall and Refreshments.

(Sheepy News continues on page 13)
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Car Key Burglaries
Leicestershire Police report an increase
in so called ‘car key burglaries’
particularly in the Loughborough and
Charnwood areas.
A car key burglary is a crime where
someone breaks into your home with
the specific aim of removing your car
keys and stealing your car. An
operation is in place to find and arrest
those responsible and car owners are
being urged to take some simple crime
prevention measures to protect their
car.
The best advice is to hide your car keys
and keep them well away from the
front door, taking them upstairs with
you when you go to bed.
Steering wheel locks are becoming
more popular again and can prevent
the car being stolen even if someone
has the keys – they also act as a
deterrent. Make sure your alarm or
immobiliser is switched on.
Keyless entry is not a deterrent—there
have been cases of crooks using
electronic gadgets to open your car if
your key is near the front door.
Always park your car in a garage if you
have one.
12
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(cont)

Sheepy WI
Sheepy WI have been very busy over
the summer providing refreshments at
Sheepy Fete, and learning about
Hypnotism and how it can
help you with every day
problems.
Also, Emma Hounsome, a
Committee Member, had
15" of her hair cut for the
Little Princess charity, which
provides real-hair wigs, free
of charge, to children and
young adults who are going
through cancer treatment
and other illnesses. Emma
donated her hair, together
with money raised on the
night. Natalie, who is a
professional hairdresser
from Exclusively Yours in
Nuneaton, volunteered to cut Emma’s hair and left
her with a fabulous cut, as you can see from the
pictures on the back cover.
If you like the sound of these sort of events we’d love
you to come and join us. We meet at Sheepy
Memorial Hall on the 4th Tuesday of the month at
7.30pm.
The next meeting is 25 September when Juliet Helps,
a Sheepy WI Member and private Chef, will be
explaining how to make quick and easy Canapés to
impress your friends.
If you’d like further details, please contact Juliet on
07553 055787 or check out: www.sheepywi.org

Sheepy Local History Society
August’s meeting included the continuation of the
talk on the Bodington and Lowe families, former
owners of Sheepy Mill, the Manor House at Sheepy
Parva, former Sheepy Hall and many other
properties.
On display: 1918 Absent Voters List covering those
who were fighting in WW1; 1918 Electoral Rolls;
1940s-1960s copies of photos of the Orton/Holland
family; 1950s copy postcard of Hall Farm, Main Road;
1960s/70s Newspaper articles; 1993 Cliff House
Estate photos etc.

Sheepy Success
Sophie Hinsley, a former pupil of Sheepy School,
graduated with a BSc Honours in Psychology from the
University of Liverpool in July 2018.
Sophie received her degree at the Liverpool
Philharmonic Hall in front of an audience of 1,000
people including her very proud parents.
Sophie still lives in Sheepy and can remember when
Mrs Field was her teacher!

Please note that there is NO meeting in September
but that we are holding our first major exhibition
since 2012 on Sunday, 2 September from 10am to
5pm (to coincide with the 2nd day of the Scarecrow
Festival) at Sheepy Memorial Hall, Main Road, Sheepy
Magna (see advert on page 11).
Specialist displays include “Sheepy Mill”; “Sheepy
Hall”; “Sheepy Parva” and “Pinwall”, plus many
photos, newspaper articles etc.
For further information contact Lynne Percival on
01827 880721 or email:
sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
13
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Pinwall Garden Services
Call Dan on 07931 506613
Regular garden maintenance
One-off tidy ups
Tree and Shrub pruning
Grass and hedge cutting
All types of weed control
Fencing work
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Community News

Sheepy Flower & Vegetable Show
Saturday
8 September
2018
Sheepy
Flower
& Vegetable
Show
Sheepy
Memorial
Hall—Open
to All
Saturday 8 September 2018

Lots of categories, enter one or more or all!
UPDATE
Children’s overall winner
receives a wooden cup handmade by John Bradbury, to be engraved. All child
entrants receive a small prize too.
Leaflets with full show details will be in Sheepy
Memorial Hall porch, Sibson Phone Box, and distributed
through most doors. Details also on Facebook: Sheepy
Hello everyone.
have show
all been
flower and We
vegetable
2018.enjoying
this
extremely
warmthe
weather
and before,
so have
our
If you’ve
never entered
competition
don’t
vegetables
and flowers.
be afraid! This
is a fun, relaxed
and informal event for
everyone. If you have flowers and/or vegetables in your
So
much so that most of them have flourished
garden or you can make a cake then you are a perfect
andto
been
enjoyed
ordisplayed
are struggling!
candidate
enter.
All entries
anonymously,
so no
pressure.
We
welcome
the
professional,
amateur
We have therefore made the decision
to
and love rustic too!
cancel this year's Sheepy Flower & Veg Show.
Entries
to the
hall between
andand
noon
on thenot
day.
We like
to put
on a full11am
show
would
The hall doors are shut at 12 noon and judging takes
want
ourcommunity
audience.
placeto
bydisappoint
members of the
(not
committee).
As you know
it the
is the
Sheepy Scarecrow

CANCELLED!

The
hall re-opens
at 2pm
and refreshments
will be
Festival
1st/2nd
of September
for those
available while
you
a look
round at
all the
entries
wishing
to still
dohave
some
baking,
I am
sure
you
and see if you have won a 1st, 2nd or 3rd place.
would be most welcome to enter your
Entries remain
in situ untilat2.45pm.
We would love for
creations
that event.
you to leave entries for the auction at 3pm, but if you
Apologies
fromorthe
Veg
Flower
prefer
to take some
all Sheepy
home then
do.&The
auction
raises fundsand
which
go towards
shows.
Committee
hope
to seefuture
you and
your
Recycling – entries
it’s all thenext
rage!!
See
you
there.
year.

www.facebook.com/events/1691598337587881

Calling Dog Owners
It seems bizarre, but there are dog
owners around the villages,
Ratcliffe for example, who seem
to think it is “OK” to bag up their
dog’s poo, but then leave the bag
hanging on fences, or hedges, or just sitting on the
ground. Who do they expect to clean up after them?
There are bins provided, around
Ratcliffe and elsewhere, including
one to the left of the church gate.
Did you know dog poo attracts rats?
Please, keep the village and
countryside clean and tidy for
everyone.
Tony Deeming
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WITHERLEY PARISH
NEIGHBOURHOOD
DEVELOPMENT PLAN
The Steering Group met in July
after interviewing three
consultants who could help us
in formulating the Plan. We decided to appoint
Gary Kirk of YourLocal. His company has already
worked on 50 NDPs, many in Leicestershire. He
will help us apply for grants for the Plan, and keep
us on track!
It was noted that HSL Land had offered cooperation with the NDP Steering Group.
We met again in August to introduce Gary Kirk to
the Group, and his advice and experience was very
worthwhile. The Chairman had spoken to Wildlife
and Habitat expert David Nicholls to see if he
could work with us, possibly in the new year, and
he agreed.
A very constructive meeting had been held in
Atterton to discuss the lack of superfast
broadband. Representatives from BT Openreach
and Superfast Leicestershire attended, as did Kevin
Morrell, Borough Councillor, and Ivan Old, County
Councillor. It became clear that, because there are
so few residents in Atterton, connecting the box
which was installed some time ago to the
Witherley box, a distance of 2.4 km, would cost
£140,000, making Atterton the most expensive
place to connect in Leicestershire! By the end of
the afternoon, several ways of accommodating
this cost, and also different ways in which the
hamlet could be connected had been discussed
and were taken away.

NEWSFLASH! Since the last NDP meeting,
Superfast Leicestershire has confirmed that a new
route to connect Atterton to superfast broadband
has been agreed with Openreach and, all being
well, they’ll be ready to go by the end of the year.
RESULT!
The next meeting will be held on Monday
3 September at 7.30pm in Witherley Church.
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PRIME BEEF & LAMB
LOCALLY PRODUCED
Licensed to deal in game

BATES OF
ATHERSTONE LTD
6 Market Street, Atherstone
Telephone: 01827 713175

OAKEY & MILLER
GARDENING SERVICES
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding,
Hedge cutting

No job too small
Call ROBERT on 07814 586013
or STUART on 07478349521
for a free quote

Softleys
in the Square
Market Bosworth
Telephone:
01455 290464
All menus available to view online or telephone us
Accommodation available from £69.00
Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26
A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner
Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16
email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com
www.softleys.com

High Class Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

M D Matthews

Telephone: 01827-718974
Mobile: 07946-731649
Email:
mdmatt@btinternet.com

JAMIE EDWARDS
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR
Tel: 01827 881098
Mobile: 07900 908007
Sibson

MKS Décor
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER &
DECORATOR
FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

SMITHS GARAGE LTD
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE
CV9 3NB
•
•
•
•

NEW & USED CAR SALES
SERVICE & MOT TESTING
ACCIDENT REPAIRS
FORD PARTS SALES

OPENING HOURS:
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday
8:00am to 5:00pm

TELEPHONE
01827-712156
16

WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN
For a FREE quotation contact
Matthew on: 07816 428929
email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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Sibson News

"Gourmet Pop-Up Restaurant"
Please come and join us for delicious culinary delights
and good company at Sibson Village Hall on Saturday
29 September. Bring your own drinks. All proceeds
to Sibson Village Hall and St. Botolph's Church. See
box (right) for full details.
All enquiries and tickets contact Alison on 07794
567992 or alison@genysisconsultants.co.uk

Ladies That Lunch
Our next get together will be at Cattows near Heather

on Thursday 20th September at 12-30pm. We are a
small group who get together for lunch and a chat.
You are welcome to join us.

God's Gardening
We meet the first Sunday of every month at 10am for
a couple of hours to help keep the Churchyard tidy.
More help always needed. Bring your own tools.

St Botolph’s Church Gates
You may have noticed some shiny new covers on the
church gateposts, these are to prevent the posts from
further deteriorating due to water ingress. Thank you
very much to Sean for kindly making them for us.

Bargain Kindling
Be prepared for winter—make sure you have plenty
of kindling to light your fire first time, every time. I
am offering 11.5Kg (approx.) bags of pallet slats (no
nails) cut to 250mmx 95mm ready to use, or to chop
into sticks. An absolute bargain at £3 per bag,

Sibson
Village Hall
Looking for somewhere to hold a regular
group or event? Look no further
Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any
occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, off road
parking and a pleasant outdoor area.
Cost of hire:
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:
£12 per hour, or excluding Main Hall: £7.00 ph
We only charge for the time of the event
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards
For further details, to check availability, and to book,
please call Brian May on 01827 880511
@Sibson Parish Village Hall
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Sibson Charity Gala Dinner by
the Gourmet Pop-Up Restaurant

Saturday 29 September, 7pm Sibson Village Hall
£45 per head—bring your own drinks
Back by popular demand this gourmet evening of
fantastic food includes canapés, starter, soup,
main course, dessert, cheese course,
coffee and petit fours.
No need to worry about driving to a lovely
restaurant, as the village hall is
transformed into one for the evening.
Raising funds for Sibson Village Hall and
St Botolph’s Church.
For menu details and booking contact Alison on
07794 567992. Limited places still available.
delivered, or £4.50 if you want me to chop into sticks.
All proceeds go to St Botolph’s Church funds. Hurry
while stocks last. Ring Nigel on 01827 880727.

Sibson Afternoon Tea Party –
Thank You!
We had a glorious afternoon at Rownhams House
eating, drinking, chatting and playing games, even the
weather was perfect. Thank you very much to
everyone who supported the event in whatever
capacity and a very big thank you to John and Linda
for hosting us all in their lovely garden. We raised an
amazing £450 which will be divided equally between
the Village Hall and Church.

Dates For Your Diary
Keep these dates free if you don't want to miss out,
and watch this space for further details:
Sunday 14 October at 4pm—St. Botolph's Harvest
Festival with Cheese and Wine afterwards.
Saturday 27 October at 7:30pm—Sibson Village Hall,
Barn Dance and Apple Day Celebration.
Sunday 11 November (time tbc)—Remembrance Day
Service at St. Botolph's—100 years.
Tuesday 27 November— Sibson Christmas Wreath
Workshop, Sibson Village Hall. Further details coming
in the October Gazette.
Sunday 9 December at 4pm—St. Botolph's Carol
Service with mulled wine and mince pies afterwards.
Monday 24 December at 6:30pm—Carols around the
Tree, opposite the Cock Inn, with more mulled wine17
and mince pies.
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For CLOSE BOARD and
BESPOKE FENCING that
“LOOKS THE PART”
DESIGNED and BUILT
to DO THE JOB and LAST

High class builder with 30yrs experience
offering specialist services

Feather edge, post & rail, picket
fencing; panels supplied/fitted
Post repair specialist

Refurbishment & restoration of traditional
properties using reclaimed materials &
traditional building methods

Rose arches, raised beds,
planters, screens
Garden gates made to order

Barn conversions

Garden woodworking solutions
No job too small
All jobs surveyed free, written estimate within 7 days
2a St Michael’s Court, Stoney Stanton
Operating from Stoke Golding

Call John on 01455 212984
or Mob 07890 070681
www.fencemanjohn.co.uk
johns_wood04@hotmail.com
Proud member of:
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Renovation Experts

Orangeries/oak conservatories
Farm houses
Extensions & alterations
Luxury period bathrooms
Bespoke hand-made kitchens
See our range of green oak garden furniture at
www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk
01827 881085 or 07875 498628
email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com
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Twycross News

Village Hall

St James’ Church
49 Club
49 Club winners: Emma Clift,
Mrs Parkinson, Bill Nally,
Denise Hughes, Beryl Orm,
Rita Reading, Steve Assinder & a spare number (it
could have been you!)

Summer Serenade
Many thanks to Phillip King, his Cantabile Choir, and
the instrumentalists who entertained us in Twycross
Church on Friday 6 July at 7:30pm.
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Bingo on Saturdays: 15 Sept, 29 Sept,
20 Oct, 17 Nov, and 15 Dec.
All eyes down at 7.30pm.
Table top/car boot sales on Sundays 7 Oct, 4 Nov,
and 2 Dec from 10am–2pm. Refreshments available.
Tables provided at £5 each. To book contact
Margaret on 01827 880095.

Twycross Women’s Institute
In August, as we had no official meeting, we went out
for the evening.

An audience of over sixty enjoyed an hour of easy
listening music, followed by cheese and wine.

In September we have “Roger and Lisa” entertaining
us with a selection of popular songs from shows and
musicals. The meeting is on Monday 17 September
It was an opportunity to meet with friends and see
the improvements which have recently been made in in the Village Hall, starting at 7:15pm. Refreshments
will be served after the entertainment, at a small
the church.
charge of £1, and there is a charge for visitors of £2.
We raised £314 for Twycross Church.
Come and join us for an enjoyable evening. Phone
Carol Goodridge 01827 720896.

Ride & Stride

Bob’s Engine Club

This event takes place on Saturday 8 September.
Twycross church will be open on that day from
9:30am.

Located on Orton Lane and officially known as
Central Midlands Vintage Stationary Engine Club, Bob
If you are a cyclist and wish to take part in this event, will be holding an open day event on 25–27 August
from 10am–4pm.
please contact Rita Reading for details at 18 Burton
Rd, Twycross, telephone 01827 880006.
There will be a produce show on the 25th and the
th
Honor Kirkpatrick Road Run on the 26 . For more details contact Bob
on 07794 877194.

Dodgy Emails to Watch Out For



Anything which seems to be from your bank or
building society which asks you to confirm your
I use my computer a lot and get around 30-40 emails
details by clicking a link—they won’t do so.
a day, of which perhaps a quarter are unsolicited
ANY OF THESE WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY BE A SCAM!
spam and a few are definitely dodgy. I thought it
Anything from an “apptopica.com” email
might be helpful to list a few of the “types” to watch 
address (even if it seems to be from M&S,
out for.
Morrisons, or another well-known name saying
Be very suspicious of:
you’ve won a cash voucher) – this is SPAM.

Anything mentioning a tax refund (HMRC never
Never try to Unsubscribe from an email you suspect
send such emails) or British Gas refund, or
is Spam – this will just confirm to the spammer that
Argos refund asking you to click a link.
you exist, and you’ll get even more. I foolishly tried

Anything which seems to be from the Post
to contact Apptopica (as they have a website saying
Office, or another courier, if it asks you to click they never send spam, with an email address to
on a link to confirm you want a parcel
contact to “unsubscribe”)—but the result is I now get
delivered. The company you bought from may a dozen a day from them. Learn from my mistake!
send you a link to track your parcel, but if you
HA
are not expecting a parcel, beware “couriers”!
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Private Tuition
since 2004 by
fully qualified teacher
A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology
GCSE Maths & Sciences
Home schooling, adult learners &
teacher training support

Dr Alan Wood
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01827 719923

www.francescasinclair.co.uk
Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk

Telephone 07901 547360
Maths Tuition

Available for AS, A Level,
GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958
TIM HARDING
Your Local Electrician
no job too small or large
FREE advice
& quotations

Telephone
07977 012940 or 01827 880473
Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna,
Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ
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Advertise in this space.
Contact the Editor
Helen Anderton
helenca@waitrose.com
01827 714855
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With the school on holiday, I’m making use of their
page to pull together a number of the fraud and scam
warnings I have been receiving, through Leicestershire
Neighbourhood Link and elsewhere. If you want more details just contact me,
or go to www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk and register yourself.
HA (Editor)
If ever you think you have been the victim of a scam, or potential fraud, report it
to Action Fraud (as above) or https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/report_fraud


Suspicious Drones—Leicestershire Police report a suspicious van seen in Medbourne. The occupants of
the van proceeded to fly a drone along the rear of several properties, then left at speed.
If you witness anything of a similar nature, or anything you deem to be suspicious, please contact the
local police on 101, and report what you have seen, giving details of any occupants, registration of
vehicles and the location of the incident.

HMRC Tax Refund Scams—An email email will tell you that you are owed money back as you paid too
much tax, and you need to click on a link to give your personal details—HMRC NEVER DO THIS! For
more information: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hmrc-warns-on-tax-refund-scams

Data Breaches, e.g. Dixons/Carphone Warehouse—in such data breaches, customer information
including name and address and even bank details may be compromised. Attackers who have the
stolen personal data may use it to approach customers, and trick them into revealing further personal
information that attackers can use to harm you (for example, your banking login details). National
Cyber Security Centre advice to customers is to monitor your financial accounts online or through
statements for strange activity, such as transactions you do not recognise. If you do find something
suspicious, report it immediately to your provider or Action Fraud. Be particularly wary of unsolicited
emails, phone calls or SMS messages asking you to disclose further personal details e.g. login
information – especially if they claim to come from your bank/credit card provider. Change your
password for that retailer (and don’t use the same password elsewhere.)

Courier Fraud—Fraudsters are telephoning victims, purporting to be a police officer or bank official. To
substantiate this claim, the caller might be able to confirm some easily obtainable basic details about
the victim such as their full name and address. They may also offer a telephone number for the victim
to call to check that they are genuine; this number is not genuine and simply redirects to the fraudster
who pretends to be a different person. After some trust has been established, the fraudster will
suggest that they need the victim's help to catch a wrongdoer, e.g. a member of staff at the local bank.
The victim is persuaded to go to their bank and withdraw cash, or buy some expensive item, and hand
it over to a courier and are told they will be reimbursed. But this person will also be a fraudster and
the money will never be seen again.

Computer Software Service Fraud—Involves the victim being cold-called, or seeing a pop-up on their
computer screen telling then they have a problem with their computer, and that for a fee this issue can
be fixed. The aim of the fraudster at this point is usually to gain remote access to the victim’s computer
and, subsequently, access to their online banking account. No fix actually occurs. Victms may even be
contacted again chasing for payment for this non-existent service. If you receive such an unsolicited
call or pop-up, do not make a payment. Always ensure you know who you are talking to. If in doubt,
hang up immediately. Do not allow remote access to your computer.
Protect Yourself—Your bank or the police will never phone and ask you for your PIN or full banking
password.; or ask you to withdraw money to hand over to them for safe-keeping, or send someone to your
home to collect cash, PIN, cards or cheque books if you are a victim of fraud.
Don’t assume an email or phone call is authentic—Just because someone knows your basic details (such as
your name and address or even your mother’s maiden name), it doesn’t mean they are genuine. Be mindful
of who you trust – criminals may try and trick you into their confidence by telling you that you’ve been a
victim of fraud. Stay in control—If something feels wrong then it is usually right to question it. Have the
confidence to refuse unusual requests for personal or financial information. For more information about
21
how to protect yourself online visit www.cyberaware.gov.uk and www.takefive.stopfraud.org.uk
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Sheepy Memorial Hall

www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall 07443 302 225 sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk

Tickets for all events available from Sheepy Memorial Hall 07443 302 225,
or see the website www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall

Hall Bookings:
Available for parties, family celebrations and funerals.
Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term bookings.
Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, or look at our website for more details.

Regular Activities (in Alphabetical order)
Adult Tap Classes: Thursdays 7pm, contact Bonnie 07973 743217.
Baby Massage Course: Thursdays, 10:30-11:30am. Call Victoria 0791 970162.
Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday monthly 7pm.
Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm
Dance Fit: 9:15am Wed, £4 for 1 hour, contact Bonnie 07973 743 217.
Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve monthly 01827 880517
Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 email puppyschool@mail.com, website
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk
Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 10:30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and Tea, great chat and
company.

Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd Tuesday monthly7:30pm; plus Research & Cataloguing last
Monday monthly 10-12noon in 1st Floor Heritage Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30-9:30pm - Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602
Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 12 noon till 1:30 pm. All comers welcome, just turn up.

Data Privacy Notice
By submitting your details, as an
advertiser or contributor, or in any
other way, and agreeing to them being
published in the Sheepy Benefice
Gazette, you accept that you have
given your consent for your data to be
used and stored as outlined in Sheepy
Benefice’s Privacy Notice, a copy of
which can be found on the Benefice
website:
https://sheepybenefice.org/privacy-notice
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Emergency Numbers

If you find yourself housebound and in
need, please ring one of these
numbers for help:
Sheepy: Mrs Green 01827 880047 or
Mrs Negus 01827 880645
Ratcliffe: Mrs Pratt 01827 714565
Orton: Mrs McKay 01827 880308
Twycross: vacant
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Notes from the Editor
Several new advertisers this month (and a bigger Gazette!):

DKR Fencing & Landscapes—page 4

Top Sander for wooden floor care—also page 4

Blue Egg photography on page 12.
The October and November issues will be edited by my deputy, Tony Coley.
Please have your news to your village correspondent (as listed above) by
12 Sept for the October issue, and 12 Oct for the November issue.
We’re happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but reserve
the right, as editors, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.
Many thanks.
HA
23
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Sheepy
Church Fete—
July 2018
A selection of
pictures from the
very successful
Sheepy Church
Fete & Dog Show,
held on the
Rectory lawn.
Right—Jean Negus
watches Luna
Bowring present
flowers to H&B
Mayor Jan Kirby,
who opened the
fete. Full report
on page 11.

Before and
After
Emma Hounsome,
of Sheepy WI, had
her hair cut for
charity.
It will be made into
a wig for a child or
young adult going
through cancer
treatment.
See full story on
page 13
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